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CITY OF FITCHBURG.

March 5, 1901.

The joint standing- committee on finance, to which
was referred petition No. 173, asking for a continuance of

the publication of the old records of the town of Fitch-

burg during the current year, report that they recommend
the passage of the following order:

Ordered, That the sum of nine hundred and fifty

($950) dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated

for the purpose of continuing the work of copying and
printing the old records of the town of Fitchburg during

the current year, under the direction of the City Clerk

;

said sum to be charged to incidental account.

Charles A. Babbitt,
John R. Smith, Committee
George S. Cogswell,

J
on

Harrison Bailey, Finance.
John Leiper,

In Board of Aldermen, March 5, 1901.

Report read, accepted, and order adopted. Sent down
for concurrence.

Walter A. Davis, Clerk.

In Common Council, March 5, 1901.

Read, accepted and order adopted. In concurrence.

Fred A. Tolman, Clerk.

Presented to the Mayor for approval March 6, 1901.

Mayor's Office, March 6, 1901.

Approved,
Charles A. Babbitt, Mayor.

A true copy. Attest

:

Walter A. Davis, City Clerk.





INTRODUCTORY.

The fourth volume of the printed records of the Town
of Fitchburg is here presented to the pubhc. The volume
contains a complete transcript of the first two hundred
and seventy pages of the third book of manuscript
records, and comprises the doings of the town from May
9, 1796, to December 4, 1809.

Two portraits accompany the volume, one of Capt.

Israel Turner, the other of Rev. Samuel Worcester, both
prominent characters, one in civil proceedings, the other

in ecclesiastical affairs of the town during the early years

of the last century. The portrait of Capt. Turner is

from a painting loaned by Miss Nancy Phillips ; that of

Mr. Worcester is from an engraving, the original of which
was painted by Prof. Samuel F. B. Morse. Besides the

portraits there are two pages from the manuscript records

reproduced by the heliotype process, from photographs by

J. C. Moulton.
This volume, like the previous ones, has been compiled

under the oversight of City Clerk W^alter A. Davis ; the

printing has been carefully executed by the Sentinel Print-

ing Company, from copy prepared by Miss Bessie J. Davis,

the index being prepared under the supervision of Mr.
Frank C. Hoyt.



vi Introductory.

With reference to paging, as in former volumes, the

heavy figures enclosed in brackets represent the paging in

the original book.

The Fitchburg Historical society, at whose suggestion

and solicitation the project of printing the records was
undertaken, desire to express anew their appreciation of

the wise and liberal policy of the city government in con-

tinuing the appropriations necessary for carrying on the

work of copying and printing, and thereby placing these

records be3'ond the possibility of destruction or loss.

J. F. D. G.



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Worcester ss. Fitchburg, November 16, 1901.

I, Walter A. Davis, City Clerk of the City of Fitch-

burg, hereby certify that the following, beginning with

page 1 and ending with page 270 in Book HI., is a true

and correct copy of so much of the Old Records of the

Town of Fitchburg as is contained on the pages and in

,

the volume named ; except that the title, paging, explan-

atory marks and notes have been added in the present

volume.
WALTER A. DAVIS,

City Clerk.

Subscribed and sworn to before me,

Harrison Bailey, Notary Public.





THE OLD RECORDS
OF THK

TOWN OF FITCHBURG,

FROM BOOK III.

[1] Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

j_^
,, These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^" . of Maffachufetts to direct you in due corfe of Law
^„

'

^
to notify and warn all the freeholders and other

Inhabitants of said Town that are Quallified as

the Conftitution directs to vote for a Reprefentitive to

affemble and meet at the meeting houfe on munday the

ninth day of May next at Two oClock P. M. and when
meet to act on the following articles (viz)

To See if the Town will Elect or depute sum meet
Person to Reprefent them in the Great and General Court
of this Commonwealth for the year infuing

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

day and time above mentioned.

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

twentieth day of April in the year of our Lord A. D.

John Thurston JunL [Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee I of
Samuel Gibson [Fitchburg

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefs^ to

meet to meet at time and Place and for the purpose with-

in mentioned

Fitchburg May 9, 1796 Joseph Polly Conftable
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg aflembled on munday the ninth day of May
1796

V? Voted to adjorn the meeting untill five oClock.

The Town meet according to adjornment.

It was moved and seconded to see if the Town will

send a Man to the Great & General Court to Reprefent

them the year Enfuing

The vote being put it pafs'} in the Negative . . .

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter. fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchliurg in said County Greeting

„ , These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^
'

^
of Maflachufetts to require you in due corfe of

^„ "^.^ Law to notif}^ the free holders and other Inhabi-

tants of the Town of Fitchburg quallified by Law
to vote in Town meetings to affembel & meet at the

meeting houfe on munday the ninth day of May next at

Three oClock P. M. to act on the following articles (viz)

1*> To cliufe a moderator to Govern said meeting
2'7 To see if the Town will abate any persons high-

v^'a}'^ tax who hath no open Road, or permit them to

work their highway tax to help themfelves out, or act

any thing theiron as they shall think proper ....
[3] 3\y To see if the Town will comply with a

request of Mr Amos Fisks to abate his taxes, or act any
thing theiron as they shall think proper

4^7 To see if the Town will chufe a Committee to

infpect the frame and underpining of the New meeting
houfe, and alfo the finishing of s^ Houfe

5'/ To see if the Town will chufe an Agent to meet
at Mr Joshua Wrights in Templetown on the thirtyeth of

May next for the purpofe of making a devifion of the

County
G'.y To see if the Town will abate the Minifler tax to

those persons that profefs to be Baptifls & Methodists
and likewife their propotionable part towards the new
meeting Houfe, or act any thing theiron as they shall

think proper
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7'7 To see if the Town will accept of the report of

their Committee chofen to Settle w^ith the Town Treaf-

urer

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

day and time above mentioned Given imder our hands
and Seals at Fitchburg this twentyeth da^^ of April in the

year of Our Lord A. D. 1796.

John Thurston JunI (Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee ( of
Samuel Gibson (Fitchburg

Perfuant to the within Warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed

to meet at the time and place and for the purpofes within

Mentioned
Fitchburg May 9^?! 1796 . . Joseph Polly Conftablc

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg aflembled on munday the ninth day of May
1796 .....

1^7 Voted & chofe Daniel Putnum Esq": Moderator
2'7 Voted that Mv Afaph Goodridge be allowed his

account for what he workt out on the highways on his

road the last year

3'7 Voted that M^ Afaph Goodridge have lilicrty to

work out his highway tax on his own road and keep the

Gates in repair, until] further order of the Town , . .

4^7 Voted that Mr George Wood be allow^ed the Sum
of his last years highway rates, his working out that

Sum to help himfelf out to the road and likewife that he

be allowed the priviledge to work on a road that he has

provided to git to the Town road his highway rates untill

further order of the Town
5'7 Voted to abate M*: Amos Fisks rates that is un-

collected for the year 1794 in the hands of MY Ezra Rit-

ter Collector for said year
6'7 Voted to Chufe a committee to infpect the Frame

and underpining of the New Meeting Houfe, and idfo the

finishing of said Houfe
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1^7 Voted that the Committee confist of Three

8ly Voted & chofe Cap* Israel Turner, MV W™ Small,

& MT Amos Putnum a committee for the above purpofe

9'7 Voted to chufe an Agent or agents to meet the

proposed convention at Templetown refpecting a devifion

of the County

[3] lO'.y Voted and Chose Daniel Putnum Esq": to be

an agent for the above purpofe

ll'/ Voted that Daniel Putnum Esq^ as an agent to

meet at Templetown refpecting a Devifion of the County,

be inftructed not to pertition for a new County unlefs the

Towns North & Eafterly from Fitchburg be aded to the

number of Towns mentioned in the letter to request the

Town to send an agent or agents.

12'>' Voted to Chufe a Committee to examine the

Conftitution and report to the Town the expediency of

abating the Minifter taxes of those persons who profefs

themfelves to be Baptifls and Methodist, and likewife their

jjropotionable part of the expences towards the New
meeting houfe

13'7 Voted that the Committee confist of five . .

14'y Voted and Chofe Daniel Putnum Esq": Paul Weth-
erbee Cap^ Israel Turner Abel Bawldin & Cap^ Will°?

Brown
15'y Voted That the committee make their report at

the next Town meeting

16. Voted to accept the report of the Committee to

Settle with the Town Treafurer

Daniel Putnum Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

„ . These are in the name of the Commonwealth
^„ ^ of Maffachufetts to direct you to notify and warn

^ i\
^y verbal notice the freeholders and other Inhabi-

tants of said Town that are Quallified by Law to

vote in Town meetings to aflemble and meet at the meet-

ing houfe on munday the ninth day of this Inftent May



Totvn of Fitchburg. 6

at half past five oClock P. M. and when meet to act on
the following articles (viz)

I'.y To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting

2ly To see if the Town will make any provifion for

the refreshment of the Raifers and alfo the Spectators

that shall attend upon the raifing of the New meeting
Houfe or act any thing theiron as they shall think proper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant wath
your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

time above mentioned.

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

ninth day of May in the year of our Lord A. D. 1796
John Thurston Jun!^ /Selectmen of
Paul Wetherbee \ Fitchburg

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed

to meet at time and place and for the purpofes within
mentioned,

Fitchburg May 9*^ 1796 Joseph Polly Conftable

Att a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town
of Fitchburg alTembled on Munday the ninth day of May
1796

lly Voted & Chofe Cap* William Brown Moderator
2'7 It was moved and seconded to see if the Town

will provide one barrill W I R & Loaf Sugar Sufficient to

make it into Toddy for refreshments for the Raifers &
Spectators that shall attend raifing the new meeting
Houfe, The vote being put it pafs in the affirmative.

[4] 3'/ Voted to Chufe a committee to deal out the

liquors to the Raifers & Spectators on raising Day , .

4ly Voted that the committee confist of five . . .

5'/ Voted & chofe Deacon Boutell, Reuben Smith, Jo-
seph Polly Doc* Marlhall & Esq*: Putnum as a committee.

Voted to add to the committee two persons viz, Afa
Pery & Eph": Kimball

6ly Voted that the Committee to deal out the liquors

& Sugar Sufficient for the Raifers & Spectators in Cafe
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the barrill W I R & sugar already voted should be infuffi-

cient & bring in their acct to the Town for allowance

7V^ Voted to difsolve the meeting

William Brown Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter. fs. To Either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

These are in the name of the Commonwealth
\^ .! of MaiTachufetts to direct you in due Corfe of
(oeal) Law to notify and warn all the free holders and

other Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg Quallified by
Law to vote in Town meeting to affemble and meet at

the meeting houfe in said Town on Munday the twenty-

ninth day of this Inftant Augt at One oClock P. M. and
when meet to act on the following articles (viz)

1^? To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting
2".'' To see what sum or Sums of money the Town

will raife to supply the Pulpet & support the schools the

year Enfuing or act an\' thing theiron as they shall think

proper
3'7 To see what sum or sums of money the Town

will raife to pay the Towns Debts and other necffesary

charges or act any thing theiron as the\' shall think

proper
4'y To see if the Town will except of a report of the

Committee chofen to Confir with the Baptists & Methadis,

and examine the Conftitution, or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper

5ly To see what method the Town will take to sup-

ply the Pulpet, or act any thing theiron as they shall

think propper
6'/ To if the Town will except of the report of A

committee chofen to see the fifty dollars Laid out on the

New County road, or act any thing theiron as they shall

think propper
7'7 To here the report of their Agent chofen to attend

at Templetown the 30^?^ of May last refpecting a Divifion

of the County
8'7 To see if the Town will chufe an agent or agents
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to attend at the adjornnient of the Convention at Tem-
pletown in the month of Sep* or act iw\\ thing theiron

as they shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings thereon to sum one of us on or before said

da3^ and time above mentioned

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

Eleventh day of August A. D. 1796.

John Thurston Jun": /Selectmen of
Paul Wetherbee \ Fitchburg

Perfuant to the within Warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefs^ to

meet at the time & place and for the purpofes within

mentioned

Fitchburg Augt 22".'^ 1796 Joseph Polly Conftable

[5] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg alfembled on munday the 29*?^ day of

August 1796
V'} Voted and Chofe M.\ Afa Perry Moderator . .

21^ Voted to Raife Eighty pounds to supply the Pul-

pet the year Enfuing
3*7 Voted to Raife One hundred pounds to Support

the schools the year Enfuing
4'7 Voted to Raife Two hundred & Seventy pounds

to pay the Towns Debts and other Nefefar}' charges

5'7 Voted to chufe a Committee to supply the Pulpet

to lay out the Eighty pounds voted for that purpose in

the 2°"^ vote

&7 Voted that the committee confist of three

Tj Voted and Chofe Daniel Putnum Esqr Mr Paul

Wetherbee, & Mr John Thurston Junr a committee for the

above purpose
8'7 Voted to inflruct the committee chofen to lay out

the money to supply the pulpet

9'7 Voted that the Committee be inftructed to lay

out the Eighty pounds to supply the pulpet in the most
favorable part of the year they shall think propper . .
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101^ Voted to chufe a school committee man or men
for each deftrict

11. Voted and chofe Mofes Hale for the first deftrict.

12—Voted and chofe Eliftia Chamberlin for the second
deftrict

13—Voted & chofe Jonathan Low & Daniel Harrifs

for the third deftrict

14.—Voted & chofe Benj-? FHnt for the fourth deftrict

15—Voted & chofe Abner Sawyer & Seth Phillips for

the fifth deftrict.

16—Voted & chofe Enfign Jacoli Burnap for the sixth

deftrict.

17.—Voted & chofe Amos Ordway & Amos Lawrence
for the Seventh deftrict.

18.—Voted that the committee man or men in each

deftrict be under the direction of the deftrict they belong

too in laying out their money
19t? Voted to except the report of a Committee cho-

fen on the ninth day of Maj' last to examine and confider

the Conftitution & the expediency of abating the minifter

tax of those persons who profefs to be Baptists & Metha-
dis and likewise their propotion of the expence towards
the new meeting houfe

here follows the report

We the Subfcribers being chofen a Committee at a

Town meeting affembled on the ninth day of May last to

examine the Conftitution, and confider the expediency of

abating the minifter tax of thofe persons who profefs to

be Baptists and Methadis and likewife their propotion of

the expence towards the new meeting houfe—viz That it

is not expedient to abate any persons Minifter rate in this

Town Either Methadis or Baptists unlefs they are formed

into a Society and are known as Such hy the Conftitution

and Laws of this Commonwealth.
Secondly That it is agreeable to the Conftitution that

all our Inhabitants be taxed to the minister and paid into

the Town treafurer (but) them persons who profefs to be

Baptists and Methodis who shall produce to the Town
treafurer a Certificate from a Religious teacher of any
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incorporate Society either Sex! that he attends on their

Religious inftructions, that the Treafurer be directed to

pay to such teachers Such sum or Sums as they are taxed

to the Minifter in this Town
Thirdly that no person be exempted from paying their

propotion towards the New meeting House who is an In-

habitant of this Town all which is humbly Submited.

Signd by the Committee
Daniel Putnum, Paul Wetherbee, Israel Turner, W*V Brown.

August 27th 1796

20—Voted to except the report of the Committee ap-

pointed to lay out Fifty dollars on the New County road,

Here follows the report.

The committee chofen by the Town of Fitchburg to

expend Fifty dollars on the County New Road have at-

tened the befmefs agreable to order of the Town & beg
leave to report viz Began at the foot of the Hill & Laid
out Five Lotts which reached the higth of Land on said

New Road On venduing four of said Lotts expended
nearly the above Said Sum of Fifty dollars, your com-
mittee thought propper with the advice of the Company
present to go on, and vendue the S^'^ Lott when we found

the whole amount to Sixty dollars Signd by the Com-
mittee Augt 29th 1796

211^ Voted to cliufe an agent or agents to attend a
convention at Templetown on the first Tusday Sep* next

22'*i' Voted to send Two agents to the Convention
23.—Voted & Chofe Daniel Putnum Esqr & Cap* Israel

Turner to attend the Convention
24—Voted to Defolve this meeting, the meeting was

accordingly Difsolved . r r^ tv ^ 1^ ^ A fa Perry Moderator
Jofeph Fox Town Clerk

[6] Worcefler. fs. To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

^^
. These are in the name of the Commonwealth

)q , i\
°^ Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of

Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and
other other Inhabitants of said Town that are Quallified



10 The Old Records of the

by Law to vote in Town meeting to meet and alTlemble

at the meeting Houfe in said Town on Mundav the

twenty forth day of this inftant Octr at one OClock P. M.
and when meet to act on the following articles (viz).

Vj To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting.

2'7 To see what method the Town will take to pro-

vide the money for M": John Putnum Jur the undertaker

of the new meeting houfe that is likely to be deficient or

act any thing theiron as the^- shall think propper . . .

3ly To see if the Town will sell the Pews in the New
meeting houfe that are the Towns property or act any
thing theiron as they Shall think propper

4ly To see if the Town will choofe a conmiittee to

lay out the Ground for Stabling near the New meeting
houfe or act any thing theiron as the3' shall think proper

5'.y To see if the Town will procure the triming for

the pulpit.

&7 To see if the Town will give their Committee an^'

inftructions that was chofen to lay out the Eighty pounds,

whether to hire preaching conflanth' or otherwife, to par-

ticularife the months they wish to be deftitute.

7\y To see if the Town will here and allow the re-

quest of Abraham Willard.

S'.y To see if the Town will make any provihon for

painting the KufT of the New meeting houfe or act any
thing theiron as thcw shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

3'our doings thereon to sum one of us on or before said

Da^' and time above mentioned.

Given under our hands & seals at Fitchljurg this third

day of Oct": in the year of our Lord A. D. 1796

John Thurston Jur | Selectmen of
Paul Wetherbee / said Town

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

inhabitants of said Town Quallified as theirin exprefsed to

meet at the time & place and for the purpofes within

mentioned.
Abijah Goodridge Conflable

Fitchburg Oct-: 24.t.^ ITDG.
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Att a legal meeting Afsemblecl on the 24*^^^ Oct"; 1796
1^^ Voted and chofe Daniel Putnuni Esq^ Moderator
2^y Voted and chofe Peter Snow Town Clerk Pro. tern.

3'/ Voted to pafs over the Second article in the war-
rant for the prefent

4ly Voted to sell the Pews in the New meeting houfe

in four weaks from this day. One quarter part of the

money to be paid at the time the money becomes due to

the undertaker The other three quarters to be paid in

twelve months, on Interest, Two dollars Earnest on Each
pew below, and one dollar earnest on each pew above,

which earnest to be deducted from the first payment.
5'7 Voted to chufe a Committee to sell the Pews
6'7 Voted & chose for said Committee Cap* Brown

Cap* Israel Turner & M^ Afa Perry

7'7 Voted to take up the second article in the war-
rant.

8- Voted that the Selectmen be impowered with the

Town Treafurer to hire what money will be nefefary to

pay the undertaker when it becomes due

[7] 9'7 Voted to chufe a committee to lay out the

Ground for the Stables and report at the next meeting . .

10\y Voted and chofe for said Committee MajV John
Goodridge, Cap* Benje Marfliall & Deacon Kendall Boutell

ll'.y Voted that two be added to the above Committee.

12ly Voted & Chofe Cap* William Brown & Lieu*

Afaph Goodridge in addition

13ly Voted to add two more to said Committee.

14ly Voted & chofe Mr Phinehas Hartwell & Cap*

Tho? Thurston be aded to the above Committee . . .

15'/ Voted to trim the pulpit

16*^ Voted to chufe a committee to procure a decent

triming for the pulpit in the cheapest manner for the

Town
17*^ Voted and chofe Leiu* Edward Durant for said

Committee
18*i> Voted that the Committee procure Conftant

preaching .till the Eighty Pounds is laid out.

19*^ Voted to comply with the request of Abraham
Willard so far back, as including the vear 1792.
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20th Voted to Paint the Ruif of the meeting

Voted to chufe a committee to paint the Roof of the

Meeting Houfe
Voted and Chofe Cap* W™ Brown Mr Afa Perry &

Mr John Thurston for the Committee
Voted to let out the painting of the Roof of the

Meeting houfe at PubUck vendue to the lowest bidder at

the most convenient time for the benefit of the Town to

be done to the acceptance of said Committee
Voted that the Town Treafurer be directed to pa^^

Mr Abraham Willard the money due to him agreable to

the vote, & that Peter Snow aflist him in making a cal-

culation.

Voted that the Committee for laying out the ground
for the Stabling make a plan of the Stables so that they

may be all uniform

Voted that this meeting be difsolved

Daniel Putnum Moderator
Peter Snow Tow^n Clerk Pro. Tem.

a true coppy from the minutes

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

^ ,. These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^^ i\ of MafTachufetts to require you forthv^ith by ver-

^„ .^ bal notice to notify and warn the freeholders and
other Inhabitants of said Town Quallified by Law

to vote in Town meeting to meet and affemble at the

meeting houfe on Munday the twenty forth day of this

inftant Octr at four oClock. P. M. and when meet to act

on the following articles (viz)

first To chufe a Moderator to govern said Meeting
21^ To see if the Town will make any amendment to

the vote that was past the twenty ninth of August
refpecting the baptist and Methodis fetching a Certificate

from an incorporated Society or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper
3 '7 To see if the Town will provide a Clock to hang
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in the front of the New meeting Houfe or act any thing

theiron as they shall think propper.

[8] Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant

with your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before

said time above mentioned

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

twenty forth day of Octr 1796

J?^^ w "jr^r
^"-

f
Selectmen

Paul Wetherbee 1

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

freeholders and other Inhabitants to meet at time & place

and for the purposes within mentioned

Fitchburg OctT 24*^ 1796. Joseph Polly Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg aOembled on Munday the 24*?^ Octr 1796.

\^\ Voted & chose M*" John Thurston Junr Moderator

Voted that the town so far amend their vote pafsed

the 29*^ of Aug* 1796 refpecting confidering the expedi-

ency of taxing the Babtists & Methodists that they shall

bring a certificate from a teacher of a Religious Society

infted of a certificate from a teacher of a Religious incor-

perated Society,

Voted that Peter Snow afsist the Town Treafurer in

examining the Certificates apportioning the demand &c
Voted not to provide a Clock for the New meeting

houfe

Voted to give liberty to hang a Clock in the New
meeting Houfe provided it is given

Voted that this meeting be difsolved

John Thurston JuV Moderator
Peter Snow Town Clerk Pro. Tem.

A true copp3^ from the minutes

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter : fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting
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,, 1 These are in the name of the Commonwealth

/c.!l\ *^^ Maffachufetts to require you in Due corfe of

^^
'

^
Law to notify and warn the freeholders and other

Inhabitants of said Town that are QualHfied as

the Conftitution Directs to vote for Reprefentatives to the

General Court of this Commonwealth, to meet and aflem-

ble at the meeting houfe on munday the Seventh Day of

NovV next at three OClock in the after noon, and when
meet to give in their votes to the Selectmen who shall

prefide at said meeting for One Elector of Prefident &
Vice Prefident of the United States

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to Sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned

given under our hands and Seal at Fitchburg this

twenty forth Day of Octr A. D. 1796.

John Thurston J
u*"

|
Selectmen

Paul Wetherbee \ of
Sam'.' Gibson j Fitchburg

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of s"? Town Ouallified as theirin expreffed to

meet at the time and place and for the purpofes within

mentioned
Abijah Goodridge Conllable

Fitchburg Oct"; 7^^ 1796.

[9] At a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg Affembled on munday the 7^?^ day of NovT 1796
for the purpose of chufing an Elector for a President &
Vice President for the United States of America

The Town being affembled & the votes called for and
larought in counted & sorted, and a declaration made of

the Persons voted for, and is as follows (viz)

For James Winthrop EsqT 20

For Elbridge Gary Esq". 19

John Thurston JuF (Selectmen of
Sam'.' Gibson / Fitchburg

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.
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Worcester: fs. To either of the ConftablCvS of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

,^ ,, these are in the Name of the Commonwealth
( Seal

)

^^ J. oi Maffachufetts to require you by verbal notice

^ " ' and warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of

said Town Quallified by Law to vote for a Reprefentative

to affemble and meet at the meeting houfe on Monday
the Seventh day of November inflant at four oClock P. M.
and when meet to give in their votes for a Federal Repre-

fentative for the Second middle Deftrict to the Selectmen

who shall prefide at said meeting agreable to a late act

of the General Court.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

time above mentioned

Given under our hands & Seals at Fitchburg this Sev-

enth Day of November in the year 1796.

John Thurston Jur \ Selectmen of
Paul Wetherbee | Fitchburg

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed

to meet at time & place and for the purpofes within men-

tioned. Abijah Goodridge Conftablc

Fitchburg Novr 7*^ 1796.

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 7^?^ day of NovV 1796
for the purpose of chusing a Reprefentative for the second

middle Deftrict of the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to

Reprefent us in the Congrefs of the United States of

America—
The Town being affembled & the votes call'' for and

brought in counted & sorted & declaration made of the

Persons voted for and is as follows (viz)

For Joseph. B Norman EsqT 30
For Sam'.i Dexter Esq*- 2

John Thurston Ju": \ Selectmen of
Sam'.' Gibson | Fitchburg

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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[lO] Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftahles of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

,„ . These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^^ i\ of Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of

Law by verbal notice to notify & warn the free-

holders and other Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg

to aflemble & meet at the meeting houfe in s*' Fitchburg

on Munday Seventh day of this Inftant NovV at five

oClock P. M. and when meet to act on the following

articles (viz)

I'.y To chufe a Moderator to Govern said meeting
2'7 To see if the Town will here and except the report

of the Committee chofen the nineteenth of OctV last to lay

out the Ground for Stabling, or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper
3'7 To see what method the Town will point out for

individuals to come at the Ground to Set their Stables

on, or act any thing theiron as they shall think propper
4'/ To see if the Town will pay back the Dollar that

was advanced when the Pews was bid of, to those per-

sons that flung up their Pews in Confequence of the meet-

ing houfe l3eing removed, or act any thing theiron as they

shall think propper
5'/ To see if the Town will give the Town Treafurer

any further inftruction refpecting paying out the money
to the Baptist and Methodist, or act any thing theiron

as they shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this w^arrant with
your doings thereon to sum one of us on or before said

above mentioned

Given under our hands & Seals at Fitchburg this sev-

enth day of November in the year 1796.

John Thurston Ju": \ Selectmen of
Paul Wetherbee / Fitchburg

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town Ouallified as theirin. exprefs*? to

meet at time & place and for the purpofses within men-
tioned Abijah Goodridge Conllable

Fitchburg NovV 1^^ 1796.
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday y*' 7*? Nov^ 1796.

l^y Voted & chose Deacon Sam'.' Gibson Moderator
2'7 Voted to adjorn this meeting for half an hour to

the Houfe of the Widow Cowdins
The Town meet according to adjornment
3'? Voted to pafs over the second article in the war-

rant for the ]3resent and act upon the S*"? article . . .

4'/ The vote being put to see the minds of the Town
whether the highest bidder shall have his choice of the

stable Ground as staked out by the Towns committee, it

pafs^ in the affirmative

5'7 Voted to take up the 2°.'^ Article in the warrant
refpecting the Stable ground

6'/ Voted to pafs over the 2^^ Article in the warrant
7'-^ Voted that the Town Treafurer be directed to pay

back the dollar to the purchafer, that they advanced up-

on the bid on the Pew they Purchafed at Vendue and
was afterwards flung up by them in Confequence of the

meeting houfe being removed,

S'.y Voted to adjorn this meeting to Munday the 14*)^

of this In*^^ NovV at one oClock in the afternoon at the

meeting houfe in said Town
Nov^ 14. 1796 The Town meet according to adjorn-

ment
[11] 9ly Voted to take up the 2^^ article in the war-

rant

lO'y Voted to accept the report of the Committee
that Laid out the Stable Ground

Here follow the report of the Committee (viz)

We of the Committee do hereby agree that the Stables

by the Meeting Houfe in Fitchburg may be.—Ten the

south of the Meeting Houfe begining at the corner of

John Putnum Ju":^ land and runing East one hundred feet

on Land of Benj-? Danforth, and more if needed ; alfo

their may be twenty three Stables west of the meeting

houfe, begining at the County Road and runing mostly

North One hundred & Sixty feet on Cap^ William Browns
line, then making an Angle and runing partly Northw^est

Seventy feet on said Browns Land, And we likewise agree
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that the said Stables to be ten feet Square on the Ground,

and with a jet roof the fore side five feet, this is our

Opinnion Confidering what Conveniences the Town has

signd by John Goodridge
Kendal Boutell

Benj^ Marlhall

William Brown

Here follows a request of a number of the Inhabitants

of the Town of Fitchburg

To the Inhabitants of Fitchburg afsembled in Town
meeting for the purpose of hereing and determining the

matter refpecting building Stables at the New Meeting

houfe as their has ben many modes adopted but not

Eftablifhed as j^et.

We the Subfcribers being Inhabitants of said Town
that will convene in one road to the meeting houfe. Do
defire and request of the Town that we may be accom-

modated together on one plat of ground for the building

of Stables, which is on the Common Northwesterly from

said meeting Houfe, bounded on Cap* W™ Browns Land
near to the Road we shall travel to the Meeting houfe so

as not to incumber or discommode the Road, or Common,
or a fair Prospect to the meeting houfe from the road we
travel to Convene for Worfhip. This granted though
expencive for building may raife our Efteam and give us

better feehngs Brethren. Nov*: 14*^ 1796. Signd by —
Phinehas Hartwell

Thomas Thurston
Stephen Thurston
Abraham Farwell

Ebn^ Thurston
Edward Scott

Aaron Wheeler

Ephraim Hartwell

Phinehas Allen

Ebenezer Hutchinfon

John Scott

Jacob Burnap
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ll^y Voted that their request be so far granted as to

give them liberty to build Stables agreable to the towns
vote, on fifty feet of ground lying at the North End of

the hundred & sixty feet on the Tov^ns Land if their is

rome Sufficient on the Towns Land so as not to intrude

on the road.

12'y Voted to Chufe a committee to sell by Vendue,

the choice of the Stable ground laid out on the Towns
Land agreeable to the forth vote pafs? on this warrant

13'y Voted that the Committee confist of three.

1417 Voted & chofe Mr Afa Perry, Mr Paul Wether-

bee, & Capr Benj? Marfhall

15'y Voted that the Stable Ground be sold next mon-
day at One oClock at Miss Cowdin.

16 The vote being put to see whether the Town will

order the Treafurer to pay back to their teachers of all

those persons, their money, that they have paid to-

wards the Support of the Miniftry who ware formally

cleared as Baptists and have ben taxed since the year

1791 now belonging to the Town of Fitchburg, that now
profefses to be Baptist, And alfo all those Methodist since

they Joined that order, Each order bringing a Certificate

agreable to the vote of the Town, The Baptists & Metho-

dist laying no Claim for the Expences the Town has ben

at for Mr Paysons being difmifed, & for the Expence of

building the New meeting houfe. And it Pafs*^ in the

affirmitive

17. Voted to difsolve this meeting
Sam'.i Gibson Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[12] Worcefter. fs. To Mr Abijah Goodridge one of the

Conftables of the Town of Fitchburg in said County
Greeting

. These Are in the name of the Commonwealth
^„ i( <^f Maffachufetts to direct you in due Corfe of

Law to Notify and warn all the freeholders and

other Inhabitants of said Town that are Quallified by

Law to vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the

Meeting houfe on Munday the ninth Day of January next
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at one oClock. P. M. and when meet to act on the fol-

lowing articles: (viz)

first To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting

2'7 To see if the Town will here and Except the

report of their Committee chofen to infpect the Building

of the New meeting houfe or act wtxy thing theiron as

they shall think propper

3\y To see if the Town will dedicate the New Meet-

ing houfe or act any thing thereon as they shall think

proper
4>\y To see if the Town will here and Grant the

request of Abraham Willard and others or act any thing

thereon as they shall think propper.

5'7 To see if the Town will here and Grant the peti-

tion of Ruth Smith wife of Ephraim Smith or act any

thing thereon as they shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings thereon to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned, given under our hands

and Seals at Fitchburg this twenty sixth day of Decem-

ber in the year of Our Lord 1796.

John Thurston JuT \ Selectmen of

Paul Wetherbee / Fitchburg

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of s^ Town Quallified as theirin Exprefs^ to

meet at the time and place and for the Purpofes within

mentioned Abijah Goodridge Conftable

Fitchburg Jany 9*}! 1797

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 9^^ of January 1797
1^* Voted and chofe Deacon Kendel Boutell Modera-

tor

2^?^ Voted to adjorn this meeting to the houfe of the

Widow Cowdins for ten minutes.

The Town meet according to adjornment
3'-.'i Voted to pafs over the 2"^ & S"-? article in the

warrant for the present and take up the forth article and

act upon it.
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4ly It was moved and seconded, To see if the Town
will anfwer the request of Mr Abraham Willard & others

so far as to pay back all the money that they requested

in their pertition. And it pafs"? in the Negative.

5^7 It w^as moved & seconded, To see if the Town
will grant the Pertition of MT Abraham Willard and oth-

ers; It pafs^ in the Negative.

6'7 It v^as moved and Seconded, That MY David Mac-
intire and Mr Elijah Macintire be put upon the same
footing refpecting the Towns paying back their Minister

taxes so far back as the Towm voted to pay MY Samuel
Gibson and have setled with him accordingly, and it

pafs*^ in the affirmative.

[13] 7'7 Voted to take up the second article in the

warrant
8—Voted to accept the report of the Committee

refpecting the acceptance of the New meeting houfe agree-

able to the Committees report which is as follows— (viz)

The committee chofe by the Town of Fitchburg to

infpect the building of the Meeting Houfe have attended

on that bifmefs and beg leave to report (viz)

That it is the oppinnion of the Subfcribers that as far

as the w^ork is done it is agreable to contract.

Israel Turner |

Fitchburg JanT 9^?^ 1797 Amos Putnum [Committee
Will"? Small. J

The contractor hereby Engages to do the remainder of

the work agreable to contract
John Putnum JuY

9*?* Voted to Dedicate the New Meeting houfe . . .

lO'y Voted that on Thursday the 19*^ day of the

present month at half past Eleven oClock be the time

appointed to dedicate the New meeting houfe
Illy Voted that The Rev? MY Adams be requested to

preach the Sermon at the Dedication

12—Voted that the Deacons be a committee to request

My Adams to Preach the Sermon and likewise to invite

the other Neighbouring ministers to attend at the same
time.
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13*?» Voted that Cap^ Will™ Brown Entertain the

ministers on the Day of Dedication.

14— Voted to grant Mrfs Ruth Smith the wife of

Ephr Smith her request which is as follows viz

To the Selectmen of Fitchburg Gentlemen I defire

considering my deplorable Situation being turned out into

the World, without houfe or home to git a living by the

work of my hands, not wishing to be chargeable to you
or any other place, I therefore pray that the Town would
relinquish all right or claim that they might have on the

Eftate real and Perfonal of my Hon. Mother which will

belong to me at her deceafe for the Maintainence of My
husband EphT Smith.

Rutland Novr 1^? 1796 Ruth Smith.

15'y Voted that the Saxton or the person that hath

the care of the meeting houfe be directed to open the

meeting houfe Doors to the Baptist and Methodist and
their Teachers at such times as the Congregational part

of the Town do not want to ufe said Houfe, untill the

further order of the Town.
16^7 Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Kendol Boutell Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[14] Daniel Farwell? Deed

Know all men by these Presents that I Ebnezer

Thurston of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester &
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer

for said Town, In confideration of Sixty Seven Dollars

paid by Daniel Farwell of Fitchburg in the County and
Commonwealth aforesaid the receipt whereof I do hereby

acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, Sell and convey unto

the said Daniel Farwell by virtue of authorit}- vested in

me by a vote of said Town, at a legal meeting of the

Inhabitants affembled on the Tenth day of March AD
1795 a certain Pew in the New Meeting houfe in said

Fitchburg N? 2 agreable to the Plan of said Pews on the

lower floor.

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifses to
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the said Daniel his heirs and afligns to his and their Ufe

and behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said Dan-

iel his heirs and afsigns that I am lawfully Seized in fee of

the afore-granted premifses; that they are free of all

incumbrances; that I have good right to sell and convey

the Same to the said Daniel, and that I will warrant and

defend the same premifses to the said Daniel, his heirs and

afligns forever, against the lawfull Claims and Demands
of all persons. In witnefs whereof, I the said EbnV Thurs-

ton by virtue of the above mentioned authority have

hereunto set my hand and Seal this Twenty forth day of

January in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hun-

dred and Ninetj^ Seven.

Eben^ Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, seald, and delivered

in prefence of us

John Thurston Ju^

Israel Turner.

Worcester fs. January 24*?^ 1797 Then the above

named Ebn!" Thurston personally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed

before me . . . Daniel Putnam Juflice of the Peace

Rec^ ye 24^^^ Jany 1797 And Recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Kendol Boutell? Deed

Know all men by these presents That I Ebn^ Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for said

Towai in consideration of One hundred and Ten dollars

paid by Kendol Boutell of Fitchburg in the County and
Commonwealth afore said Gentleman, The recipt whereof

I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and
convey unto the said Kendol Boutell by virtue of Au-

thority vested in me, by a vote of said Town, at a legal

meeting of the Inhabitants afsembled on the Tenth day of

March AD 1795 Two certain Pews in the New Meeting
houfe in said Fitchburg N? 4 and N? 12 on the lower

Floor agreable to the Plan of said Pews. To have and
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to hold the afore-granted Premifses to the said Kindol his

heirs and alligns to his and their Use and behoof forever,

and I do covenant with the said Kendol his heirs and
afligns, that I am law^fully Seized in fee of the afore

granted Premifles ; that they are free of all incumbrances

;

that I have good right to sell and convey the same to

the said Kindol, And that I will warrant and defend the

same Premifles to the said Kindol his heirs and afligns,

forever, against the lawfull Claims and Demands of all

persons in watnefs whereof I the said EbnT Thurston by
virtue of the above mentioned authority have hereunto

set my hand and Seal this Twenty forth day of January
in the year of Our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and
Ninety Seven. Ebenr Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Seald, and deliverd

in prefence of us —
Israel Turner

John Thurston JuT

Worcefter, fs. January 24*?^ 1797 Then the above
named Ebenr Thurston perfonally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inflrement to be his free act and Deed

Before me . . Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace.

Rec^ January 24^? 1797 And Recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[15] James Pool! Deed

Know all men by thefe prefents that I EbenT Thurston

of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of Maffachusetts Yeoman, and Treafurer for s^

Town In confideration of Thirty three Dollars & fifty

Cents paid by James Pool of Fitchburg in the County &
Commonwealth afore said Yeoman, the recipt whereof I

do hereby acknowledge do hereby give, grant. Sell and
convey unto the said James Pool by Virtue of Authority

vested in me by a vote of said Town at a legal meeting

of the Inhabitants Aflembled on the Tenth da}' of March
AD 1795 A certain Pew in the New^ Meeting houfe in s''

Fitchburg N? 24 on the lower Floor agreable to the Plan

of said Pew^s as they are now built, To have and to hold
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the afore-granted premifes to the said James his heirs and
affigns to his and their Ufe and behoof forever, and I do
covenent with the said James his heirs and afligns that I

am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore-granted premifes

;

that they are free of all incumbrances ; that I have good
right to sell and convey the same to the said James, and
that I will warrant and defend the same premifes to the

said James his heirs and affigns forever against the law-

full Claims and demands of all persons In witnefs where-

of I the said EbenT Thurston by virtue of authority

above mentioned have here unto set my hand and Seal

this Twenty'- forth Day of January in the year of our

Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and Ninety Seven.

Ebenr Thurston TreasT (Seal)

Signd, Seald, and delivered

in prefence of us

John Thurston JuV

Israel Turner.

Worcester fs. January 24*J» 1797 Then the above

named EbenY Thurston personally appeared and acknowl-

eded the above inftrement to be his free act and Deed

before me Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec^ January 24*? 1797 And recorded by
Joseph Fox Tow^n Clerk.

Joseph Downe? Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Eben!" Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman, and Treafurer for

s^ Town in confideration of Twenty Eight Dollars and

Sixty Seven Cents paid by Joseph Downe of Fitchburg in

the County and Commonwealth aforefaid Yeoman, The

receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give,

grant, Sell and convey unto the said Joseph Downe by

virtue of authority vested in me by a vote of said Town
at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants aflembled on the

Tenth day of March 1795 A certain Pew in the New
Meeting houfe in said Fitchburg N? 20 on the lower Floor
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agreable to the Plan of said Town as they are now built,

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said Joseph his heirs and affigns, to his and their Use and
behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said Joseph
his heirs and afllgns that I am lawfully Seized in fee of

the afore-granted premifes; that they are free of all

incumbrances ; that I have good right to sell and convey
the same to the said Joseph, and that I will warrant and
defend the same premifes to the said Joseph his heirs and
afllgns, forever, against the lawfull Claims and demands
of all perfons. In witnefs whereof, I the said EbenT Thurs-

ton by virtue of the authority above mentioned, have
here unto set my hand and Seal this Twenty forth Day
of January in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven
hundred & ninety Seven.

Ebenr Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Seald, and deli^

in prefence of us

John Thurston JuT

Israel Turner

Worcester fs. January 24<^?' 1797. Then the above
named EbenV Thurston perfonally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above inftrement to be his free Act and Deed

before me
Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec^ January 24,^'^ 1797 And recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[16] Joseph Low Junr Deed

Know all men by these presents, that I EbenV Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the Countj^ of Worcefter & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman, and Treafurer for said

Town, In confideration of Fifty six Dollars paid by Jo-

seph Low JunV of Fitchburg in the County and Common-
wealth afore said Yeoman, the receipt whereof I do here-

by acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and convey

unto the said Joseph Low Ju^ by Virtue of Authority

vested in me by a Vote of said Town at a legal meeting

of the Inhabitants affembled on the tenth day of March
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AD. 1795 A certain Pew in the New Meeting houfe in said

Fitchburg N? 7 on the lower Floor, agreable to the Plan

of said Pews as they are now built, To have and to hold

the afore-granted premifes to the said Joseph his heirs and

afligns, to his and their Use and behoof forever. And I

do covenant with the said Joseph his heirs and afligns

that I am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore-granted prem-

ifes; that they are free of all incumbrances; that I have

good right to Sell and convey the same to the said Joseph

And that I will warrant and defend the same to the said

Joseph his heirs and afligns forever, against the lawfull

Claims and demands of all persons. In witnefs whereof I

the said EbenT Thurston by virtue of the Authority above

mentioned have here unto Set my hand and Seal this

Twenty forth day of January in the year of our Lord one

thoufand Seven hundred and Ninety Seven.

EbenT Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Seald, and delivered

in prefence of us —
Paul Wetherbee

John Thurston JunT

Worcester fs. January 24^^ 1797 Then the above

named EbenT Thurston perfonally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed

before me .... Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec? January 24*1^ 1797 And recorded by
Joseph Fox Tov^n Clerk.

Jofeph Fox,s Deed

Know all men by these prefents, that I Eben': Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer for said

Town, In confideration of Forty Six dollars & fifty Cents

paid b}^ Joseph Fox of Fitchburg in the County and Com-
monwealth afore said Esq^ The receipt whereof I do here-

by acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and convey

unto the said Joseph Fox Esq^ by Virtue of Authority

Vested in me hy a vote of said Town at a legal meeting

of the Inhabitants Aflembled on the Tenth day of March
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AD 1795 A certain Pew in the New meeting houfe in said

Fitchburg N? 11, on the lower floor agreable to the Plan
of said Pews To have and to hold the afore-granted

premifes to the said Joseph his heirs and affigns to his

and their Use and behoof forever, And I do covenant with
the said Joseph his heirs and afsigns, that I am lawfully

seized in fee of the afore-granted premifes that they are

free of all incumbrances ; that I have good right to sell

and convey the same to the said Joseph, and that I will

warrant and defend the same premifses to the said Joseph
his heirs and affigns, forever, against the lawfull Claims

and Demands of all Persons. In witnefs whereof, I the

said EbenT Thurston by Virtue of authority above men-
tioned, have here unto sett my hand and Seal this twenty
forth Ci'cxy of Januar}^ in the year of our Lord One thou-

sand Seven hundred and Ninety Seven

Eben*; Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Seald, and delivered

in presence of us

John Thurston JuY

Daniel Putnum JuT

Worcefter fs. January 24^^ 1797 Then the above
named Eben*: Thurston perfonally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to be his free act & Deed

before me. Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec^' January 24^?' 1797 And recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[17] Israel Turner? Deed

Know all men by these prefents, That I EbenY Thurs-

ton of F'itchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts, Yeoman, & Treafurer for said

Town, In confideration of Thirty four Dollars lawfull

money paid by Israel Turner of Fitchburg in the County

and Commonwealth afore said Gentleman, The receipt

whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant,

sell and convey unto the said Israel Turner by virtue of

authority vested in me by a Vote of said Town at a legal

meeting of the Inhabitants affembled on the tenth day of
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March AD 1795 A certain Pew in the New Meeting houfe

in said Fitchburg N? 29, on the lower floor, agreable to

a Plan of the Pews as the are now built, To have and
to hold the afore-granted premifes to the said Israel his

heirs and affigns to his & their Use and behoof forever,

And I do covenant with the said Israel his heirs and af-

figns, that I am lawfully seized in fee of the afore-granted

premifes ; that they are free of all incumbrances ; that I

have good right to sell and convey the same to the said

Israel, and that I will warrant and defend the same prem-

ifes to the said Israel his heirs and afligns, forever, against

the lawfull Claims and Demands of all perfons. In wit-

nefs whereof, I the said Eben'; Thurston by virtue of the

authority above mentioned, have hereunto Set my hand
and Seal this Twenty forth Day of January in the year

of Our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred & Ninety Seven.

EbenV Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Scald, and delivered

in prefence of iis

John Thurston JuT

Mofes Hale.

Worcester fs. January 24*}! 1797 Then the above
named Eben^ Thurston personally apeared and acknowl-
edged the above Inftrement to be free act and Deed — be-

fore me, Daniel Putnum Justice of the Peace

Rec"? January 24*? 1797 And recorded by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Kendol Boutell JunV Deed
Know all men b3^ these presents. That I Ebenr Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of MalTachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for said

Town, In confideration of Thirty four Dollars & thirty

three Cents lawfull money paid by Kendol Boutell Jur of

Fitchburg in the County & Commonwealth afore said

Yeoman, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do
hereby give, grant, sell, and convey unto the said Kendol
Boutell Junr By Virtue of Authorit}^ vested in me by a
vote of said Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants
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Affembled on the Tenth day of March 1795, A certain

Pew in the New meeting houfe in said Fitchljurg N? 25
on the lower floor agreable to the Plan of said Pews as

they are now built. To have and to hold the afore-

granted premifes to the said Kendol his heirs and afsigns

to his and their Use and behoof forever. And I do cove-

nant with the said Kendol his heirs and afllgns, that I

am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore-granted premifes;

that they are free of all incumbrances; that I have good
right to sell and convey the same to the said Kendol, and
that I will warrant and defend the same premifes to the

said Kendol his heirs and afligns, forever, against the

Lawfull Claims and demands of all Persons. In witnefs

whereof I the EbenT Thurston by virtue of Authority

above mentioned have hereunto set my hand & Seal this

Twenty forth Day of January in the year of our Lord
One thoufand Seven hundred & Ninety Seven.

Ebenr Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Seald, & delivered

in prefence of us —
Israel Turner

John Thurston ]\x\

Worcester fs. January 24*^ 1797 Then the above
named EbenY Thurston personally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed
before me

Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec^ January 24th 1797 And recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[18] Hannah Cowdins Deed
Know all men by these presents, That I EbenT Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of MalTachufetts Yeoman, and Treafurer for said

Town, In confideration of Sixty six Dollars & fifty Cents

Lawfull money paid by Hannah Cowdin of Fitchburg in

the County and Commonwealth afore said The receipt

whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant,

Sell and convey unto the said Hannah Cowdin by Virtue
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of Authority Vested in me by a Vote of said Town at a

legal meeting of the Inhabitants afsembled on the Tenth

day of March AD 1795, A certain Pew in the New Meet-

ing houfe in said Fitchburg N? 3 agreable to the Plan of

said Pews, as they are now built, To have and to hold

the afore-granted premifes to the said Hannah her heirs

and affigns to her and their Use and behoof forever. And
I do covenant with the said Hannah her heirs and affigns,

that I am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore-granted prem-

ifes that they are free of all incumbrances; that I have

good right to Sell and convey the Same to the said Han-
nah, And that I will warrant and defend the same prem-

ifes to the said Hannah, her heirs and affigns, forever,

against the lawfuU claims and demands of all Persons.

In witnefs whereof the said Ebn^ Thurston by virtue of

the above mentioned Authority, have here unto set my
hand and Seal this Twenty forth Day of January in the

year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and Ninety

Seven in presence of us

EbenT Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Seald, and delivered

in prefence of us

John Thurston JunT

John Goodridge.

Worcester fs. January 24t^ 1797 Then the above

EbenT Thurston personally appeared and acknowledged

the above Inflrement to be his free act and Deed before me
Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec? January 26*?* 1797 And recorded by —
JOvSeph Fox Town Clerk

Thomas Cowdins Deed

Know all men by these presents, that I Eben^ Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer for

said Town in confideration of Forty three Dollars lawfull

money paid by Tho^ Cowdin of Fitchburg in the County
and Commonwealth afore said Yeoman, the receipt where-

of I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell
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and convey unto the said Thomas Cowdin by Virtue of

Authority vested in me by a Vote of said Town at a

legal meeting of the Inhabitants Affemliled on the Tenth

day of March AD 1795 A certain Pew in the New meet-

ing houfe in said Fitchburg N? 16 on the lower floor

agreable to the plan of said Pews, To have and to hold

the afore-granted premifes to the said Thomas his heirs

and afTigns, to his and their Use and behoof forever. And
I do covenant with the said Thomas his heirs and afligns

that I am lawfully seized in fee of the afore-granted prem-

ifes ; that that they are free of all incumbrances ; that I

have good right to sell and convey the same to the said

Thomas, and that I will warrant and defend the same
premifes to the said Thomas his heirs and afligns, forever,

against the lawfull Claims and demands of all Persons.

In witnefs whereof, I the said Eben': Thurston by virtue

of Authority above mentioned, have hereunto set my
hand and Seal this Twenty forth Day of January in the

year of Our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and Ninety

Seven Ebenr Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Seald, and delivered

in prefence of us —
John Goodridge
Angier Cowdin

Worcester fs. January 24^*^ 1797 Then the above
named EbenT Thurston perfonally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed
before me

Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec^ January 26*^?' 1797 And recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[19] Angier Cowdins Deed
Know all men by these presets, That I EbenT Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maflachufetts, Yeoman and Treafurer for

said Town, In confideration of Eighteen Dollars lawfull

money paid by Angier Cowdin of Fitchburg in the County
and Commonwealth afore said Laborour, The receipt



Toxvn of FitcJiburg. 33

whereof I do hereb\^ acknowledge, do hereby give, grant.

Sell and convey unto the said Angier Cowdin by Virtue

of Authority vested in me by a Vote of said Town at a

legal meeting of the Inhabitants aflembled on the Tenth

day of March AD 1795, A certain Pew in the New Meet-

ing houfe in said Fitchburg N? 8, in the Gallery agreable

to the Plan of the Pews, as they are now built. To have

and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the said Angier

his heirs and affigns, to his and their Use and behoof for-

ever, And I do covenant with the said Angier his heirs

and affigns, that I am lawfully seized in fee of the afore-

granted premifes; that they are free of all incumbrances;

that I have good right to sell and convey the same to

the said Angier, And that I will warrant and defend the

same premifes to the said Angier his heirs and affigns, for-

ever, against the lawfull Claims and demands of all per-

sons. In witnefs whereof, I the said Eben^ Thurston by

virtue of the Authority above mentioned have hereunto

set my hand and Seal this Twenty fourth day of January
in the year of Our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and

Ninety Seven
Ebenr Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Seald, and delivered

in presence of us —
John Goodridge
Abijah Goodridge

Worcester fs. January 24*^?' 1797 Then the above

named EbenV Thurston personally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed

before me
Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec^ January 26*^ 1797 And recorded by.—
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

David Hodgfkins Deed

Know all men by thefe presents that I Ebenezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer for said

Town in Confideration of Forty one dollars & fiftv Cents
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lawfull money paid by David Hodgfkins of Fitchburg in

the County and Commonwealth afore said, Yeoman, The
receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give,

grant. Sell and convey unto the said David Hodgfkins by
virtue of authority vested in me by a vote of said Town,
at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants affembled on the

Tenth day of March AD. 1795 A certain Pew in the New
meeting houfe in said Fitchburg N? 14 on the lower floor

agreable to the Plan of said Pews as they are now built.

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said David his heirs and afllgns to his and their Use and
behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said David his

heirs and afligns, that I am lawfull Seized in fee of the

afore granted .premifes ; that they are free of all incum-

brances ; that I have good right to Sell and convey the

same to the said David, and that I will warrant and
defend the same premifes to the said David his heirs and
afl^igns, forever, against the Lawfull Claims and demands
of all persons In witnefs whereof, I the said Ebn^ Thurs-

ton by virtue of the Authority above mentioned have here

unto Set my hand and Seal this Twenty forth day of

January in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hun-

dred & Ninety Seven.
EbenT Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Sealed and delivered

in prefence of us.

Thomas Gibson

Peter Snow.

Worcefter fs. April S''^ 1797 the above named Ebn":

Thurston personally appeared and acknowledged the above
Inftrement to be his free act and Deed before me

Daniel Putnum Juftice of the Peace

Rec^ April S''? 1797 and Recorded by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[30] Aaron Eaton Deed

Know all men by these prefents that I EbneT Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of Maflachufetts, Yeoman and Treafurer for said

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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Town, In confideration of Eighteen dollars and fifty Cents

lawfull mone}^ paid by Aaron Eaton of Fitchburg in the

County and Commonwealth afore said Yeoman, The receipt

w^hereof I do hereby acknowledge do hereby give, grant,

Sell and convc)'^ unto the said Aaron Eaton by Virtue of

Authority vested in me by a vote of said Town at a legal

meeting of the Inhabitants Afsembled on the Tenth day of

March 1795 A certain Pew in the New meeting Houfe in

said Fitchburg N? 25 in the Gallery agreable to the Plan

of the Pews as they are now built. To have and to hold

the afore granted premifes to the said Aaron his heirs

and afilgns to his and their Ufe and behoof forever and

I do covenant with the said Aaron his heirs and affigns

that I am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore granted

premilTes ; that they are free of all incumbrances ; that I

have good right to sell and convey the same to the said

Aaron, And that I will warrant and defend the same prem-

ifes to the said Aaron his heirs and affigns forever, against

the lawfull claims and demands of all persons In wit-

nefs whereof I the said Ebner Thurston by Virtue of Au-

thority above mentioned, have here unto set my hand and

and Seal this twenty forth day of January in the year

of Our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and Ninety Seven

EbnV Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd Seald and delivered

in prefence of us.

Thomas Gibson

Peter Snow

Worcester fs. April 3''^ 1797 Then the above named
Ebne^ Thurston personally appeared and acknowleded the

above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed before me,

Daniel Putnum Justice of the Peace.

Reed 2lst April 1797 and recorded by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Jonathan Woods Deed

Know all men b^' these presents that I Ebner Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer for said
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Town, In confideration of Fifty One dollars & fifty Cents
lawfull money paid by Jonathan Wood of Fitchburg in

the Countj' and Commonwealth afore said Gentleman,
The recp* whereof I do hereby acknowledge do hereby

give grant sell and convey unto the said Jon? Wood by
virtue of Authority vested in me by a Vote of said Town
at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants affembled on the

Tenth day of March AD 1795 a certain Pew in the New
meeting Houfe in said Fitchburg N? 8 on the lower floor

agreable to the Plan of said Pews, — To have and to

hold the afore-granted premifes to the said Jonathan his

heirs and Affigns to his and their life and behoof forever,

and I do covenant with the said Jonathan his heirs and
Afllgns that I am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore granted

premifes ; that they are free of all incumbrances, that I

have good right to sell and convey the same to the said

Jonathan, and that I will warrant and defend the same
premifes to the said Jonathan his heirs and afligns forever

against the lawfull Claims and demands of all persons

in witnefs whereof I t4ie said Ebn^ Thurston by virtue

of the authority above mentioned have here unto set my
hand and seal this Twenty forth Day of January in the

year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and ninety

seven. Eben^ Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd seald and delivered

in prefence of us.

David Pratt

John Thurston ]\x\

Worcester fs. January 24^*^ 1797 then the above
named EbenY Thurston personally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inllrement to be his free act and Deed

before me Daniel Putnum Justice of the Peace.

Reed May 18^^ 1797 & recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

['^1] Tho! Cowdin to Blany Phillips Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Thomas Cow-
din of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman In confideration
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of Fourteen dollars thirty three Cents lawfull money paid

by Blany Phillips of Fitchburg in the County & Common-
wealth afore said Yeoman, the receipt whereof I do hereby

acknowledge, do hereby give grant, sell and convey unto

the said Blany Phillips, One third part of Pew N? 16 on

the lower flower in the New meeting houfe, that is one

half of pew N? 17 as they are now built To have and to

hold the afore granted premifes to the said Blany his heirs

and affigns to his and their UvSe and behoof forever. And I

do covenant with the said Blany his heirs and affigns that I

am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore-granted premifes

;

that they are free of all incumbrances ; that I have good
right to sell and convey the same to the said Blany, and

that I will warrant and defend the same premifes to the

said Blany his heirs and affigns forever, against the law-

full Claims and Demands of all persons in witnefs where-

of I the said Thomas Cowdin have here unto set my
hand and Seal this eight daj^ of August in the year of

our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred & ninety Seven.

Tho! Cowdin (Seal)

Signd sealed and delivered

in prefence of us.

Seth Phillips

Robert Sampson

Worcester fs August 21i* 1797 then the above named
Thomas Cowdin perfonally appeared & acknowledged the

above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed before me
Israel Turner Justice of the Peace

Rec^ 21^?^ Augt 1797 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk,

Jon^ Wood to Blany Phillips.

Know all men by these presents that I Jonathan

Wood of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Gentleman, In confideration

of Seventeen dollars and Seventeen Cents paid by Blany

Phillips of Fitchburg in the County and Commonwealth
afore said Yeoman, The recp^ whereof I do hereby ac-

knowledge Do hereby grant sell and convey unto the said
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Blany Phillips half of the Pew in the New Meeting houle

now numbered Seventeen in said Fitchburg on the lower

flour not according to the plan of said pews it being one

third of number eight the west End according to the plan

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to

the said Blany his heirs and afligns to his & their Ufe and
behoof forever that I have good right to sell the same to

the said Blany, And that I will Warrant and defend the

Same premifes to the said Blany his heirs and afligns for-

ever against the lawfull Claims and demands of all per-

sons in witnefs whereof I the said Jonathan Wood have
hereunto set my hand and Seal this April 6^^ day in the

year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred & ninety

Seven Jonathan Wood (Seal)

Signd Scald & deliverd

in prefence of

Simeon Farwell

James Cowdin

Worcester, fs: April 6*?* 1797 Then the above Jona-
than Wood personallj^ appeared & acknowledged the

above Inftrement to be his free act & Deed before

Israel Turner Justice of peace

[22] Thomas Eaton, to Robert Sampson a Deed
Know all men by these presents that I Tho! Eaton

of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of Maflachufetts Yeoman

In confideration of Twenty One dollars lawfull money
paid by Robert Sampson of Fitchburg in the County &
Commonw^ealth afore said Yeoman.

The receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do here-

by give, grant, Sell and convey unto the said Robert
Sampson The one half of a Certain Pew in the New meet-

ing houfe in said Fitchburg N? 44 on the lower floor quan-
tit3^ & quallit3% To have and to hold the afore-granted

premiffes to the said Robert his heirs and affigns to his

and there Use and behoof forever, and I do covenant with
the said Robert that I am lawfull}^ seized in fee of the afore-

granted premifes; that they are free of all incumbrances;
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that I have good right to sell and convey the same to

the said Robert and that I will warrant and defend the

same Premii'es to the said Robert his heirs and afligns,

forever, against the lawfull Claims and demands of all

persons. In witnefs whereof I the said Tho? Eaton have
hereunto set my hand and Seal this Twenty first day of

August In the year One thoufand Seven hundred and
Ninety Seven. Thomas Eaton (Seal)

Signd Sealed & deliverd

in prefence of^
Tho? Cowdin
Aaron Wheeler

Worcefter. fs, August 2l!* 1797 Then the above named
Thomas Eaton perfonally appeared and acknow^ledged the

above Inftrement to be his free act & Deed before me
Israel Turner Juftice of the peace

Rec^ Aug^ 21!^ 1797 and recorded by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Stephen Thurston Deed

Know all men by these prefents that I EbnT Thurston
of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts, Yeoman & Treafurer for s*^ Town
In confideration of Forty two dollars & fifty Cents law-

full money paid by Stephen Thurston of Fitchburg in the

County and Commonwealth afore said Yeoman
The receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do here-

by give, grant, sell and convey unto the said Stephen

Thurston by virtue of Authority vested in me by a vote

of said Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants afsem-

bled the Tenth day of March AD. 1795 A certain Pew in

the New Meeting houfe in said Fitchburg N? 41 on the

lower Floor agreable to the Plan of the Pews as they are

now built. To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes

to the said Stephen his heirs and affigns to his and their

Ufe and behoof forever. And I do covenant with the said

Stephen his heirs and afligns that I am lawfully seized in

fee of the afore-granted premifes that they are free of all

incumbrances; that I have good right to Sell and convey
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the Same to the said Stephen. And that I will warrant

and defend the same premifes to the s"? Stephen his heirs

and alTigns forever; against the lawfull Claims and de-

mands of all persons In witnefs whereof, I the said Ebn^

Thurston bv virtue of the authority above mentioned,

have here unto set my hand and Seal this Twenty forth

day of January in the year of Our Lord One thoufand

Seven hundred and Ninety Seven.

Eben": Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Sealed, and delivered

in prefence of us —
John Thurston JuT

John Putnum Ju^

Worcefter fs. January 24*? 1797 then the above named
Ebenezer Thurston perfonally appeared and acknowledged

the above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed — before

me Daniel Putnum Justice of the Peace

Rec^ August 24^? 1797 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[33] John Thurston Junr a Deed

Know all Men by these prefents. That I Ebnezer

Thurston of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and
Commonw^ealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for

said Town — In confideration of Thirty six dollars &
Sixty Seven cents lawfull money paid by John Thurston

Ju^ of Fitchburg in the County and Commonwealth afore

said Yeoman The receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl-

edge, do hereby give, grant, sell and convey unto the said

John Thurston Ju*; by Virtue of Authority vested in me by
a vote of said Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabi-

tants affembled the tenth day of March AD 1795 A cer-

tain Pew in the New meeting houfe in said Fitchburg N?
49 on the lower floor agreable to the Plan of the Pews
as they are now built

To have and to hold the afore-granted premiffes to

the said John his heirs and ailigns to his and their Ufe

and behoof forever and I do covenant with the said John
his heirs and afligns that I am lawfully Seized in fee of the
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afore-granted premifes ; that they are free of all incum-

brances ; that I have good right to sell and convey the

same to the said John, and that I will warrant an'cT defend

the same premifes to the said John his heirs and affigns

forever, against the lawful] Claims and demands of all

persons in witnefs whereof I the said Ebnezer Thurston

by virtue of Authority above mentioned, have hereunto

set my hand and Seal this Twenty forth Day of January
in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred &
Ninety Seven, . . EbenT Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd sealed and delivered

in prefence of . .

Jonathan Wood
Paul Wetherbee

Worcester fs January 24^'' 1797 Then the above named
Ebne"! Thurston personally appeared and acknowledged
the above Inflrement to be his free act and Deed before

me Daniel Putnam Juflice of the I'eace

Rec*? Novr 14*'^ 1797 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Thomas Thurston Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Ebnezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for said

Town In consideration of Forty four dollars lawfull

money paid by Thomas Thurston of Fitchburg in the

County and Commonwealth afore said. Gentleman, The
recpt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give,

grant. Sell and convey unto the said Thomas Thurston by
virtue of Authority Vested in me by a vote of s*^ Town at

a legal meeting of the Inhabitants, afsembled on the Tenth
day of March 1795 A certain Pew in the New meeting
houfe in said Fitchburg N? 37 on the lower Floor agre-

able to the Plan of the Pews as they are now built . .

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to the

said Thomas his heirs and afligns to his and their Use and
behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said Thomas
his heirs and Affigns, that I am lawfully Seized in fee of
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the afore-granted premiles that they are free of all incum-

brances, that I have good right to sell and convey the

same to the said Thomas, And that I will warrant and
defend the same premifes to the said Thomas his heirs and
affigns, forever, against the lawfull Claims and demands of

all Persons In witnefs whereof I the said EbnT Thurston
by virtue of the Authorit3' above mentioned, have here-

unto Set m3^ hand and Seal this Twenty forth day of Jan-
uary in the year of our Lord one thoufand Seven hundred
and Ninety Seven. EbenT Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd Sealed and delivered

in prefence of

John Thurston Ju^

John Goodridge

Worcester, fs : Januar}^ 24^^ 1797 Then the above
named Ebenr Thurston personally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to be his free Act and Deed

before me Daniel Putnum Justice of the Peace

Rec^ 29*.^ Nov": 1797 and Recorded by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

['^4] Ephraim Kimboll? Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Ebne^ Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the Count3^ of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maflachufetts Yeoman — and Treafurer for

said Town, In confideration of Thirty Seven dollars &
thirty three Cents lawfull money paid by Ephraim Kim-
boll of Fitchburg in the County & Commonwealth afore

said Yeoman, The receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl-

edge, do hereb}' give grant, Sell and conve\^ unto the said

Ephraim KimboU b\' virtue of Authority vested in me by

a Vote of said Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabi-

tants affembled on the Tenth day of March AD. 1795, A
certain Pew in the New Meeting houfe in said Fitchburg

N? 42. on the lower floor agreable to the plan of the

Pews as they are now built. To have and to hold the

afore-granted premifes to the said Ephraim his heirs and

Afligns to his and their life and behoof forever and I do

covenant with the said Ephraim his heirs and Affigns, that



Town of FitcJibiiTg. 43

I am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore-granted premifes

;

that they are free of all incumbrances, that I have good

right to Sell und convey the same to the said Ephraim,

And that I will warrant and defend the same premifes to

the said Ephraim his heirs and affigns forever, against the

lawfull Claims and demands of all persons In witnefs

whereof I the said EbneT Thurston by virtue of the Au-

thority above mentioned have here unto set my hand &
seal this Twenty forth Day of January in the year of our

Lord One thoufand Seven hundred & Ninety Seven.

EbenT Thurston Treafurer. (Seal)

Signd Scald & deliverd

in prefence of us.

Worcester, fs: December 30*.^ 1797 Then the above

named Ebenr Thurston personally appeared & acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to me his free act and Deed

before me Daniel Putnum Justice of the Peace

Rec"? 30^^ December 1797 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Ebenf Thurston^ Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Joseph Fox of

Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Commonwealth
of Maflachufetts EsqV & Clerk for said Town of Fitch-

burg In confideration of Fifty six dollars & Eighty three

cents lawfull money paid by Ebner Thurston of Fitchburg

afore said Yeoman, The recep! whereof I do hereby ac-

knowledge, do hereby give grant, sell and convey unto the

said Eben": Thurston by Virtue of Authority vested in me
by a vote of said Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabi-

tants affembled the eighteenth day of May 1797, Two cer-

tain Pews in the New Meeting houfe in said Fitchburg

viz N? 32 on the lower floor. And N? 26 in the Gallery

agreable to the Plan of the Pews as they are now built,

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said Ebenr Thurston his heirs and afligns to his and their

Use and behoof forever And I do covenant with the said

Eben^ Thurston his heirs and affigns that I am lawfully

seized in fee of the afore-granted Premifes; that they are
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free of all incumbrances, that I have good right to sell

and convey the Same to the said Eben^ Thurston, And
that I will warrant and defend the same premiles to the

said Ebenr his heirs and afiigns forever against the law-

full claims and demands of all Persons. In witnefs where-

of I the said Joseph Fox by virtue of the Authority above
mentioned—have hereunto Set my hand and Seal this

twenty Eighth day of December in the year of Our Lord
One thoufand Seven hundred & Ninety Seven.

Joseph Fox Town Clerk (Seal)

Signd Seald & delivered

in prefence of us

Zacheus Farwell

Thomas Gibson.

Worcester, fs: December 30*^!^ 1797 Then the above
named Joseph Fox Esqr perfonally appeared and acknowl-

edged the above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed

before me Daniel Putnum Juftice of the Peace

Rec^ 30 December 1797 and recorded by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[25] Joseph Fox? Deed

Know all men by thCvSe present That I Ebnezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for said

Town, In confideration of Fifty dollars lawfull money
paid by Joseph Fox of Fitchburg afore said Esq'. The
recep^ whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give,

grant, sell and convey unto the said Joseph Fox by Virtue

of Authority vested in me by a vote of said Town at a

legal meeting of the Inhabitants aflembled on the tenth

day of March AD 1795 Two Certain Pews in the New
Meeting Houfe in said Fitchburg N? 47 on the lower

flower & N? 15 in the Gallery

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to the

said Joseph his his and afligns to his and their Use and

behoof forever. And I do covenant with the said Joseph

his heirs and Afligns that I am lawfully Seized in fee of

the afore-granted premifes; that they are free of all in-
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cumbrances; that I have good right to sell and convey
the same to the said Joseph, And that I v^^ill warrant and
defend the Same premiles to the said Joseph his heirs and
Affigns forever, against the lawfull Claims and demands
of all persons. In witnefs whereof, I the said Ebnezer
Thurston by Virtue of Authority above mentioned, have
here unto set my hand and Seal this First day of January
In the year of Our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred ik.

ninety Eight. Ebenezer Thurston Treafurer — (Seal)

Signd, Sealed, & delivered

in prefence of us,

Abraham Willard

Oliver Fox

Worcefter, fs, March 12*1' 1798 then the above named
Ebner Thurston personally appeared and Acknowledged
the above Inftrument to be his free Act and Deed Before

me Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Reed March 12^.^ 1798 And recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Daniel M. Stearns Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Ebenezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer for

said Town in confideration of Forty dollars & thirty

three Cents lawfull money paid by Daniel. M. Stearns of

Fitchburg in the County and Commonwealth afore said

Yeoman, The recep^ whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do
hereby give, grant, sell and convey unto the said Daniel.

M. Stearns by virtue of Authority vested in me hy a vote

of said Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants affem-

bled on the tenth day of March AD. 1795 a certain Pew
in the New Meeting houfe in said Fitchburg N? 10 on the

lower floor agreable to the Plan of said Pews ....
To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said Daniel his heirs and Afligns to his & their life and
behoof forever and I do covenant with the said Daniel his

heirs and Affigns that I am lawfully seized in fee of the

afore-granted premifes ; that they are free of all incum-
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brances ; that I have good right to sell and convey the

Same to the said Daniel, and that I will vv^arrant and
defend the Same premifes to the said Daniel his heirs and
afligns forever, against the lawfull Claims and Demands of

all Persons, In witnefs whereof, I the said Ebenezer Thurs-

ton by virtue of Authority above mentioned, have here-

unto set my hand and Seal this Twenty forth Day of

January in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hun-

dred & Ninety Seven EbenV Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd Sealed and delivered

in prefence of us

John Thurston Ju''

Mofes Hale

Worcefler fs January 24!** 1797 Then the above named
EbenT Thurston perfonally appeared and acknowledged the

above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed before me
Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peice

Rec^ Jany 2>''^ 1799 and recored by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[26] Joseph Fox Deed
Know all men by these presents that I Daniel. M.

Stearns of Fitchburg in the Count}^ of Worcester & Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman, In confideration of

Sixty Six dollars & Sixty Six Cents paid by Joseph Fox
of Fitchburg afore said Esq": the receipt whereof I do
hereby acknowledge do hereby give, grant, sell, and con-

vey unto the said Joseph Fox, A certain Pew in the New
meeting houfe in said Fitchburg N? Ten on the lower flour,

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to the

said Joseph Fox his heirs and Afligns to his & their Ufe

and behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said

Joseph Fox his heirs and afligns that I am lawfully seized

in fee of the afore granted premifes ; that they are free of

all incumbrances ; that I have good right to sell and con-

vey the Same to the said Joseph Fox and that I will war-
rant and defend the Same premifes to the said Joseph Fox
his heirs and aflTigns forever against the lawfull Claims and
demands of all persons In witnefs whereof I the said



Toivji of FitcJibnrg. 47

Daniel. M. Stearns have hereunto Set my hand and Seal

this third Day of January in the year of our Lord One
thoufand Seven hundred & ninety nine

Daniel. M. Stearns (Seal)

I confent Mary Stearns . . . (Seal)

Signd Seald & delivered

in prefence of—
Daniel Putnam
Jacob Gibson

Jonathan Davis

Worcester fs Januar)^ ?>^^ 1799 then Daniel M. Stearns

personally appeared and acknowledged the above inftre-

ment to be his free act and Deed before me
Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peice

Rec^ 4th
()f Janry 1799 & recored by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Daniel. M. Stearns Deed
Know all men by these presents that I, Joseph Fox of

Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Esq": In confideration of Sixty

dollars paid by Daniel M. Stearns of Fitchburg afore said

Yeoman, The recp^ whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do
hereby give, grant, sell, and convey unto the said Daniel

M. Stearns A certain Pew in the New meeting houfe in

said Fitchburg Number Forty Seven on the lower floor,

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said Daniel his heirs and aflligns to his and their Ufe and
behoof forever and I do covenant with the said Daniel his

heirs and affigns that I am lawfully seized in fee of the

afore-granted premifes ; that they are free of all incum-
brances; that I have good right to sell and convey the

same to the said Daniel, and that I will warrant and
defend the Same premifes to the said Daniel his heirs and
Afllgns forever, against the lawfull Claims and demands
of all persons. In witnefs whereof I the said Joseph Fox
have hereunto set ray hand & seal this third day of Janu-
ary in the year of Our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred
& ninety nine. Joseph Fox (Seal)
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Signd Sealed & delivered

in prefence of—
Daniel Putnum
Jacol) Gibson.

Worcester fs January S""^ 1799 then Joseph Fox
above named perfonally appeared and acknowleded the

above inftrement tf) be his free act and Deed — before me
Daniel Putnam Justice of the I'eace

Rec^ January 4*^ 1799. & recorded by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[27] John Carter Jun""? Deed
Know all men by these presents, that Angier Cowdin

of Fitchburg in County of Worcester & Commonwealth
of Mafsachusetts, Yeoman, in Consideration of Eighteen
Dollars lawful Money, paid by John Carter of Fitchburg
in the County & Commonwealth aforefaid, the recept

whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do herby give, grant,

fell, & convey unto the faid John Carter Jun": A Certain

Pew^ in the New Meeting house in faid Fitchburg N? 8, in

the Gallery To have & to hold the afore granted prem-
ifes to the faid John, his heirs, & Afsigns, to his & their

use and Behoof forever, And I do covenant with the faid

John, his Heirs, and Afsigns, That I am lawfully feized in

fee of the afore granted premifes; That they are free of

all Incumbrances ; That I have good right to fell and Con-
vey the fame to the faid John And that I will war-
rant & defend the fame Premifes to the faid John his heirs

and afsigns forever, against the lawful Claims and De-

mands of all Persons in Witnefs w^hereof I the faid Angier
Cowdin have hereunto fet my hand & Seal this Eleventh

Day of January in the year of Our Lord One thoufand
feven hundred and ninety nine. Angier Cowdin (Seal)

Signed, Sealed, & Deliverd

in presents of Us
Daniel Putnam
John Thurston Junr

Worcester ^. January 15*.? 1799 Then the above
named Angier Cowdin personally appeared and acknowl-



Tcnvn of FitcJiburg. 49

edged the Above Inllrument to be his free Aet & Deed —
before me Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Reed jf^i-i^.
15th 1799 ^ recorded for

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Oliver Fox

[28] Daniel Putnam^ Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Ebenezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer for said

Town In conlideration of fifty Six dollars lawfull money
paid by Daniel Putnam of Fitchburg in the County and
Commonwealth afore said EsqY The recept whereof I do
hereby acknowledge, do hereliy give, grant, sell and conve\^

unto the said Daniel Putnum Esq^ by Virtue of Authority

vested in me by a Vote of said Town at a legal meeting

of the Inhabitants affembled on the Tenth day of March
AD 1795, A certain Pew in the New Meeting houfe in

said Fitchburg N? 9 on the lower floor, agreeable to the

Plan of said Pews as they are now built,

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said Daniel his heirs and AflTigns to his and their Ufe and
behoof forever, And I do covenant with the said Daniel

his heirs and Afl^igns, that I am lawfulh^ Seized in fee of

the afore-granted premifes, that they are free of all incum-

brances, that I have good right to Sell and convey the

Same to the said Daniel, and that I will warrant and
defend the same premifes to the said Daniel his heirs and
afligns, forever, against the lawfull claims and demands of

all Persons, in witnefs whereof I the said Ebn^ Thurston

by virtue of the above mentioned Authoritj' have here-

unto Set my hand and Seal this Twenty forth day of Jan-

uary in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred

and Ninety Seven. EbenV Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Sealed, and delivered

in prefence of

Jonathan Wood
David Pratt.

5
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Worcefter. fs. January S*".^ 1798 then the above named
EbenT Thurston perfohally appeared and acknowledged the

above inftrument to be his free act and Deed before me —
Israel Turner Justice of the peace

Rec<? April 2^^ 1799. and Recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Joseph Fox? Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Ebnezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer for

said Town, In confideration of Twenty- five dollars &
Eighty four Cents lawfull money paid by Joseph Fox of

Fitchburg in the County & commonwealth aforesaid EsqV

The Receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby

give, grant, sell and convey unto the said Joseph Fox by

virtue of Authority vested in me by vote of said Town
at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants affembled on the

tenth day of March 1795, A certain Pew in the New
meeting houfe N? 1. in the Gallery agreable to the plan

of the Pews as they are now built.

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said Joseph Fox his heirs and afligns, to his and their

Use and behoof forever, And I do covenant with the said

Joseph Fox his heirs and AlTigns that I am lawfully Seized

in fee of the afore-gran ted premifes that they are free of

all incumbrances; that I have good right to sell and con-

vey the Same to the said Joseph Fox, And that I will

warrant and defend the same premifes to the said Joseph

Fox his heirs and afligns forever against the lawfull Claims

and demands of all persons In witnefs whereof I the

said Ebn^ Thurston by virtue of Authority above men-

tioned have here unto set my hand and Seal this twenty

second day of July in the j^ear of our Lord one thoufand

Seven hundred & ninety nine

Eben^ Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd Sealed and deli^

in prefence of

Sally Cook
Lydia T. Allen
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Worcester fs. Sep^ 4*11 1799 The above named Ebn*;

Thurston personally acknowledged the above Inftrement

to be his free act and Deed before me
Israel Turner Justis of the Peace

Recorded y^ X&y^ Oct": 1799 by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[39] Seth Phillips Deed

Know all men by these presents that I Ebn!; Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for said

Town —
In confideration of Sixty four dollars & thirty three

Cents lawfull money paid by Seth Phillips of Fitchburg

in the County and Commonw^ealth afore said Gentleman
The receipt whereof I do hereb3^ acknowledge, do here-

by give, grant, sell and convey unto the said Seth Phil-

lips by virtue of Authorit}^ Vested in me by a vote of said

Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants affembled on

the tenth day of March AD 1795 A Certain Pew in the

New Meeting houfe houfe in said Fitchburg N? 5 on the

lower floor agreable to the Plan of s"? Pews as they are

now built To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes

to the said Seth his heirs and afligns to his and their Ufe

and behoof forever, And I do covenant with the said

Seth his heirs and alTigns, that I am lawfully Seized in

fee of the afore-granted premifes, that they are free of all

incumbrances that I have good right to sell & convey the

same to the said Seth, and that I wmII warrant and defend

the same premifes to the said Seth his heirs and Afligns,

forever, against the lawfull Claims and demands of all

persons. In watnefs whereof, I the said Ebn!; Thurston by
virtue of the above mentioned authority have hereunto

Set my hand & Seal this Twenty forth day of January
in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and
Ninety Seven. Eben'; Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Sealed, and delivered

in prefence of us.

Peter Snow
Tho? Gibson
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Worcester, fs : April 6^^ 1797 Then the above named
EbenV Thurston personally appeared & acknowledged the

above Inftrement to be his free Act & Deed before me
Israel Turner Justice of the Peace

ReC? March lO^i^ 1800 & recorded

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Seth Phillips Deed

Know all men by these prefents that I Solomon Day
of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Sadler, in confideration of thirteen

dollars & Eighty- Seven Cents paid b\' Seth Phillips of

Fitchburg in the County & Commonwealth afore said

Gentleman — The recep^ whereof I do hereby acknowledge

do hereby give, grant. Sell and convey unto the said Seth

Phillips half a certain Pew in the New meeting houfe in

Fitchburg N? 46 on the lower floor. To have and to hold

the afore granted premifes to the said Seth his heirs and
aflTigns to his and their Use and behoof forever. And I do
covenant with the said Seth his heirs and afligns that I

am lawfully Seized in fee of the afore-granted premifes,

that the\^ are free from all incumbrances, that I have

good right to sell and convey the Same to the said Seth,

and I will warrant and defend the same premifes to the

said Seth his heirs and afligns forever against the lawful!

Claims and demands of all persons in w^itnefs whereof I

the said Solomon Daj^ have here unto Set my hand and
Seal this Second day of May in the year of our Lord
One thoufand Seven hundred & ninety nine

Solomon Day (Seal)

Signd, Seald & delivered

in prefence of us

Samuel Derby

Jonas Marfliall

Worcester, fs; March 3''^' 1800 then the above named
Solomon Day Personally appeared and acknowledged the

above Inftrement by him Subfcribed to be his free act &
Deed — before Israel Turner Justice of the Peace

Reed March 10!^ 1800 & recored by

Joseph Town Clerk,
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[30] Eben'' Thurston Treafurer^ Deed to Nehemiah

Fuller

Know all men by these presents That I Ebenr: Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman In consideration of Forty

two Dollars lawfull money paid by Nehemiah Fuller of

Fitchburg afore said, The receipt whereof I do hereby

acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, Sell and convey unto

the said Nehemiah Fuller, by Virtue of Authority Vested

in me by a vote of said Town at a legal meeting of the

Inhabitants affembled on the tenth day of March AD 1795
A certain Pew in the New Meeting houfe in said Fitch-

burg N? 40 on the lower floor. To have and to hold the

afore-granted premifes to the said Nehemiah his heirs

and Aflligns to his and their Use and behoof forever.

And I do covenant with the said Nehemiah his heirs

and Affigns that I am lawfully Seized in fee of the

afore-granted premifes : That they are free of all incum-

brances ; that I have good right to sell and convey the

same to the said Nehemiah, And that I will warrant
and defend the same premifes to the said Nehemiah his

heirs and affigns, forever, against the lawfull claims and
demands of all persons. In witnefs whereof, I the said

Eben^ Thurston by Virtue of Authority above mentioned

have hereunto set my hand and Seal this first da^^ of

January in the year of Our Lord One thoufand Seven

hundred and ninety' Eight.

Eben": Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Sealed, and delivered,

in prefence of us,

Sally Purkins

Lydia T. Allen

Worcester fs March 17^'' 1800 Then the above named
EbenT Thurston Personally appeared & acknowleded the

above Inflrement to be his free Act and Deed — before me
Israel Turner Justice of the Peace

Reed March 17^?^ ISOO And recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk
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EbenY Thurston Treafurer! Deed to Verin Daniels

Know all men by these presents that I Ebenr Thurston
of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of MaHachufetts, Yeoman & Treafurer for said

Town In consideration of forty One dollars & fifty Cents

lawfull money paid b^^ Verin Daniels of Fitchburg in the

County and Commonwealth afore said Yeoman
The receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do here-

by give, grant, sell and convey unto the said Verin Daniels

by virtue of Authority vested in me by a Vote of said

Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants affembled on

the tenth day of March AD 1795 a certain Pew in the

meeting houfe in said Fitchburg N? 30 on the lower floor,

agreeable to the Plan of the Pews as they are nou^ built.

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to the

said Verin his heirs and AfTigns to his and their Use and
behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said Verin his

heirs and Affigns that I am lawfully seized in fee of the

afore-granted premifes, that they are free of all incum-

brances, that I have good right to sell and convey the

same to the said Verin, And that I will warrant and de-

fend the same premifes to the said Verin his heirs and
affigns, forever, against the lawfull Claims and demands of

all persons. In witnefs whereof I the said Ebn^ Thurston
by virtue of the Authority above mentioned have hereunto

set my hand and Seal this Twenty fourth day of January
in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and
ninety Seven, EbenV Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd Sealed & delivered

in iirefence of us

Peter Snow
Tho^ Gibson.

Worcester, fs April S*"^^ 1797 then the above named
EbnT Thurston Town Treafurer acknowledged the above
Inftrement to be his free act and Deed before me

Israel Turner Justice of the Peace

[31] Eben*: Thurston Treafurers Deed to Solomon Day
Know all men by these presents that I Ebenezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
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wealth of Maflachufetts Yeoman, & Treafurer for said

Town, In confideration of Thirtj^ dollars & fifty Cents

lawfull money paid b}' Solomon Day of Fitchburg in the

County and Commonwealth afore said Sadler The receipt

whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant.

Sell and convey unto the said Solomon Day by Virtue of

Authority vested in me by a vote of said Town at a legal

meeting of the Inhabitants affembled on the Tenth day of

March AD 1795 A Certain Pew in the New Meeting houfe

in said Fitchburg N? 46 on the lower floor agreable to

the Plan of the Pews as they are now built,

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to the

said Solomon his heirs and aflligns to his and their Use
and behoof forever, And I do covenant with the Said

Solomon his heirs and Afllgns that I am lawfully Seized in

fee of the afore-granted premifes that they are free of all

incumbrances that I have good right to Sell and convey
the Same to the said Solomon, And that I will warrant
and defend the Same premifes to the said Solomon his

heirs and Afllgns, forever, against the lawfull Claims and
demands of all Persons, In witnefs whereof I the said

Ebnezer Thurston by virtue of Authority above mentioned
have hereunto set my hand & Seal this Twenty fourth

day of January in the year of our Lord one thoufand
Seven hundred and ninety Seven,

Eben^ Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, Sealed, and delivered

in prefence of us,

Peter Snow
John Putnam JunT

Worcefter. fs. April 7^^ 1800 Then the above named
Ebenezer Thurston perfonally appeared and acknowledged
the above Inftrement to be his free Act and Deed—before

me Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec"? y^ 14*1' ^pril 1800 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Solomon Day? Deed to Jonas Marfhall

Know all men by these presents that I Solomon Daj^

of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
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wealth of Maffachufetts Sadler, In confideration of fif-

teen dollars paid by Jonas Marlhall of Fitchliurg in the

County and Commonwealth aforesaid Phys—an the recept

whereof I do hereby acknowledge do hereby give grant
sell and convey- unto the said Jonas Marlhall to him and
his heirs and alTigns forever One half of a certain Pew in

the meeting houfe in said Fitchburg Number forty Six on
the lower flour agreeable to the plan of the Pews as they

are now built

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to the

said Jonas Marfhall his heirs and afligns to his and their

use and behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said

Jonas his heirs and afligns that I am lawfully seized in

fee of the afore granted premifes, that they are free of all

incumbrances : that I have good right to Sell and convey
the same to the said Jonas, and that I will warrant and
defend the same premifes ; to the said Jonas his heirs and
afligns forever against the lawfull Claims and demands of

all persons in witnefs whereof, I the said Solomon Day
have hereunto set my hand and Seal March twenty first

in the year of our Lord One thoufand eight hundred
Solomon Day (Seal)

Signd Sealed & delivered

in prefence of us

Amos Putnam
John Carter Junr

Worcester: fs : April 7^f* 1800 Then the above named
Solomon Day perfonally appeared and acknowledged the

above inftrement to be his free act and deed

Before me Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec^^ 17^^ May 1800 and recored by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[3^] Elienr Thurston Treafurer Deed to Kendal Bou-
tell Junr

Know all men by these presents that I Ebenezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maflachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for said

Town, in confideration of Twenty Dollars and fifty Cents
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lawfull money paid by Kendal Boutell JunT of Fitchburg

afore said Yeoman, the receipt whereof I do hereby ac-

knowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and convey unto

the said Kendal Boutell JunT by Virtue of Authority vested

in me by a vote of said Town, at a legal meeting of the

Inhabitants Aflembled on the tenth day of March AD
1795 A certain Pew in the New Meeting houfe in said

Fitchburg N? 10 in the Gallery—

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said Kendoll his heirs and affigns, to his and their Use

and behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said Ken-

doll his heirs and Affigns, that I am lawfully Seized in fee

of the afore-granted premifes ; that they are free of all

incumbrances ; that I have good right to sell and convey

the same to the said Kindoll, and that I will warrant
and defend the same premifes to the said Kindall his heirs

and affigns, forever, against the lawfull claims and demands
of all persons. In witnefs whereof, I the said Ebur Thurs-

ton by virtue of Authority above mentioned have here

unto set my hand and Seal this first day of January in

the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred &
ninety eight . . . Ebenr Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, sealed, and delivered

in prefence of us

Edw^ Durant

John R. Kemp

Worcester, fs April y*^ 7^^ 1800 then the above named
Ebenr Thurston personally appeared & acknowledged the

above Inftrement to be his free act and Deed before me
Israel Turner Justice of the peace

ReC? May 8*^ 1801 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Paul Wetherbee Treafurer^ Deed to Thomas French

Know all men by these Presents that I Paul Wether-

bee of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman, and Treafurer for said

Town, in Confideration of Forty Seven dollars lawfull

money paid by Thomas French of Fitchburg afore said
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Blackfmith the Recp! whereof I do hereby acknowledge,

Do hereby give, grant, Sell and convey unto the said

Thomas French by Virtue of Authority vested in me by a
vote of said Town at a legal meeting of the inhabitants,

afsembled on the tenth Day of March AD. 1795, A certain

pue in the New meeting houfe in said Fitchburg N? 35 on
the lower floor,

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to the

said Thomas his heirs and affigns to his and their use

and behoof forever; and I do covenant with the said

Thomas his heirs & affigns that I am Lawfully seized in

fee of the afore granted premifes that they are free of all

incumbrances that I have good Right to sell and convey

the same to the said Thomas and that I will warrant
and defend the same premifes to the said Thomas his

heirs & affigns forever against the lawfuU Claims and
demands of all persons in Avitnefs whereof I the said Paul

Wetherbee by virtue of the authorit3^ above mentioned

have hereunto Set my hand and Seal this twentyeth

day of January in the 3'ear of our Lord one thoufand

Eight hundred & two
Paul Wetherbee Treafurer (Seal)

Signd Sealed and delivered

in prefence of us —
Robert Hawes
James Wares

Worcester, fs. February 5^^ 1802 Then the above
named Paul Wetherbee personally appeared and acknowd-

edged the above Inftrement b}^ him Subfcribed to be his

free act and Deed before

Israel Turner Justice of the peace

Rec^ the 22*^.'^ Pebr^ 1802 and recorded by

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[33] Polly Hodgskin Deed to David Boutell

Know all men by these presents that I Polly Hodgskin

of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Adminiftratrix on the Eftate of

David Hodgskin late of Fitchburg decs? and by virtue ot
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an order of Court of Common pleas in said County on

munday next preceeding the fourth tusday of March AD
1801, for and in confideration of the sum of Forty dollars

paid by David Boutell of Fitchburg afore said Gentleman,

the recp^ whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby

give, grant, sell and convey unto the said David Boutell by

virtue of the authority vested in me, A certain Pew in the

New meeting houfe in Said Fitchburg N? 14 on the lower

Floor agreable to the plan of said Pews as they are built,

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to

the said David Boutell his heirs and affigns to his and

their use and behoof forever, and I the said Polly Hodg-
skin, as Adminiftratrix to the said David Hodgskin, and

by order of said Court of Common pleas, do covenant to

and with the said David Boutell his heirs and affigns that

before the Enfealing hereof that I have in myfelf good
right full power & lawfuU authority to sell and convey

said Pew in manner as afore said and that he the said

David Boutell his heirs and affigns shall and may from

time to time, and at all times hereafter by force and vir-

tue of these presents peaceably and quietly Occupy pofsefs

and injoy the afore mentioned Pew, and that I will war-

rant and defend the said Pew to the said David Boutell

his heirs and affigns forever against the lawfull Claims

and demands of all persons, In witnefs whereof I the said

Polly Hodgskin, as Administratrix and the power I am
invested with have hereunto Set my hand & Seal this

eighth day of may in the year of our Lord One thoufand

eight hundred and One Polly Hodgkin Adm;?^ (Seal)

Signd Seald & delivered

in prefence of Us —
Nelly Brown
Joseph Fox

Worcefter, fs. May 11*? 1801 then the above named
Polly Hodgskins perfonally appeared & acknowledged the

above Inftrement by her Subfcribed to be her free act &
deed before — Israel Turner Justice of the peace

Reed t-gpt 7th 1801 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.
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[34] Paul Wetherbee Treafurer Deed to Joseph Fox
Know all men by these presents that I Paul Wether-

bee of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman and Treafurer for

said Town, in conlideration of One hundred & five dollars

& Seventeen Cents lawfull money paid by Joseph Fox oi

Fitchburg afore said Esq^ The recp^ whereof I do hereby
acknowledge, do hereby give, grant Sell and convey unto
the said Joseph Fox by virtue of Authority vested in me
by a vote of said Town, at a legal meeting of the Inhabi-

tants affembled on the tenth day of March AD 1795,
Three certain Pews in the New meeting houfe in said

Fitchburg (viz) N? 1 on the lower Flour N? 11 & N? 24
on the uper flour

To have and to hold the afore-granted premifes to the

said Joseph Fox his heirs and aflTigns, to his and their use

and behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said Jo-
seph his heirs and aflTigns, that I am lawfully seized in fee

of the afore-granted premifes that they are free of all

incumbrances, that I have good right to sell and convey
the Same to the said Joseph, And that I will warrant and
defend the same premifes to the said Joseph his heirs and
aflTigns forever against the lawfull claims and demands of

all persons In witnefs whereof I the said Paul Wetherbee
by virtue of the authority above mentioned have hereunto

Set my hand and Seal .this fourteenth day of January In

the 3^ear of our Lord One thoufand eight hundred & two.
Paul Wetherbee Treafurer (Seal)

Signd, sealed & delivered

in prefence of us . .

Seeloma Wetherbee
Peter Snow.

Worcester: fs: March y^ \V^ 1802 Then the above
named Paul Wetherbee personally acknowledged the above
Inftrement by him Subfcribed to be his free act and Deed
before me . . . Israel Turner Justis of the peace

Rec^ March 14*?^ 1802 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.
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EbneV Thurston Treafurer Deed to Eliflia Cliamberlin.

Know all men by these presents, That I Ebnezer

Thurston of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester &
Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for

said Town in consideration of Forty Dollars & fifty cents

lawfull money paid by Eliflia Chamberlin of Fitchburg in

the County and Commonwealth afore said Yeoman.
The reep^ whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereb^^

give, grant, Sell and convey unto the said Eliflia Chamber-

lin by virtue of Authority vested in me by a Vote of said

Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants afsemloled on

the Tenth day of March AD 1795 A certain Pew in the

New meeting house in said Fitchburg N? 36 on the lower

floor agreable to the of the Pews as they are Now built,

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to

the said Eliflia his heirs and afsigns to his & their Use

and Behoof forever and I do covenant with the said Eliflia

his heirs and afsigns, that I am lawfully Seized in fee of

the afore granted premifes ; that they are free of all incum-

brances ; that I have good right to sell and convey the

same to the said Eliflia, and that I will warrant and

defend the same premifes to the said Eliflia his heirs &
afsigns forever, against the lawfull Claims and demands
of all persons. In witnefs whereof I the said EbnenV Thurs-

ton by Virtue of the Authority above mentioned, have

hereunto set my hand and Seal this twenty fourth Day
of January in the year of our Lord One thoufand Seven

hundred & ninety Seven.
Eben": Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd Sealed and delivered

in prefence of us —
Thomas Gibson

Peter Snow

Worcester fs June 20*^?^ 1803 then the above named
EbneV Thurston acknowledged the above Inftrement to be

his free act & Deed before me
Daniel Putnam Justice of the Peace

Rec';' June 20*^ 1803 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk
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[35] Eliflia Chamberlins Deed to Nathan Ordway.
Know all men by these presents That I Eliflia Cham-

berlin of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and
Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts Yeoman, In considera-

tion of Thirty dollars paid me by Nathan Ordway of the

same Fitchburg Coopper, The receipt whereof I do hereby

acknowledge do hereby give, grant, sell and convey unto
the said Nathan Ordway and to his heirs and Afsigns, A
certain Pew in Fitchburg meeting house on the lower floor

being N? 36 being the same Pew that was Deeded to me
b3' EbnV Thurston on the twenty fourth day of January
AD. 1797 —

To have and to hold the same to the said Nathan
Ordway and to his heirs and afsigns to his and their use

and behoof forever. And I do covenant with the said Na-
than Ordway and with his heirs and afsigns that I am
lawfully Seized in fee of the premifes, that they are free

of all incumbrances, and that I will warrant and defend

the same to the said Nathan Ordway and to his heirs and
afligns forever, against the lawfull claims and demands of

all persons. In witnefs whereof I have here unto set my
hand and Seal this twentyeth day of June in the year of

our Lord One thoufand Eight hundred & three.

Eliflia Chamberlin (Seal)

Signd Sealed & delivered

in presence of us —
Peter Snow
Daniel Putnam.

Worcester: fs : June 20*.'^ 1803 EHflia Chamberlin above
named acknowledged this infl;rement to be his free act and
Deed before me Daniel Putnam Jus. Pacis.

Rec^ June 20'^ 1803 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Ebne^ Thurstons Treafurers Deed to Ezra Ritter.

Know all men by these presents that I Ebn^ Thurston

of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of Mafsachufetts Yeoman & Treafurer for said

Town, in consideration of Seventeen Dollars lawfull mone3^
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paid by Ezra Ritter of Fitchburg afore said, the receipt

whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant,

sell and convey unto the said Ezra Ritter by virtue of

Authority- vested in me by a vote of said Town at a

legal meeting of the Inhabitants Afsembled on the tenth

day of March AD. 1795, A certain Pew in the New Meet-

ing house in said Fitchburg N? 7 in the Gallery.

To have and to hold the afore granted premifes to the

said Ezra his heirs and afsigns to his & their Use and
behoof forever, And I do covenant with the said Ezra,

his heirs and afsigns that I am lawfully seized in fee of

the afore-granted premifes ; that they are free of all incum-

brances that I have good right to sell and convey the

same to the said Ezra, and that I will warrant and
defend the Same premifes to the said Ezra his heirs and
afsigns forever, against the lawfull claims and demands
of all persons. In witnefs whereof I the said Ebn": Thurs-

ton by virtue of authority above mentioned have here-

unto set my hand & seal this first day of January in

the year of our Lord One thoufand seven hundred and
ninety eight. EbenT Thurston Treafurer (Seal)

Signd Sealed and delivered

in presence of us

Sam'.' Worcester

Eliphelet Perley

Worcester, fs. NovT y^ \S^}^ 1799 then the above
named Ebne': Thurston personally acknowledged the above
Inftrement to be his free act and Deed — before me.

Israel Turner Justice of the peace.

Reed ye 17th August 1803 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[36] Paul Wetherbee^ Treafurer^ Deed to Phinehas
Allen

Know all men by these presents, that I Paul Wether-
bee of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts Yeoman, and Treafurer for said

Town, in consideration of Twenty dollars & fifty Cents
paid by Phinehas Allen of Fitchburg afore said Yeoman,
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The recept whereof I do hereby acknowledge do hereby,

give, grant, sell & convey unto the said Phinehas Allen,

by Virtue of Authority vested in me b}^ a vote of said

Town at a legal meeting of the Inhabitants afsembled

on the tenth day of March AD. 1795, A certain pew in

the new meeting house in said Fitchburg N? 5 in the gal-

To have and hold the afore said premifes to the said

Phinehas his heirs and affigns to his and their behoof for-

ever, And I do covenant with the said Phinehas his heirs

and aiTigns that I am lawfully seized in fee of the afore

granted premifes, that they are free of all incumbrances,

that I have good right to sell and convey the same to

the said Phinehas, and that I will warrant and defend

the same premifes to the said Phinehas, his heirs and
affigns forever against the lawfull claims and demands of

all persons in witnefs whereof I the said Paul Wetherbee

by virtue of the authority above mentioned, have here

unto set my hand & seal this twenty fourth day of Sep-

tember in the year of Our Lord One thoufand eight hun-

& three Paul Wetherbee (Seal)

In presence of us

John Goodridge

Joseph Fox

Worcefter. fs. Fitchburg Octr 24*^ 1803 Then the

above named Paul Wetherbee personally appeared and
acknowledged the foregoing Inftrement by him Subfcribed

to be his free Act and Deed.

Before me Joseph Fox Justice of the peace

Rec^ 24th Octr 1803 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Towai Clerk

Daniel. M. Stearns Deed to George W. Chaplin

Know all men by these presents that I Daniel. M.
Stearns of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Mafsachufetts Yeoman, In consideration of

Thirty dollars paid by George. W. Chaplin of Fitchburg

afore said Yeoman, The recept whereof I do hereby ac-

knowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and convey unto
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the said George. W. Chaplin and his heirs and afsigns,

a certain Pew in the New meeting house in said* Fitch-

burg afore said, Number forty Seven on the Lower floor.

To have and to hold the same to the said George

his heirs and afsigns that I am lawfulh^ seized in fee of the

premifes, that they are free of all incumbrances, and that

I will warrant and defend the same to the said George

W. Chaplin his heirs and afsigns forever against the law-

full claims and demands of all persons. In witnefs where-

of I the said Daniel. M. Stearns have hereunto Set my
hand and Seal this fourth day of October in the year of

our Lord, One thoufand eight hundred and four

Daniel. M. Stearns (Seal)

„. J o 1 J r, 1 r 1
Marv Stearns — (Seal)

Signd Sealed & delivered

in prefcnce of

Israel Turner

Abigail Turner

Worcester, fs. Oct', y^ 4-*?' 1804 then Daniel. M.

Stearns the above named acknowledged this Inftrement to

be his free act & Deed.

Before me Israel Turner Justis of the jjcace

Rec*? 23^^' September 1805 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

>

[37] Jon^ & Asa Woods Deed, to Selvinus Lapham
Know all men by these present, that We Jonathan

Wood of Westmoreland in the County of Cheshire and

State of New-Hampfliire Gentleman, and Asa Wood of

Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Commonwealth
of Mafsachusetts Clock maker, in consideration of Thirty

five dollars lawfull money paid us by Selvinus Lapham of

Fitchburg aforesaid Yeoman.—the recipt whereof we do

hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and con-

vey unto the said Selvinus Lapham, his heirs and afsigns.

One Pew on the lower floor in the meeting house belong-

ing to the first parish in said Fitchburg, it being N? 8

as they are now numbered.

To have and to hold the same to the said Selvinus
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Lapham hivS heirs and afsigns, that we are lawfully Seized

in fee *of the premifes, that they are free of all incum-

brances, and that we will warrant and defend the same
to the said Selvinus Lapham, his heirs and afsigns for-

ever, against the lawfull claims and demands of all per-

sons, In witnefs whereof we have hereunto vSet our hands,

and Seals this Sixteenth day of April, in the year of our

Lord One thoufand eight hundred & Six.

Jonathan Wood (Seal)

Asa Wood (Seal)

Signed, Sealed & delivered

in presence of—
George Wood
Elijah Ms Intire

Daniel Newhal.

Worcester, fs. Fitchburg April 17^?^ 1806 personally

appeared Jonathan Wood & Asa Wood the above named,

acknowledged this Instrement to be their free Act and

Deed ; before me Joseph Fox Juf. Pacis.

Rec^ 17^.^ April 1806 and recorded by,

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Know all men b3' these presents that I, George. W.
Chaplin of Fitchburg in the County- of Worcester and
Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts, Sadler, In consideration

of Twenty eight dollars paid me by George. S, Putnam,
David Ms Intire both of Fitchburg afore said Yeoman,
The receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby

give, grant. Sell, and conve3^ unto the said George. S.

Putnam an David MS Intire their heirs and afsigns, a cer-

tain Pew in the meeting house in said Fitchburg Number
forty Seven on the lower floor.

To have and to hold the same to the said George and
David their heirs and afsigns to them and their use and
behoof forever. And I do covenant with the said George

and David their heirs and afsigns, that I am lawfully

seized in fee of the premifes, that they are free of all in-

cumbrances, and that I will warrant and defend the same
to the said George and David, their heirs and afsigns for-
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ever against the lawiull claims and demands of all per-

sons, In witnefs whereof I have hereunto set my hand
and Seal this tw^enty second day of May Anno Domini
Eighteen hundred and six.

George. W. Chaplin (Seal)

Lydia Chaplin (Seal)

Sign'd Sealed and delivered

in presence of us —
Peter Snow
Sally Farwell

Worcester, fs. Fitchburg August 13*?^ 1806 Then
Geore. W. Chaplin the above named, acknowleded this In-

strement to be his free act and Deed

Before me — Joseph Fox Justice of the peace.

ReC? on the IS*?' August 1806 and recored by —
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[38] Eben': Thursto,s Deed to Oliver Fox
Know all Men by these Presents, that I Ebnr Thurs-

tcm of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Com-
monwealth of Maffachusetts yeoman & Treasurer for the

Calvinistic, Congregational Society in s^ town In consid-

eration of thirty four dollars paid me by Oliver Fox of

said Fitchburg in the County & Commonwealth aforesaid

Gentleman, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge,

do hereb3^ give, grant, sell and convey unto the said Oli-

ver Fox his heirs and afligns. By virtue of Authority vested

in me by a vote of said Society, at a legal meeting of

said Society afsembled on the fifteenth day of January in

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred & Seven,

A certain Pew in said Societies New meeting house N? 22
on the lower floor Agreable to the plan of the Pews as

they are now built. To have and to hold the same to

the said Oliver Fox his heirs and afsigns to his and their

Use and behoof forever. And I do Covenant with the said

Oliver Fox his heirs and afsigns that I am lawfully Seized

in fee of the premises, that they are free of all incum-

brances, and that I will warrant and defend the same to

to the said Oliver Fox his heirs and afsigns forever, against
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the lawfull claims & demands of all persons. In witnefs

whereof I the said EbnT Thurston by virtue of the Au-

thority above mentioned, have hereunto Set m3' hand &
Seal this twenty second day of January in the 3'ear of

Our Lord, One Thousand eight hundred & Seven.

EbenY Thurston Committee (Seal)

Signed, sealed & delivered

in presence of—
Eph*Li Kimball

John Thurston JunT

Worcester, fs. January 28^^ 1807 EbenV Thurston

above named acknowledged this Instrement to be his free

act and deed; Before Daniel Putnam Jus. Pacis.

Rec^ 17th March 1807 and recored.

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Aaron Houghtons Deed to Blany Phillips

Know all men b}' these presents, That I Aaron
Houghton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester &
Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts Carpenter — in Consider-

ation of Thirteen Dollars & fifty cents paid me by Blan^^

Phillips of Fitchburg in the County & Commonwealth
aforesaid Yeoman — the recipt whereof I do hereb\' ac-

knowledge, do herebA' Give, grant, sell and convey unto

the said Blany Phillips, his heirs and afsigns one half of a

certain Pew in said towns Meeting house agreeal)le to the

plan of the pews as it is now built — Said Pew is known
by the number of twentj^ two on the lower floor — To
have and to hold the same to the said Blany Phillips his

Heirs and Afsigns to his and their use & behoof for-

ever — And I do covenant with the said Blany Phillips

his Heirs & afsigns, that I am lawfully seized in fee of

the premifes, that they are free of all incumbrances, and

that I will warrant and defend the same to the said

Blany Phillips his heirs and afsigns forever, against the

Lawfull claims and demands of all persons — In witnefs

whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this third

day of April in the j^ear of our Lord 1809
Aaron Houghton (L. S)
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in presence of

Israel Turner

Sylvester T. Flint

Worcester fs April 3^ 1809 then Aaron Houghton
the above named ackno^vledged this instrument to be his

free act £uid Deed ; before me Israel Turner Jus. Pacis

Rec'i AjiHl 3'i 1809 & recorded by

Oliver Fox town Clerk

[39] Ruben Eaton to Benj? Kemp
Know all men by these presents that I Ruben Eaton

of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Commonwealth
of Mafsachusetts Brick Layer — In consideration of twenty

Eight Dollars paid me by Benjamin Kemp of Fitchburg

in the County and Commonwealth aforesaid. Yeoman The
receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge; do hereby give,

grant, sell and convey unto the said Benjamin Kemp his

heirs and afigns a certain Pew in the Calvinistic Con-

gregational Societ\'s meeting house in said town Num-
bered twenty Seven on the lower floor, agreeable to the

plan of Pews as they are now built. To have and to

hold the same to the said Benjamin his heirs and afsigns

to his and their use and behoof forever. And I do cove-

nant with the said Benjamin his heirs and afsigns that

I am lawfully seized in fee of the premifses, that they are

free of all incumbrances, and that I wih warrant and

defend the same to the said Benjamin his heirs and afsigns

forever, against the lawful claims and demands of all Per-

sons in witnefs whereof I have hereunto set my hand and

seal this twenty eighth day of May, in the year of our

Lord Eighteen hundred and Eight Ruben Eaton (L S)

Signed Sealed & Delivered

in presence of us

Oliver Fox
Blany Sampson

Worcester fs. Fitchburg April 3: 1809 Then Pcr-

sonalh' appeared the above named Ruben Eaton and ac-
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knowledged the foregoing instrument In- him subscribed

to be his free act and Deed

before me Joseph Fox Justice of the Peace.

Reed April 3^ 1809 and recorded by
OHver Fox Town Clerk

Geo. W. Chaplin to Oliver Fox
Know all men b3^ these presents that I George W

Chaplin of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester &
Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts saddler, In considera-

tion of ten Dollars, paid by Oliver Fox of the same
Fitchburg Gentleman The receipt w^hereof I do hereby

acknowledge, do hereby give, grant fell and convey unto
the said Oliver, his heirs and afsigns, A certain pew in

the towns Meeting-house in said Fitchburg Numbered
forty Seven on the lower floor. To have and to hold the

same to the said Oliver his heirs, and afsigns, that I am
lawfully seized in fee of the premifes that they are free of

all incumbrances, and that I will warrant and defend the

same to the said Oliver his heirs and afigns forever

against the lawful claims and demands of all persons In

witnefs whereof I the said George W Chaplin have here-

unto set my hand and seal this thirty first day of Octo-

ber in the year of our Lord 1811

George W. Chaplin (L S)

Signed Sealed & Delivered in presence of

Joseph Cowdin
David Whitemore

Worcester fs. October 31. 1811 Personally appeared

the above named Geo W. Chaplin and acknowledged the

above written instrument by him fubscribed, to be his free

act and Deed

Before me William Cunningham J Jus. Pac.

Reed Oct": 31. 1811 and recorded by
Oliver Fox town Clerk

[40] Deed Joseph Simonds to Joshua Peirce

Know all men by these presents, that I Joseph Simonds



Towjt of Fitchhurg. 71

of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Commonwealth
of Mafsachusetts Yeoman, & Treasurer for said town,
In consideration of the sum of thirty Dollars paid me by
Joshua Pierce of Fitchburg aforesaid yeoman, the receipt

whereof 1 do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give grant
sell and convey unto the said Joshua Pierce by the au-

thority vested in me by a vote of said town at a legal

meeting of the Inhabitants afsembled on the tenth day of

March AD 1795 A certain pew in said towns Meeting
house N? 34 on the lower floor. To have and to hold the

aforesaid granted premifses to the said Joshua Pierce his

heirs & Afsigns forever and I do covenant with the said

Joshua Pierce his heirs and afsigns that I am lawfully

seized in fee of the premifses that they are free of all

incumbrances, that I have good right to Sell and convey
the same to the said Joshua and that I will warrant
and defend the same to the said Joshua his heirs and
afsigns forever against the lawful claims & demands of all

persons.

In w^itnefs whereof I the said Joseph Simonds by virtue

of the authority above mentioned have hereunto set my
hand and seal this Second day of September in the year
of our Lord one thousand Eight hundred & twelve

Joseph Simonds Treas^ (L. S.)

Signd Sealed & Delivered

in presence of us

Jacob Gibson

Elijah Carter Jr

Worcester fs Sep* 2, 1812 Then the above named Jo-
seph Simonds acknowledged the aljDve instrument to be

his act & deed

Before me Edward Durant Justice of the Peace

Deed Ebenr Thurston to Saml Kimball & Sam'. Put-

nam
Know all men by these presents, that I EbenV Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Mafsachusetts Yeoman, and Treasurer of the

Calvinistic congregational Society in said Town, in con-
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sideration of Thirty Dollars paid me by Samuel Kimball
and Samuel Putnam both said Fitchburg in the County
and commonwealth aforesaid Yeoman, The receipt whereof
I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant sell and
convey unto the said Kimball & Putnam their heirs and
afsigns By Virtue of authority vested in me by a vote of

said Societ^^ at a legal meeting of said society afsembled

on the fifteenth day of January AD 1807 a certain pew in

said Societys Meeting in said town No 3 in the Gallery

agreeable to the plan of the pews as they are built — To
have and to hold the same to the said Kimball & Put-

nam their heirs and afsigns to them and their use and
behoof forever. And I do covenant With the said Kim-
ball and Putnam their heirs and afsigns that I am law-
fully seized in fee of the premifes, that they are free of all

incumbrances and that I will warrant and defend the

same to the said Kimball & Putnam their heirs and
afsigns forever, against the lawfull claims and demands of

all persons. In witnefs whereof I the said Eben^ Thurs-
ton by virtue of authorit}^ above mentioned have here-

unto set my hand and seal this twent3' second Da3^ of

Jany AD 1807 Eben': Thurston Committee (L S)

Signd Sealed & DelW in presence of us

Eph^ Kimball

John Thurston Ju""

Worcester fs. Jany 28, 1807 Ebenr Thurston above
named acknowledged this instrument to be his free act

and Deed before me Daniel Putnam Jus. Pacis

Reed June 4. 1813 and recorded by
Oliver Fox town Clerk

[41] Samuel Putnam to William Fitch Deed of Pew.
Know all men by these presents that I Samuel Put-

nam of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Mafsachusetts Gentleman in consideration

of Thirty Dollars paid William Fitch of Serling in said

County Gentleman, the Receipt whereof I do hereby ac-

knowledge do hereby give, grant. Sell, and convey unto
the said William Fitch, his heirs and afsigns a certain Pew
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in the Meeting house of the Calvinistic Congregational

Society in the said Town of Fitchlmrg, being Pew No 3.

in the Gallery agreeably to the plan of the Pews as they

are now built and the' same deeded by EbenT Thurston to

Samuel Kimball and Samuel Putnam to have and to hold

the aforegranted Premifes to the said William Fitch his

heirs and afsigns to his and their Use and behoof forever.

And I do covenant with the said W™ Fitch his heirs and

afsigns That I am lawfully seized in fee of the afore-

granted premifses. That they are free of all incumbrances,

That I have good right to sell and convey the same to

the said W'!? Fitch, and that I will warrant and defend

the same to the said W'^ Fitch his heirs and afsigns for-

ever, against the lawful claims & Demands of all persons.

In witnefs whereof I the said Saml Putnam have here-

unto set my hand and seal this Sixth day of July in the

year of our lord one thousand Eight hundred & thirteen

Samuel Putnam (L S.)

Signed Sealed and Delivered

in presence of us

Isaiah Putnam
Burt Fitch

Worcester fs. July 6, 1813 Then the above named
Saml Putnam acknowledged the above Instrument to be

his free act and Deed — before me
Edward Durant Just, of Peace

Reed Augt 11, 1813 & recorded by
Oliver Fox town Clerk.

[42] Deed WilHam Brown to Benj? Flint No 18

Know all men by these presents That I William Brown
of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Mafsachusetts Gentl In consideration of Thirty

five Dollars paid by Benjamin Flint of said Fitchburg

Yeoman, The receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do
give grant sell and convey unto the said Benj? Flint his

heirs & afsigns a certain in the old Meeting house in said

Fitchburg No 18 on the lower floor To have and to hold

the same to the said Benjamin Flint his heirs and afsigns
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to his and their behoof forever — And I do covenant with

the said Benjamin his heirs and afsigns, that I am lawfully

seized in fee of the premifses, that they are free of all incum-

brances & that I will warrant and defend the same to the

said Benjamin his heirs and afsigns forever against the

lawfull claims and demands of all persons. In witnefs

whereof I the said William Brown have hereunto set my
hand and seal this Eighteenth day of May AD 1811

William Brown (L S)

Signed Sealed and Delivered

in presence of us.

AlexT Dustin

William L Foster.

Worcester fs May 18, 1811 William Brown above

named, acknowledged this Instrument to lie his Deed

;

before me Alex*; Dustin Jus. Pacis.

Reed Sept 19^ 1813 & recorded by
Oliver Fox Town Clerk

Blany Phillips to Tho^ Eaton
Know all men by these presents that I Blany Phillips

of Fitchburg in consideration of Fifteen Dollars paid me
by Thomas Eaton of the said Fitchburg, the receipt

whereof I do hereby acknowledge do hereby give grant

sell and convey unto the said Thomas Eaton his heirs

and afsigns the one undivided half of a pew in the towns

Meeting-house on the lower floor, the said pew is No.

twenty two & the same I bot of Aaron Houghton. To
have and to hold the same to the said Tho^ Eaton his

heirs & afsigns to his & their use & behoof forever. And
I do covenant with the said Tho^ Eaton his heirs and

afsigns that I am lawfully seized in fee of the premises,

that they ai'c free of all incumbrances and that I will

warrant and defend the same to the said Tho^ Eaton to

his heirs & afsigns forever against the lawfull claims and

demands of all persons. In witnefs whereof I have here-

unto fet my hand and Seal this Eleventh day of January

in the vear of our lord Eighteen hundred & fourteen

Blany Phillips (L S)
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Signd Sealed in presence of us

Jonas Marshall Jr

Sally Cowdin

Worcester fs Jan>' 12, 1814 Then Blany Phillips above
named acknowledj^ed this instrument to be his free act and
Deed before me Edward Durant Jus Pacis.

Reed Jany 14, 1814 & reeded by
Oliver Fox town Clerk

[43] Deed of % of Pew Ruben Eaton to Oliver Fox
in new Meeting house

Know all men by these presents that I Ruben Eaton
of Fitzwilliam in the County of Cheftiire and State of

Newhampshire Bricklayer, administrator on the estate of

Thomas Eaton late of Fitchburg in the County of Wor-
cester & Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts Yeoman de-

ceased intestate, having been duly impowered by a licence

from the Circuit Court of common pleas for said County
of Worcester to sell & pafs Deeds to convey so much of

the real estate of said Thomas Eaton deceased as would
raise the sum of two thousand one hundred & Seventeen

Dollars & fifty three cents for the payment of the debts

of said deceased and incidental charges, did on the Elev-

enth day of January instant sell att Public vendue the fol-

lowing described real estate to Oliver Fox of said Fitch-

burg for the sum of Nine Dollars and Seventy five cents,

he being the highest bidder there for the said real estate

being of the following description viz, two thirds of Pew
No 8 on the lower floor of the Meeting house of the Cal-

vinistic Congregational Socit^^ in Fitchburg acording to

the plan thereof.

Therefore know ye that I the said Ruben Eaton ad-

ministrator as aforesaid, in consideration of the said sum
of Nine Dollars & seventy five cents to me paid by the

said Oliver Fox, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl-
edge, do hereby give, grant. Sell, and convey unto him
the said Oliver Fox his heirs & afsigns the real estate

above described

;

To have and to hold the same estate above described
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to the said Oliver Fox his heirs & afsigns forever. And I

the said administrator do hereby covenant with the Said

OHver Fox his heirs & afsigns, that I have been lawfully

authorized to make sale of the said real estate and that

In all things relating to the Sale thereof my proceeding

have been according to law, And that I will warrant and
defend the said real estate to the said Oliver Fox his heirs

& afsigns, so far as that my proceedings as administrator

as aforesaid have in all respects been correct & lawful.

In witnefs whereof I the s'd Ruben Eaton have hereinto

set my hand & Seal this eleventh day January AD 1814
Ruben Eaton (L S)

Signed Sealed & delivered in presence of us

John Shepley — Joseph Fox

Worcester fs. Jany 12, 1814 Then' the above named
Ruben Eaton personally appeared and acknowledged the

above instrument h\ him subscrilDed to be his free act and
deed Before me Joseph Fox Justice of Peace

Reed January 12, 1814 & recored by
Oliver Fox town Clerk

[44] Deed Chaplin to Stickney

Know all men by these presents. That I George W
Chaplin of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Com-
monwealth of Mafsachusetts Saddler, in Consideration of

twenty Dollars paid by Joshua Stickney of said Fitchburg

Yeoman, The Receipt whereof I do hereb}^ acknowledge,

do hereby give grant sell & convey unto the said Joshua
Stickney his heirs and afsigns one undivided half of a cer-

tain pew in the Towns Meeting house in said Fitchburg,

being pew Number forty seven on the low^er floor of said

Meeting house, according to the plan & numbering of the

same. To have and to hold the aforegranted premifses

to the said Joshua Stickney his heirs and afsigns to his

& their use and Behoof forever, and I do covenant with

the said Joshua Stickney his heirs and afsigns, That I am
lawfully seized in fee of the aforegranted premifses ; that

they are free of all Incumbrances ; that I have good right

to sell and convey the same to the said Joshua Sticknej^,
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liis heirs & afsigns, And that I will warrant & defend

the same Preniifses to the said Joshua Stickney his heirs

& afsigns forever, against the lawful Claims and demands

of all persons. In witnefs whereof I the said George W.

Chaplin and also Lydia Chaplin wife of said Geo. W
Chaplin hereby releasing her right of thirds and dower in

said premifses, have here unto Set our hands & Seals this

ninth day of February in the year of our Lord One thou-

sand Eight hundred & fourteen
George W Chaplin (L S)

Lydia Chaplin (L S)

Signed Sealed and delivered

in presence of us.

Pliney Whitney-

Olive U Brown.

Worcester fs Febr-T 9, 1814 Then the ab(n'e named

George W Chaplin acknowledged the above instrument to

be his free act & deed before me
Edward Durant Just Pacis

Reed Febr-y 18, 1814 & recorded by
Oliver Fox Town Clerk

[45] Joseph Upton to Isaac Stone (Adminiftrator)

Deed of Pew in the Calvinistic Meeting house

Know all men by these presents, that whereas, I, Jo-

seph Upton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and

Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts, Yeoman, Administra-

tor on the Estate of John Upton of Said Fitchburg Gen-

tleman, Deceased, intestate, by an order of the Circut

Court of comon Pleas begun and holden at Worcester

within & for Said County, on the monday next preceding

the Second TuCvSday of June now last past, was licensed

& impowered to Sell & convc}^ the real Estate of the De-

ceased ; and where as, I, the Said Administrator, htiveing

given thirty days public notice of the intended Sale by

posting up notifications thereof in Said Fitchl)urg, the

Town where said real Estate lies, and in Leominster &
Lunenburg, two adjoining Towns, and also in Worcester,

the sheir Town of said County, and haveing first given
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bonds, and taken the oath by law in Such cases required,

did on the twenty first day of September now last past

pur.suant to the license and notice afore Said, Sell at pub-

lic vendue the real Estate of Said Deceased, being a pew
N? 42 in the meeting house of the Calvinistic, Congraga-

tional Society, in Said Fitchburg — exscepting the right of

dower, which Abigail Upton, widow of Said Deceased, has

therein; to Isaac Stone of the Same Fitchburg, Cabinit

maker, for the Sum of Sixteen dollars & twenty five Cents,

he being the highest bider therefor; therefore know ye,

that, I, the Said Joseph -Upton, Aministrator as afore said,

by virtue of the power & authority in me vested as afore-

said, an in consideration of the said Sum of Sixteen dol-

lars & twenty five Cents to me paid by the Said Isaac

Stone, the receipt wherof I do hereby acknowledge, do

hereby give, grant, bargain, Sell, & Conve^^ the Said pew,

Exscepting Said right of dower, to the Said Isaac Stone,

his heirs & afsigns ; to have & to hold the Same with

all the priveleges thereunto, belonging to him, the Said

Isaac Stone, his heir's, & afsigns forever, and to his & there

use & behoof forever, & I, Joseph Upton Administrator,

as afore said, do hereby covenant with the said Isaac

Stone, his heirs, & afsigns, that I was lawfully authorized

and impowered, to make Sale of the Same for the purpose

of paying the debts of Said Deceased, that, I, gave thirty

da^'S public notice of the intended Sale as afore said, that

I gave bonds and took the oath by law required previous

to Said Sale, that the said Estate was struck off at the

sum aforesaid, & that in all things relating to said Sale,

I have done according to Law
In witnefs whereof, L the Said Joseph Upton, Adminis-

trator as, aforesaid, have hereunto Set my hand & Seal

this twentyeth day of November in the Year of our Lord

one thousand Eight hundred & twelve, Signed, Scald, and

delivd in presance of us, Joseph Upton. (L S)

John Sheply Administrator

Jon-^ Flint, Jr

carryed forward page 46
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[46] Worcester fs. Jany. 41]^ AD 1813.

Then the within named Joseph Upton personaly ap-

peared & acknowledged the above Instrument by him Sub-

scribed to be his free Act & Deed —
Ije fore me .... Joseph Fox — Justice Peace

Receyd March 14, 1814. and recorded March 23^' 1814.

Jon? Haskell, Town. Clerk

Deed, Isaac Stone to Oliver Fox
Know all men by these presents, that I. Isaac Stone of

Fitchburg, in the County of Worcester & Comon wealth

of Mafsachusetts Cabenitt maker, in consideration of ten

dollars paid me by Oliver Fox of Fitchburg, aforesaid

Gentleman, the receipt whereof I, do hereby acknowledge,

do hereby give, grant, sell & convey unto the said Oliver

Fox, his heirs & afsigns, a certain Pew in the meeting

house lately owned by the Calvinistic, Congragational

Society in said Fitchburg, the said Pew is N? 42, and is

the same Pew, Joseph Upton, AdmT on the Estate of John
Upton, Deceased, Deeded to Said Isaac Stone, reserving all

the right of Dower the Said John Uptons widow, has in

Said Pew, to have & to hold the same to the Said Oliver

Fox his heirs & afsigns, to his & their use & behoof,

forever, and I do covenant with the said Oliver Fox, his

heirs & afsigns, that I, am lawfully seized in fee of the

premises, that they are free of all incumberances & that I

will worrent & defend the Same to the said Oliver Fox,

his heirs & afsigns, forever against the lawfull claims and

demands of all persons, in witnefs whereoff I have here-

unto Set my hand & Seal this nineteenth day of March
AD 1814.

"

Isaac vStonc. (L S)

Jon^ Flint Jr

Sam^ Houghton

Worcester fs. March 19 1814 Then the within named
Isaac Stone personaly appeared & acknowledged the with-

in Instrument to be his free act & Deed

Calvin Willard, Justice Peace

Recvd, March 19 1814 & Recorded by me
March 23, 1814 .... Jom^ Haskell Town Clerk.
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[47] Deed Doct. William Payson, to Josiah Wilder

Know all Men by these presents, that I, William Paj^-

son of Foxborough, in the County of Norfolk and Com-
mon wealth of Mafsachusetts, Physisian, in consideration

of thirty five dollars paid by Josiah Wilder of Fitchburg,

in the County of Worcester & Commonwealth of Mafsa-

chusetts Clothier, the receipt whereof, I, do hereby ac-

knowledge, do hereb}^ give, grant. Sell, & Convey unto

the said Josiah Wilder a Certain Pew in the public meet-

ing house in Said Fitchburg, being a wall pew Situated

on the floor, and numbered twenty three ; To have and to

hold the afore granted premises to the said Josiah Wilder

His heirs & afsigns, to his and their use & behoof for-

ever, and I do Covenant, that I am lawfully Seized in

fee of the afore granted premises ; that they are free of all

incumbrances; that I have good right to Sell & Convey
the Same to the said Josiah Wilder; And that, I will

worrent and defend the same premises to the said Jo-

siah Wilder his Heirs, and Afsigns, forever, against the

lawfull claims & demands of all persons. In whitnefs

whereof I the said William Payson, have hereunto sett my
hand & Seal this second day of February in the year of

our Lord Eighteen hundred & fourteen — Also, Abigail my
wife, in Token of her quiting, her right of dower.

William Payson (L S)

Signd, Sealed, and deliverd Abigail Payson (L S)

in presance of us —
Samuel Titus —
Leonard Smith

Norfolk, fs, February 2^ 1814 then Doct. William

Pa\'son personaly appeared and owned the above to be

his free act & deed before me
EbenV Warren Justice LVice

Recevd & Recorded May 25, 1814.

Jonathan Haskell, Town Clerk

Deed Thomas. French to Leonard Burbank — Pews
Know all men by these presents that I Thomas. French

of Fitchburg in the Count\^ of Worcester & comon wealth
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of Mafsachusetts Yeoman, in Consideration of fifty dol-

lars paid me by Leonard Burbank of Said Fitchburg, Gen-

tleman, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do
hereby give, grant. Sell, & convey unto the Said Leonard
Burbank his heirs & afsigns a Pew in the Towns meeting

house in Said Fitchburg, being N° 35, on the lower floor;

—Also Pew N° 18 in the Galer3' of the Same Meeting

house, to have & to hold the Same to the said Leonard
Burbank his heirs & afsigns to his & there use & behoof

forever, and I do Covenant wath the Said Leonard Bur-

bank, his heirs & afsigns, that I am lawfully' Seized in fee

of the premises, that they are free from all incumberances,

and that I will warrent and defend the same to the said

Leonard Burbank his heirs and afsigns forever, against all

lawfull Claims & demands of all persons.

Turn over

[48] Brought forward —
In Witnefs wherof I the said thomas French have here-

unto Sett my hand & Seal this first day of January in

the year of our Lord one Thousand eight hundred &
thirteen. Signed Seal^ & delivered in presance of us —
John Shepley Thomas French. (L S)

Jos. Cowdin —

Worcester fs. then personaly appeared the above
named & acknowledge this Instrument to be his free act &
deed before me William Cunningham Jr Jus Ps.

Reed & Recorded June 8. 1814
Jonathan Haskell, Town Cler —

Leonard Burbank Deed to Levi Farwell — Pew
Know all men by these presants that I Leonard Bur-

bank of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & com-
on wealth of Mafsachusetts Gentleman, in Consideration

of Fifty dollars paid me by Levi Farwell of the aforesaid

Fitchburg, Yeom'an the receipt whereof, I, do hereby ac-

knowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell & convey unto the

said Levi Farwell his heirs and assigns, a Pew in the

Towns meeting house, in Said Fitchburg being Pew N? 35,

on the lower floor to have & to hold the same, with
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all the privelages and appurtenances thereunto belonging

to the said Levi Farwell his Heirs & afsigns to him &
there use & behoof forever, and I do covenant with the

said Levi Farwell his Heirs and afsigns, that I am law-

fully seized in fee of the premises, that they are free from

all incumberances, and that I will worrent and defend the

same to the said Levi Farwell his heirs and afsigns for-

ever against the lawfull Claims and demands of all per-

sons, In witnefs whereof I the said Leonard Burbank &
Eunice, EHza his wife have hereunto set our hands &
Seals this thirteenth day of April in the 3'ear of our Lord

one thousand eight hundred and fourteen

Leonard Burbank (L S)

Eunice. E. Burbank (L S)

Signed Sealed & delivered

in presance of us —
Daniel Mayo,
Saml Putnam

Worcester, fs. April 30, 1814 the above named Leon-

ard Burbank acknowledged this Deed to be his free act &
before me William Cunningham Jr Jus. Pes

Recorded June 8 1814
Jonathan Haskell, Town Cler

[49] Benjamin Flint Deed To John Sheple\^ — Pew
Know all men by these presants that I Benjamin

Flint of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester & Com-
mon wealth of Mafsachusetts Yeoman, in consideration

of Seventy dollars paid me by John Shepl3^ of said Fitch-

burg Gentleman, the recept where of I do hereby acknowl-

edge, do hereby grant. Sell, and quit Claim unto the Said

John Shepley his heirs & afsigns, all my right, title claim

and demand, in and unto a Certain Pew on the lower

floor of the Towns meeting house in Said Fitchburg, being

Pew N? Eighteen on that floor, and the first on the

northerly side of the Pulpit.

To have & to hold the same to the Said John Shepley,

his heirs and afsigns to his & there use & behoof for ever,

and I do covenant to warent and defend the Said gr^inted
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& quit claimed premises, to the Said John Sheply his heirs

and afsigns forever, against the lawful claims and demands
of all persons claiming by, or under me. lin witnefs where-

of the Said Benjamin Flint has hereunto set his hand &
Seal this, twenty fifth day of august in the year of our

Lord one thousand Eight hundred & fourteen.

Benjamin Flint (L S)

Signed, Seal*? and delivered

in presance of us.

Nahum Harrington

Leonard Burbank.

Worcester fs. August 25, 1814 Benjamin Flint above
named, acknowledge^^ this Instrument to be his free act &
Deed ; before me Nahum Harrington Jus. Pa

Received & Recorded August 29, 1814
Jon? Haskell Town. Cler

[50] Ebenr Thurston Treasuer, Deed to Jonas Mar-
shall Jur.

Know all men b}- these presants That I Ebenezer Thurs-

ton of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Coin-

monwealth of Mafsachusetts. Yeoman and Treasurer for

said Town, in consideration of Seventy three dollars law-

ful money paid 1)y Jonas Marshall Ju^ aforesaid the receipt

whereof I hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant,

Sell and convc}^ unto the Said Jonas Marshall JuT By vir-

tue of aurthority vested in me by a vote of said Town at

a legal meeting of the Inhabitants Afsembled on the tenth

day of March AD 1795. Two certain Pews in the new
Meeting house in said Fitchburg, viz. N° 19, on the lower

floor, and N? 27, in the Gallery. To have and to hold

the afore granted Premises to the Said Jonas his heirs &
afsigns, to his & their use and behoof forever. And I

covenant with the said Jonas his heirs and afsigns, that I

am lawfuly seized in fee of the afore-granted Premises;

that they are free from all Incumberances ; that I have

good right to sell and convey the same to the said Jonas
And that I will Worent and defend the same Premises to
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the said Jonas his heirs and afsigns, forever, against the

lawful claims and demands of all persons.

In witnefs whereof, I the Said EbenT Thurston by vir-

tue of Authority above mentioned have hereunto set my
hand and seal this first day of January in the year of our

Lord One thousand Seven hundred & ninet}' Eight.

Eben": Thurston. (L S)

Signed, Sealed, and delierd

in presance of us —
Israel Turner

William Small

Worcester fs. Sept. 7. 1799 then the above named
Eben"" Thurston acknowledged the aliove Instrument to

his free Act & Deed

Before me ... . Israel Turner Jus^ of the Peace

Received and recorded April 25, 1815.

Jon^ Haskell Town Cler.

[51] Worcester, fs: To either of the Conftables of

the Town of Fitchburg in said County . . . Greeting

In the name of the Commonwealth of Maffa-

^
".^ chufetts you are hereby required to notify and

^ ^ warn all the freeholders and other Inhabitants of

said Town Quallified by law to vote in Town
meeting to meet and affemble at the old meeting houfe in

said Town on munday the Sixth day of March next at

nine OClock in the morning and when mett to act on the

following articles (viz)

1^*^ To chuse a moderator to Govern said meeting
2'.^ To chufe a Town Clerk, Selectmen and other Town

officers as the Law directs, and likewife act an}^ thing in

regard to chufing Collectors as they shall think proper.

3ly To see w^hat sum or sums of money the Town
will raife to repair the highways and bridges the present

year or act any thing theiron as they shall think proper.

41^ To see what method the Town wall take to sup-

port there poor the present year or act any thing theiron

as they shall think proper
5'.y To see if the Town will chufe a Saxton to take
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care of the meeting houfe the present year or act any

thing theiron as they shall think proper

&7 To see if the Town will vote the Swine to run at

large under the regulation of the Law the present year

7'7 To see if the Town will discontinue any roads or

act anything theiron as they shall think proper . . .

81^ To see if Town will except of any Road, that

shall be laid out by the Selectmen or their order and like-

wist Eftablish any road that is in dispute or act anything

theiron as they shall think proper

9ly To see if the Town will make any alteration in

the school Deflricts in the north west part of the Town
agrable to a request of Samuel Gibson and others or act

anything theiron as they shall think proper, and alfo send

a committee to Eftablish a place for a school houfe and

point out sum way that it shall be built

lO'y To see if the Town will abate any persons high-

way tax or act anything theiron as they shall think

proper
11*7 To see what allowance the Town will make to

Mr John Putnum Ju'' refpecting the clabboarding of the

New meeting houfe or act any thing thereon as they shall

think proper
12^y To see if the Town will difpofe of any more Land

for Stabling or act anything theiron as they shall think

proper
13'y To see if the Town will difcharge John Putnum

Jur. from the Expence of raising the New meeting houfe

14'y To see if the Town will make any Consideration

to M'' John Putnum Ju*" if on Examination it shall appear

that he was a great loofer By undertaking the New meet-

ing houfe or act any thing theiron as they shall think

proper.

IS''^ To see where the town will hold there Town
meetings so long as the old meeting houfe is their property

16\y To see wdiat method the Town will take to Level

the Common round the New Meeting houfe or act any

thing thereon as they shall think proper.

17'7 To see if the Town will order the Treafurer to

pay the moneys to the Baptists and Methodists upon such
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a recept as shall be exhibited by them or act any thing

theiron as they shall think proper

18ly To see if the Town will chufe a committee to

Settle with the Treafurer

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned given under our hands
and Seals at Fitchburg this Sixteenth day of Februarv in

the year 1797
John Thurston Ju'; |

Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee > of
Samuel Gibson | Fitchl^urg

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the In-

habitants of said Town quallified as their exprefs^ to meet
at time and place and for the purpofes within mentioned

Fitchburg March 6^? 1797 Joseph Polly Conftable

[5'/i] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg Affembled on Munday the 6^? day of

March AD. 1797
I'.y Voted & chofe M'' Afa Perry .... Moderator
2ly Voted & chofe — Joseph Fox . . . Town Clerk
3'y Voted & chofe M": John Thurston Jun-:

)

4ly Voted & chofe M"- Paul Wetherbee' . Selectmen
5ly Voted & chofe M^ Seth Phillips . . )

6'y Voted that the Selectmen be the Affefsor

Affefsors.

7'7 Voted & chofe M": Ebenezer Thurston

Treafurer.

S'y Voted to let out the Collectorfliip as it was last

year, (viz) to the lowest bidder upon the hundred pound,

the lowest bidder to git two bondfmen to the Acceptance

of the Town
91^ Voted to chul'e a committee to let out the Col-

lectorlhip at Vendue and make their report at the adjorn-

ment
lO'.y Voted that the Committee confist of Ten.

Illy Voted and Chofe Mr Afa Perry, Joseph Fox,

Daniel Putnum Esqr Cap* Israel Turner Doct. Peter Snow,
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Thomas Cowdin, Cap^ Benj? Marfliall, Cap* Will™ Brown,
Lieu^ Afaph Goodridge & Sam" Gibson a committee for

the above purpofe.

12'y Voted to have fifteen high Surve3^ors.

I317 Voted and Chofe Cap* Jon? Wood, Mr Elilha

Chamberlln, W. John Osborn, Mr Jacob Gibson, Mr Amos
Putnum M"" Joseph Richardfon, Joseph Fox, M"" Abraham
Willard M*- Zacheus Farwell, Cap* Benj? Marfliall M'- Benj?

Sheldin M*" Thomas Gibson Mr Oliver Fullum, Mr Phine-

has Hartwell & Mr Blany Phillips . Highway Surveyors

I417 Voted & chofe Capr Benj^ Marfliall, M"- Solomon
Day Mr William Crague, M"" John Brown M'' Jon? Page

Jur M*" Tim? Gray & M'' David Battles . . . Hogreaves
1517 Voted and Chofe M": Jacob Gibson & Mr SamV

Phelps Firewards
16'7 Voted and Chofe M": William Small

Surveyor of Lumber
\T7 Voted & chofe Mr Joseph Richardfon & Mr Jo-

seph Polly Fence viewers
18iy Voted & chofe Mr Amos Parce & Enfign Jacob

Burnap Field drivers

19"7 Voted & chofe Capr Jonathan Wood
Surveyor of hoops & Staves

20'7 Voted & chofe Mr David Parce

Sealer of Weights & Meafures
21?t Voted & chofe Capr Jo? How & Mr Ezra Ritter

Sealers of Leather

22'7 Voted & chofe M'' Daniel Steward
Pound keeper

23'7 Voted & chofe Mr Phinehas Brown & Mr Amos
Putnum Tythingmen

24'7 Voted that the committee chofen to let out the

collectorfliip be a committee to let out the saxton befmefs

the prefent year and make their report at the adjorment
25^y Voted to raife Two hundred and Twenty five

pounds to repair the highways and Bridges the Present

year

26ly Voted that every Man be allowed Nine Cents

pr hour for their work on the Spot, Cattle & meterials in

propotion, to be propotioned at the Same rate by the
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Selectmen as the Mens Labour in their directions to the

Surveyors

[53] 27'^ Voted that the Committee chofen to let

out the CoUectorlhip, be a committee to let out the Towns
poor and report at the adjornment

28*y Voted that the Swine run at Large under the

regulation of the Law the present year

29'y Voted to adjorn this meeting for one hour and
then to meet at Mrfs Cowdins

The Town meet according to adjorment.

30'y A vote being put to see if the Town would dis-

continue a road nigh M"" Amos Parce! South towards
Leominster line, And it pafs^ in the Negative.

31 'y Voted to chufe a committee to view a road laid

out, begining between M"" SamV Phelps! & MT JacolD

Jaquith! that leads back of Pearl hill, and report at the

adjornment where it was laid out.

32'y Voted that the Committee conlist of three

33'y Voted & chofe Mr Saml' Gibson M*" John Thurs-

ton JunV & Cap* Will™ Brown a committee for the above

purpose
34'7 Voted to chufe a committee to take the records

& view the road that has ben laid out between Leu*^

Afaph Goodridges & Mr Afa Perry! which is said to be

discontinued, and make their report at the next adjorn-

ment their mind as to the Situation of the road, and to

report whether it is their mind that the road is, or should

be discontinued, or to be a bridle road, or continue as the

road now is.

35'y Voted to chufe a Committee of three for the

above purpose
36'y Voted & chofe M*" Paul Wetherbee, Deacon Ken-

dol Boutell and Cap* Israel Turner for the above purpose
37'y Voted to chufe a committee to here the parties

which concerns the request of M*" Sam'J Gibson and others

Refpecting their School Deftricts and make their report at

the next adjornment their opinnion of the matter.

38'y Voted to chufe a committee of Three
39'y Voted & chofe Cap* Will'T' Brown M-- Jofeph

Richardfon & Cap* Lsrael Turner a committee for the

above purpose.
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40'y Voted to abate M": Thomas Gibsons last year

highway rates

41 'y Voted to chufe a committee to view the Clabord-

ing and settle with M"" John Putnum Ju^ refpecting the

deficiency in the weadth of the Clabboards put on the

New meetmg Houfe
42'J' Voted that the Committee confist of three
43iy Voted & chofe M': Abel Bawldin M": Verien

Daniels & MT Daniel Harrifs a committee for the above

purpofe and make report at the next adjomment
44'y Voted that their be a committee chofen to lay

out more Stable ground nigh the meeting houfe if they

can find ground on the Towns land convenient for that

purpose and make their report at the next adjornment,
45'y Voted that the Committee confist of Three.

46'y Voted & chofe M": John Thurston Junf Daniel

Putnum Esqr & Cap^ Tho^ Thurston a committee for the

above purpose.

47'y A Vote was put to see if the Town will dis-

charge M"" John Putnum Ju*" from the expense of the hands
imployed in raising the New meeting Houfe. And it pafs

in the affirmative.

48'y A vote was put to see if the Town will pay Mv
John Putnum JuV his expence in Vitualing at the raising

and the expence of the Jin Man &c.

And it pafs? in the Negative.

49^y It was motioned, and Seconded, to reconfider

the last vote refpecting the vitualing the men at the raif-

ing, and the expence of the Jin Man &c.

And it pafsed in the affirmative, and agreed to pay
the expence.

[54] 50'y Voted that what money is now voted to

free M*" John Putnum Ju'' of the expence of raifmg & the

expence of Vitualing the raifers and the Jin Mans Expence
&c to be paid out of the next Town tax to be made

51'7 It was motioned and Seconded to know the

minds of the Town whether they w^ould hold their Town
meetings in the old meeting Houfe untill further order of

the Town, And it pafs in the affirmative

52'7 The vote being put to see if the Town will vote
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that Each Surveyor take on his party of hands in his list

to level the Common nigh the new meeting Houfe, And it

pafs in the affirmative.

53'y Voted to chufe a committee to settle with the

Treafurer
54iy Voted that the Committee conlist of Two
55iy Voted & Chofe M'" John Thurston JunV & M""

Paul Wetherbee a committee for the above purpose
56iy It was moved and Seconded to see if the Town

will except as a form for a recept for the Baptist & Meth-

odist to sign exibited for the Towns acceptance by them,

And it pafsed in the Negative.

57 Voted to adjorn this meeting to munday the 20*^^

day of this Inftant March at the old meeting houfe at one

oClock in the afternoon.

On munday the 20*^ March 1797 The town meet

according to adjornment

The report of the Committee to let out the Collector-

fliip, the Saxton liefmefs & the Towns poor was called for

by the Moderator
The committee reported as follows — viz —

The committee appointed to vendue the Collecterfliip,

Saxton befinefs & the Towns poor attended the befmefs

on munday Evening the 6*? march 1797 at the houfe of

the Widow Cowdins in Fitchburg.

1^* Set up the Collectorfliip to the lowest bidder upon
the hundred pound the south side of the Town he to

bring two bondsman to the acceptance of the Town, and

was bid of to Leiu^ Nehemiah Fuller JuV at 37/ upon the

hundred pound.
2^^ Set up the Collectorfliip to the lowest bidder upon

the hundred pound the North Side of the Town he to

bring two bondsman to the acceptance of the Town and

was bid of to Mr Nehemiah Fuller at 36/6.

3 Set up the Saxton befmefs to the lowest bidder, and

was bid off to Mr Benj? Danforth for 15/ the year
4iy Set up Ephraim Smith one of the Towns poor to

the lowest bidder by the weak for one year upon the same
conditions he was bid of at the last year, And was bid of

to Mr Nehemiah Fuller at 3/3 pr weak
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5 Set up Mary Wares as one of the Towns poor to

the lowest bidder by the weak for one year, or to the

highest upon the same conditions as last year And was
bid of to M\ W"? Small for which he is to give 3^ pC

weak

Voted to accept the report of the committee
Voted to pay Mv Benj? Danforth 15/ as reported bj-

the Committee for taking care of the meeting houfe &c.

Voted to pay Mr Nehemiah Fuller 3/3 pT weak for

supporting, and taking care of Eph"? Smith the conditions

the same as last year

[55] Voted that the Town receive of M\ W™ Small
3^' p*" weak for the Service of Mary Wares the Town to

find for her the same as last year

The committee appointed to vew the road leading from
Mr Afa Perrys to a place call^ Walkers Gate made their

report as follows (viz)

The Subfcribers a Committee chofe by the Town of

Fitchburg to vew a Road leading from Mr Afa Perrys to

a place called Walkers Gate and to report to the adjorn-

ment of March meeting have meet the parties on the

premifes and Examined the records & beg lieve to report

(viz) That it is the oppinion of your committee that Leut
Afapli Goodridge & others shall have free liberty to pafs

and repafs at all times and Seafons from the Walker Gate
so called into the County road b\' Mr Perrys where the

road is nov^ trod without any other Incumbrance than
One gate well hung, which Gate is to be hung made and
maintained by Mr Perry.

Paul Wetherbee)
Fitchburg March 20^]" 1797 Kendol Boutell

J
Committee

Israel Turner
J

Voted to accept the above report

We the Subfscribers being appointed a Committee to

lay out a bridle road on the west side of pearl hill, which
is as follows, begining at the East end of M*" Daniel Holts
barn and runing Northerly the west side of the high Rock
so called as near said Rock as is Convenient for a Road
partly on Land of said Holts and partly on land of Mr
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Amos Laurence till it comes to the road that Leads from
said Laurence to the the school houfe all parties are

agreed, with the said Holt keeping up Gates or barrs

through said Laurence^ Land.

John Thurston JuV
j

Fitchburg March 7*? 1797. Amos Laurence /-Committee
Daniel Holt J

Voted to accept of the above road as difcribed and
upon the conditions mentioned by the Committee

Voted to inlarge the Commifsion of the Committee
chofen to vew the road between Samuel Phelps and Jacob

Jaquiths that leads back of Perl hill so far as to take the

records of the road proposed and make the bounds as the

records proposed, and report to the Town at April meet-

ing, unlefs the parties agree to sum other place that will

better accommedate the parties interested, and then to

report According to their agreement.

The committee appointed to here the parties which
concerns the request of MT SamV Gibson and others, re-

fpecting their school deftricts report as follows (viz)

Your committee chofe by the Town on a request of

SamV Gibson and others have met the parties & Examined
into the Situation of the deftrict and the Petitioners in

General, & beg leave to report (viz)

That it appears to your committee reafonable that

the prayer of the petitioners in Justice ought to be granted,

& it is further the opinion of your committee that the

school houfe for the West deftrict ought to stand on the

Great road as near M": Jacob Uptons as the Ground Will

admit on the great road, and built by the deftrict in the

same proportion as they pay other Taxes.

Will™ Brown
]

Israel Turner
|
Committee

Joseph Richardfon J

Voted to accept the report of the Committee.

Voted that the committee appointed to vew the Clab-

boarding the New meeting houfe and settle with M!" John
Putnum Junr hold their report untill they have an oppor-

tunity to see and Settle with M^ John Putnum JuV and

report to the Town at sum other meeting
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It was motioned & seconded to reconfider the vote

that was pafs"^ on the 6<^f march last rel'pecting paying

the Expence of Vitualing the Railers of the New meeting

houfe, and the Expence of the Jin Man &c to M"" John

Putnum Ju":

the Vote being put it pafs? in the Negative.

Voted to pafs over the article refpecting the Stable

Ground for the present

Voted to adjorn this meeting for fifteen minutes &
then to meet at Mrfs Cowdins.

[56] The Town meet at Mrfs Cowdins according to

adjornment
the meeting opened —
Voted to Excufe the old Committee to let out the Col-

lectorfliip

Voted to chufe a New Committee to let out the Col-

lectorfhip

Voted to chufe five as a Committee for the above pur-

pose

Voted & chofe Daniel Farwell, Blany Phillips, Thomas
Eaton, David Pratt, & Ezra Ritter

Voted to add five to the Committee

Voted & chofe Joseph Downe, Abel Bawldin, Zacheus

Farwell, Jacob Upton & Jo^ Polly

The Committe went upon the befinefs upon the Spot and
l«t made declaration to let out the Collectorfhip upon

the south side of the Town to the lowest bidder upon the

hundred pound and he to bring two bondsman to the ac-

ceptance of the Town.
M"" Daniel Wetherbee was the lowest bidder & was

Struck of to him at 37/ upon the hun^^ pound
2^ Set up the North side of the Town to the lowest

bidder upon the hundred pound he to bring two Bonds-

men to the acceptance of the Town.
Mr David Macintire was the lowest bidder and was

Struck of to him at 38/ upon the hun"? pound

Voted and chofe M": Daniel Wetherbee Conftable for

the South side of y^ Town
Voted and chofe Cap^ Benj? Marfhall Conftable for the

North side of v^ Town.



94 The Old Records of the

It was moved and Seconded to see if the Town \vill

accept as a form for a recp^ for the Baptist and Metho-
dist to give to the Treafiirer for mony the^' proposed to

receive back for the support of preaching. The recp*

worded as follows (viz)

Rec^ of Ebn*: Thurston Town treafurer for the Town
of Fitchburg the Sum of which is in full of all de-

mands against said Town for money paid for the support

of preaching for the years 1792, 1793, 1794, 1795, &
1796, agreable to the Bill of rights of this Common-
wealth

The Vote being put it pafs^ in the Negative.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to April meeting five

OClock in the afternoon at the old meeting houfe.

On munday April 3'T' 1797 The Town meet according

to adjornment the meeting opened . . .
*.

.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to Thursday the 6*^ day

this prefent month to one oClock in the afternoon at this

place.

Thursday April 6^^ The Town meet according to ad-

jornment and the meeting opened.

Voted and chufe Deacon Samuel Gibson to act as Mod-
erator untill Mr Afa Perry shall appear to take his place

as moderator
Voted & chufe M': Daniel Wetherbee Collector for the

South side the Town with Israel Turner Esqr & Mr Blany

Phillips for his Bondfman.
Here follows a report of a Committee that was ap-

pointed to hunt up an old Road that was in Dispute

between M*" Saml' Phelps and MV Jacob Jaquith or to lay

out a new one according to the old Records

We the Subfcribers having ben chofen a committee

the sixth of March last to hunt up an old road that was
in Dispute between M": Sam'.^ Phelps and Jacob Jaquith,

or to lay out a New one according to the old Records

would inform the Town that we are so happy as to per-

fuade the Parties to [57] to agree and Straighten the

road between them, and shall now give 3'ou a defcription

of s^ road which is two rods wide & is as follows (viz)

—
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begining at a stake & stones at the corner of M^
Sam'J Phelp* wall by the road that Leads to the meeting

houfe said bounds is on the east side of the road & runs

north about Ten rods to a white pine Tree marked on
the west side & from thence to a large black Stump on
the west side of the road near by Mr Jacob Jaquiths

fence then straight to the road formerly laid out hy M*:

Joseph Phelps & Stephen Pingry Said road is given by
the owners

Fitchburg April S'-d 1797 Samuel Gibson \ Towns
William Brown /Committee

Voted to accept the report of the above committee
refpecting s*^ road.

Voted to raife Fifteen pounds to 1)e laid out by a com-
mittee to be chofen for the purpose of repairing the New
County road from Leominfter, to Gidions Shop to begin

at the highth of Land so on to Gidions shop the money
to be laid out under the direction of the Committee, and
the money to be paid out of the next fall tax.

Voted to chufe Two men a committee for the above
purpose

Voted & chofe M*" Paul Wetherbee & Israel Turner
EsqT a committee for the above purpofe.

Voted to reconfider the votes, refpecting paying or al-

lowing M'; John Putnum Ju^ his Expence in Vitualing the

Men at the raising the new meeting houfe, the expence of

the Jinn man and the Expence of the hands imployed in

raifmg the meeting houfe, and not allow him any thing

for an\^ of his Expence as voted on the 61^ March . . .

Voted that the Treafurer receive a recept in the follow-

ing form for the Baptist and Methodist to sign, their re-

ceiving the money back for what they have paid for the

years 1792, 1793, 1794, 1795, & 1796, for the Support of

Publick worfhip. Here follows a coppy of the recp* (viz)

I the Subfcriber being of that Denomination of Chris-

tians called Baptist (or Methodist as the Cafe may be)

have this day of 1797. Rec'' of Ebn': Thurston
Treafurer for the Town of Fitchburg in full for the

money I have paid to the Several Collectors for the Sup-

port of Publick Worlhip for the years 1792, 1793, 1794,
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1795 & 1796 agreable to the vote of the Town pafs-^

Nov": 14*^^ 1796 which sum is in full of all demands I

have against said Town of Fitchburg for money I have
paid for the Support of Publick Worship to the present

time

Voted that one Man be aded to the Committee ap-

pointed to settle with the Treafurer

Voted & chofe Joseph Fox for the above purpose.

Voted that the West school deftrict Center the dellrict

by meafuring for the purpose of placing a school Houfe,

and if it should not be a convenient place then to place

it in the nighest convenient place.

Voted to chufe a committee to view the school deltrict

where M'' John Carter M^ Oliver Stickney Amos Sheldon

& others live? that request it whether it is not more con-

venient, and for the best, that they should be removed
from the West school deftrict to the next South, and their

to draw their money.
Voted to chufe three as a committee for the above

purpose

[58] Voted & chofe Mr Mofes Hale Lieu* Edward
Durant and Cap* W^ Brown a committee for the above
purpose and make their report at sum other meeting.

Voted & chofe M"" David M^ intire Collector for the

North side of the Town with Mr Jacob Upton & Mr Benj>

Herrick as bondsmen.
Voted to difsolve this meeting

The meeting is Difsolved Afa Perry Moderator
Jovseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

,„ , These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^^ ^ of Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of Law
/c 'n ^" notify and warn all the freeholders and other

Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg Quallified

as the Conftitution directs to vote for a Reprefentative to

affemble and meet at the Old meeting houfe on Munday
the third day of April next at two OClock P. M. and
when meet to give in their votes for the following re-
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fpective officers to the Selectmen who shall prefide at said

meeting.

1'/ To give in their votes for Govenor
2'7 To give in their votes for Lieu^ Govenor
3'7 To give in their votes for the choice of five Sena-

tors agreable to the Conftitution and Laws of this Com-
monwealth.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned Given under our hands

and Seals at Fitchburg this twentyeth day of March in

the year 1797 John Thurston JuT
|

Paul Wetherbee ) Selectmen
Seth Phillips J

Worcester fs Fitchburg April S''.'^ 1797.

perfuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned the free holders and other Inhabitants of the Town
afore-said to affemble and meet at the time and place

within mentioned as the Law directs

Benj? Marfhall Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday y^ 3*"? da3^ of April 1797
The meeting oppened.
1*^ The votes called for Govenor
His Honour Mofes Gill had 9

The Honorable Increfe Sumner had 6

The Honorable James Sullivan had 27
2\y The Votes called for Leiu^ Govenor
His Honour Mofes Gill had 31

The Honorable James Sullivan had 4
3'y The votes called for Senators

The Honorable Josiah Stears had 31

The Honorable Salem Town had 31

The Honorable Benj? Reed had 31

The Honorable Elijah Brigham had 31

The Honorable Daniel Bigelow had 31

Voted to adjorn this meeting a short time or for the

prefent Meet according to adjornment.
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Voted to Difsolve this meeting.

John Thurston Ju^-l e , ^
Paul Wetherbee j

^^eiectnien

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[59] Worcefter fs : To either of the Conllables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County .... Greeting

—

These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^„ i\ of Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of

^„
'

^
Law to Notify and warn all the freeholders and

^ other inhabitants of said Town Quallifyed by Law
to vote in Town meetings to meet and alTemble at the

old meeting Houfe on munday the third Day of April next

at three oClock P. M. and when meet to act on the fol-

lowing articles (viz)

l^t To chufe a moderator to Govern said Meeting
2'y To see Whether it is the Sence of the Town to

give sum Gentleman a Call to the work of the Gospel

mineftry or act in any matter or thing in Conjuntion with

the Church in refpect to the Settlement of a Gospel min-

ifter as they shall think proper.

31-^ To see what method will take to provide preach-

ing through the summer season or act any thing theiron

as they shall think proper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned given under our hands &
Seals this twentieth Day of March A D. 1797

John Thurston Juy
|

Paul Wetherbee [Selectmen
Seth Philhps J

Worceiler fs. Fitchljurg April S*"? 1797 Perfuant to

the within warrant I have notified and warned the free

holders and other Inhabitants of the Town afore said to

aflemble and meet at the time and place within mentioned
as the Law directs. Benj? Marfliall Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg aflembled on munday the 3''^^ day of April 1797
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V7 Voted & chofe Daniel Putnum Esq"" Moderator.
2'7 Voted that it is the Sence of the Town to give

sum Gentleman a Call to the work of the Gospel Mineftry

that has preached amongst us.

3'7 Voted to adjorn this meeting for half an hour,

then to meet at this place

The Church in Fitchburg by their Clerk prefented the

Town their vote certifying that they had given M*" Thos
Noife a Call into the work of the Gospell mineftry

4*^ It was moved and Seconded to see if the Town
would concur with the Church with their vote refpecting

giving M*" Tho^ Noyse a Call to Settle with us in the Gof-

pell miniftry

The vote being put, It pafs^ in the Negative.

S'.y It was motioned & seconded to see if the Town
will agree to give MY Samuel Worcester a Call to Settle

with us in the Gofpell mineftry, The vote being put it

pafs^ in the affirmative 43 to 24 and Eight of the 24 con-

defended to to agree to Mr Worcester.

6'y Voted to adjorn this meeting for a Quarter of an
hour then to meet at this place

The Town meet according to adjornment proceeded to

befmefs.

The Church prefented their vote, to the Town refpect-

ing giving M*" Samuel Worcester a Call to the Work of

the Gospel Mineftry — which vote is as follows (viz)

Fitchburg April S""? 1797 At a legal meeting of the

Church of Fitchburg on adjornment Voted to give MY
Samuel Worcester a Call into the work of the Gofpel

Mineftry Atest Joseph Downes Clerk.

7 The vote being put to see if the Town will Concur
with the Church to give MY Samuel Worcester a Call to

Settle with us in the Gospell minestry

The vote being put it pafsed in the affirmative.

Voted to chufe a committee to prepare and lay before

the Town such Encoragements as thej^ shall think prop-

per to induce Mr Sam\' Worcester to Settle with us in the

work of the Gofpell mineftry.

Voted to chofe nine as a committee for the above pur-

pofe.
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Voted and Chofe M*" Afa Perry, M*" Jonathan Low
M^ Paul Wetherl^ee Deacon Boutell Daniel Putnum Esq^

Israel Turner Esq^ Cap^ W"? Brown, M*" Phinehas Brown
and M*" Jacob Upton and they to report at the adjorn-

nient.

[60] Voted to adjorn this meeting to Thursda}^ next

at two oClock in the afternoon then to meet at this place.

The meeting was accordingly adjorned.

On Thursday y^ 6^? April 1797 The Town meet ac-

cording to adjornment and the meeting opened

The committee appointed to confider of the Encorage-

ments to be made and report to the Town for Mr Samuel

Worcester to Settle with us in the Gofpel minestry made
their report as follows (viz)

We the Subfcribers being chofen at a legal meeting of

the Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg affembled April

S""? 1797 a Committee to lay before the Town the Encor-

agements which shall be offered to M'' Sam'J Worcester

to induce him to Settle with us in the work of the Gof-

pell Mineftry which is as follows viz

I'.y That M": Samuel Worcester be Setled upon a Sal-

ary only for his Support while he continues with us in

the work of the Gofpel mineftry in a Pastoreal Relation.

2'7 That if it should so happen in the Corfe of his

Mineftry in Fitchburg that deficulty should arife on his

part that should prove a grevience to this Church and

people which may give in their oppinion Just occafion of

Complaint that appears against him prejedicial to the

Peace and happinefs of this Church and people, they shall

have a right to Difmifs him from his Pastoreal relation

to this Church and People with the advice of a mutual
Counfell. Alfo on the other hand when any Just occation

of Complaint shall appear in the opinnion of M*" Worces-

ter, against the Church and people of his Charge Prejudi-

cial to his peace and Ufefullnefs in his paftorial office, he

shall have a right to take a Difmifsion from this Church

and People with the advice of a mutual Counfell.

3*7 For his Support and Encoragement to Settle with

the people in Fitchburg in a Pastorial relation they agree
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to pay him Four hundred Dollars Annually as a Compen-
fation for his Servifes while he shall Continue in the Min-
eftry in the Town of Fitchburg. And alfo the previledge

of improveing about Twenty Acres of Wood Land which
is the Towns property and lyeth in the Center of the
Town, in order to accomedate him with firewood.

4'y That in cafe Mr Samuel Worcester should take his

difmifsion or be difmifed from his Minefterial relation to
the Church and people of the Town of Fitchburg then
the Civil contract shall be Difsolved without any further

compenfation to him any further than while he Serves the

Town in a minefterial Capafsaty.

Fitchburg April 6*? 1797.
|

p"" order
All which is humbly Submitted. Afa Perry \ of the

J Committee

Voted to accept the report of the Committee
Voted that Deacon John Thurston be requested to pre-

fent Mr Samuel Worcester a coppy of the report of the

Committee refpecting what Encoragements the Town will

give him to Induce him to settle with us in the Gospel
mineftry

Voted that this meeting be difsolved

Daniel Putnum Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[61] Worcester fs : To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

„ , You are hereby required in the name of the

^^ ^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

^„ ',^ warn the male Inhabitants of said Town and be-

ing twenty one years of Age, and quallified as the

Law directs to vote for a Reprefentative to meet at the

old meeting houfe on thursday the Eighteenth day of

May inftant at two oClock in the afternoon, for the pur-

pose of chufeing a Reprefentative to Reprefent them at the

General Court appointed to be convened and held at Bos-
ton on the Last Wednesday of May, and you are to

make return of this warrant with your doings theiron to

sum one of us on or before said Day and time above
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mentionerl given under our hands and Seales at Fitch-

burg the Second Day of Maj^ A D. 1797
John Thurston JuT 1 Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee / of
Seth Phillips JFitchburg

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed

to meet at time and place & for the purpose within men-

tioned Daniel Wetherbee Conftable

May 18^1^ 1797.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on thursday the 18*? day of May
1797.

V7 The vote being put to see if it is the minds of the

Town to send a Reprefentative to the General Court this

present year. And it pafs? in the Afiirmative

2'7 A vote was called for, and put, to see if the Town
will reconfider the vote refpecting sending a Reprefenta-

tive, And it pafs in the afiirmative

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester fs. To either of the Conflables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting.

.„ . These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^^ ^ of Maflachufetts to require you in due corfe of

^^ J Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and
other Inhabitants of said Town Quallified by Law

to vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the

Old meeting houfe on Thursday the Eighteenth day of

this Inftant may at four OClock P. M. and w^hen meet to

act on the following articles (viz)

1^*^ To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting
2'/ To see if the Town will except of the report of

the Committee chofen to settle with the Town Treafurer

3'7 To see if the Town will chofe sura person to give

Ebnr Thurston Town treafurer a Deed of his Pews . .

4ly To see what order the Town will take refpecting

those pews that was bid of the first sale and are not yet
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paid for and act anything theiron as they shall think

proper
5'y To see if the Town will make any alterations in

any of the school Deftricts agreable to a request of a
number of the Inhabitants or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper
6'7 To see if the Town will discharge John Putnum

Junr from the expence of raifing the New meeting Houfe
in Fitchburg or act any thing theiron as they shall think

propper

[63] 7'/ To see if the Town will chufe a Committee
to View, and if they shall think it expedient to lay out a

road from the other road near SamV Phelp! a crost to

the New Meeting houfe agreable to a request of a number
of the Inhabitants or act any thing theiron as they shall

think propper

8ly To see if the Town will chufe a Committee to

over see the Leveling of the Common, or act any thing

theiron as they shall think proper
9'7 To see if the Town will chufe sum person to over

see and take Care of the Towns Land or act any thing

theiron as they shall think proper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doing theiron to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned, given under our hands
& seals at Fitchburg this Second Day of May AD. 1797

John Thurston Ju*"]

Paul Wetherbee > Selectmen
Seth Phillips J

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed

to meet at time and place and for the purpofes within

mentioned. Daniel Wetherbee Conftable

Fitchburg May IS*?' 1797.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on Thursdav the 18*^ dav of May
1797.

I'.y Voted and chofe Israel Turner Esq^ Moderator
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2'7 Voted that the Committee appointed to settle

with the Treafurer as they have offered their report for

the confideration of the Town that they recive the report

back again and afsertain as near as they can what the

Town owes, as well as what is Due the Town and make
report at Sep* meeting

3'/ Voted that the Town Clerk give a title in behalf

of the Town, of a Pew, or Pews, to Eben': Thurston, such

as he has purchased in the new meeting houfe

41^ A vote being put to see if the Town v^dll request

the Town Treafurer to demand the money of those per-

sons that purchased Pews in the new meeting Houfe at

Vendue March lO*}' 1795 what they are Deficient in pay-

ment in payment, and if they pay the money by the 30*?

of may Inftant to demand no Interest, and if they do not

pay the money to take their notes on Interest on demand
from the time the money became Due, and the Treafurer

to make report at the next Town meeting of his doings.

And the vote pafs^ in the affirmative

5'7 A vote being put to see if the Town will dis-

charge M*" John Putnum Ju'! from the expence of raising

the New meeting Houfe in Fitchburg agreable to his

request. The vote being put it pafsed in the Negative

[63] &7 Voted to chufe a Committee to view the

ground for a road from the North east part of the Town
to the New Meeting houfe agreable to a request of a

number of signers (viz) Jacob Jaquith & others and make
report to the Town next meeting

7'/ Voted to chufe a committee for the above purpose

8. Voted & chofe the Selectmen for the committee

9ly Voted to chufe a Committee to Infpect the Level-

ing the common nigh the new meeting houfe

10 Voted that the committee confist of three, that

the whole attend upon the befinefs to determine how it is

best for the Surveyors to proceed in the befinefs and when
the Surveyors attend to do the work, only one of the Com-
mittee to attend [the befinefs knd one of y^ committee to

attend the whole of the time, when the Surveyors do work
11'7 Voted & chofe Paul Wetherbee Cap* W"? Brown

& Joseph Fox a committee for the above purpose . . .
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12ly Voted to chufe a committee to over see and take

care of the Towns Land
13*7 Voted & choie Jonas Marfliall Junr a Committee

for the above purpose
14iy Voted to annex Oliver Stickney, Amos Sheldon,

John Carter & Daniel Putnum Jr to the school Deftrict

South of the persons above named agreable to their

request

15'y Voted difsolve this meeting

Israel Turner Moderator.

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester fs : To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

,„ ,, These are in the name of the Commonwealth
^„ i\ of Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of

Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and
other inhabitants of s^ Town that are Quallified by Law
to vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the

old meeting houfe on tusday the Twentyeth day of this

Inftant June at three OClock P. M. and when meet to act

on the following articles (viz)

\^\ To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting.

2'7 To see if the Town w^ill make any alterations in

the pecuniary terms that have ben proposed by said

Town to M^ SamV Worcester in cafe he shall settle with
us in the work of the Gofpel minellry or act any thing

theiron as they shall think propper
31^ To see what method the Tow^n will take to Sup-

ply the pulpit, and act any thing as they shall think

propper.

4ly To see if the Town will except of the report of

the Committee chofen to view the a proposed road from
the northerly part of the Town to the meeting houfe and
act any thing theiron as they shall think propper.

5ly To see if the Town will lay out a road from MV
Nehemiah Fullers houfe to M"" Abel Bawldin land or act

any thing theiron as they shall think propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said
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Day and time above mentioned given under Our hands

and Seals at Fitchburg this fifth day of June in the year

1797. John Thurston Ju-: \ Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee \

selectmen

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the In-

habitants of Said Town as theirin exprefsed to meet at

time and place and for the purpofes within mentioned.

Daniel Wetherbee Conftable

[64] Att a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg affembled on TusdaA^ the 20^?^ day of

June 1797.

lly Voted & chofe Israel Turner Esq"" Moderator
The forth article ,in the warrant taken up which is in

refpect of the Committee that was appointed to view a

propofed road from the North part of the Tow^n to the

meeting houfe.

2ly Voted that the Committee appointed for the

above purpose receive their report again, and at sum
futer meeting, report where it is best for the road to be

laid out, and what expence it will be to the Town for the

Land if the road should be laid out and excepted.

The Second Article in the warrant taken up refpecting

M^ SamV Worcesters pecuniary terms

It was moved and Seconded to see if the Town would
make any alterations in the pecuniary terms refpecting

Setling M'' Saml^ Worcester in the work of the Gofpel

mineftry in this Town
3^y The vote being put it pafsed in the aflftrmative

4\y Voted to chufe a committee to make the proposed

alteration and make their report at this meeting in a

Quarter of an hour

^7 Voted that the committee confist of five —
e'y Voted & chofe Cap* W"? Brown Deacon Kendol

Boutell M*- Robert Burnam, Liu* Edward Durant & IVP

John Thurfton J"" a committee for the above purpose.

The fifth Article in the warrant taken up, refpecting

laying out a road from M*" Nehemiah Fullers houfe to M*"

Abel Bawldins Land It was moved and Seconded to see
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if it was the minds of the Town, that their be a road laid

out as above proposed provided M'' Abel Bawldin will

pay the Damages.
V? The Vote being put it pafs in the affirmative

The Committee appointed to make the alterations

refpecting the pecuniary terms with regard to M*" SamV
Worcester, Setling with us in the w^ork of the Gofpell

mineftry, made their report as follows (viz)

We the Subfcribers being appointed a Committee to

take into confideration, and make sum alterations in the

propofals that have ben made by said Town to M*" Sam"
Worcester, beg leave to report viz. first, that the Town
take of twenty pounds from the propofals that has ben

made to M*" Saml' Worcester Annually.

Secondly That the Town give M*" Saml^ Worcester two
hundred pounds as a Settlement, One hundred pound to

be paid in One year after his ordination and the other

hundred pound in two years after his ordination with In-

terest from the time of his ordination

William Brown per order

It was moved and Seconded to see if the Town will

except of the above report

S'.y The Vote being put it pafsed in the affirmative.

[65] 9ly Voted that the Committee appointed to

make the alterations refpecting the propofals that has ben

made to M*" Sam" Worcester, be requested to furnish Mr
Worcester with a coppy of the alterations as soon as is

convenient

lO'y Voted to pafs over the third article in the warrant
ll'y Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Israel Turner Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter. fs. To either of the Conflables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

„ .. These are in the name of the Commonwealth
^„ ^ of MafTachufetts to require you in due courfe of

Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and
other Inhabitants of said Town Quallified by Law to
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vote in Town meetings to meet and alTemble at the old

meeting houfe on Munday the Twenty first day of this

inftant August at Three oClock P. M. and when meet to

act on the following articles (viz)

1^7 To chufe a Moderator to Govern said meeting

21^ To see what time the Town will agree upon for

the Ordination of M^ Samuel Worcester, and likewife

make provifion for the same and act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings thereon, to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned. Given under our hands

and Seals at Fitchburg this fifth day of Aug* in the year

of our Lord AD 1797 John Thurston Ju>: 1 o„i_tmen
Paul Wetherbee )

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town as their in exprefs^ to meet at

time and place, and for the purpose within mentioned.

Daniel Wetherbee Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afiembled on munday the 2\^\ day of Aug^
1797.

1'7 Voted & chofe Israel Turner EsqV moderator
2ly Voted that the last Wednesday in September next,

be the day appointed for the Ordination of M*; Samuel
Worcester

S'.y Voted to chufe a committee to receive proposals

from any Gentleman, for what sum they will Entertain

the Counfell at the Ordination, and make report to the

Town in one hour.

41^ Voted that the Committee confist of three

51^ Voted & chofe Daniel Putnum Esqr Mr Paul Weth-
erbee & Mr Afa Perry a committee for the above purpose.

61^ Voted to adjorn this meeting for one hour then to

meet at this place

The Town meet according to adjornment the meeting
Opened
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The committee appointed to receive the propofals

made their report, with the propofals from Several Gentle-

men and after debating upon the matter and confidering

all propofals,

[66] T7 Voted to accept the proposal made b3'

Leiu^ Edward Durant which is as follows (viz) He will

provide for the Counfell for the prime cost of the Vituals

& drink that he shall on said Counfell Expend, and heve
in all the Cost of Cooking & Table furniture, and be paid

for Lodging and feed for horfes if any their be.

8'7 Voted to chufe a committee to direct M^ Durant
how many to provide for, and Infpect his account for

allowance
9'y Voted to chufe Three as a committee for the

above purpose
IQiy Voted & chofe Mr Paul Wetherbee M'' Afa Perry

& Mr Mofes Hale a committee for the above purpose.

ll'y Voted that their be a committee chofen to affist

the Conflables in regulating the Meeting houfe on the Day
of Ordination

12'7 Voted that the committee confist of three to

affist the Conftables

13ly Voted and chofe Mr Joseph Polly Mr Abel Lin-

coln & Cap* Jacob Burnap
14'y Voted to add two more to the above committee

viz Mr Tho! Cowdin & Mr John Willard

I517 Voted that the above committee be a committee
to Shore the Gallerys to Secure them on the Day of Ordi-

nation, and Secure the Seats for the Signers on Said Day.
16 Voted to chufe One Man as a Committee to notify

the Counfell and those persons expected to dine with the

Counfell, where they are to repair too to be Entertained.

17ly Voted & chofe Israel Turner Esqr for the above
purpose

18 Voted to Difsolve the meeting

Israel Turner Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefler. fs : To either of the Conflables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting
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. Thefe are in the name of the Commonwealth

^ i\ of Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of

^^^ ^ Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and
^ other inhabitants of s^ Town quallified by Law
to vote in Town meeting to meet and affemble at the old

meeting houfe on munday the forth day of Sept next at

One oClock P. M. and when meet to act on the following

articles (viz)

1** To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting
2'.y To see what sum of money the Town will raife

to support the schools the year Enfuing and act any

theiron as they shall think propper

3'7 To see what sum or sums of money the Town
w'ill raife to support the admineflration of the Gofpell or

act any thing theiron as they shall think propper . . .

4'/ To see what sum or sums of money the Town
will raife to pay the Towns Debts and other Neflesary

charges or act any thing theiron as they shall think

proper
5'7 To see what method the Town wnll take to cover

the Bridge near Wards mill or act any thing theiron as

they shall think proper

6ly To see if the Town will here and accept the report

of the Committee chofen to settle with the Treafurer

[67] 7'7 To see if the Town will except of the re-

port of the Committee chofen to view A proposed road

from the Northerly part of the town to the meeting houfe

and act any thing theiron as they shall think proper . .

8ly To see if the Town will except the report of the

Committee chofen to lay out fifty dollars on the New
County road.

9^7 To see if the Town will make any Provifion for

building a pound or act any thing theiron as they shall

think proper

lO'y To see if the Town will give the Committee that

was chofen to paint the new meeting houfe any further

inftructions

Illy To vsee if the Town will hold their Town meet-

ings in the new meeting houfe for the futer

12'/ To see what order the Town will take refpecting
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building school houfes and act any thing theiron as they

shall think proper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings thereon to sum one of us on or before said

day and time above mentioned

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

twenty first day of August AD. 1797
John Thurston JuT

|

Paul Wetherbee /Selectmen
Seth Phillips

I

Persuant to the within warrant I have Notified the

free holders and other Inhabitants of the Town of Fitch-

burg quallified as within directed to meet at time and
place within mentioned

Benji^ Marfhall Conllable . .

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 4'^J' day of Sep* 1797
1^? Voted and chofe M": Paul Wetherbee Moderator
2'7 Voted to raife One hundred pounds to support

the schools the year Enfuing
3'7 Voted to raise Two hundred & forty pounds, for

the following purposes viz One hundred pound for Mr
SamV Worcesters Sallery for the first year, alfo one hun-

dred pounds that being the first payment of M*" SamV
Worcesters Settlement, and alfo forty pounds Arerages for

preaching & boarding the Mineller which the Town has

expended more than their has ben money raised for . .

4ly Voted that the Aflefsors add to the Mineller tax
the expence of providing for the Counfell to the Two hun-

dred & forty pounds when the sum shall be aflertained.

5ly Voted to raife One hundred and Ten pounds to

pay the Towns Debts and neceffary charges

6ly Voted to reconfider the last vote, and in lew
theirof.

Ty Voted to raife Eighty pounds to pay the Towns
Debts & Neceffary charges

8'y Voted that the covering of the Bridge nigh Wards
Mill be let out to be covered, to the lowest bidder at

Vendue
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9'y Voted that the Bridge be covered with White pine

plank three Inches thick

10 Voted to chufe a committee to let out the cover-

ing of of the Bridge nigh Wards Mill with Plank and see

that it is done according to agreement

Illy Voted to chufe One Man as a committee for the

above purpose
12^y Voted & chose M"' Joseph Downe a committee

man for the above purpose and make report to the Town
at sum futer meeting

The Committee appointed by the Town to reckon &
Settle with the Treafurer have attended the Service &
make or report as follows viz — Dollars cents mills

We find in the hands of M*" Blaney Phillips

collector for the year 1795 $ 47 .. 76 . 5

We find in the hands of Mr Paul Wether-

bee collector for the year 1795 $ 30 .. 21 . 6

We find in the hands of M*" Abijah Good-

ridge Collector for the year 1796 $ 604 .. 10 . 6

We find in the hands of M*" David Macin-

tire Collector for the year 1796 $ 619 .. 93 . 6

We alfo find in the hands of the Treafurer the follow-

ing notes the Towns property.

over

[68] brought over $

One note signd Edward Scott Dated Febry 7*^?

1794 £1..7..10 is $ 4.. 60.0

One note signd David Gibson dated April 5^*

1790 0.12.1.3 is 2.. 2.0

One note signd Benj? Kemp dated March 22".^

1790 0.. 14.11. is 2. .44.0

One note signd Peter Snow dated Nov*" 21^?^

1796 45..37.0

One note signd D? D? D? D? D? D? 3. .12.0

One note signd W™ Brown dated NovY 21**^

1796 13. .31.0

One note signd D? D? D" D° D" D° 3. .44.0

One note signd Nehemiah Fuller Dated Nov^
21^t 1797 30.. 0.0

One note signd D? D? D" D^ D^ D" 10.. 0.0
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One note signd Jacol) Jaquith dated NovV 21^*-

1796 ......' 17.. 50.0

One note signd Jonas Marfliall Jur dated Nov":
21?t 1796 32.. 6.0

One note signd Gedion Simons & Tho^ Cowdin
Jur Nov': 21*:^ 1796 14-.. 63.0

One note signd Jacob Burnap dated Nov': 21*:*^

1796 18.. 75.0

One note signd Abial Holt & Elias MelTenger

dated NoV 21«? 1796 16. .12.0

One note signd Daniel M. Stears & Kendol Bou-

tell Ju'- dated Nor 21^* 1796 15..38.0

One note signd Ezra Ritter dated Nov: 21'^* 179(3 12. .75.0

One note signd Joseph Fox dated NovT 21, 1796 22. .88.0

One note signd D? D? D? D? D" D? 21..38.0

One note signd Benj';*. Hawks dated Novr 21"*

1796 15.. 0.0

One note signd Amos Parce dated Nov'' 21

:

1796 13. .87.0

One note signd Paul Wetherbee dated NoT 21

1796 •
. . 49. .50.0

One note signd Simeon Farwell No'- 21, 1796 15..75.0

One note signd Daniel Wetherbee Nov*- 21, 1796 9. .12.0

One note signd D? D" D? D? D° 36. .38.0

One note signd Anger Cowdin Dated Nov': 21^*^

1796 7.. 25.0

One note signd D« D? D? D? Do D^ 27. .75.0

The above notes are all on Interest

We alfo find due from Leiu* Afaph Goodridge

in part of four Pews in the New Meeting

houfe he purchased at the first vendue March
lOtf 1795 52.67.0

We alfo find due from Maj': John Goodridge in

part of one Pew in the New meeting houfe

he purchased at the first Vendue March
10*? 1795 21.54.0

We alfo find due from Eliflia Chamberlin in part

of one Pew in the New meeting houfe he

purchafed at the first Vendue March 10*?

1795 9.54.0
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We alfo find due from Phinehas Allen in part

of one Pew in the new meeting houfe he

pnrchafcd at y*^ first Vendue Mareh lO*^?'

1795 9.97.0

$1856.11.3

We alfo find that the Treafurer has given his

note to Cap* Tho! Thurston for money
borrowed which the Town is to account for

by the Settlement of the Committee for . .
$60'^.°'

John Thurston Ju*") Committee appointed
Paul Wetherbee Jby the Town to settle

Joseph Fox j with the Treafurer.

Ebn"" Thurston, Treafurer

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants affembled on the

18*?^ day of May 1797
The Town voted to give the Committee that was

appointed to settle with the Treafurer further derections

(viz) to see what the -Town is Indebted and report the

whole at Sep* meeting, as nigh as they can affertain . .

On the 25*? Aug* 1797 the Committee meet for the

purpose of finding out what the Town is now Indebted

and make our report to the town as follows viz
dol cts m

To M*" Jon? Smith sum unknown supposed to be 22,. 0.

carried up —
[()*)] dol Cents mils

up 22.. 0.

To M"- Ebn'- Thurston note dated Aug* 25*?

1797 on Interest for 162..45.

To Leiu*Seth Phillips note dated April 4*? 1796
on Int for 19.. 0.

To M*" Afa Perry note dated May l^i 1797 on

Interest for'
'

200.. 0.

To M'' Reuben Smith JuV note dated DecembT
18*^1 1796 on Intrst for 53.. 0.

To Af Jonathan Smith note dated Aug* 29*?

1796 on Interst for 24.. 0.

To Joseph Fox note dated May 9*? 1796 on

Interst for 29..37. 8
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To M'- Peter Town note dated January 18*.^

1797 on Interest for 500.. 0.

To Cap* Tho! Thurston note dated on
Interest the same as mentioned in the first

report 60.. 0,

Expences for preaching & l^oarding the Min-
ister more than their has ben money raised

by the Town 93. .50.

Laid out upon the New County road that the

money has not ben raised 50.. 0.

Triming for the Pulpit which the money has
not ben raised 40.. 0.

To M*- Tho^ Noyce note Dated Nov-" !«* 1796
on Interest 19..

$1272. .32. 8

John Thurston Ju"" |
Committee to settle with the Treaf-

Paul Wetherbee | urer & to see what the Town is

Joseph Fox, J Indebted & report to the Town —
Ebn*" Thurston Town Treafurer.

13ly Voted to except the report of the Committee
chofen to settle with the Town treafurer and likewise to

see as near as they could what the Town is Indebted
141^ Voted to except the report of the Committee to

lay out fifty dollars on the county road from Gedians
shop towards Leominfler as they have made their report

—

which is 49'^.°i X^'^^l^

151^ Voted to build a New Pound
16ly Voted to erect a Pound upon MT Benj? Dan-

forths Land at sum spot between the Horse Stables upon
the south side of the Common nigh the New meeting

houfe & Land that NP Danforth Sold to M*: NathV F.

Cunningham on the line of the Common.
17'-^ Voted to erect the Pound proposed with Stone.

18'7 Voted that the Pound be erected two rods

Square within the walls.

19 Voted to chufe a committee to receive Proposals

from any person or persons what they will build the

Pound for and make report to the next Town meeting
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20 Voted to chufe a committee to receive proposals

from any person or persons what they will build the

Pound for where it is now voted to be built, or any other

Sutable place in the Judgment of the Committee that will

best accomedate the Town
21 Voted that the Committee confist of three.

22 Voted and Chofe M'" Abraham Willard Cap* W?"

Brown & Deacon Saml' Gibson a Committee for the above

purpose.

23 Voted that the Pound be complected by the first

of June next and that the Committee inform the person

or persons who make propofals that it is expected the

Pound to be complected the first of June next.

24 Voted to pafs over the 10*^ article in the war-

rant

25 Voted that the Town hold the Town meeting in

the old meeting houfe for the futer untill the further order

of the Town
26 Voted that their be a committee chosen for each

Deftrict to lay out the school money and that each com-

mittee man be under the direction of the deftrict to which

he belongs

27. Voted & chofe M*" Joseph Low Ju'' for the first

Deftrict.

28 Voted & chofe M'' Abijah Goodridge for the sec-

ond Deftrict.

29. Voted & chofe Deacon Boutell & M"" John osborn

for the S'-d Deftrict.

30 Voted & chofe M^ Jacob Upton for the 4*^ Deftrict.

31 Voted & chofe Mr Abraham Willard & M*- Blany

PhilHps for the 5*^ Deftrict.

32 Voted & chofe M' Nathan Badcock for the sixth

Deftrict.

33. Voted & chofe M*- SamV Phelps & M'- Jacob Mac-

intire for the 1^^ Deftrict.

34 Voted to choofe a committee to deftrict the Town
a new, for the purpose of placing school houfes in the

Town, and that the committee pitch upon a spot in each

deftrict to place the school houfe and place the corner

stone.
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[70] 35'7 Voted that their be three Committeemen
from each Deftrict and that they attend upon the befmefs

without any expence to the Town
36'/ Voted to reconfider the last vote.

37ly Voted to chufe Seven as a committee for the

above purpose.

SS'.y Voted to adjom this meeting to the second Mun-
day in Oct^ next one oClock in the after noon then to

meet at this place

OctV 9*?* the Town meet according to adjornment

Voted to pafs over the seventh article refpecting a pro-

posed road for the prefent

Voted to except of the report of the Committee chofen

to lay out the pound as far as refpects the form of the

Pound
Voted to let out the Building of y*^ Pound at the low-

est bidder.

Voted that the Committee that was chofen to draw a
plan of the Pound to be the Committee to let out the

building to said pound and infpect it.

Voted that the undertaker of said Pound shall have
the previledge of chufmg whether he Will build on the

Towns Land, or on Benj? Danforth'' Land where it is

staked out, and have the previledge of taking the stone

off of the Towns Land if they please

Voted that if thej^ build the said Pound on the Towns
Land that they shall dig a trench below where the frost

will come & fill it up with done to fet the wall on . .

Voted to reconfider the vote refpecting chufing seven

for the Committee to deftrict the Town
Voted to chufe six for a Committee one out of each

deftrict to make a Center Deftrict

Voted that M*" Robert Burnam be one of this commit-
tee

tee

Voted that Israel Turner Esq*" be one of the Commit-

Voted that M'' Benj^ Flint be one of the Committee
Voted that M"- Seth Phillips be one of the Committee
Voted that M^ Stephen Thurston be one of the Com-

mittee
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Voted that M^ John Thurston be one of the Commit-
tee

Voted that M*" Afa Perry in the Rome of M^ Burnam
& difmifed MT Burnam

Voted to Excufe Israel Turner Esq"" from this Com-
mittee

Voted that Deacon Boutell be one of this Committee
Voted that this Committee make a report at the ad-

jornment of this meeting

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the 23''.'^ day of this

Inftant at One OClock P. M.
Oct": 23''^ 1797 The Town meet according to adjorn-

ment & the meeting oppened.

Voted to adjorn this meeting for half an hour then to

meet at this place

The Town meet according to adjornment

A vote was put to see if the Town would purchafe

the school houfes now in said Town : And it pafsed in

Negative.

The committee appointed to make out the Lines for

the middle school Deftrict reported as follows (viz) . . .

First that the following inhaliitants be confidered as

the out lines for the middle School Dellrict begining at the

Widow Hannah Cowdins from thence to Leu* Edward
Durants & Joseph Lows & Phinehas Aliens [71] and Jo-

seph Sawyers & Aaron Darbys & Ezra Ritters & Benj^

Wilfons all the Inhabitants that are comprehended in

these lines are to be confidered as belonging to the middle

school Deftrict

Secondh' that it is our oppinnion the school houfe

ought to stand on M"" Danforth^ Land about sixteen feet

from the fouth East End of Mr Pools Stable to best con-

vene the Deftrict and we expect the Land will be no
expence to the Town.

Afa Perry
Kendol Boutell
Seth Phillips
Benja Flint

John Thurston Ju""

Stephen Thurston
Fitchburg Oct": y« 16*?* 1797

Committee
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The vote being put to see if the Town will accept the

report of the committe appointed to make out the Lines

of the middle school Deftrict,

And it pafsed in the Negative.

Voted to chufe a committee out of the proposed mid-

dle Deftrict to deftrict the rest of the Town and appoint

the place where Each school houfe shall be built and place

the corner stone, except those deftricts which are satiffied

with their own school houfes they shall have the preve-

lidge of drawing the money back that they are taxed

towards building school houfes & make report the next

Town meeting

Voted that the Committee confist of three.

Voted & Chofe Cap* W"? Brown M-: Ephr Kiml)all &
Leu* Edward Durant

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

The meeting accordingly defolved.

Paul Wetherbee Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter : fs : To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^ i\ of Maflachufetts to require you in due corfe of

^„ ^ Law to notify and warn all the free holders and

other Inhabitants of said Town that are Quallified

by Law to vote in Town meetings to meet and Affemble

at the old meeting houfe on munday the ninth da3' of

Oct^ next at two oClock P. M. and when meet to act on

the following articles (viz)

first To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting.

2'7 To see what order the Town will take refpecting

those Pews that were bid of the first sale and are not as

yet paid for and act any thing theiron as they shall think

propper.

3ly To see if the Town will give their Treafurer any

further Inftructions refpecting the Methodist and Baptists

Certificates or act any thing theiron as they shall think

proper
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4ly To see if the Town will raife any Sum or Sums
of money for the purpose of hireing a Master to teach

Mufick for the infuing 3^ear or act any thing theiron as

they shall think proper agreable to a request of a number

of the Inhabitants

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doing theiron to sum one of us on or before said

Da3^ and time above mentioned Given under our hands

and Seals at Fitchlnirg this twenty second day of Sep-

tember AD. 1797 John Thurston JuV
]

Paul Wetherbee [Selectmen
Seth Phillips )

Persuant to the within warrant 1 have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town as theirin exprefsed to meet at

time and place and for the purpofes within mentioned.

Daniel Wetherbee Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 9*?^ day of Oct^ 1797
1^^ Voted & chose Daniel Putnum Esqr moderator
2 Voted to adjorn the meeting for one hour
Meet according to adjornment

Voted to pafs over the second article for the present

Voted to pafs over the third article for the present

Voted to raife a Sum of money to support the Mufick

[72] Voted to raife Thirty dollars to support the

Mufick

Voted to adjorn the meeting to the 23''? day of this

Inftant at two OClock P. M.
23''? OctV 1797 The Town meet according to adjorn-

ment
Voted to chufe a committee to examine the Certificates

of the Methodists & Baptists teachers which shall be pre-

fented to the Treafurer for to draw back their minester

tax of either of the orders, and those Certificates which
the Committee agree to be such as the Town has agreed

upon, the Treafurer is defired to pay out accordingly

Voted to reconfider the last vote refpecting the Certifi-

cates presented by the Methodists & Baptists
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Voted to chufe a committee for the above purpose to

allist the Treafurer

Voted to ehule two as a committee for the above pur-

pose

Voted & ehofe Joseph Fox as one of the committee

Voted & chose M"" Abraham Willard as one of the

Committee
Voted to excufe Joseph Fox from serving as one of the

committee
Voted and chose Daniel Putnum Esq': in the rome of

Joseph Fox difmised

Voted to excufe M*" Abraham Willard from serving as

one of the Committee
Voted & chose Cap^ W"? Brown in the rome of Mr A.

Willard difmifed

Voted to Excufe Cap* VV"? Brown as serving on the

Committee.

Voted & chofe M": Paul Wetherbee in the rome of

Cap* Brown difmifed

Voted that the Committee make their report at the

next Town meeting for acceptance.

A vote was put to see if the Town would reconfider

the vote at the last Town meeting refpecting raising

thirty dollars to support the Mufick And it pafsed in the

affirmative

Voted to difsolve this meeting

the meeting was accordingly difsolved

Daniel Putnum Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter. fs : To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg within the Count^^ of Worcester . Greeting.

„ Thefe are in the name of the Commonwealth
^„

'

^
of Maffachufetts to require you in due corse of

Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and
other Inhabitants of said Town Quallifyed b}^ Law^ to

vote in Town meetings to meet and affeinble at the old

meeting houfe on wednefday the third Day of January
next at One oClock P. M. and when meet to act on the

following articles (viz)
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first To chufe a Moderator to Govern said meeting.

2'7 To see what order the Town will take upon a

Notification the Selectmen have rec^ from the Town of

Gardner refpecting Oliver Upton and act anything theiron

as they shall think proper

31^ To see if the Town will here and except of the

report of the Committee chofen the last Town meeting to

examine the Baptists and Methodist Certificates or act

any thing theiron as they shall think proper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron [73] to sum one of us on or before

said Day and time above mentioned, Given under our

hands & Seals at Fitchburg this Eighteenth day of De-

cember in the year 1797. John Thurston Jur \ Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee |

Persuant to the within warrant I have Notified the

inhabitants of said Town to meet at time & place and

for the purpofes within mentioned

Daniel Wetherbee Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Town of Fitchburg January
S--? 1798.

l\y Voted & chofe Israrel Turner EsqT Moderator

2. Voted to direct the Selectmen of the Town of

Fitchburg to object to the Town of Gardner against tak-

ing Oliver Upton
SI?" Voted to Direct the Selectmen to git the best

counfell that they can concerning the said Oliver Upton
4'/ Voted to except of the report of the Committee

concerning the Baptists & Methodist Certificates which

report is as follows (viz)

We the Subfcribers being chofen a committee on the

23''? day of October last to affist the Town Treafurer in

Examining the Certificates lately given to a number of

our Inhabitants to discharge them from Minefter taxes

and likewise to Draw money out of our Treafurer that

has ben paid in for the Support of Publick worfhip with-

out any Excufe or Moleftation whatever, said Certificates

signd by Stephen Gibson and Phillip Wager,
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Beg leave to report to the Town as follows for their Con-

fideration, that agreable to the Town Vote the Treafurer

is directed to pay back the money that has ben paid by
all thofe persons who formerly remonftrated to the Town
against paying minefter taxes with us who are now In-

habitants of this Town they producing Certificates from

Religious Teachers that they attend on their Inftructions

;

But that no money be reimbursed to any person of this

town or to their teachers who have never given in their

Names to the Town in a legal way that they intended to

Join another Society Either Methodists or Baptills and
that the following persons are not intitled to draw back

any money they have paid towards the Support of pub-

lick worfliip with us, namely Doc^ Jonas Marfliall, Jacob
Macintire, Daniel Macintire, Edward Burnap, John Pratt,

Elias Macintire, Benj> Herrick, Doc* Ephraim Stone, Jona-
than Smith, Benj'.^ Kemp, Ephraim Smith, Reuben Smith,

Barnard Bawldin ; . . . That it is our opinion the

Town Petition the General Court that an Explanatory
Refolve should pafs that Honorable Body what proceed-

ings shall be had for the futer refpecting the Baptists and
Methodists, all which is humbly Submitted

Daniel Putnum 1 ^ ., ,

Paul Wetherbee)^^"^^^"^^
Fitchburg January 3«' 1798.

5'7 Voted to chufe a Committee to Petition to the

General Court an Explanatory act

6. Voted to chufe a Committee
7. Voted that this Committee shall Confist of three.

Voted that Daniel Putnum Esqr be one of this Com-
mittee, Capt William Brown to be one of the Commit-
tee . . . Abraham Willard

Voted that this Committee be directed to furnish the

Nefefary Documents to accompany the Petition.

Voted to Defolve this meeting.

Israrel Turner Moderator
Benj'? Marfliall Clerk Protempor^-

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.
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[74] Worcefter, fs. To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting.

j^
. These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^„ ^ of Maffachufetts to require you to Notify by ver-

^^ '.^ l^ell warning the freeholders & other Inhabitants

of the Town of Fitchburg Quallified by Law to

vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the old

meeting Houfe on Wedney third day of this Inflant Janu-

ary at three oClock P. M. and when meet to act on the

following articles (viz)

1?* To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting
2'7 To see if the Town will Remonftrate to the Leg-

iftive body of this Commonwealth against the Erection of

new Cort Houfe in the Town of Worcester and pray that

the County may be divided, or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper Hereof fail not and make
return of this warrant with your doings theiron to sum
one of us on the day and time above mentioned . . .

Given under our hands & seals at Fitchburg this third

day of January AD. 1798 John Thurston Ju": ] Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee \ of
Seth Phillips j Fitchburg.

Persuant to the within written warrant I have noti-

fied & warned all the Freeholders & other Inhabitants of

the Town of Fitchburg to meet at time & place & for the

purpose within mentioned Benj?^ Marfliall Conftable,

At a legal meeting of the Town of Fitchburg Januy
S'-.d 1798

lly Voted & chose Israel Turner Esq^ Moderator to

govern said Meeting

2ly Voted to Remonftrate against building a New
Court Houfe in Worcester

3\y Voted To Petition to have the County Divided

4\y Voted that the Town of Harvard & Leominfter

be Notified of this befinefs

5'7 Voted to chufe chufe a Committee to Remonftrate

against building a new Court Houfe & alfo to Petition to

have the County Divided
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6'7 Voted that the Committee Confist of three

Voted that Daniel Putnum Esqr Cap* Will"? Brown &
Abraham Willard be of this Committee.

Israel Turner Moderator
Benj? Marfhall Clerk Protembery

Recorded liv Joseph Fox Town Clerk,

[75] Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftables of

the Town of Fitchburg in said County . . . Greeting

,^ ,. These are in the name of the Commonwealth
„ . of Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of

Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and
other Inhabitants of said Town Quallified by Law to vote
in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the old meet-

ing houfe on Wednefday the Twenty first day of this In-

ftant February at two oClock P. M. and when meet to

act on the following (viz)

firs* To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting
2^7 To see what order the Town will take upon £i

late demand that has ben made against the Town by
those persons who Deem themfelves b3^ profefsion Baptists
and Methodist and act any thing theiron as they shall

think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned
Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

sixth day of February A. D 1798
fohn Thurston Tu^ 1 o i x.

Seth Phillips (
Selectmen

Worcester, fs. Persuant to the wathin warrant I have
Notified all the freeholders and other Inhabitants of the

Town of P'itchljurg Quallified by Law to vote in Town
meetings to meet at time and place and for the purpose
within Mentioned

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled February 21=?* 1798
l^t Voted and chose Cap^ WV' Brown Moderator



126 The Old Records of the

2'/ Voted to chufe a Committee to confer with Mr
Phillip Wager said to be a Teacher of a Methodist Society'-

in Fitchburg, and Mr Stephen Gibson of Ashby said to be

a teacher of a Baptist Society in Fitchburg, alfo a De-

mand of Doc^ Isaiah Parker teacher of a Baptist Societ\'

in Harvard, or their attorneys for that purpose, and to

make a Settlement with them for their demands upon the

Town for taxes they have paid towards the Support of

Publick Worfliip, and if they cannot make a Settlement

to refer the matter to referees

3'y Voted that the Committee Confist of five

Voted & chofe Israel Turner Esqr Joseph Fox, Cap^

W"? Brown, Daniel Putnum EsqT & Mr Paul Wetherbee a

Committee for the above purpose

Voted to difsolve this meeting, the meeting was ac-

cordingly difsolved. William Brown Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter : fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

, These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^ ,^ Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of Law

^
^ to notify and warn all the freeholders and other

^ Inhabitants of said Town Quallified by Law to

vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the Old

meeting houfe on Munday the fifth Day of March next at

nine oClock in the morning and when meet to act on the

following articles (viz)

1'7 To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting
2'7 To Chufe a Town Clerk and Selectmen and other

Town ofiicers as the Law directs and act auA' thing in

regard to choofing Collectors as they shall think proper.

31^ To see what sum or sums of money the Town will

raife to repair the highways and l^ridges the year infuing

and act any thing theiron as they shall think propper . .

. 4'7 To see if the Town will except of any Road that

has ben laid out by the Selectmen or their order . . .

5'7 To see if the Town will pay the expence of raif-

ing the New meeting houfe agreable to the undertakers

request, he follows the request
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To see if the Town will pay the expence of Raising

the new meeting in Fitchburg which is thought in General

that the Town ought in Justice to pay & the undertaker

thinks it very hard if the Town will not allow it.

John Putnuni.

To M'' John Thurston sir please to put this article in

at March meeting.

[76] e'y To see if the Town will except the list of

Juror Men that is made out by the Selectmen

T7 To see what sum or sums of money The Town
will raife to pay the Towns Debts and other Necefary

charges and act any thing theiron as the}' shall think

propper
8*7 To see what sum or sums of money the Town

will raife to support the Reverend Mr Worcester the year
Enfuing

91^ To see what sum of money the Town will raife

to support the schools the year infuing and act any thing

theiron as they shall think propper

lOly To see \vhat method the Town will take to sup-

port their Poor the j-ear infuing or act any thing theiron

as they shall think propper

Illy To see if the Town will Vote the swine to run

at Large under the regulations of the Law
121^ To see if the Town will give Joseph Fenno a

Deed of the Land they formerly voted him off of the

Boynton Lot or act any thing theiron as they shall think

propper
13'y To see if the Town will difpose of the old meet-

ing houfe or act any thing theiron as they shall think

propper
14- Hereof fail not and make return of Warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

da}' and time above mentioned

Given under our hands & seal, at Fitchburg this Fif-

teenth day of February AD. 1798
John Thurston JuV

]

Paul Wetherbee [Selectmen
Seth Phillips j
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitehburg affembled on mundav the 5*^!^ day of March
1798.

lly Voted & chofe Mr Afa Perry Moderator
2'/ Voted & chofe Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Town Clerk

3'y Voted & chofe M^ Ebenr Thurston Town Treaf-

urer Town Treafurer

4'7 Voted to chufe three Selectmen for the 3'ear Infuing.

517 e'y Ty Voted & Chofe M"" John Thurston Jur Mr
Paul Wetherbee, & M*" Seth Phillips .... Selectmen

S'.y Voted that the Selectmen l)e the Affefsors the Pref-

ent year Aflefsors

9V^ Voted to let out the Collectorfliip as it was the

last year (viz) to the lowest bidder upon the hundred

pound, the lowest bidder to git two bondfmen to the

acceptance of the Town
lOly Voted to Chufe a Committee to let out the Col-

lectorfliip at Vendue and make their report at the adjorn-

ment of this meeting.

W7 Voted that the Committee confist of Seven

Voted & chofe Thomas Eaton, Mofes Hale, Joseph

P^ox, Daniel Farwell Afa Perry, Capr Benj^ Marftiall &
Amos Ordway a committee for the above purpofe . . .

Voted to add three to the above Committee
Voted & Chofe Liu^ Edward Durant, Doc* Peter Snow

& Thomas Cowdin for the above purpose

Voted to chufe the same number of Highway Survey-

ors as last 3^ear

Voted & chofe Joshua Parce, Mofes Hale, Daniel Far-

well Jur Amos Lawrance, Phinehas Brown, Samuel Caf-

well, Doc^ Peter Snow Reuben Smith, Daniel Wetherbee,

Joseph Polh', Benj? Herrick, Daniel Putnum Esqr Joseph

Downe, Aaron Wheeler, & Seth Phillips to be the high-

way Surveyors the 3'ear infuing . . Highway Surve3^ors

Voted & chofe Kendol Boutell Jur Daniel Farwell Jur

Elias Meffenger Benj-? Smith Jur Enfign James Cowdin,

Samuel Gibson Jur Daniel Whitemore, Nathan Badcock

Jur Sewell Fullum, Daniel. M. Stearns & Jonathan Boyn-

ton Hog Reves for the 3'ear Enfuing . . . Hoggreaves
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[77] Voted & chofe Samuel Phelps & Jacob Osborn

firewards for the year infuing Firewards

Voted & chofe William Small Survej'or of Lumber the

year infuing Surveyor of Lumber
Voted & chofe Daniel Farwell & Amos Wheeler fence

viewers for the year infuing Fence Viewers

Voted & Chofe Cap* Jacob Burnap & Simeon Farwell

field drivers the year infuing Field drivers

Voted & chofe David Farce Sealer of Weights & raeaf-

ures Seallers of weights & Meafures

Voted & chofe Mofes Hale & Joseph Simonds Sealers

of Leather the year infuing .... Sealers of Leather

Voted & chofe Jonas Marftiall Ju': Pound keeper the

year Infuing Pound keeper

Voted & chofe Hezekiah Hodgskins & Stephen Thurs-

ton JuT Tytheingmen the j^ear Infuing . . Tythingmen
Voted & chofe Jofeph Downe Surveyor of hoops &

staves the 3'ear infuing . . Surveyor of hoop & Staves

Voted to let out the Saxton befmefs to the lowest bid-

der by a committee and report to the Town at the

adjornment of March meeting

Voted that the Committee confist of three ....
Voted & chofe Jonathan FHnt, Cap* Jacob Burnap, &

Joseph Polly a committee for the above purpose . . .

Voted to raife Two hundred & twenty five pounds to

repair the highways and Bridges the prefent year . . .

Voted that they money raised for the highways &
Bridges be laid out in the same manner as last \'ear as

to allowance for wages of men. Cattle &c.

Voted that M^ Ephraim Kimboll & Ephraim KimboU
]\x\ be allowed to work out their highway taxes this

present year to help themfelves over the river to the

County road

Voted that this meeting Ije adjorned for one hour then

to meet at this place

The Town meet according to adjornment oppened the

meeting and proceeded to befinefs

Voted to accept the list of Jurormen as presented by
the Selectmen

I
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Voted to raife the Salery for the support of The Rev-

erend M"; Samuel Worcester for one year it being One
hundred pound, for the year 1798

Voted to raife One hundred pounds it being for the

remaining part of the Reverend M*" Samuel Worcester Set-

tlement

Voted to raife One hundred pound to Support the

school the year infuing

Voted that each School Deftrict draw their monc}' in

propotion to the schoollers in said Deftrict according to

the numbers of schoollers from four years to twenty one

years of Age
Voted that the schoollers in each Deltrict be confined

to their own deftrict with refpect to schooling ....
Voted to Chufe a Committee man for each Deftrict to

lay out the school money agreable to the above vote . .

Voted, & chofe Lieu* Edward Durant, M": Afa PerrA',

Mr Zacheus Farwell Al^ Jacob Osborn, M"; Joseph PolW,
Mr Elijah Carter, M'' Thomas Cowdin M"- Benj? Herrick,

M*; Jeremiah Kinfman, & M*: Amos Lawrence a school

Committee for the year Infuing . . . School Committee
Voted that Each School Committeeman be requested

to make return of the number of schoollers from four

years old to twenty one years of age to the Selectmen on

or before the last day of Jul^^ next

Voted that each school Committeeman be under the

direction of the deftrict to which they belong to lay out

their propotion of the school money.
Here follows a coppy of a request of Mt John Put-

nam the undertaker of the new meeting Houfe (viz) To
see if the Town will pay the Expence of Raifing the New
meeting houfe in Fitchburg which is thought in General

that the Town ought in Justice to pay & the Undertaker

thinks it very hard if the Town will not allow it.

Signd John Putnam.
To Mr John Thurston Sir please to put this article in

at March meeting

[78] A vote being put to see if the Town would pa}'

the expence of raifing the New meeting Houfe agreeable

to the under takers request, and it pafsed in the Negative.
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A vote being put to see if the Town will pay the Men
that aflisted the Undertaker to raife the new meeting

houfe, and it pafsed in the affirmative

Voted that the Poor be let out to the lowest bidder

on the same Conditions as last year

Voted that the Committee that was chofen to let out

the Collectorfhip be the Committee to let out the poor &
report at the adjornment.

Voted to add two to the Committee
Voted & chofe Majr John Goodridge & Daniel Put-

nam Esqr Committeemen for the above purpose . . .

Voted that the Swine run at Large under the Regula-

tion of the Law the year Infuing

Voted that The Town Treafurer give a Deed in behalf

of the Town to Joseph Fenno of a certain peice of Land
which the Town has formerly voted to the said Fenno

the said Fenno to be at the Expence of the Deed.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to Munday the 12^?" day

of this prefent month at One oClock in the afternoon at

this place

On munda}^ March 12*'^ 1798 The Town meet accord-

ing to adjornment
On motion Voted to take up the fifth Article in the

warrant refpecting m*" John Putnums request which was
refpecting paying the Expence of raifing the New meeting

Houfe
Voted to reconfider the Votes already voted refpecting

M'' John Putnams request in the fifth article in the war-

rant and have that article Stand the same as when it

was first taken up to act upon
It was motioned & seconded, and the the Vote being

put, to see if it is the mind of the Town that the}- pa}-

M*" John Putnum the Expence of raifing the New meeting

agreeable to his request in the fifth article in the warrant,

and it pafs^ in the Negative

Voted to raife Five hundred dollars to pa}^ the Towns
Debts and Necefary charges the year Infuing

Voted to accept the report of the Committee that

was chofen to let out the Collectorfhip & The Towns
poor . . which is as follows . . (viz)
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Munday Evening March S^?' 1798

The committee appointed to let out the Collectorfliip

& the Towns poor at Vendue to the lowest bidder having

attended the 1)efmefs to which we ware appointed at Mrfs

Cowdins they Set up the Collectorfliip upon the south side

of the Town upon the hundred pound agreable to the

vote of the Town
And was bid of to M*: Samuel Harrifs ]\x\ at 28/

upon the hundred pound
Set up the Collectorfliip upon the North Side of the

Town and was bid of the David Hodgskins at 32/ upon

the hundred pound
Set up Ephraim Smith to keep by the weak to the

lowest bidder upon the same prinfables as he w^as Set up

the last year, and bid of to Jacob Osborn at 3/0 p^ weak.

Set up Mary Wares to keep by the weak to the low-

est bidder or the highest bidder for the weak upon the

same prinfables as she was the last year. And bid of to

M^ John Farwell for which he agreed to give 3^- pr weak

to the Town r^- i o^i t^ 4_ Ip"^ order of
Signd Thomas Eaton

J^^^^ Committee

Munday Evening March 5^!^ 1798 The committee

appointed to let out the Saxton befniefs having attending

the befinefs to which we were appointed at Mrfs Cowdins

Set up to the lowest bidder And bid of to M': Aaron Ea-

ton at 17/6 for the 3'ear infuing

Jonathan Flint p*" order of the Committee.

[79] Voted to accept of M^: Daniel Wetherbee & Mr
Daniel M. Stearns as Bondfman for M*" Samuel Harrifs

JunV for Serving as Collector for the South Side of the

Town
Voted to accept of M'' Tho^ Eaton & M-: Seth Phillips

as Bondfmen for M'' David Hodgskins for Serving as Col-

lector for the North side of the Town
Voted & chofe Mr David Hodglkins Collector for the

North Side of the Town for the year infuing . . Collector

Voted & chofe Mr Samuel Harrifs Ju"" Collector for the

South Side of the Town for the year infuing . . Collector
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Voted & chofe Mr Samuel Harrifs Jiir One of the Con-

Ilables for the year infuing Conftable

Voted & chofe M*" David Hodgskins One of the Confta-

bles for the year infuing Conftal)le

Voted that the Selectmen try and See what market
they can make of the old meeting Houfe and make report

at lsXc\\ meeting

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Afa Perry Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter fs To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

,,-^ ,, These are in the name of the Commonwealth
(Seal)
^j^

' of MalTachufetts to require you by Verbel notice

^" '

^ to notify and warn all the freeholders and other

Inhabitants of said Town Quallified by Law to

vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the old

meeting houfe on Munday the fifth Da}^ of this Inftant

March at four oClock. P. M. and when meet to act on

the following articles (viz)

11^ To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting
2'-^ To see if the Town will here and except of the

report of the Committee chofen the 21?* of February' last

to make a Settlement with the Baptists and Methodists
or act any thing theiron as the}^ shall think propper . .

3'7 To see if the Town will chofe a Saxton to take

care of the Meeting Houfe or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings theiron to sum One of us on or before said

Time above mentioned given under our hands and Seal

at Fitchburg this fifth day of March. AD. 1798
John Thurston }\x\ \

Paul Wetherbee. /Selectmen.
Seth Phillips

)

Worcester fs. Perfuant to the within Warrant I have
notified all the freeholders and other Inhabitants of the
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Town of Fitchburg Ouallified to vote in Town meeting

to meet at time and place and for the purpose within

mentioned. Benj'? Marfliall Conflable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled March 5^^ 1798
1'7 Voted & chose Israel Turner EsqT Moderator.
2*.y Voted to direct the Treafurer to pay back to

those Methodist & Baptist teachers their minefter tax
agreable to the Role the Treafurer & Doc^ Snow made
out and agreable to what the Committee that was cho-

fen to settle with the Methodists & Baptists have this

da}' reported

3'/ Voted to difsolve this meeting

Israel Turner Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Here follows a report of the Committee that was cho-

sen to Settle with the Methodists & Baptists ....
The committee Chofe by the Town of Fitchburg at a

Town meeting affembled on February 21*^ 1798 to Settle

with the Methodists and Baptists met them on Munday
ye 26*^ February at the houfe of M';'* Hannah Cowdins
and could not agree with them, and agreed to meet them
again at Daniel Putnum Jur on March the 2".*^ 1798 ac-

cordingly mett them & agreed (viz) that all those persons

that had heretofore been exempted by the Town [80]
from Minefterial Tax and whose names ware included in

an Estimate made by Doc^ Snow & Town Treafurer pur-

porting to be a Role together w^ith all those names En-
tered on the same Eftimate and Signed by the Committee
from the date affixt to their names shall draw their Min-
efterial Money from the Town Treafurer

Israel Turner
|

William Brown \ Committee
Paul Wetherbee)

David M'^intire ] Committee from
Abraham Willard

J

the Methodist
Stephen Gibson J and Baptists.
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Here follows the Eftate

made by Doc* Snow & Tow
mate purported to be a

n Treafurer

Role

Abraham Willard

Samuel Gibson

Solomon Gibson

Simeon Shattuck

Charles Willard

Joseph PoUey

Jonathan Page

Elijah M^ intire

Lemuel Haskiel

Widow Lucv Haskell 1

No. Polls
Poles pays

1

1

1

2 1.24

8

3

3

3 1.86

1

1

1

1 .62

2 1.24

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

David Ms intire .

62

62

.62

.62

2 1.24

D. C

1.70

1.87

1.11

3.61

2.52

2.49

1.29

3.91

.64

.59

.36

.92

1.54

2.00

1.79

.87

3.25

1.98

2.16

1.06

4.12

1.58

1.82

.88

3.29

1.46

1.50

.83

3.10

1.41

1.08

.32

1.61

3.26

1.00

1.95

1.67

D. C

9.53

year 1792
year 1793
year 1794
year 1795-

year 1792
year 1793
year 1794
year 1795—12.07
year 1792
year 1793
year 1794
year 1795—
year 1795—
year 1792
year 1793
year 1794
year 1795—
year 1792
year 1793
year 1794
year 1795— 9.32

year 1792
year 1793
year 1794 62
year 1795— 7.57

year 1792
year 1793
year 1794
year 1795—
year 1792
year 1793
year 1794
year 1795—
year 1795
year 1794
year 1793
year 1792— 9.12

3.13

2.72

62
7.91

62

62

6.89

4.42

Total
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[81] Benj> Herrick 1 .62 1.33 year 1795
Benj? Kemp ... 1 .62 1.44 year 1795
Jonathan Smith . 1 .62 .35 year 1795
Thomas Gibson . 1 .62 2.69 year 1795

.74 year 1794
1.43 year 1793
1.26 year 1792
.25 year 1795
21 year 1794
36 year 1793
48 year 1792

Daniel Willard .62

D. C

6.74

$ c

1.94

Here follows the names Entered on the same Eftete-

mate and the date affixt to their names

The following persons is to be allowed for the 3'ear

1797 as Baptists

Jacob Ms intire for the year 1797
Daniel Macintire for y'' j^ear 1797
John Pratt for

"

D? 1797
Elias Ms intire for D^

Ephraim Smith Methodist
Benj? Smith for .

Barnard Bawldin
Doct Marfliall for

Reuben Smith
Samuel Cafwell .

Warren Chafe

Joshua Whitney

Alarch 5*^ 1798

1797
1796
1797
1796
1797
1796
1795
1797
1797

Israel Turner ]

William Brown > Committee
Paul Wetherbee

Here follows a coppy for a recp* for the Methodist &
Baptist to give the Treafurer

Fitchburg March 1798
Rec^ of Ebn": Thurston Town Treafurer the Sum of

being in full for all the money paid by for Min-
ifterial taxes up to and including the Minefter tax made
for the year 1797 agreable to a Demand made by me
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upon the Town of Fitchbiirg baring date February 5*?"

1798.

We the Subfcribers agree that the above, shah be the

form of the recp* that the Town Treafurer shah take

from the Baptist & Methodist
Israel Turner pr order

Stephen Gibson

David Macintire

Abraham Willard.

[8^] Worcester: fs: To either of the Conflables of

the Town of Fitchburg in said County . . . Greeting

„ , These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^_^ i\
of Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of

Law to notif}-^ and Warn all the free holders and
other Inhabitants of said Town Quallified as the Confti-

tution directs to vote for a Reprefentative to meet and
affemble at the old meeting houfe on munday the second

day of April next at three oClock in the afternoon and
when meet to give in their Votes for the following refpect-

tive offices (viz)

For a Governor, Lieu* Governor, and Senators agrea-

ble to the Conftitution and Laws of this Commonwealth.
Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant wath

your doings thereon to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned given under our hands &
Seals at Fitchburg this Sixteenth day of March A. D.

1798 John Thurston JuT \ SelectmenPaul Wetherbee /
Selectmen

Worcefler : fs : Perfuant to the w^ithin warrant I have
notified and warned the Inhabitants of said Town Qual-

lified as theirin exprefsed to meet at the time and place

and for the purpofes theirin mentioned.

David Hodgfkins Conllable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on the first munday in April 1798
being the 2°.'^ day of the month for the purpofe of chufing

A. Governor, Leu* Governor Senators & Counfellors.
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The meeting being opened
l^t The votes called for a Governor

His Excelency Increfe Sumner had 4

His Honor Moles Gill had 1

The Honorable James Sullivan had , . 43

2ly Votes called for Leu^ Governor —
His Honour Mofes Gill had 43
3'y Votes Called for Senators —
The Honorable Salem Town had 45
The Honorable Benj^ Reed had 45

The Honorable Elijah Brigham had 33

Joseph Fox Esq*" had . . 33

The Honorable Ezekiel Taft had . . 45

Pliny Mirick Esq-" had . . 12

Martin Kinfley had . . 12

John Thurston Ju""]

Paul Wetherbee > Selectmen
Seth PhiUips J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[83] Worcefter : fs : To either of the Conllables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting.

These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^
'.^ of Maffachusetts to require you forth with by Vir-

\^^X ble notic to notify and warn all the freeholders

^ ^^ ' and other Inhabitants of said Town QualHfied by

Law to vote in Town meetings to meet and aflemble at

the old meeting Houfe on munday the second day of April

next at five oClock P. M. and when meet to give in their

votes for and against a Devifion of the County agreable

to a late refolve of the General Court

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one one of us on or before

said time above mentioned, Given under our hands &
seals at Fitchburg this twenty ninth day of March A. D.

1798. John Thurston Ju"-)

Paul Wetherbee V Selectmen
Seth Phillips )

Worcester : fs : Perfuant to the within warrant I have

notified and warned the Inhabitants of said Town Oual-
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lified as theirin exprefsed to meet at the time and place

and for the purpose theirin mentioned,

David Hodfflkins Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday y'^ 2*^.'' Day of April 1798,

for the purpose of giving in their votes upon the expedi-

ency of deviding the County into two Separate and
deftinct Counties

The w^hole number of votes was 77
for a Devifion ... 77
against it none

John Thurston ]w\
\

Paul Wetherbee | Selectmen
Seth Phillips )

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester : fs : To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

. These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^ i\ of Maffachufetts to require you in due corse of

Law to notify' and warn all the freeholders and
other Inhabitants of said Town Ouallified as the Confli-

tution directs to vote for a Reprefentative to meet and
affemble at the old meeting houfe on munday the Seventh

Day of May next at two OClock P. M. and when meet to

act on the following article, (viz).

I'y To see if the Town will elect or depute Some meet
person to reprefent them in the Great and General Court
of this Commonwealth the year infuing

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings thereon to some one of us on or before said

day and time above mentioned Given under our hands
and Seals at Fitchburg this twentieth Day of April A : D

:

1798 John Thurston Ju^ ( Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee /

selectmen

[84] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg affembled on Munday y'' 7*? da\' of

May 1798



140 The Old Records of the

The meeting oppened b^^ the Selectmen, & a vote

called for the choice of a reprefentative,

Voted & chofe Joseph Fox to Reprefent the Town of

Fitchlnirg at the Great and General Court the year infu-

»^g- J«^" w "I"^?"
J"""-

! Selectmen
Paul Wetherbee

j

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester: fs: To either of the Conflables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

,^ ,^ Thefe are in the name of the Commonwealth
( Seal

)

^^
' of Maffachufetts to require you in due Corfe of

^' Law to notify and warn all the free holders and

other Inhabitants of said Town Quallifyed by Law to

vote in Town meeting to meet and affemble at the old

meeting houfe on munda3^ the Seventh Day of May next

at three OClock P: M. and when meet to act on the fol-

lowing articles (viz)

first To choofe a Moderator to Govern said meeting

21^ To see if the Town will chofe a Committee to

Recon with the Town treafurer

3'7 To see what method the Town will take to repair

the Great Bridge near Cap* Browns Mills and act i\xvy

thing theiron as they Shall think proper

4'/ To see if the Town will grant any bounty upon
Crows or act any thing theiron as they shall think prop-

per

5'7 To see if the Town will except of any roads that

are Laid out by the Selectmen or their order

6'7 To see if the Inhabitants of said Town will Shew
their minds refpecting Merchants Vefsells traiding to Sea

Arming for defence or act any thing theiron as they shall

think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to some one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned

Given under our hands and Seal at Fitchl:)urg this

twentveth Dav of April A. D. 1798.
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affemliled on Munday y^ 7*^ May 1798 . . .

I'.y Voted & chofe Mr Paul Wetherbee Moderator.

21^ Voted that the Seleetmen be a Committee to Set-

tle with the Treafurer and make their report to the

Town at sum futer meeting
2)^^ Voted to Choofe a committee to let out the repairs

that is w^anted at the Bridge by Capt W*:" Browns mills

and the Committee to infpect the w^ork after it is done

and report to the Town the Expence at sum futer meeting
4'7 Voted that the Committee confist of three . .

517 Voted & chofe Cap! W™ Brown Mr Afa Perry &
Mr Jonathan Low Ju'' a committee for the above purpofe

[85] 6'^ Voted that the Town pa}^ a bounty on

Crows for all that shall be killed in the Limits of Fitch-

burg for the prefent year

T7 Voted that the Bounty shall be One shilling ]3«'

head for all Crows that shall be killed in the limits of the

Tow^n this present year

8 Voted that all those persons that shall kill Crows
in the limits of this Town shall prefent them to the Treaf-

urer for payment of the bounty, & that the treafurer be

directed to pay the bounty, the treafurer to keep an

account for allowance

9 Voted to pafs over the fifth Article in the Warrant
for the prefent refpecting Roads

10 A vote being called to know the minds of the

Town refpecting Arming Merchants vefsells tradeing to

Sea, And it pafs^ Unanimus against Arming
Voted that this meeting be difsolved

Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter, fs : To either of the Conrtables of the Town
of Fitchburg within said County Greeting

j^ ,
These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^
' ^ of M alTachufetts to require \'ou in due Corfe of

^' '
^ Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and

other Inhabitants of said Town Ouallified by Law
to vote in Town meeting to meet and affemble at the old
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meeting houl'e on thursda}^ the twenty first day of this

Inilant June at One oCloek : P : M : and when meet to act

on the following articles (viz)

first To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting.

2ly To see if the Town will chufe an Agent or Agents

to defend the matter against the Town of Gardner refpect-

ing the Support of Oliver Upton or otherwise to receive

and Support the said Oliver or act any thing theiron as

thc3^ shall think propper
3'7 To see if the Town will accept of the report of

the Committee chofen to New dellrict the Town for the

purpose of Schools
4'y To see if the Towm will purchafe the Schoolhoufes

that are now standing, and Likewise make any provifion

for building an}^ new School houfes or act any thing their-

on as they shall think proper

5'7 To see if the Town will except of the report of

the Committee chofen to let out and infpect the building

of a pound
6*7 To see if the Town will provide hafps for the

Lower windows in the New meeting houfe

7'7 To see if the Town will dispose of the old meet-

ing houfe on any terms or act any thing theiron as they

shall think propper

8'7 To see if the Town will except of any road that

is laid out by the Selectmen or their order or act any

thing theiron as they shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings to sum one of us on or before said Day and

time above mentioned, Given under our hands and Seals

at Fitchburg this sixth day of June A. D. 1798.

John Thurston JuT
|

Paul Wetherbee | Selectmen
Seth Phillips )

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled June 21^* 1798 the meeting being

opened. Chose Israel Turner EsqV Moderator
2'7 Voted to chufe an agent or agents to defend the

caufe against the Town of Gardner or settle with them.
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3'7 Voted to chufe three agents for the above purpose
4'7 Voted & chofe Mr Paul Wetherbee John Thurston

& Seth Phihips agents for the above befmefs

5ly Voted to accept the report of the Committee cho-

fen to deftrict the Town for the purpose of schools which
report is as follows (viz)

The Committee chose for the purpose of deflricting the

Town have attended that l^efmefs & beg leave to report.

Ward N? 2 Begining at Joshua Pierce? thence to

Cap^ Jonathan Woods, Battles near Leominfter line, Jo-
seph Battles at the foot of Menoufneck, thence to M*" John
Paysons all the Inhabitants within these Hues are confid-

ered as belonging to ward N? 2 the school houfe to be

built on a Nole near Hawes? a heap of Stones on a rock

for one of the Corners.

[86] Ward N° 3

Begining at M"" John Farwells thence to Zacheus Far-

wells, Manffield Sterns! Afa Boutell, Kendol Boutell, Jo-
seph Simonds, all the Inhabitants within these lines to be

considered as belonging to Ward N? 3 the school houfe to

be where it now stands

Ward N? 4*?

Begining at the Widow Wilders thence to Sawins,
Fisks, Joseph Downs & Osgoods all the Inhabitants with-

in these lines are to be confidered as belonging to Ward
N? 4 the school houfe to stand where the Frame now
stands

Ward N? 5

Begining at W"? Smalls thence to David Pratts, Abel

Bawldin, Samuel Harrifs, Nehemiah Fuller, Afa Farwell,

all the Inhabitants within these lines are considered as

belonging to Ward N? 5 the school houfe to remain where
it now stands

Ward N? 6

Begining at Thomas Batons thence to Josiah Harrifs,

Cap^ Burbank Tho^ Cowdin, Joseph Fenno, Benj? Hart-
well & Luke Sawyer all the Inhabitants within these lines

are confidered as belonging to Ward N? 6 the school

Houfe to be built about thirtv rods West of Mr Seth
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Phillips the north side of the road in s^ Phillips? mowing
land where -a. heap of Stones is Laid for one of the Corners

Ward x\'? 7

Begining at Elijah Carters thence to James Cowdins,

Reuben Smith Jonathan Boynton, W"? Riders, Amos Shel-

don and all the Inhabitants on the road leading from said

Sheldons to Daniel P^utnums are Confidered as belonging

to Ward N? 7 the school Houfe to remain where it now
Stands

Ward N? 8

Begining at Benj=.' Flints thence on the road to David
Macintires Samuel Gibson, W'." Kindoll, Phinehas Brown,
all the Inhabitants within thefe lines are considered as

belonging to Ward N? 8, the school Houfe to be built in

the Corner of Mr Jacob Uptons Pasture near the Burying

ground, their is a heap of Stones laid on an Oak Stump
for one of the Corners

Ward N" 9

Begining at John Scots, Ephraim Hartwell, Nathan
Badcock, George Wood John Pratt, Daniel Willard, Jona-

than Darby, Abraham Bennet Cap! Tho° Thurston, Ste-

phen Thurston, all the Inhabitants within these lines to

be confidered as belonging to Ward N? 9 the school Houfe
to remain where it now stands

Ward N? 10
Begining at Samuel Berrys thence to Timothy Batche-

lors, Eph^ Gibson Reuben Gibson Ju! Solomon Gibson, Ja-

cob Gibson & Daniel Holt all the Inhabitants within these

lines are considered as belonging towards Nv 10 the school

houfe to remain where it now Stands

[87] Ward N^ 11

Begining at James Parkhurst thence to Edward Scotts,

David Whitemore, John Putnam Abraham Maces, Deacon
Thurstons Mv Chase Eliphelet Parley all the Inhabitants

within these lines are considered as belonging to Ward N?

11 the school houfe to stand a few rods North of the old

school Houfe a heap of Stones being placed for one Cor-

ner.

Fitchburg June 21" 1798 W'" Brmv,,
[
eo„„„ittee.Edward Durantj
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6ly Voted to chufe a ct)miiuttee to Eftemate the big-

nefs of the Schoolhoufes — The manner how to be finished

& the Sum Neeefsar3^

7'7 Voted to chufe Seven for said Committee

8. Voted and chofe Paul Wetherljee, Joseph Downe
Benj> Marfhall, Reul^en Smith, Amos Putnum, Will'."

Brown & Daniel Putnum,
9 Voted to pafs over this article for the present . .

10 Voted to accept the report of the Committee cho-

fen to let out and infpect the building the pound — which

report is as follows, viz)

The Committee chofen to let out the building the

Pound report as follows the pound is now finished agrea-

ble to order for the sum of $33.50^^"'ts y^\^ of by \\r

Thomas Cowdin William Brown
j CommitteeSamuel Gdjson
)

11^?^ Voted to provide Hafps for the New meeting

houfe windows.
12 Voted that M^ Aaron Eaton procure the hafps in

the cheapest manner he can

Voted to Sell the Old meeting houfe at publick vendue

to the highest bidder one half to be paid in One year and

the other half in two years on Interest with good Secu-

rity

Voted that Pew holders have the liberty to take out

their pews if they please before the time of Vendue . .

Voted to chufe a Committee of three to Sell the houfe

agreable to the Vote of the Town
Voted that Mv Afa Perry Israel Turner Esqr & Mr

Jacob Upton be of that Committee

Voted to pafs over the Eighth Article in the Warrant.

Voted to take up the third Article in the warrant

again

Voted to accept the report of the Committee chofen

to eftimate the bignefs of the school houfes the manner

how they shall be finished &c — which report is as fol-

lows —
The Committee chosen for the purpofe of Eftimating

the iMgnefs of the School houfes and the Manner of finish-
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iiig them & the sums Necefsary to raise for that purpose

beg lieve to report That said Houfcs be 24 feet long & 20

feet wide & finished with Gallery Sects & lathed & Plaf-

tered overhead, be glafed with six Windows 12 Squars of

7 by 9 Glafs in each window
and to be finished out side and in all, except Clabord-

ing and that A Committee be chofen by the Town to let

out the building said houfes to the lowest bider. The

undertaker to give bonds with Sufficient Sureties for the

faithfull performance of his Service, and after the Expence

is known for building those houfes that are wanting in

the deftrict where no houfes are, that those houfes that

are built in the Several deftricts shall then be prised in

propotion to the Expence which it shall appear the New
houfes Cost. Alfo that those houfes that are not finished

so far as this report provides, shall be finished so far at

the Towns Expence in order that they all may be uniform,

further that the Committee for the purpose of Leting out

said building shall let them out before the last Day of

August next to be finished on or before the first day of

December and thofe already built prised and when the Ex-

pence for l3uilding said Houfes is known which shall be

before the first day of Sep^ next, in the month of Sep*

next a fufficient Sum be raised to be affefed on the Inhabi-

tants for to pay the undertaker or undertakers

Paul Wetherbee'P-
°ht'con,n,ittcc

N. B. it is ment that the proprietors of the Several

school houfes which are already built shall be refunded

the sum or sums they shall be apprised at.

[88] Voted that the Centre Deftrict be eftaljlished as

reported by the former Committee
Voted to chufe a Committee to let out the building

the School houfes and infpect the building of said houfes.

Voted to Chufe Three for said Committee ....
Voted that Cap^ Wl" Brown, Cap* Turner & M-: Afa

Perry be of that Committee
Voted that the undertaker or undertakers of Ijuilding

the Schoolhoufes receive their pay in Six months after

they are compleated.
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Voted to dil'solve the nieetini^

Israel Turner Moderator
Peter Snow Town Clerk pro. Tern,

Recorded by Joseph Fox, Town Clerk.

Worcester fs To citlier (A the Conila1)les of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

,
These are in the name of the Commonw^ealth

IcwU ^^^ Maffachufetts to require you in due corfe of

Law to notify and warn all the freeholders and
other Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg quallificd by
Law to vote in Town meetings to aflemljle and meet at

the New meeting houfe on Munday the Seventeenth Day
of this Inftant September at two OClock P. M. and wdien

meet to act on the following articles

First To Chufe a moderator to govern said meeting.

2'7 To see if the Town will indemnify NP Benj-.^ Ful-

ler the purchafer of the old meeting houfe from any prof-

fes that ma^^ be brought against him Ijy the heirs of

Tho^ Cowdin Esq'; Late of Fitchburg in Confequence of

his removing said houfe and likewise to take any vote

refpecting the old meeting houfe that they may see fit.

3'.y To see if the Town will Chufe a Committee to

prife the School houfes that are now standing or act any
thing theiron as they shall think propper.

4'7 To see what sum or Sums of money the Tow^n

will raife to build school houfes or act any thing theiron

as the3^ shall think propper
5'7 To see if the Town will make an3' alteration in

any of the school Deftricts or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper.

&y To see if the Town will make any provifion for

building any Bridges that shall be thought Nefsefary and

act any thing theiron as they shall think propper . . .

71^ To see if the Town will except of a report of any
Committee that has heretofore ben chofen to do Service

for said Town.
Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings thereon to some one of us on or before said
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day and time above mentioned Given under our hands
and Seals at Fitehburg this third Day of Sep^ in the year

of our Lord AD. 1798.
John Thurston JuV ( epi^..,tmen
Paul Wetherbee /

selectmen

Persuant to the wnthin warrant I have notified and
warned the freeholdei's and other Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitehburg quallificd as theirin exprefs".' to meet

at the time and place and for the purposes within men-
tioned. Samuel Harrifs Ju*; Conftable

[89] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitehburg affembled on munda\^ the 17*?' of Sep-

tember 1798, The meeting being oppened by the Seleet-

men, The Town Clerk being abfent Voted and Chose Pe-

ter Snow Town Clerk Pro Tem.
1^* Voted and Chose Paul Wetherbee Moderator . .

2nd Voted to Chufe a Committee to treat with the

Pew holders

Voted to give up MT Fullers obligation for the Old

meeting houfe and give him three dollars for his trouble.

Voted to chufe three for the above mentioned Com-
mittee

Voted & chofe Dv Boutell Dv Putnam.
Voted to pafs over this Article so far as refpects chuf-

ing a Committee to settle wnth the Pew holders . . .

3'7 Voted to chufe a Committee to appi'ize the old

school houfes

Voted the Selectmen be a Committee to apprize the

old school houfes & make report at the adjornment . .

4'7 Voted to pafs over the forth article till the adjorn-

ment (refpecting raifing mone\')

5 Voted to pafs over this article till the adjornment.

6 Voted to chufe a Committee of three to view three

defirent Bridges Singley and report at the adjornment.

Voted that Mv Abijah Goodridge view the Bridge near

AlajV Goodridges

Voted that Daniel Putnum view the bridge near the

Widow Lincolns
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Voted that D'.' Boutell view the bridge near M": Gide-

ons Shop
7'7 Voted to accept the report of the Committee cho-

fen to repair the Great Bridge

Voted to Accept the report of a Committee to Settle

with the Town Treafurer which is as follows (viz)

Fitchburg May 24tb 1798, We the Subfcribers this day
reckned and Setled with Ebn^ Thurston Town Treafurer

agreable to a vote of the Town and we find Due in the

Collectors hands and others as follow^s,

We find due in the hands of David Ms intire

Collector for the year 1796 $242.. 15..

4

We alfo find due in the hands of David Ms in-

tire Collector for the year 1797 585..69..4

We alfo find in the hands of Daniel Wetherl^ee

Collector for the year 1797 582..89..0

We alfo find in the hands of the Treafurer the

following notes the property of the Tow^n
(viz) .....

One note signd by Edward Scott Dated Febr^
7^? 1794 for .^ 4..60..0

One note signd by David Gibson dated April
5t^ 1790 for 2..02..0

One note signd by Benj> Kemp Dated March
22°.^ 1790 for 2..44..0

One note signd by Peter Snow dated NovV 2l!*

1796. for .
". 45..37..0

One note signd by Cap^ Will"?* Brown dated

Nov": 21?t 1796 for 13..31..0

One note signd by Ditto D? D? dated

the same date 3..44..0

One note signd b}' Nehemiah Fuller dated NovT
21^t 1796 Due on s'' note 22..69..0

One note signd by Jacob Ja([uith dated NovT
2V'} 1796 for" .' 17..50..0

One note signd by Jonas Marfliall ]w\ dated

Novl" 21^t 1796' for 32..06..0

One note signd by Jacob Burnap dated NovV
21?t 1796 ... for 18..75..0
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One note signd by Abial Holt & Elias MelTenger

dated Nov: 21^* 1796 for 16..12..0

One note signd b^^ Daniel. M. Stearns & Kendoll

Boutell dated Nov': 21^^ 1795 for .... 15..38..0

One note signd by Ezra Ritter Dated Novl" 21?*

1796 for 12..75..0

One note signd by Paul Wetherbee dated Nov^
21?* 1796 due on s"^ note 40..72..0

One note signd by Simeon Farwell Dated NovV
21?* 1796 for 15..75..0

One note signd by Daniel Wetherbee dated Nov*:

21?t 1796 for 38..16..0

One note signd by Jacob Upton dated Jany 8*.''

1798 for .
' 29..62..0

One note signd b^- Afaph Goodridge dated Octr

21?* 1797. for 55..16..0

One note signd by John Goodridge dated Oct*:

1?* 1797. for
'

22..21..0

One note signd b^- Phinehas Allen Dated Oct^

2Vd 1797 . . for 10..42..0

We have aded the Interest to all the above note that

have Indorsments upon them, but those that have no In-

dorsments we have set down only the Prinfablc part of

John Thurston Junr )

Paul Wetherbee \ Selectmen
Seth Phillips J

Ebenezer Thurston Town treafurer

[90] The following is an account of Wliat Debts the

Town owes (viz)

One note given to M*" Afa Perry dated May 1?*

1797 for
" '.

. $200..00..0

One note given to M^ Ebnezer Thurston dated

August 25*h 1797 162. .45. .0

One note given to M'' Seth Phillips dated Octr
4*)^ 1797 20..71..0

One note given to Peter Town dated January
18*? 1797 500.. 00. .0

One note given to Reuben Smith Jun": dated De-

cember 18*M797 56..17..0
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One note given to Jonathan Smith dated March
12*? 1798 71..75..0

One note given to Cap* William Brown dated

Febry 12tf> 1798 340..83..0

One note given to The Rev^ Samuel Worcefter

dated Sept 27*!^ 1797
Due on s^ note 233..13..0

Rev? M^ Worcesters Sallery for the present year 333,,33..0

Voted to adjorn This meeting to the Second monday
in October at two of the Clock P. M.

On the 8*?^ da^^ of Oct^ being the second munday of

said month the Town meet according to adjornment.

The meeting opened & proceeded to befinefs

Voted to chufe a Committee to treat with M^^ Cow-
din refpecting making a Settlement with her with regard

to the old meeting houfe

Voted that the Committee that shall be chofen for the

above purpose notify the Pew holders to attend with the

Committee when they shall meet to make a Settlement

with M""? Cowdin
Voted that the Committee conlist of three

Voted & chofe Maj^ John Goodridge Israel Turner

EsqT & M^ Afa Perry be a committee for the above pur-

pose

Voted that the Committee make their report to the

Town at next Town meeting

Voted that two more be added to the above Com-
mittee

Voted & chofe M-: Joseph Downe & M": Seth Phillips

for the above purpose

Voted to Accept the report of the Committee to prize

the School houfes which sums is carryed out in their re-

port and is as follows—(viz)

The school houfe nigh M": Daniel Wetherbees

ought to be Eftimated at $92..00..0

The school houfe nigh Mr Simeon Farwells Efti-

mated at 93..00..0

The school houfe nigh Mr Amos Lawrences

Eftimated at 90..00..0
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The school houfe nigh M"" A1)raham Farwells

Eftimated at 80..00..0

The school houfe near M^ Elijah Carters Efti-

mated at 80..00..0

The school houfe Frame near M'' Daniel Har-

rifs^ Eftimated at 6..00..0

John Thurston Ju^ |

Paul Wetherbee { Committee
Seth Phillips J

Voted to raife One thoufand & Eight}- dollars for the

purpose of building Six new school houfes & for five old

ones already built together with Six Stoves for the Six

new Houfes

Voted to chufe a Committee to provide the six Stoves

& funnells for the Stoves for the six new school houfes

Voted that One of the Selectmen be the Committee

Voted & chofe MT Paul Wetherbee for the above pur-

pose

Voted to comply with the request of M'' John Payson
and M^ Mofes Hale with regard to being annexed to the

middle Deftrict for to be accommadated for a school,

Voted that M'- Timothy Garfield be added to the mid-

dle deftrict for to be accommedated for schooling

Voted to chufe a Committeeman for Deftrict N? 4

Voted & chofe M^ Joseph Downe the Committeeman

[91] Voted to chufe One Man as a Committee to re-

pair or build a New the Bridge nigh the Widow Lincolns,

the Committeeman to let it out at Vendue to the lowest

bidder to be complected by the first of August next and

the Committeeman to infpect the work after done . . .

Voted and chofe Liu* Edward Durant a Committee-

man for the above purpose.

Voted to chufe a Committeeman to let out the repair

of the Bridge nigh Majr Goodridge*? at Vendue to the

lowest bidder, to be done within One weak, and the Com-
mitteeman to infpect the work after done

Voted and chose M": A];)ijah Goodridge a Committee-

man for the above purpose

Voted to cover the Bridge with Plank and put in New
String peaces if needed Nigh Gedions
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Voted to chufe a Committeeman to let out the cover-

ing of the above Bridge as proposed to be mended . . .

Voted and chofe AK Daniel Wetherbee a committeeman
for the above purpose

Voted to chufe a Committeeman to let out to repairs

the Bridge nigh Joseph Fox^ Potash at Vendue to the low-

est bidder, the Bridge to have Stone butments and Stone

covering the Committeeman to infpect the work and see

its done according to agreement, the work to be com-
pleated the fore part of Summer

Voted and chofe Joseph Fox Committeeman for the

above purpose

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the first munda\^ of

Nov^ next at two oClock afternoon

On Munday the 5^*^ day of NovV the Town meet ac-

cording to adjornment the meeting being opened they pro-

ceeded to befinefs. The Town Clerk being abfent, Chofe

Peter Snow Town Clerk Protempore
Voted to accept the report of the Committee chofen

to treat with M':'^ Cowdin which is that M';*^ Cowdin have
one third of the old meeting houfe & the underpining She

relinquishing all other right & title,

Voted that the Pewholders receive One other third of

the old meeting houfe

Voted to chufe a committee to Sell the old meeting

houfe

Voted that the Committee confift of five, without pay
Voted that Mv Afa Perry Cap! William Brown, Israel

Turner EsqV Cap* Benj-:^ Marfliall & Deacon Kindoll Bou-
tell be of the said Committee

Voted that the Committee Sell the houfe to the best

advantage of the Town and all others concerned . . .

Voted to give the Proprietors of the Frame for a

school houfe near Wards Mill six dollars in addition to

the other six dollars which was voted at a previous meet-

ing

Voted that the place for seting the school houfe Near
Mr Wares'' be moved to the other fide of the road a little

West of Hawes^ Shop
Voted to take Leefes of the Land on which the school

houfes Stand.
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Voted that the Selectmen be a Committee for that pur-

pose

Voted to Set of George Wood from the Deftrict he for-

merly belonged too to the Deftrict near M^ Uptons

Voted to Defolve the meeting.

Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Peter Snow Clerk Protempore

a true coppy from the minutes,

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter, fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in s*^ Count^^ Greeting,

. You are hereby' required in the name of the

,,^ \\ Commonwealth of MalTachufetts, to notify and
( Seal

)

. . .
'

•

\^ ' warn the male inhabitants of said Town being
^

"^ twenty one years of age and having a freehold

Eftate within the Deftrict of the Annual income of three

pounds, or an Eftate to the Value of Sixt\^ pounds to

meet at the New meeting houfe on Munday the fifth Da_Y

of Nov*: next at One oClock. P. M. for the purpose of giv-

ing in their votes for a Federal reprefentative agreable to

an act of the Commonwealth. Given under our hands &
Seals at said Fitchburg this nineteenth Day of OctT AD.
1798 Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant
with your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before

s^ Da3' and time above mentioned.

John Thurston JuT )

Paul Wetherbee \ Selectmen
Seth Phillips J

Worcefter fs Perfuant to the within warrant I have

notified and warned the Male Inhabitants of said Town
Quallified as theirin exprefsed to meet at time and place

and for the purpofe within mentioned.

David Hodgkins Conftable
Fitchburg Oct>: 21'-y 1798.

[92] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg aifembled on munday the 5*^ day of

Nov^ 1798 for the purpose of chufing a Reprefentative for

the Second middle Deftrict of the Commonwealth of Maffa-
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chufetts to reprefent us in the Congrefs of the llnitcd

States The Town being affembled and the Votes ealled for

and brought in Counted and Sorted and Declaration made
of the Persons voted for and was as follows (viz)
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchbiirg Affembled on Munday the fifth day of Nov*:

1798.

The meeting being opened

Voted & chofe M*: Paul Wetherbee Moderator.

Voted that MV Downe Joseph the Highway Surveyor

go on and repair the County road in his Deftrict & bring

in his Acct

Voted that Daniel Wetherbee go on and repair the

South County road and bring in his account

Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Peter Snow Clerk Pro. Tempore.

[9.3] Weftminfter September 3<? 1798
We the Subfcribers Selectmen & overfeers of the poor

of the Town of Garder & Selectmen & overfeers of the

poor of the Town of Fitchburg, do come into the follow-

ing agreement on the Support of Oliver Upton Ned\^ Per-

son (viz) We the Selectmen & overfeers of the poor of the

Town of Fitchburg do agree to take the said Oliver, And
Support and Cloath him from now untill the first of Sep-

tember in the year 1803 And if the said Oliver should not

live the above said Term of five years, The said Town of

Fitchburg to pay back to the Town of Gardner the Sum
of Twent}' Eight Dollars & fifty Cents And after the ex-

piration of the above said Term of five years & then the

above said Towns of Gardner & Fitchburg to be at

eaqual charges for the Support of said Oliver & his family

while they remain ours to Support, and we do further

agree that after the expiration of the above said Term of

five years for the Town of Fitchburg to keep the said

Oliver one year, and then the said Town of Fitchburg to

return him back to gardner & the\' to keep him one year,

and then exchange him from the above said Towns yearly

so long as the said Oliver shall be charable, and each

Town to have the right of keeping him their year as

cheap as they can as witnefs our hands,

Eliflia Jackson ) Cpipptjj,pj, John Thurston Jun': )
Selectmen

Reuben Haynes [ r Paul Wetherbee \ of
Aaron Wood

( Q^^j-dner
^*-'*^^ Phillips J Fitchburg

Ebenezer How J



Toivn of Fitchbiirg. 167

A true coppy from the (Original as presented me to

record by the Selectmen
attest Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Fitchburg Novr 26^? 1798.

This may certify that we the Subfcril^ers Affeffors of

the Town of Fitchburg have appointed David Hodgfkins

a ct)llector to compleat the collection that was delivered

to David M<:" intire late of Fitchburg deces^ to collect for

the years 1796 & 97 for which he is to receive thirty eight

shillings on the hundred pound which he shall collect

John Thurston Ju^ )

Paul Wetherbee \ Affefsors

Seth Phillips j

A true coppy from the minutes delivered me 133^ the

Affefsors. Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Fitchburg Januar}^ 3^'' 1799. Agreable to a vote of

the Town we the Subfcribers met and made a Devifion of

the school money as follows (viz)

AP Edward Durant-- Deftrict N? 1 $47..46..0

Afa Perry for Deftrict . . N? 2 29..67..0

Zacheus Farwell .... N? 3 31..S2..0

Joseph Downe N? 4 23..73..0

Jacob Osborn N? 5 17..2G..0

Thomas Cowdin .... N? 6 26..97..0

Elijah Carter N? 7 25..35..0

Joseph Policy N? 8 29..13..0

Benj? Herricic N? 9 37..22..0

Jeremiah Kinfman .... N? 10 42..61..0

Amos Lawrence .... N? 11 22..11..0

Sum total $333. .33. .0

John Thurston JunT ]

I^aul Wetherbee } Selectmen
Seth Phillips

J

[94] Worcefter: fs, To Either of the Conftables of

the Town of Fitchburg within the Count\^ of Worcester

Greeting
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, These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^^ ^ of Maffachufetts to require you in due eorfe of

^' ^ Law to notif\^ and warn all the freeholders and
other inhabitants of said Town quallihed by Law

to vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the

meeting houfe on Munday the forth day of March next at

Nine OClock in the morning and when meet to act on the

following articles (viz)

first To chufe £i Moderation to govern said meeting.
2'"^ To chufe a Town Clerk, Town Treafurer, Select-

men, and other Town officers as the Law directs and act

any thing in regard to chufing CoUecttors as they shall

think propper

3V' To see what sum or sums of money the Town
will raife to rcp£ur the highways and bridges the year

infuing and act any thing theiron as they shall think

proper
4'7 To see what sum of mone3^ the Town will raife

to S^ipport the Reve"? M"" Worcester the year Enfuing . .

5'7 To see what sum of money the Town will raife

to support the school the year Enfuing

6'7 To see what sum or Sums of money the Town
will raife to pay the Towns Debts and Nefsefary charges

or act any thing theiron as they shall think proper.

71-'' To see if the Town will chufe a Saxton to take

care of the meeting houfe or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper
S'.J" To see what method the Town will take to sup-

port there poor the 3^ear Enfuing and act any thing their-

on as they shall think proper

9l>' To see if the Town will chufe a committee to Set-

tle with the Town Treafurer
10'-'' To see if the Town will abate the tax that was

Laid on Doggs in the year 1798 or act any thing theiron

as they shall think propper

ll'y The see if the Town will alter the intermition

on Sundays from what was Ufeal or a^t any any thing

thereon as they shall think propper agreable to a request

of a number of the inhabitants

12'y To see if the Town chufe a committee to exam-
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ine the schools of said Town or act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper
13'y To see if the Town will take into confideration

the road between M.\ Abraham Willards & M*" P>lijah Car-

ters which is said to be incumbered and Staitned and act

any thing theiron as the^^ shall think propper ....
1-i'y To see if the Town will affist M'' Ephr Kimboll

towards building a bridge acrost the river near Farwclls

Blackfmiths shop, or act an^^ thing theiron as they shall

think propper
15'^ To see if the Town will make any alteration in

the line of Land the Town bought of Mr Boynton or act

any thing theiron as they shall think propper.
16'-^ To see if the Town will except of any road that

is or ma}^ be laid out by the Selectmen or their order . .

17^y To see if the Town will provide Locks & Ke^-s,

Window Shetters, Tables, and chairs for the school houfes

or act any thing their on as the}^ shall think propper.

18^y To see if the Town will Vote the Swine to run

at Large under the regulation of the Law
19iy To see if the Town will abate Mv Benj« Dan-

forths taxes for the year 1796 & 97
Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings thereon to sum one of us on or before said

Da}' and time above mentioned given under our hand and
Seals at Fitchburg this thirteenth day of FebrY AD. 1799.

John Thurston JuT
]

Paul Wetherbee \ Selectmen
vSeth Phillips

)

Fitchburg Feb-T 28^^ 1799 Worcefter: fs : perfuant to

the within warrant I have duly notified and warned all

the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg Quallified by Law to Vote in Town meetings to

meet at the time and place and for the purpofe within

mentioned David Hodgfkins, Conftable

[95] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg affembled on munday the forth day of

March AD 1799
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X""} Voted & chose M\ Afa Perry Moderator
Moderator

Voted & chose Joseph Fox Town Clerk . Town Clerk

Voted & chose EbnV Thurston Town Treailirer

Town Treafurer

Voted to chufe Three Selectmen for The prel'ent year.

Voted & chose Reuben Smith
|

Voted & chose Israel Turner Esqr , . . . Selectmen
Voted & chose Amos Ordwa^^ J

Voted that the Selectmen be Affefsors the present year

Affeffors

Voted to let out the Collectorfhip as it was the last

year (viz) to the lowest bidder upon the hundred pound,

the lowest bidder to git two bondfmen to the acceptance

of the Town
Voted to chufe Ten as a committee to let out the Col-

lectorfhip at Vendue, to make their report at the adjorn-

ment
Voted and chofe John Thurston Ju": Paul Wetherbee,

Seth Phillips, Afa Perry Joseph Fox, Benj? Marihall, Israel

Turner Esq^ Jacob Upton, Mofes Hale Joseph Polly . .

Voted to chufe the same number of highway Surve^'-

ors as last year

Voted & chose Abijah Goodridge, Amos Parce, Jacob

Osborn Daniel Holt, William Kindol, Samuel Phelps, Jo-

seph Fox Abraham Willard, Jonathan Low Junr David

Macintire Benj^^ Herrick Edward Durant Ephraim Osborn,

John R. Kemp & Tho^ Cowdin to be highwa3^ Surveyors

the year Enfuing Highway Surveyors

Voted & chofe John Scott, Joseph Dowme JunV Peter

Haikell Samuel Harrifs Ju^ Eliflia Carter to be hogreaves

for y'^ year Enfuing Hogreaves

Voted & chose Jacol) Gibson & Thomas Hilton fire-

wards Firewards

Voted & chose Jacob Stickney & William Small Sur-

veyors of Lumber the year Enfuing . Surveyors of Lumber
Voted & chofe Elijah Macintire, Amos Parce, & Dan-

iel Harrifs Fence viewers the year Enfuing. . Fence viewers

Voted & chose Amos Putnam & Ezra Ritter to be

field drivers the year enfuing Field drivers
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Voted & chose David I'arce Sealer of Weights & Meaf-

ures the year Enfuing . . Sealer of Weights & meafures

Voted & chofe Joseph Simons & Calvin Meffenger to

Sealers of Leather the year Enfuing . Sealers of Leather

Voted & chose Jonas Marfliall JunL Pound keeper the

year Enfuing Pound keeper

Voted & chose Nathaniel. F. Cunningham, Abel Baw^l-

din & Aron Eaton to l)e Tythingmen the year Enfuing

Tythingmen
Voted & chofe Joseph Downe JuV Surveyor of hoops

& Staves Surveyor of Hoops & Staves.

[9(>] Voted to raife Two hundred pounds to repair

the highways & Bridges the present year, to be workt
out the Same as last year and to be allowed for work,

tools &c as last year.

money raised to repair highways & bridges

Voted to raife One hundred potmd for the Support of

The Reverend AiV Worcester for One year

money raised for mV Worcesters Saler3\

Voted to raife One hundred & fifty pounds for the

Suport of the Schools the year Enfuing

money raised for Support of Schools.

Voted to lay the school money out in the Several

School deftricts the same as was the last year ....
Voted & chofe, Joseph Fox, Elifha Chamberlin, Daniel

Wetherbee Ephraim Osborn, Simeon Farwell, Seth Phillips,

Daniel Putnam Ju^ Benj? Flint, Lent Jon? Page, John
Thurston JuT & Timothy Batchelor to be School Commit-
teemen in the Several deftricts to which they belong, to

be under the direction of the deftrict for w^hich they are

Chofen School Committee
Voted that the school Committeemen be directed to

agree with the Masters & Miftrefses that are to keep the

schools, that they are not to be allowed any thing for

keeping schools on Satterdays in the afternoon

Voted to Pafs over the sixth Article in the Warrant
untill the adjornment

Voted to let out the Saxton befinefs at Vendue to the

lowest bidder and report at the adjornment.
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Voted to chufe Three as a Committee to let out the

Saxton befmefs and report at the adjornment ....
Voted & chose David Pratt, Cap! Wilham Brown, &

Daniel Wetherbee a committee for the above purpose . .

Voted to let out the Poor to the lowest bidder at

Vendue and make report at the adjornment

Voted that the Committee con fist of five

Voted & chofe Thomas Cowdin, Edward Durant Tim-

othy Garfield Jacob Gibson & Amos Ordwa^- to l)c the

Committee for the above purpose

Voted to chufe a committee of three to Settle with

the Town Treafurer

Voted & chofe John Thurston JuT Reuben Smith ik.

Israel Turner EsqV to be the Committee to Settle with

the Town Treafurer and make report at sum futer meeting.

Voted to abate that part of the tax upon the Several

Persons who was taxed for their Doggs the year past.

Voted that the intermifsion on Sundays between meet-

ings be one hour for the year Enfuing

Voted to pafs over the thirteenth article in the war-

rant untill the adjornment

Voted to pafs over the fourteenth article in the war-

rant untill the adjornment

Voted that the Town provide Locks & Keys Window
Shetters, Tables and chairs for the Several Schools . .

Voted that the School Committeemen be directed to

provide at the Expence of the Town, Locks & Keys,

Window Shetters, Tables, and chairs for the several

schools and lay their accounts l:)efore the Town for allow-

ance

Voted that the Swine run at large under the regula-

tion of the Law
Voted to abate Mv Benj^ Danforths taxes for the year

1796 & 1797 the whole of said Taxes excepting what he

has paid towards them.

Voted to adjorn this meeting for a fortnight from this

day then to meet at this place at one OClock in the after-

noon.

[97] On munday the 18*?' March the Town meet

according to adjornment and the meeting opened . . .
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Voted to accept the report of the Committee chofen

to settle with the Town Treafurer which report is as fol-

lows

Fitchbur^ March 12t^ 1799 The Committee chofe by
the Town of Fitchbur^: to Settle with the Town Treaf-

urer find due in Collectors hands and others £is follows

(viz)

We find in David Hodgskins hands for 1796 $52. .49. .7

We find in David Hodgskins hands for the

year 1797 146. .60. .3

We find in Daniel Wetherbees hands Collector

for 1797 128. .46. .9

We find in Samuel Harrifs JuV^ hands Collector

for 1798 668. .22. .6

& to to Do D« D" Do School
houfe tax for 1798 573. .82. .8

We find in David Hodgskins Collectors hand
for 1798 . . . / 737. .95. .0

D? Do D? vSchool

houfe tax for 1798 523. .70. .5

One note signd Edward Scott Dated Febr-y 7^?^

1794 4..60..0

One note signd David Gil)son Dated April 5^J^

1790 2..02..0

One note signd Benj^» Kemp dated March 22".*^

1790 2..44..0

One note signd Peter Snow dated Nov'.' 21^*^

1796 45..37..0

One note signd Cap* William Brown Dated
Novr 21^t 1796 13..31..0

One note signd Cap^ William Brown Dated
Nov": 21^t 1796 3..44..0

One note signd Nehemiah Fuller Dated NovV
21»t 1796 due on said note 23..76..0

One note signd Jacob Jaquith dated Nov^ 21*"*

1796 due on said note 2..28..0

One note signd Jacob Burnap dated Nov^ 21.

1796 18..75..0
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One note signd Abial Holt & MelTenger Nov';

21=:^ 1796 16..12..0

One note signd Ezra Ritter dated NovT 21?*^

1796 Due on said note 7..4-5..0

One note signd Paul Wetherbee dated Nov^
21*5* 1796 Due on said note 4.0..4-3..0

One note signd Simeon Farwell dated NovV
21?t 1796 Due on said note 1..31..0

One note signd Daniel Wetherbee dated Nov":

21!^ 1796 Due on s^' note 39..05..0

One note signd Jacob Upton dated January
8th 1798

"

29..62..0

One note signd Afaph Goodridge dated Octr
2l!t 1797 • 55..16..0

One note signd John Goodridge dated OctT l!^

1797 due on said note 23..36..0

One note signd Phinehas Allen Dated Ocf 2".^

1797 10..42..0

One note signd Elijah Macintire dated NovV
14th 1798 9..01..0

One note signd David M^ intire & others dated

Nov-: 14th 1798 19..00..0

Found in the Treafurers hands a number of

Minefter 22..38..0

We find due to the Treafurer 17..45..

7

N : B those notes that have Indorsments on them the

Interest is cast up to to the date hereof, the other notes

we have taken account of Princable only

Reuben Smith
|

Israel Turner \ Committee
John Thurston Jun^ J

Ebener Thurston Treafurer

The footing of what money is Due to the Town $3220..39

The following is an account of the princable Debts the

Town owes (viz)

One note given to MY Afa Perr}^ dated may l!*

1797 due on said note $106. .00.0

One note given to Mv EbnY Thurston dated
Augt 1797 177.. 50.0
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One note given to M": Setli Phillips dated Ocf:
4t?> 1797 20.. 71.0

One note given to M^ Peter Town dated Jany
18t?> 1797 500..00.0

One note given to M*" Jonathan Smith dated

March 12*?^ 1798 71. .75.0

One note given to Cap^ William Brown Dated
Febr-y 12*^ 1798 340..83.0

One note given to M^ Nathl^ F. Cuningham
dated December 18^?* 1798 94.. 95.0

School money not paid for the year 1798 . . 304..00.0

M'' Worcesters Sallery for the year 1798 not

paid 333. .33.0

Due for the Erection of school Houfes . . . 1000..00.0

over

[98] brought over

An abatement of the tax Laid on Doggs . . $53. .00.0

Labour done on the New County road by order

of the Town 22..00.0

For the Support of the Poor the year past not

paid 47..00.0

3071. .04.0

Ballance Due to the Town $149..35

Voted to raise three hundred dollars to pay the Towns
Debts and Neceffefary charges the year infuing ....

Voted to chufe a committee to view the place for a

Bridge to accomodate M!' Eph^ Kimboll and report at

sum futer meeting the Committee to be chofen, to be at

the expence of Air Kimboll

Voted that the Committee confist of three.

Voted & chofe Cap* William Brown Mr Ebn*- Thurs-

ton & Israel Turner EsqT a committee for the above pur-

pose

Voted that their be two more aded to the above com-
mittee at M*" Ephr Kimbolls Expence

Voted & chofe M^ Phinehas Allen & Mr Jonas Mar-
Ihall Ju*" to be added the above committee

Voted & chofe the Selectmen a Committee to look
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into and affertain the lines of the Land the Town bought
of M*" BoA^iton and report at Ma^' meetin<i^

Voted to adjorn this meeting one half hour then to

meet at M"" David Boutell,

To the Town mett according to adjornment at AK
David Boutells and oppened the meeting

Voted & chofe M^ David Hodgskins to be a Collector

for the North fide of the Town Sworn
Voted & Chose M^ David Hodgskins Conftable for the

Town of Fitchburg Sworn
Voted to accept of M*" A fa Perry & M'' Zacheus Far-

well as bondsmen for M'' David Hodgskin for the North

side of the Town as collector for the year Enfuing

Voted that this meeting be adjorned to the first mun-
day in April at four oClock in the afternoon then to meet

at the meeting houfe in s*^ Town
On munday the 1*:* day of April 1799. The Town

meet according to adjornment and the meeting oppened.

Voted to accept of M*" Afa Perry & M'' Seth Phillips

as bondsmen for TvP Abijah Goodridge as Collector for the

South side the Town
Voted to accept the Report of the Committee that

was chofsen to let out the Collectorfhip which is as fol-

lows (viz)

:

The committee appointed to Set up the Collectorfliip

at Vendue to the low-est bidder Meet at M"" David Boutell

on munday the forth day of March 1799 after the March
meeting was adjorned, Meet for the above purpose and

Set up the South vside of the Town to the lowest bidder

upon the hundred pound. And bid of to M'' Abijah Good-

ridge at twenty eight shillings & Eleven pence upon the

hundred pound, And then proceeded to Set up the North

Side and bid of to David Hodgskins at twenty- Seven shil-

lings upon the hundred pound.
T 1 'PI ^ T r 1p^ order of
John Thurston Jur Jij^^ Committee

Voted to accept the report of the Committee that was
chofen to let out the Towns Poor at Vendue which is as

follows (viz)
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The committee appointed to set up to the lowest bid-

der at Vendue the Towns poor to be supported the year

Enfuing pr the weak mett at M^ David Boutells on Mun-
day the forth da\' of March 1799 after the meeting was
adjorned & Set up Eph": Smith to be supported by the

weak [09] And in cafe he should go away and do any

mifchief the person who bids him of to be accountable for

all damage, was Bid of the Benj-? Fuller for Three shil-

lings and Eight pence pr weak 3/8 p"" weak
then proceeded and Set up Oliver Upton to be sup-

ported by the weak, and in cafe he should go away and

do any mischief the person who bids him of to be account-

able for all damages, was Bid of to Benj^ Fuller at four

shillings & five pence pV weak
Then proceeded and Set up Mary Wares to be Sup-

ported by the weak for one j^ear and so in propotion ac-

cording to the time he does support her and bid of to

Tim° Garfield at Six pence pV weak.
rir, ^ ,^ T I P^ order of the
Tho^ Lowdmj

comittee

The Committee appointed to Set up at Vendue to the

lowest bidder the Saxton befinefs for the year Enfuing.

Meet at M"" David Boutells on Munday the forth day of

March 1799 after the March meeting was adjorned, And
was bid of to Benj'? Allen at Eleven shillings & nine pence

for the 3''ear, to keep the meeting houfe clean and Decent,

and in the winter Season the Snow is to be cleaned of the

Stones of the Doors, and th^ Snow shoveled away from
the Doors, the Ke^^ of the meeting houfe is to be left at

M\ Worcesters or Cap^ Browns, that the town can have

it when needed,
. ,. i r ^i

David Pratt P°^"^l^^".,f ^^^

I
Committee.

Voted and chofe Abijah Goodridge Collector for South
side of the Town Collector Sworn

Voted & chofe Abijah Goodridge Conftable for South
side of the Town Conftable Sworn

Voted to chufe a committee to let out the ]:)uilding a

Bridge nigh M"" Daniel Willards at a Vendue to the lowest

bidder to be done to the acceptance of the Committee
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Voted that the Committee conlist of three

Voted & chofe Mr Phinehas Brown, Doc* Benj'> Mar-
Ihall & M*: Amos Putnam to be the Committee for the

above purpose and make their report at sum futer meeting.

It was moved and Seconded, to see if the Town will

reconfider their vote refpecting the Intermition on Sundays

so far as to have it One hour and half between meetings

The vote being put, it pafs in the Negative.

Voted to Excufe Daniel Willard Serving as highwaA^

Surveyor.

Voted & ehofe Zacheriah Sheldin highway Surve\'or in

the rome of Daniel Willard

Voted to Excufe Zacheriah Sheldin from serving as high-

way Surveyor.

Voted & chofe Benj^ Herrick highway Surveyor in the

rome Zacheriah Sheldin excused and have recored Benj9

Herrick in the place where the rest of the highway Sur-

veyors are recorded in the Rome of Daniel Willard Excused.

Voted to diffolve this meeting

Afa Perr}^ Moderator

Joseph Fox Towni Clerk

Worcefler. fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

. You are hereby required in the name of the

,^ ,! Commonwealth of M affachufetts to notifv and
{ Seal

)

^„ ' warn the Male inhabitants of said Town of twenty

One years of Age and upwards having a freehold

Eftate within the Commonwealth of the Annual income of

Three pounds, or an^- Eftate to the Value of Sixty pounds,

to meet at the meeting houfe in said Town on Munday
the first day of April next at Two of the Clock in the

afternoon to give in their Votes for a Govenor and Lieu*

Govenor and Senators and Counfellors agreable to the

Conftitution of said Commonwealth
hereof fail not and make return to sum one of us on

or before s*? daj^ for the purpose above mentioned given

under our hands and Seals this 18^)^ daj^ of March AD.

1799: Reuben Smith
)

Israel Turner /Selectmen.
Amos OrdwayJ
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[lOO] Persuant to the within warrant I have noti-

fied and warned the male Inhabitants of the Tow^n of

Fitchburg qualHfied by Law to vote for Governor, Lieu^

Govenor, Senators and Counfellors to meet at the time

and place and for the purpofes within mentioned

Samuel Harrifs Jun": Conftable

Fitchburg April l^t 1799.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of The Town
of Fitchburg affembled on the 1?* day of April 1799 being

the first munday in said month, for the purpose of chuf-

ing A Govenor, Lieut Govenor, Senators, & Counfellors.

The meeting being opened and votes called for in

order, counted and Sorted, and declaration made as fol-

lows

Govenor
For His Exelency Increse Sumner 16

William Heath Esq'- 57

Lieut Govenor
For His Honour Mofes Gill 48

Senators & Counfellors

For The Honorable Berzeliel Tafts 43
The Honorable Salem Town 45
The Honorable Thomas Hale 32
The Honorable Elijah Brigham 19

The Honorable Josiah Stearns 24
Deacon Joseph Stone 25
Col? Gushing 10

Joseph Fox Esq-: 23
Capt Will'^ Brown 8

Benj<? Reed Esq': 3

Meeting difsolved Reuben Smith
)

Israel Turner \ Selectmen
Amos Ordwayj

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter. fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting
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,„ ,, In the name of the Commonwealth of Maffa-
(oeal)
^

' chufetts 3^ou are hereby required to notify & warn
,^ .{ the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of said
( oeal

)

.

Town Ouallified by Law to vote in Town meetings

to meet and AiTemble at the meeting houfe in Fitchburg

the second munday in May at one oClook in the after-

noon to act on the following articles.

first To chufe a Moderator to Govern s^ Meeting.

Second To know the Towns mind what method they

will take to repair the Bridge in the middle of the. Town
or act any thing theiron as they shall think propper.

Thirdly To See if The Town will send a Member to

Meet in convention at Joshua Wrights in Templeton on

the second Tusday of Ma3^ agreable to request of Silas

Cutler in behalf of Templeton & a number of the adja-

cent Towns.
Forthly To see if the Town will give a bounty on

Crows, or not, the present year.

Fifthl}^ To see if the Town will accept the report of

an3' Committee or Committees
Sixthly To see if the Town will accept of any roads

la^'cd out by the Selectmen or their order

Seventh^ To see if the Town will order a Devifion of

the Securities taken for the old meeting houfe

Hereof fail not to make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron at time & place above mentioned

given under our hands & seals this 20*^ Day of April AD
1799

Israel Turner 1 Selectmen
Reuben Smith > of
Amos Ordwayj Fitchburg

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefscd

to meet at time and place and and for the purpose within

mentioned xi ••
i r^ j -j t- /i uiAbijah Goodndge Lonltable.

[lOl] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg affemljled on the second munday of

May 1799
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1^*^ Voted & chofe Deacon Kendol Boutell Moderator.

The article refpecting repairing the Bridge nigh the

middle of the Town
It was motioned and Seconded to see if the Town

will inlarge the South Butment & the third Butment, &
to take away the Second Butment & to be built in way
of highway' taxes under the direction of a Committee
chose by the Town for that purpose

The vote being put it pafs^ in the affirmative

Voted to chufe a Committee of five

Voted & chofe M': Jeremiah Kinfman, Israel Turner

Esqr M"" Jonathan Page M"" EphV Kimboll & M': Amos
Lawrence a Committee for the above purpose

Voted to raife Sixty six pounds thirteen shillings &
four pence to repair the bridge nigh the middle of the

Town to be workted out in the way of highway taxes.

Voted to chufe a Member to meet in convention at

Joshua Wrights in Templeton on the Second tusda3^ of

Ma3^ Inf* agreable to a request of Silas Cutler in behalf

of Templeton and a number of the adjacent Towns . . .

Voted & chofe Daniel Putnam Esq^ for the above pur-

pose.

It was motioned & seconded to see if the Town will

give one shilling pT head upon Crows for this present

year for all that shall be killed wathin the limits of the

Town of Fitchburg by any of the Inhabitants and pre-

sented to the Treafurer of said Town,
The vote being put it pafs in the affirmative, ....
Voted to accept the report of the Committee appointed

to examine Ephraim Kimbolls proposed place for a Bridge,

which report is as follow^s (viz)

Your Committee chose by the Town on a request of

M^ Ephraim Kimboll to examine said Kimbolls proposed
place for building a Bridge have accordingly meet for the

above purpose & beg lieve to report (viz)

That it appears to your committee that Mv Kimbolls

request should be granted so far as to lend him One hun-

dred Dollars to build himfelf a good bridge his paying
Interest Annually & binding himfelf & heirs to keep the
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Bridge in good repair till the Town Sees fit to make a

publick Bridge of the Same William Brown ]

Israel Turner
j

Ebn*" Thurston
J
Committee

Jonas Marfhall Ju""
|

Phinehas Allen j

N. B. The place for building the Bridge must be be-

tween Kimbolls Sawmill and the Smith! Shop

Voted to chufe a Committee to view the road that is

in dispute leading to M^ Abraham Willards and make
Their report what is liest to be done refpecting said road

Voted to chufe three as a Committee.

Voted & chose M'- Tho^ Cowdin Cap* Benj? Marfliall

& M^ Joseph VoViy a committee for the above purpose

and report at the next town meeting,

Voted to accept the report of the Committee chofen

by the Town refpecting the exchange of Land with M""

Jonas Marftiall JunT agreable to his request here follows

the report, (viz)

The Committee chose by the Town of Fitchburg to

inquire into the exchange of Land with Jonas Marfliall

Jur according to defire & request of said Marfhall have

examined & viewed the premifes & report (viz) That we
do not think it expedient or for the Interest of said Town
of Fitchburg to exchange Land in Manner & form as pro-

posed by said Marfhall Israel Turner )

Reuben Smith JCommittee
Amos Ordwayj

Voted that the Selectmen be requested to make a Divi-

fion of the Securities taken for the old meeting houfe . .

Voted that this meeting be difsolved.

Kendal Boutell Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[103] Worcester.. fs.. To either of the Conftables of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

(Seal) I" the name of the Commonwealth of Maffa-

(Seal) chufetts 3^ou are hereby required to notif\' and
(Seal) warn the Male Inhabitants of said Town being

Twenty One 3'ears of age, and Refident in said Town
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for the sj)acc of one ^-ear next Preceeding, having a free-

hold Eftate within said Town of the annual Income

of Three pounds or any Eftate to the value of Sixty

pounds, to meet at the meeting houfe in Fitchburg on the

Second Munday in May next at three of the Clock in the

afternoon for the purpose of chusing One Reprefentative

to reprefent them at the General Court appointed to be

convened and held at Boston on the last Wednesday of

May hereof fail not & make return of this warrant wdth

your doings theiron at the time & place above mentioned

Given under our hands & seals at Fitchljurg this 20^!' da\^

of April AD 1799 Israel Turner | Selectmen
Reuben Smith > of
Amos OrdwajJ Fitchburg

Persuant to the within Warrant I have Notified the

male Inhabitants of said Town Ouallified as theirin ex-

prefsed to meet at time and place and for the purpose

within mentioned Abijah Goodridge Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 13^^ of May 1799.

The meeting opened by the Selectmen

A vote being put to know the minds of the Town
whether thc}^ will Send a Reprefentative to General Court

t(j Reprefent them the Enfuing year

And it pafs^ in The affirmative

The votes called for, counted & Sorted, and made
choice of Cap^ William Brown .-, , „ .^, ,Reuben Smith \ o„ip„tmen

Israel Turner /
Selectmen

Fitchburg 26*J* April 1799 Then personalh' appeared

agreable to Notification MT Ebn^' Jones and L^ Jonas
Whitney Selectmen of Westminfter and proceeded to Pre-

aml3elate and renew the bounds between Westminfter and
Fitchburg agreable to Law

Eb':' Jones \ Selectmen
Jonas Whitney

I
of Westminfter

Reuben Smith \ Selectmen
Amos Ordway/of Fitchburg
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A true coppy from the returns made by Reuben Smith

one of the Selectmen of Fitchburg

attest Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Fitchburg 29*^ April 1799 Then personally ajjpeared

agreable To Notification Reuben Smith and Amos Ordway
Selectmen of Fitchburg and proceeded to preambelate and

renew the bounds between Ashburnham and Fitchburg

agreable to Law
Elima White

I
Selectmen of Fitchburg

SherelDiah Hunt \ o ^

Reuben Smith AshburnhamAmos Ordway J

A true coppy from the returns made by Reuben Smith
one of the Selectmen of Fitchburg

attest Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[103] Worcefter fs To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereb\^ required in the Name of the

)c ,n Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to Notify and

^ 'i\ warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg quallified to vote in Town
meetings to affemble and meet at the meeting houfe in

said Town on Wednefday the forth of Sept next at one

of the Clock in the afternoon, being duly meet and formed

to act on the following articles (viz)

1'7 To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting.

21^ To see if the Town wnll abate any Poole Tax, or

exempt any from Minifteral taxes in futer or act any thing

theiron as they shall think propper
317 To see if the Town will Comply with Ruth

Smiths request the wife of Ephraim Smith or act any
thing theiron as they shall think propper

4-'y To see if the Town will take any method to affer-

tain the limits of their Land according to their Title . .

S'y To See if the Town will pay MT Steward for a

Clock he has put into the meeting houfe in full or in part.

6^y To See if the Town will accept of the report of

any Committee or Committees
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7'y To see what method the Town will take to raife

Money to finish the Bridge near the middle of the Town
o.r act any thing theiron as they shall think propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to some one of us on or before said

Day given under our hands & seals this nineteenth day
of August AD. 1799. Reuben Smith

|

Israel Turner
J
Selectmen

Amos Ordwayj

Worcefter, fs. Sep^ 2".'* 1799 perfuant to the within

warrant I have notified the free holders and other Inhabi-

tants to meet at time & place & for the purpose within

mentioned David Hodgkin Conllable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitehburg affembled on Wednesday the 4*^^ day of Sep^

1799.

\^} Voted and chose Israel Turner EsqV Moderator
2".<i Voted that the Affefsors have the Powder to abate

Poole taxes in whole or in part according to the Circum-

ftances that shall be reprefented to them by the persons

applying for abatement as they shall think Just and rea-

fonable.

3'/ Voted Voted to pafs over the article in the War-
rant refpecting Exempting an\' person or persons paying
Minefter taxes.

41^ Voted to reconfider the last vote.

5ly Voted to leve to the Affefsors, The propriety of

abating those persons, minesters tax who have requested

it at this meeting, and those Certificates the Affefsors

think are Sufficient to exempt them, shall be exempt . .

6'y Voted that it is the minds of the Town that the3'

have the whole of the Towns Lands Surveyed and New
bounds erected, or renewed,

71^ Voted that M'' Tho** Cowdin be the Surveyor to

Aflertain the bounds of the Towns land, and renew them.
81^ Voted to accept the report of the Committee ap-

pointed to View the road that is in dispute leading to

M^ Abraham Willards, which report is as follow^s viz.
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We the Subfcriljers being a committee chofen b^' the

Town for the purpose of Viewing the road leading to M^
Abraham Willards beg leve to report — that it is our opin-

ion that the road in dispute ought to be oppened

Tho^ Cowdin \ ,^ •,.

Benja Marfl.ah|*-°"^"""^^^^

[104] 9'7 Voted to finish the bridge nigh the middle

of the Town in the Same wa}- as it was begun (viz) for

the Surveyors to take on their deftricts to work as the

Committee shall order.

lO'y Voted to raife the same sum as was raised at

first, in order to finish the bridge and the Surveyors to go
on as before, and if the whole should not be w^anted to

finish the bridge, what is not wanted is to be laid out

upon such deftricts as the Committee appointed of over

See the work done on the bridge shall order

ll'y Voted to pay M"" Daniel Steward sumthing for

the Clock he has put up in the meeting houfe ....
12'y Voted to reconfider the last vote refpecting pay-

ing MT Steward any thing for the Clock
13'y Voted to difsolve this meeting

Israel Turner Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Selectmen of Lunenbrg and Selectmen of Fitchljurg

preambulatcd the lines between the Towns (Jctr 29*^?^

1799.

We the Subfcribers hereby certify that we have this

day perambulated the line between the Towm of Lunen-

burg and the Town of Fitchburg and renewed the bounds
according to Law

Oct'.' 29*!^ 1799 Josiah Stearns ) Selectmen
Josiah Hartwein of
Ephraim RufsellJ Lunenburg

Reuben Smith ( Selectmen
Amos Ordw^ay/of Fitchburg

The above Certificate rec'.^ of the Selectmen of Fitch-

burg on y^ 29^11 OctV 1799 and recorded by
Joseph Fox Town Clerk
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„ I To either of the ConftablevS of the Town of
' ' Fitchburg, Greeting You are hereb}^ required in

^' '

^
the name of the Commonwealth of Maffaehufetts

to Notify and warn the freeholders and other In-

habitants of said Town Quallified by Law to vote in

Town meetings to meet and affemble at the meeting houfe

on Thursday the thirty first day of this Inftant Oetr at

two OClock afternoon to aet on the following artieles

(viz).

1'7 To ehufe a moderator to Govern said meeting.
2""^' To see what method will take to repair the school

houfes near MV Elijah Carters, or any other of the old

School houfes that wants repairing to make them eaquel

to the New Ones, or act any thing refpecting School

houfes that they shall think propper.

3'7 To see if the Town v^all give the Surveyor Orders

to open the road leading from the great road to Abra-
ham Willards, which is ftreightned by a fence of Bcnj'>

Kemps or act any thing theiron as they shall think prop-

per.

[105] 4'/ To see what method the Town will tfd<e

to diftribute to the Pewholders their propotion of the

money arifing by the Sale of the Old meeting houfe or

act any thing theiron as they shall think |)ropper . . .

5'.y To see if the Town will accept of the report of

any Committee that has ben chofen for Infpection of

Bridges or roads, or act any thing theiron as they shall

think propper

Hereof fail not & make return of this warrant to us

the Subfcribers on or Ijcfore the day above said, given

under our hands & seals this 14t^ day of Ocf: AD. 1799.

Reuben Smith \ Selectmen
Israel Turner | of Fitchburg

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said town quallified as theirin exprefsed to

meet at time and place and for the purpose within men-

Al3ijah Goodridge Conllable
Fitchburg Ocf SP:^ 1799
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg aflembled on thurscla3' the SI'?* Oct*: 1799.

V-y Voted & chose Mr Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Voted that the school Committeeman for the 7**^

deflrict be requested to repair the school houfe in that

deftrict so as to make it convenient for the next winter

and make report to the Town at sum futer meeting the

expence for allowance

Voted that all the school houfes that has funnels, to

have them taken down to the Chamber flour and have a

brick Chimney in leu of the funnell.

Voted that each school Committeeman where their is

funnells be requested to make the Alteration, agreable to

the last vote & make report at sum futer meeting the

expence for allowance,

Voted that Lieu^ Jonathan Page the school Commit-
teeman be requested to repair the school houfe in his

Deftrict so as to make it convenient for this winter and
make report the expence at sum futer meeting for allow-

ance.

Voted that M"" Timothy Batchelor the school Commit-
teeman for the Deftrict to which he belongs be requested

to put in one Window into the school houfe in that

deftrict and make report the expence at sum futer meeting

for allowance

Voted to pafs over the third article in the warrant
refpecting Mr Abr"? Willards road

Voted that the Town treafurer be directed to collect

the money Ariling from the Sale of the old meeting houfe

from the Several purchafers, as soon as it becomes due

;

Voted that the Selectmen be added as a Committee
with Liu^ Durant who was first appointed to infpect &
view the bridge Nigh the Widow Lincolns; Built by M^
Abijah Goodridge & Mr Amos Parce and report to the

Town their oppinion whether it is built agreable to con-

tract;

Voted to accept the report of the Committee to let

out the Bridge nigh Mr Daniel Willards which is as fol-

low's.

Voted to accept the report of the Committee Chosen
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Idy the Town on the first day of A})ril last (viz) Phinehas

Brown & Benj-? Marfliall for the purjjose of leting out a

Bridge to be built Nigh M'' Daniel Willards which Bridge

was let out to M'' Amos Putnum for twenty five dollars

& the bridge is Built to the acceptance of the Committee
and signd in their report made this day to the Town

25 dollars j-^g pricc Phiuchas Brown
Benj'? Marfliall

Voted to Difsolve this meeting

Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[!()(>] We the Subfcriljers, as the Law directs have
this 4-<^J* day of Novr 1799 preamblelated the lines between
the Town of Leominfter and Fitchburg and renewed the

bounds which are as follows, Begining at the Southeast

corner of Fitchl3urg at a Whiteoak tree & runs west
thirty one degrees South 610 rods to heap of Stones on
Monoosnook Hill, from thence West 26 degrees South
1-10 rods to a white oak tree and Stones, from thence

west 9 degrees North 239 rods to heap of Stones the

Northwest corner of Le(jminfl:er.

John Bufs \ Selectmen of
Tho*: Halej Leominfter.

Israel Turner \ Selectmen
Amos Ordwayjof Fitchburg

The above Certificate rec"^ of the Selectmen of P^itch-

burg on y^ 4^*" day of Nov*" 1799, & recorded b^' . . .

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Fitchburg Novr IS*?' 1799.

This day mett and preambelated the lines between the

Town of Fitchburg and Ashby as the Law directs, which
is as follows, begining at the North East corner of Fitch-

burg at a white pine tree, runing west Eight degrees North
1339 rods to a heap of Stones, bounded by stake and
stones at every hundred rods

Reuben Smith \ Selectmen
Amos Ordwayjof Fitchburg

Cashing Burr \Selectmen
W^ Green \ of Ashbv
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Worcester fs : To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County of Worcester . . Greeting

In the name of the Commonwealth of Maffa-

^^ "^.^ chufetts YOU are hereby directed to warn & Notify

^ ^^.^ the freeholders & other Inhabitants of Fitchburg

Ouallified to vote in Town meetings as the Law
directs to affemble & meet at the meeting houfe at Fitch-

burg on Munday the Eighteenth da^^ of November next

at three OClock P. M. to act on the following articles

viz

ll>' To chufe a Moderator to govern said Meeting
2'7 To see if the Town wnll Chufe an Agent, or

Agents, to anfwer to a Sitation from the Court of Gen-

eral Seflions of the Peace in and for the County of Wor-
cester to Anfwer to an Inditement found by the Grand

Jury of said Count^^ for not keeping the South New road

in said Town of Fitchburg in good repair or act any
thing theiron as they shall think propper

[107] 3'/ To see if the Town will accept of the

report of any committee Refpecting bridges or act any
thing theiron as they shall think propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or l3efore saitl

Day given under our hands & Seals this 31*:* da^- of Oc-

tober AD 1799 Reuben Smith | Selectmen
Israel Turner } of
Amos Ordway

J
Fitchburg

Worcester : fs : In oljedience to the within warrant I

have warned the freeholders and other Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg quallified to vote in Town meetings

to meet at the time and place & for the purpose within

mentioned. David Hodgskins Conftable

Fitchburg Nov-: 4-^^ 1799.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchljurg affembled on munday the 18^^ day of Novf
1799.

11^' Voted & chose Lieut Edward Durant Moderator
2'.^' Voted to chufe two Agents to £infwer to a Cita-
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tion, in behalf of the Town of Fitchburg, the Citation

founded on an inditement found by the Grand Jury for

the County of Worcester; to anfwer to the Citation at

the Court of General Selllons of the peace, next to be

holden at Worcester within & for the County of Worces-

ter on inunday next preceedino^ the first tusday of Decem-
ber next

Voted & Chose Daniel Putnum Esq": & Israel Turner

Esq'; as agents they or either of them to act in behalf of

the Town for the above purpose.

Voted to accept the report of the Committee refpcct-

ing the accepting the Bridge built Nigh M''? Eincolns tan-

yard (viz) the report was verbal, that the Bridge was
done according to contract.

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Edward Durant Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Fitchburg December 26*^ 1799
Divifion of the school mony for 1799

Deftrict

Daniel Wetherbee . . . N? 3 $46. .27. .6

Ephraim Osborn . . . N? 4 34.. 70..

6

Daniel Putnam Junl . N? 7 31.. 62..

2

Benj'? Flint N'? S 46. .27. .6

Timothy Batchelor . . Nv 11 38.. 56..

2

Seth Phillips N-? 6 38. .56. .2

John Thurston Jun^ . . N? 10 61. .69. .3

Simeon Farwell . . . N" 5 25..46..

2

Eliflia Chamberlin . . N? 2 39..56..0

Jonathan Page .... N? 9 56. .29. .9

Joseph Fox N" 1 80. .98. .2

Reuben Smith
)

Israel Turner \ Selectmen
Amos OrdwayJ

A, true copp\' from the Selectmens minutes;

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[108] To Abijah Goodridge one of the Conftables of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting
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You are hereby required in

Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and
,^ ,, You are hereby required in the name of the
(Seal)

(Seal)
warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

Town Quallified by Law to yote in Town meeting to

meet and affemble at the meeting houfe on munday the

third day of this Inftant March at three oClock afternoon

to act on the following articles yiz

l^t To chufe a moderator to goyern said meeting
2".*^ To see if the Town will giye M^ Joseph Fenno a

Deed of two Acres of Land on the South side of the Lot

of Land belonging to the Town or any thing theirof the3^

maj'- think propper hereof fail not & make return of your

doings with this warrant on or l^efore said day giyen

under our hands & Seals at Fitchburg March 1^^ 1800.

Reuben Smith 1 o„i_tmen
Israel Turner |

Selectmen

In obedience to the within warrant I haye notified the

within named freeholders & other Inhabitants quallified

b^' Law to yote in Town meeting to meet at time and

place within mentioned & for the purposes within men-

tioned. Abijah Goodridge Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled March 3^1^ igOO
1^?^ Voted and chose Mr Afa Perry Moderator
Voted that the Town Clerk be impowered to giye a

Deed of a Peice of Land on the South side of the Lot of

Land belonging to the Town, which land was purchased

of Tho*? Boynton, to Joseph Fenno, the Deed to be giyen

agrealile to a former yote of the Town
Voted difsolye this meeting

Afa Perry Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefler: fs : To either of Conftables of the Town of

Fitchburg in said Town Greeting

,„ ,, In the name of the Commonwealth of Maffa-
( Seal I

chufetts 3'ou are hereb}- required to Notif\' and
(Seal)

Warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg Quallified to vote in Towai meetings
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as the law directs, to meet & affemble at the meeting
houfe in said Town on Munday on Munday the third da}'

of March next at nine oClock A. M. & when meet to act

on the following articles.

1*:* To chufe a Moderator to Govern said meeting.

2'7 To Choose a Town Clerk, Selectmen, & all other

town officers annually choofe in the month of March.
S""? To see what sum or Sums of monc}' the Town

will raise to support schools the Enfuing year.

4^^ To see what sum or sums of money the Town
will raife to repair highways and Bridges the present

year.

5'-^ To see what sum or sums of money the Town
will raife to support the Minefter & defray' the NeiTesar}'

charges arifmg within said Town the Infuing 3'ear

6ly To see if the Town will choose a Saxton to take
care of the meeting houfe & burying Ground.

7*^ To see in what way the Town will support the

Poor the year infueing.

S'.y To see if the Town will let the Swine run at

Large under the Regulation of the Law.
9'.y To see if the Town will chufe a committee to set-

tle with Town Treafurer hereof fail not & make return

with your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before

said Day given under our hands & seals this 13^^ day of

Febr. iD. 1800
;^^^^, ^^^^^ pelectraen

Amos Orchvayjpjj^°^^,^g

[109] Persuant to the within warrant I have notified

the Inhabitants of s£ud Town quallified as theirin ex-

prefs"? to meet at the time and place and for the purpose
within mentioned.

March S'i^'lSOO Abijah Goodridge Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on Munday the S*:*^ day of March
1800 .....

l?t Voted & chose Mv Afa Perry Moderator
Voted & chose Joseph Fox Town Clerk . Town Clerk.
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Voted & chose Mr Ebenezer Thurston

Town Treafurer

Voted to chitse Three Selectmen the present year
Voted & chose Mr John Thurston Jur Mr John Far-

well & Mr Phinehas Brown Selectmen

Voted to chuse Three Aflefsors for the present year.

Voted & chose Air Reuben Smith, Israel Turner Esqr

& Doc* Peter Snow Affefsors

Voted to let out the Collectorfhip at the house of M*"

David Boutell': at four oClock in the afternoon this daj^

at Vendue the person or persons biding it off to bring

two Sufficient l)ondsmen to the acceptance of the Town.
Voted to chuse a Committee of Nine for the above

purpose

Voted & chose M'' Afa F^erry, Joseph Fox, Majr Benj?

Marfliall, Doer Snow Israel Turner Esqr Mr David Boutell,

M'' Jacob Gibson, Mr Amos Ordway Mr David Pratt,

Mr Phinehas Brown & AP Reuben Smith a committee for

the above purpose
Voted to chuse the same number of Highway' Survey-

ors as last year.

Voted & chose Majr John Goodridgc, Mr Amos Parce,

M"" Joseph Downe Jur Mr Daniel Andrews, Mr Nathan
Badcock Jur M*" Jacob Macintire, Mr David Boutell, Mr
John Carter, M*" Jonathan Low Jur M*" Elijah Macintire

Lieur Jon-i Page, Mr Tim? Garfield, M'' Saml* Harrifs, Mr
E])hraim Hartwell & M'" Jonas Marfliall Jur to be high-

way Surveyors the year Enfuing . . Highway Surveyors

Voted & chose Mr Nehemiah Fuller, Majr Benj-? Mar-
fliall Mr Jonas Marfliall Jur & M"" Joshua Stickney hog-
reves Hoggreaves

Voted & chose M-" Ezra Ritter & Mr Jacob Gibson
fircwards * . Firewards

Voted & chose Mr John Willard & Lieu* John Put-

nam Surveyors of Lumber . . . Surveyors of Lumber
Voted & chose M*" Jacoli Upton Jur & M*" Abijah

Goodridgc Fence viewers Fence viewers

Voted & chose Cornet Eliflia Chamberlin & Mr Mofes

Hale field drivers Field drivers
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Voted & chose M"; David Parce Sealer of Weights &
mealures Sealer of Weights & meafures

Voted & chose Mr Joseph Simons & M*" Timothy Gar-

field Sealers of Leather Sealers of leather

Voted & chose M'' Jonas Marfliall Jur Pound keeper

Pound keeper

Voted & chose \\\ Phinehas Brown Mr Aaron Eaton
Tytheingmen Tytheingmen

Voted & chose Mv John. R. Kemp Surveyor of hoops
& Staves Surveyor of hoops and Staves

Voted to raise Two hundred pounds to repair the

highways & bridges the present year and to be workt out

at the Same rate as last year and to be allowed for Work,
tools &c the same as last year.

[110] Voted to raise One hundred pound for the Sup-

port of the Reverend M'' Worcester for One year ....
Voted to raise One hundred & fifty pounds for the

support of the schools to year Enfuing

Voted that the school mone^- be laid out in the same
way and manner as last year

Voted & chose Mr David Boutell, Mr Eliflia Chamber-
lin M'- Kendol Boutell Jur Mr Daniel Harrifs, Mr David
Bawldin M"" Jabez Sawyer, Lieu^ James Cowdin, M*" Elijah

Macintire M*" Abraham Farwell, Daniel Putnam Esq*" M*"

Joseph Holt, to be a School Committee in the Several

Deftricts to which they belong & to be under the direction

of the deftrict for which W\^y are chofen in laying out the

money School Committee
Voted that the school Committee be directed to agree

with the school mailers that are to keep the several

schools, that they are not to be allowed anything for

keeping the schools on Satterdays in the afternoon, and
the masters not to be allowed an3^ thing for their time on
publick days unlefs they keep the school

Voted to pafs over the fifth article in the warrant for

the prefent

Voted to let out the Saxton befinefs at Vendue to take

care of the meeting houfe

Voted & chose M*" Thomas Eaton, M"" John Thurston

Jur & M"- Tim? Garfield to be a committee to let out the
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Saxton befmefs at Vendue to the lowest bidder at the

same time & place as the Collectorfliip and report to the

Town at the adjornment

Voted to let out the Poor at Vendue by Committee to

the lowest bidder at the same time & place as the Col-

lectorfhip and those that bids them of to take them to Idc

accountable the same as last year and make report at the

adjornment,

Voted that the Committee confist of Nine, and then

Voted & chofe Daniel Putnum Esqr W Paul Wetherbee

M*" Jo^ Polly Lieu^ Edward Durant, Deacon Kendol Bou-

tell, M"" Jonas Marfliall ]\x\ Doc^ Jonas Marfliall, Lieu* Seth

Phillips, & M'' Jon? Low Jun^ and make their report at

the adjornment.

Voted that the Swine run at large under the regula-

tion of the Law.
Voted to chufe a Comriiittee to settle with the Treaf-

urer and make report at the adjornment

Voted & chose Mr Reuben Smith, Israel Turner Esq^

& M"" John Thurston Ju': to be a Committee to Settle

with the Treafurer and make their report at the adjorn-

ment
Voted and chose W\ Ephr Kimboll to take care of the

burying Ground dig Graves &c, when needed

Voted to adjorn this meeting untill four oClock this

afternoon then to meet at Mr David Boutells.

At four oClock The town meet according to adjorn-

ment and opened the meeting

Voted to chufe a committee and for them to report to

the Town at the adjornment of this meeting the best

method for repairing the South County road leading from

Leominfter to Westminfter being the Post road from Bos-

ton to Keen.

[Ill] Voted that the Committee confist of three, then

Voted & chofe Mv Abraham Willard, M^ Tho*' Cowdin
& M*" Paul Wetherbee to be a committee for the above
purpose and report to the Town at the adjornment.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the third munday of

this present month at one oClock in the afternoon then

to meet at the meeting houfe in said Town.
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March 17^?^ 1800 The Town meet according to ad-

jornment & opened the meeting being the 3'"'' munday of

March.

The committee appointed to settle with the Treafurer

made report as follows (viz)

The committee Chofe to settle with the Treafurer Find

clue to the Town of Fitchburg (viz)

Due from Daniel Wetherbee Collector for 1797 $26.. 66..

9

Due from S. Harrifs Junr Collector for 1798 . 264.. 32..

8

Due from D. Hodgskins Collector for 1798 . . 469.. 30..

9

Due from D. Hodgskins Collector for 1799 . . 449. .11. .5

Due from D. Hodgskins Collector for 1799 . . 142. .19..

8

Due from A. Goodridge Collector for 1799 . . 680.. 99. .4

A note given by the Reverend J. Payson Dated
Nov: 1799 42..07..0

Due on a note Given by William Brown prin-

fable 3..11..0

a note Given by D. Wetherbee Nov': 21^* 1796
Princable 36..38..0

a note Given by P. Allen Ocf 2".'' 1797 . . 10..42..0

a note Given by Majr J. Goodridge OctV V''^

1797 22..51..0

a note given by Capt Afaph Goodridge Ocf
2\^> 1797 13..09..0

Due on a note given b^^ J. Upton 1..54.,0

Due on a note given by Cap* J. Burnap . . 22..29..0

Due the Towns propotion old meeting houfe . 68..00..0

a note given by David Gibson 2..00,.0

Money now in the treafurers hands .... 17..50..0

Vouchers now in the Treafurers hands for

inonys paid the Reverend Saml' Worcester 98. .02..

4

2369. .54..

7

An account of what the Town of Fitchburg is In-

debted

Due to Peter Town $500.. 00. .0

Due to Jonathan Smith 220.. 00..

Due to Seth Phillips 129..00..0

Due to Blany Phillips 35. .54..

8



188 The Old Records of the

Due to Ebn': Thurston 157..00..0

Due to the Reverend S. Woreester 333.. 33..

Due the School money 500.. 00..

Due the money lent to E. Kimboll 100.. 00..

Due to defra\' Town charges 300..00..0

2274.. 87..

8

Fitchburg March 7*'^ 1800
Reuben Smith

|

Israel Turner \ Committee
John Thurston Jr. j

EbnV Thurston Treafurer.

[112] Voted that Jonathan Low Junr Samuel Harrifs,

Joseph Downe Jun^ & Amos Farce four of the highwa3^

Surveyors for the present year, be directed to take their

Several Deftricts on the New County road from Leomin-
fter line to Westminfter line to work with their deftricts

agreable to directions to be given b^^ the Affefsors in their

tax bill and the work to be done by the first of June next

Voted to chufe a committeeman to superintend and in-

fpect the work done on the New County road from Leom-
infter line to Westminfter line & see that the road is put in

repair by the fifth of June next & further to see that the

road is kept in repair through the season it being the

Fost road from Leominfter to Keen
Voted & chose M"" Faul Wetherbee a Committeeman

for the above purpose

Voted to raise Five hundred dollars to defray Neceffar3'

charges.

The committee appointed to let out the Saxton bcfi-

nefs (viz) to take care of the meeting houfe made their re-

port as follows (viz)

S"-*^ March 1800 4 oClock afternoon

The committee appointed to let out the taking care of

the meeting houfe for one year, the person who takes it

is to keep it clean and decent, Shovel the Snow of the

door Stons on Sunday morning, if an^' on them and was
set up to the lowest bidder

And was bid of to Mr Aaron Eaton at Seventeen shil-

lings & sixpenc . 17/G for taking care of the meeting houfe

Tho^ Eaton pT order.
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Voted to accept this report.

The committee appointed to let out the Towns poor

at Vendue made their report as follows (viz)

3'.^ March 1800 4- oClock

The committee appointed to let out the Towns Poor

to the lowest bidder and them that bid them off to be

anfwable for their behavour Efpecially Smith & Upton the

same as Useal, or last year.

Set up Ephraim Smith to the lowest bidder p^ y'' weak
agreable to the above conditions, And bid of to M*" Stephen

Sawin at two shillings & four pence p'' weak for the year

and in propotion if he should not lieve the year out.

Set up- Oliver Upton to the lowest bidder pT weak
agreable to the above conditions And bid of to Cap^ Jona-

than Wood at Three shillings & eight pence p": weak for

the 3'ear, or in propotion if he should not lieve out the

year.

Sut up Alary Wares to the lowest bidder p'' weak for

the time the person bids her of shall support her, and so

in propotion if she should not lieve out the year.

And bid of to Jacob Jaquith at live pence p^ weak.

Sut up Benj^ Danforth to the lowest bidder pV weak
by the year or untill he shall be provided for otherways
from the time the said Danforth shall be obliged to be

supported by said Town of Fitch burg And Ijid of To
Deacon Kendol Boutell at two shillings & six pence p^

w^eak agreable to the above conditions.

Daniel Putnam pV cn'der.

Voted to accept the above report.

[113] 3"' March 1800. -1 oClock in the afternoon

agreable to appointment
The committee that was chosen to let out the Collect-

orfhip to the lowest bidder the bidders to bring two
bondfmen each to the acceptance of the Town,

Sut up the South side of the Town upon the hundred
pound on the above conditions

Bid of to Ezra Ritter at Twenty hve shillings & six

pence upon the hundred pound
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Set up the North side of the Town upon the hvindred

pounds upon the above conditions

Bid of to Capt Jonathan Wood at Twenty live shil-

lings & three pence upon the hundred pound, ....
Afa f'erry p"" order

Voted to accept the above report

Voted to adjorn this meeting to Mv David Boutells

their to meet in half an hour from this time.

The Town meet according to adjornment t\: the meet-

ing opened

Voted to accept of MV Afa Perry & W\ Joshua Parce

as bondsmen for Cap* Jon^^ Wood as Collector for the

North side of the Town the year Enfuing.

Voted to accept of Mr David Pratt & NP Daniel

Wetherbee as bondsmen for M*" Abijah Goodridgc as col-

lector for the South side of the Town the year Enfuing.

Voted & chofe Cap* Jon? Wood Collector for the

North side of the Town the A'ear Enfuing

Voted & chose Mr Abijah Goodridgc Collector for the

south side of the Town the year Enfuing. & it is expected

he is to have same sum upon the hundred pound for col-

lecting as Ezra Ritter bid it of for which was 25/G upon
the hundred pound.

Voted & chofe M'; Abijah Goodridgc Conltable for the

year Enfuing

Voted & chofe M"; Amos Ordway Conltable for the

year Enfuing

voted to difsolve this meeting

Afa Perry Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worccflcr, fs. To cither of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg within said County Greeting.

These are in Name of the Commonwealth of

^^
"^.^ Maffachufetts to require you in due conse of Law

^^ '^^Z to notify and warn all the male Inhabitants of s"?

Town being free and Twenty one ^-ears of age

haveing a freehold of an Eftate within the Commonwealth
of the Annual income of three pounds or an3' Rateable
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proper!}' to the Value of Sixt}^ pounds to aflemble and
meet at the meeting houfe on Munday the Seventh Day of

April next at three oClock P: M. and when meet, then

and their to give in their votes to the Seleetmen who shall

preside at said meeting for the following refpectives offieers

(viz)

F(jr a Govenor, Lieu^ Govenor, and Senators & Coun-
fellors agreable to the Conflitution and laws of this Com-
monwealth.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before s*? day
and time above mentioned, Given under our hands and
Seals at Fitchburg this Seventeenth day of March A. D.

1800.
John Thurston Ju*: |

John Farwell ^Selectmen
Phinehas Brown J

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Male Inhabitants of twenty one 3^ears of age to meet at

the time and plaee and place and for the purpose within

mentioned

Fitchburg 7^.^ April 1800. Amos Urdway Conllable

[114] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg affembled on munday the 7^'* day of

April 1800 being the first munday in said month tor the

purpose of chufing A Govenor, Ivieu*^ Govenor, Senators &
Counfellors

The meeting being opened and votes, call^ for in order,

counted & Sorted, & declaration made as follows (viz)

Govenor
For His Honour Mofes Gill 1

The Honorable Elbridge Gerr^- 64
The Honorable Caleb Strong 12

Leiu^ Govenor
For His Honour Mofes Gill 22

The Honorable W"? Heath 38
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Senators & Counfellors

For The Honorable Elijah Bri^diani 19

The Honbl Salem Town 21

The Honbl Josiah Stearns 19

Benj« Kimboll Esq-: 19
Benj? Reed Esqr 35
The Honbl Jon^^ Warner 05
Mofes White Esq": 32
The Honbl Levi Lineoln 18

Col? Charles Cushing 32
Silas Cutler Esq"" 13

Joseph Fox Esq"" 21

The Honb' Jo^ Stone 35
Tho« Hale Esq'' 01

John Thurston Jun'. j

John Fiirwell
J
Selectmen

Phinehas Brown
J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter: fs To cither of the Conllables of the Town
of Fitchburg within said Count^^ Greeting

These are in the name of the Commonwealth

)c !i\
^^^ Maffachufetts to require 3'ou in due corse of

^^^ ^,^ Law to notify- and warn all the free holders and
other Inhabitants of said Town quallified by Law

to vote in Town meetings to affemble and meet at the

meeting houfe in said Town on munda^' the 7^? day of

April next at two oClock P. M. and when meet then and
their to act on the following articles (viz)

first To chufe a Aloderator to Govern said meeting.

2ly To see if the Town will chufe a committee to

meafure off the Land that was pofsefsed b\' the Town to

give AP Joseph Fenno a Deed of or act any thing theiron

as they shall think proper

31^ To see if the Town will except of an agrement
made by M*" Abraham Willard & Mr Benjf Kemp refpect-

ing a road that has ben in dispute between them or act

any thing theiron as they shall think propper ....
4-'>' To see if the Town will Sell the remainder of their

Land that lies below the road it being the fouth side of
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the Land s'' Town bought of Mv Boynton or act an3^

, thing thciron avS they as they shall think propper

[115] Hereof fail not and make return of this war-

rant with your doings theiron to sum one of us on or be-

fore said day and time above mentioned. Given under our

hands & Seals at Fitchburg this Seventeenth day of

March A. D. 1800
t u tu ^ t r ^John i hurston Jun*:

j

John Farwell [Selectmen
Phinehas Brown j

Perfuant to the within I have notifyed the free holders

& other Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg to meet

at the time and place and for the purpose within men-
tioned

Fitchburg 7*^ April 1800 Amos Ordway Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on mundaj^ the Tt'' day of April 1800.

Vj Voted & chose Maj": Benj> Marfhall Moderator.
Voted to chufe a Committee to meafure off the Land

that the Town voted to give M'' Joseph Fenno in order

that he may have a Deed.

Voted to chufe One as a Committee for the above pur-

pose

Voted to have two more added to the Committee . . .

Voted & chose M': Tho! Cowdin M'' John Thurston

Jun": & M"" Reuben Smith be a Committee for the above
purpose

Voted that the Committee be directed to meafure off

the land for M*" Fenno where it will be the least damage
to the Town for the remainder of the land h^ing on the

South side of the road,

Voted to accept of the agreement between Mr Abra-

ham Willard & Mr Benj^ Kemp which is as follows, viz

A memorandam of an agreement between Mr Abraham
Willard & M"" Benj-? Kemp this day agreed to Novf 18!^

1799 viz The said Kemp is to give twenty eight rods of

Land to the Town of Fitchburg for a road & he is to

move his fence from off the same, said road begins at the

14
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North east corner of said Kemps land & runing West
twenty eight rods in length & one rod in bredth on the

town road & the said Willard is to give the said Kemp
eight shillings & four pence in confideration for the above
mentioned road for the above purpose. This we firmly

agree to as witnefs our hands, the above mentioned fence

is to be moved off from the afore said road in one month
from this date by the said Kemp

Fitchburg Nov-: 18**^ 1799 Abraham Willard

Beni^ Kemp
Attest Tho*? Cowdin

Joseph Polly

Benj? Marfhall

Voted to give One shilling pV head for Crows this

present year that shall be killed in the bounds of Fitch-

liurg

Voted that the Town Treafurer be directed to pay one

shilling p^ head for crows to any person or persons that

shall present them provided the Treafurer is SatifBed that

the Crows prefented ware kilh^ in the limits of the Town.
Voted to sell the remainder of the Towns land upon

the South side of the road bought of Tho** Boynton over

and above what has ben voted to give to M"" Joseph
Fenno,

Voted that the Committee that was chosen to meaf-

ure off the land for Joseph Fenno be directed to meafure of

the remainder of the land upon the south side the road.

Voted that the Committee that is chosen to meafure

off Joseph Fenno^ land be requested to view the Land
and report to the Town the next Town meeting their

oppinnion whether it is best to alter the road on the land

bought of Tho^ Boynton or not,

Voted to reconfider the vote refpecting selling the

remainder of the Towns land upon the South side of the

road bought of Tho^ Boynton
Voted to add two to the above Committee
Voted & chose M*- Afa Perry & M-" Al^raham Willard

to be added to the Committee
[IIG] Voted to adjorn this meeting to the 2"'' tusday

of ma^^ next at 3 OClock in the afternoon at this place.
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Tusday 13^1' May 1800 The Town meet according to

adjornment
Voted to accept the report of the Committee refpect-

ing meafuring of the land that the Town proposed to

Deed to Joseph Fenno and sum other perfons together

with a Plan of the land, lielonging to the Town which

report is as follows (viz)

We your committee appointed by the Town have

attended the befmefs and beg leave to report that we had

laid of the land for M'' Jo^ Fenno on the south side of

the towns land likewise it is our oppinnion that the road

ought not to be altered, The plans of the land we shall

Exhibit with this report pT order . . Tho^ Cowdin
Fitchburg April 11*^ 1800

Voted to Sell at Publick Vendue to the highest bidder

the remainder of the land (besides what Joseph Fenno is

to have a Deed off) viz what is upon the South Side of

the road bought of Tho*: Boynton.

It was moved and Seconed, and put to vote to see if

the Town will sell the Towns Land that that they own
upon the South fide the road bought of Tho? Boynton,

And it pafs^ in the Negative.

meeting defolved. Benj?^ Marfliall Moderator

Joseph Town Clerk.

Worcefter. fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg within said County Greeting.

^^ , These are in the name of the Commonwealth

/Q .i\
°^ Maffachufetts to require 3'ou in due corse of

^^
'

^ Law to notify and warn idl the free holders and

other Inhabitants of said Town Quallified by Law
to vote in town meetings to affemble and meet at the

meeting houfe on Tusday the thirteenth day of may next

at One oClock P: M. and when mett to act on the fol-

lowing articles viz

first To chuse a Moderator to Govern said meeting

21^ To see what method the Town will take to repair

the great Bridge near Maj"; Goodridge? or act any thing

theiron as they shall think propper.
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3'7 To see if the Town will make any further repairs

upon the school houfes or act an3' thing theiron as they

shall think propper
4'7 To see if the Town will make any confideration

to Cap^ Burbank, for money said Burbank, says he

advanced for Amos Darby taxes while he was Collector

over and above what he rec^

51^ To see if the Town will fence the burying ground
in the West part of said Towm of Fitchburg or act any
thing theiron as they shall think propper.

6'7 To see if the Town will ec|uipt every Soldier in

said Town with Powder and Ball as the Militia Law di-

rects or act anything theiron as they shall think prop-

jicr agreable to order of MajV Marftiall and others . . .

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

day and time above mentioned. Given under our hands &
Seals at Fitchburg this twenty second day of April A. D.

1800 John Thurston Ju'' )

John Farwell /Selectmen.
Phinehas Brown J

[117] May ISt^^ 1800
Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

freeholders and inhabitants of said Town Ouallified as the

Law directs to meet at time & place and for the purpose

within mentioned .... Abijah Goodridge Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affeml^led on tusday the 13*^ day of May 1800.

I'.y Voted & chose Israel Turner Esqr Moderator.

Voted to repair the Bridge nigh Majr Goodridge*!

Voted to Chufe a committee to repair the Bridge nigh

AlajV Goodridge^ as they shall think l^est and most for

the Interest of the Town
Voted that the Committee conlist of three.

Voted and chose Israel Turner Esq": Mr Afa Perry

MajT John Goodridge to be a committee for the above
purpose.

Voted that the Selectmen make the school houfes that
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are complained off by finishing them, Eaquel to the school

houfes, that was built the year before last, excepting pitt-

ing in stoves, and luring in their account to the Town for

allowance.

Voted to abate One years tax of Cap^ Samuel Bur-

bank in confequence of his lofs that he made while Col-

lector, for taxes he had against Amos Darby deces*? which

he has not collected as Burbank says

Voted to chufe a Committee, to take a Deed in behalf

of the Town of Fitchburg of one Acre of Land belonging

to M^ Jacob Upton for a burying yard and when the Com-
mittee has got a Deed to Wall in the yard Eaqual to

what wall they have now begun.

Voted that the Committee confist of three

Voted & chofe Mr Reul)en Smith Mr Amos Putnam &
Maj^ Benj? Marfliall and make report to the Town the

expence for allowance.

Voted to Equipt every Soldier in the Town of Fitch-

burg with Powder, Ball & flints as the Millitia Law^ di-

rects, and that the Selectmen be requested to procure it in

their care untill further order of the Town.
Israel Turner Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter : fs : To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg within said County Greeting

,r^ ,, You are hereby required in the name of the
( Seal

)

^
' Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and warn

J„ ^ the Male Inhabitants of said Town being twenty

One years of age and refident in said Town for

the space of one year next proceeding having a freehold

Eftate within said town of the Anual income of three

pounds or any Eftate to the value of Sixty pounds, to

meet at the meeting houfe in said Town on tusday the

thirteenth day of May next at three oClock P: M: for the

purpose of chusing a person to Reprefent them at the

General Court appointed to be convened and held at Bos-

ton on the last Wednesday of may, hereof fail not and

make return of this warrant with your doings theiron to

Sum one of us at or before the above date Given under
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our hands & seals at Fitchburg this twenty Seeond da^^

of April 1800. John Thurston Ju": ]

John Farwell
J
Selectmen

Phinehas Brown
J

May 13^1^ 1800
Persuant to the within warrant I duly notified the

Male Inhabitants of said Town quallified as the Law di-

rects to meet at the time and place and for the purpose

within mentioned Abijah Goodridge Conftable

[118] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg affembled on tusday the 13*^ day of

May 1800—in order to chuse a Reprefentative,

The meeting oppened & the Town voted to adjorn for

half an hour
The town mett according to adjornment

It was motioned & seconded and the Vote put to see

if the Town would chufe a Representative to Reprefent

them in General Court this present year, And it pafs in

the Negative John Thurston JunT
)

John Farwell /Selectmen
Phinehas Brown J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg within said county, Greeting.

„ ,. Your are hereby required in the name of the

^^
''

^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notif3' and
warn the Male inhabitants of said Town being

twenty one years of age and having a freehold of Eftate

within the deftrict of the annual income of three pounds
or any Eftate to the value of Sixty pounds to meet at the

meeting houfe on munday the ?>\^ day of NovY next at One
oClock P. M. for the purpose of giving in their vote for a
Federal Reprefentative agreable to an act of the Common-
w^ealth, Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant
with your doings thereon to sum one of us on or before

said day and time above mentioned, given under our

hands & seal at Fitchburg this sixteenth da\^ of of Oct^

A. D. 1800. John Thurston Jun-: \ o„i...„,„„
John Farwell /

Selectmen
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Persuant to the within I have notified the Inhabitants

to meet at the time and place and for the purpose within

mentioned

Fitchburg Oct": 20*^ 1800 Amos Ordway Conrtable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afferabled on munday the 3r^ day of Novr 1800

for the purpose of chusing a reprefentative for the second

middle Deftrict of the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to

reprefent us in the Congrefs of the United States the town
being affembled and the votes called for and brought in

counted & Sorted and declaration made of the persons

voted for and was as follows viz.

For the Honorable Joseph B. Varnam 56

For the Honorable Timothy Bigelow 7

John Thurston JuT ]

John Farwell ^-Selectmen

Phinehas Brown j

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[119] Worcefter, fs. to either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg in said County Greeting.

These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^^
'

^ of Maffachufetts to require yon in due corfe of Law
to notif3' and warn all the freeholders and other

Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg quallified by Law
to vote in Town meetings to aflemble and meet at the

meeting houfe in said Town on the first munday of Novl

next at two oClock P. M. and when meet to act on the

following articles (viz)

lly To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting

2'7 To see if the Town will chufe an agent or agents

to meet in convention at Templeton refpecting a Divifion

of the County agreable to a circular letter

31^ To see if the Town will purchase a convenient

peice of land for a burying yard or act any thing theiron

as they shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to Sum one of us at or before said
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day and time above mentioned given under our hands

seals at Fitchburg this sixteenth day of OctV AD. 1800

John Thurston Jun-: \ selectmen
John Farwell

j

Persuant to the within I have notified the freeholders

and other inhabitants to meet at the time and place and

for the purposes within mentioned.

Fitchburg Oct": 20, 1800 Amos Ordway Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on monday the 3'!'^ day of Novr 1800

the meeting opened.

V? Voted & chofe M": Afa Perry Moderator
2'-^ It being motioned & seconed to send an agent to

attend a conventioned refpecting forming a new County

in the County of Worcester to meet at Joshua Wrights in

Templeton on y^ 6*?* Inf* in confequence of receiving a cir-

cular letter from Several Gentlemen from Several Towns
and it pafsed in the affirmative

Voted to chufe Israel Turner Es(iV to attend the Con-

vention

Voted to chufe a committee to view and see if they

can find a convenient place for a burying yard and find

the Conditions, and report at sum futer meeting

Voted that the committee confsist of five

Voted & chofe Cap* Will"^ Brown M": John Farwell

Capt Edward Durant M'- Eph™ KimboU Mv David Boutell

& committee for the above purpofe

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Afa Perry Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[120] Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftables of

the Town of Fitchburg within said County . . Greeting

These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^
'

^
of Maflachufetts to require you in due corse of

^
'

^ Law to notify and warn all the free holders and
' other Inhal^itants of said Town Quallified by Law

to vote in Town meetings to aflemble and meet at the
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meeting houfe on thursday the Eleventh day of December

next at one oClock P. M. and when meet to act on the

following articles (viz)

first To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting

2^7 To see what order the Town will take upon an

order from the General Court upon a Petition of a num-

ber of the Inhabatants of the Town of Fitchburg with

others refpecting a poole parish and act any thing theiron

as they shall think propper

31^ To see what order the Town will take upon the

proceeding of the Convention that set at Templetown on

the sixth of November Inftant and act any thing theiron

as tlie}^ shall think propper

4'/ To see if the Town will take a bond of James

Mace for the maintenance and Support of his Mother

Sarah Mace, or act any thing theiron as they shall think

propper.

51^ To see if the Town will here and except the

report of the Committee chofen to view for a peice of

Land for a burying yard and act any thing theiron as

they shall think propper

&J To see if the Towm will make any confideration

to M.\ Daniel Steward for a Clock he put into the meet-

ing houfe

T7 To see if the Town will abate MV Samuel Berrys

& M*" George Woods taxes for the two last years past or

any part theirof.

8'7 To see if the Town will make an^^ further repairs

to the school houfes or act any thing theiron as they

shall think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

day and time above mentioned Given under our hands &
Seals at Fitchburg this Twenty fifth day of November AD.

1800 John Thurston Junr \

John Farwell \ Selectmen
Phinehas Brown J

Persuant to the within I have notified the freeholders

and other Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg to meet

at the time and place within mentioned

December \V^ 1800 Amos Ordwav Conflable
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[131] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg afsembled on thursday the 11*'' da}- of

December 1800
l«t Voted & chose M^: Paul Wetherbee Moderator.

2'7 Voted to pafs over the 2".'^ article in the warrant

for the present

Voted to chufe Israel Turner Esq': to attend the Con-

vention at Templeton on munday next refpecting forming

a new County, and make report of the proceedings of the

Convention at the next Town meeting

Voted to chufe a committee to draw up Inftructions

to give to our agent that is chofen to go to Templeton

refpecting forming a new County
Voted to chufe five as a committee for the above pur-

pose

Voted & chose Joseph Fox Daniel Putnam Esq^ M^
David Boutell, Cap* W™ Brown & Doc* Peter Snow to

be the committee.

Voted that the Selectmen be impow^ered to settle the

befinefs of the 4*^ article in the warrant wnth M'' James

Mace refpecting the maintenance of his Mother M":* Sarah

Mace
Voted to except the report of the Committee that

was appointed to look out a piece of Land Sutable for a

burying yard and find what price the Land can be pur-

chased at, which report is as follows (viz) and was a

verbal report. The Land in the oppinion of the Commit-

tee that is most Sutable is Situated & lyes nigh Mr
Blaneys and is a part of M': Blanys Land and part of M""

Ephr Kindolls Land, that part proposed to take of off

M'' Blanys he will sell at Fifteen dollars p': Acre after he

has taken the Wood off, and Kindolls at twenty dollars

pr acre and he to take the wood off, and was reported

by Capr Durant one of the Committee.

Voted that the Committee that made this report be a

committee to purchafe the piece or pieces of Land and

take a Deed in behalf of the Town
Voted that the Town Treafurer be added to the Com-

mittee to purchase the land for the burying ground and

that the Treafurer pay for the Land or give Security in

behalf of the Town for the amount
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Voted to pafs over the Sixth article in the warrant
Voted to abate Samuel Berrys rates in the hands of

Mr Ezra Ritter for the years 1799 and 1800.

Voted to abate Mr George Woods poole tax in the

hands of Mr Ezra Ritter for the two last years.

Voted that the Selectmen be a committee to put the

school houfes in repair Sufficient to keep the schools in

and make report to the Tow^n the expence for allowance.

Voted to chuse an Agent to attend the General Court
on the third Thursday of the Seffion of the Court which
shall be holden next after the first day of January in the

year 1801 agreable to Notification from said Court to

shew caufe Why the Prayer of a number of Petitioners

from the Towns of Fitchburg, Westminfler, Ashburnham
& Ashby for a Poole Parish should not be granted and
for the agent to do what shall appear to him to be rea-

fonable to prevent the Petitioners obtaining a Pool Par-

ish agreable to their request.

Voted & chose Daniel Putnum Esq'' an agent for the

above purpose

Voted to chufe a Committee to remonftate in the name
of the Town to the General Court to furnish the agent
with a Defence to oppose the Petitioners in obtaining their

request for a Poole Parish.

[1^3] Voted to chufe three as a committee
Voted & chofe Joseph Fox Doc^ Peter Snow^ & M*"

John Thurston JuT

Voted to take up the 6^^ article in the warrant which
has ben voted to be pafs'^ over

Voted to chufe a committee to treat with M*" Daniel

Steward refpecting his puting a Clock into the meeting
houfe and the Circumflances of his Encoragement to put
it up and make their report to the Town at sum futer

meeting

Voted to chufe three as a Committee
Voted & chofe Deacon Boutell M"" Ephr Kimboll &

Cap* Ed? Durant a committee for the above purpose
Voted to difsolve this meeting

Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk
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The following is a Divifion of the school

the year 1800 as made by the Selectmen (viz)

M': David Boutell for deftrict

M"" Elifha Chamberlin for

Mr Kendol Boutell for

Mr Daniel Harrifs for

Mr David Bawldin for

Mr Jabez Saw3^er for

Cap^ James Cowdin for

Mr Elijah Macintire for

Mr Abraham Farwell for D?

Daniel Putnam Esq^ for

Mr Joseph Holt for

for

arict
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3'/ To see if the Town will abate Abraham Maces
taxes for the year 1796 & 1797 that was delivered to

David Hodgskins to collect or any part theirof.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

Day and time above mentioned. Given under our hands
& Seals at Fitchburg this twelfth Day of January AD.
1801. John Thurston Jun': \ e^,_tmen

John Farwell |

Selectmen

Persuant to the within I have notified the free holders

and other Inhabitants to meet at time and place within

mentioned Amos Ordwa^^ Conftable

Fitchburg January 2T^ 1801

At a legal meeting of the Inhal^itants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on tusday the 27^^^ day of January
1801.

Voted & chose Maj'." Benj-? Marfliall Moderator
It was motioned «& seconded to see if the Town would

chufe a committee to confer with the Petitioners that re-

quest a Pool parish in order to know what they would
wish for. A vote was call*^ for, & it pafs*? in the Negative.

It was motioned & seconded to see if the Town would
would difannul all former votes refpecting opposing the

Petitioners for a Pool parish ; The vote was call"? for and
pafs"? in y*: Negative.

It was motioned & Seconded to see if the Town will

vote that those persons that are of a defirent Sentement
with M^ Worcester their propotionable part of the meet-

ing houfe on Sundays according to their taxes in order to

attend upon publick worshop. The vote being put and it

pafs"? in the affirmative.

Voted to abate Abraham Mace'r rates for the year
1797 that are not paid in David Hodgskins hands

Voted to reconfider the vote refpecting giving those

persons that are of a defirent Sentement with M": Worces-
ter their propotional^le part of the meeting house on Sun-

days in order to worshop in on Sundays, And Hkewise to

disannul all former votes refpecting opposing the Pool
parish.
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Voted to difsolve this meeting

Benj£ Marfliall Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[l'.e4] Worcefter : fs. To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg within said County . . . Greeting

These are in the name of the Commonwealth
^' ^ ^ of Maffachufetts to require you in due corse of Law

^ ^ to notify and warn all the freeholders and other
^ Inhabitants of said Town Quallified b^^ Law to

vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the meet-

ing house on Munday the twenty third day of this inftant

February at One OClock. P. M. and when meet to act on

the following articles (viz)

1':'^ To chufe a Moderator to Govern said meeting

2\y To see if the Town will chufe a Committee to

hold a conference with the greived parties in regard to

their Religious Sentements and if need be with the Revend

M'' Worcester or act any thing theiron as they shall

think propper
3'7 To see if the Town will grant those persons of a

defirent denomination from the Reverend Samuel Worces-

ter the meeting houfe their propotion of the Sundays

according to the tax they pa^^ or act any thing theiron

as they shall think propper

4'7 To see if the Town will leive out of their ailes-

ment for the tax to the Reverend Mr Worcester all those

persons that form themfelves into a Religious Society and

make it known to the Town at the Annual meeting in

March by giving in their names, or act any thing theiron

as they shall think propper

5'7 To see if the Town will vote off all the Inhabi-

tants in the Northwest part of the Town of Fitchburg

who wishes to be set off as a Town agreable to a plan

formerly drawn b}^ Some of the Inhabitants of the Towns
of Fitchburg, Westminfter, Ashburnham & Ashb^- or act

any thing theiron as they shall think propper ....
Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to Some one of us on or before said

day and time above mentioned given under our hands
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and Seals at Fitchbur<4 this second day of Februar^^ A: D:
1801. John Thurston Jun*;

)

John Farwell \ Selectmen
Phinehas Brown

J

Fitchburg February 20*^ 1801
Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

freeholders and other Inhabitants of said Town quallified

to vote in Town meetings as the Law directs to meet at

time & place and for the purpose within mentioned
Abijah Goodridge Conflable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 23'"'^ day of February
1801.

Voted & chose Cap^ Edward Durant moderator
Voted to pafs over the Second article in the warrant
Voted to Grant those persons that are of a defirent

denomanation from the Revend Samuel Worcester the

meeting houfe their propotion of the Sundays according

to the tax they pay
Voted to leive out of the affesment of the tax for the

future to the Revend M^ Worcester all those persons that

form themfelves into a religious [125] Society and make
it known to the Town at the Annual meeting in March
by giving in their names

Voted to pafs over the fifth article in the warrant.
It was moved & vSeconded to see if the Town will ad-

jorn this meeting for one hour in order for the minority
to lodge in the Towns hands their protest against the

proceedings of this meeting. The vote being put it pafs"?

in the Negative

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Edward Durant Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Fitchburg Feby 23 1801

We the Subscribers being inhabitant.s of vSaid town and being the

minority in a town meeting held in Said Fitchburg on this Day and

*This document, which bears on the reverse an attested copy of that portion
of the minutes of the meeting of February 23, ISOl, which records action rela-

tinj? to Kev. Mr. Worcester, furnished by Joseph Fox, Town Clerk, is affixed to
page 124.
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prelent when the Within Vots was Paft and Vowing them as being in

open Viohition of the Contract that the town made with the Reverend

Samuel Worcefter at his Settlement in the mineftry in this place and also

an obstruction against him in fulfilling his mineftereal office according

to his Sollomn Charge hereby Enter our proteft against the procedings

of the town in refpect to the Vots past in town meeting this Day and

requeft that this our protest ma^- be fild and recorded in the town

Clerks office in this town
Kendal Boutell

Nehemiah Fuller

Phinehas Brown
John Thurston Ju^

John Farwell

EphE Kimball

Jon£ Lowe
Joseph Low
Mofes Hale

John Putnam
Amof Sheldon

Samuel Harris

Ezra Ritter

Simeon Farwell

Consider Turner

Benjamin Fuller

Phinehas Allen

Daniel Putnam
Ebeni" Thurston

Aaron Eaton
Seth Phillips

John Farwell Jnr

Kendal Boutell Jur

Afaph Boutell

Jabez Sawyer
Elipt Perley

Jeremiah Kinsman
Thomas Mefsinger

Calvin Mefsinger

John Thurfton

WorcCvSter. fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg within Said County Greeting

These are in the name of the Commonw^ealth of

^^^ ^ Mafsachufetts to require you in due corse of Law,

^ n to notif)' & warn a verbal meeting of all the free-

,X ',, holders & other Inhabitants of said Town ciualli-
(oeal)

fied l3y Law to vote in Town meeting to meet &
afsemble at the meeting houfe on munday this second day
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of March at three of the Clock P. M. and when meet to

act on the following articles, viz.

First to chufe a moderator to govern said meeting

Secondly To see if the Town wall direct the Affefsors

or any other Sutable Persons to propotion the number of

Sunda3^s, to those persons who are of a defirent Sentement
from the Rev*? Samuel Worcester agreable to a vote of the

Town pafs'd on the 23^*^ day of February' last or act any
thing theiron.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant, to

some one of us with your doing on said da3% given under

our hands & Seals at Fitchburg this Second day of March
A. D. One thoufand eight hundred and one.

Israel Turner
|

Reu1)en Smith
I o i j-

t:, , o / Selectmen
Peter Snow

[

Abijah Goodridgej

Persuant to the within I have notified the freeholders

and other Inhabitants to meet at the time and place for

the purpose within mentioned
March 2"^ 1801 Amos Ordwav Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Tow^i of

Fitchburg affembled on the 2"^ day of' March 1801
Voted & chose M^ Amos Ordway Moderator
Voted that the affefsors propotion the Sundays for

those to improve the meeting houfe that are of a defirent

denomemation from the Rev^ MT Worcester and make their

report at next Town meeting.

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Amos Ordway Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

the reafon this meeting was recorded before the March
meeting, was becaufe the March meeting w^as not finished

but adjorned to April meeting J. F. T. C

[15i(>] Worcester, fs. To either the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting
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/c. \\
^ow are hereby required in the name of the

,c^^ 1 Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify & warn
(oeal)
^„ ' Verbally all the Inhabitants quallified by Law to

^ ^ vote for a Reprefentative to meet at the meeting

houfe on munday the sixth day of April inftant to

give in their Votes for a County Treafurer & Register of

Deeds Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant
with your doing theiron on said day. Given under our

hands & Seals at Fitchburg this sixth day of April 1801.

To chufe a moderator to count & Sort the Votes

Israel Turner
j

Reuben Smith Uelectmen
Peter Snow (

Joseph Polly
)

Persuant to the within warrant I have duly notified

the Inhabitants of said Town quallified as within men-

tioned to meet at time & place «& for the purpose within

mentioned. Abijah Goodridge Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg aflembled on munday the 6*^^ day of April 1801
for the purpose of giving in their votes for a county

Treafurer and County Register and after counting & sort-

ing the Votes by Doc* Peter Snow who was chofen mod-
erator and likewise to count and Sort the votes their

appeared to be as follows (viz)

County Treafurer County Register

For Mr Samuel Allen 66 For Col? Daniel Clap 47

Peter Snow Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[127] Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftables of

the T(jwn of Fitchburg with said County . . Greeting

. These are in the name of the Commonwealth

^ ^ of MafTachutts to require you in due corse of Law

^ ^ to notify and warn all the freeholders and other

inhabitants of said Town quallified by Law to

vote in Town meetings to meet and affemble at the meet-
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ing houfe on monday the Second day of March next at

nine oClock in the morning and when mett to act on the

following articles (viz)

1^* To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting.

2'7 To chufe a Town Clerk, Town treafurer, Select-

men and other Town officers as the Law directs and act

any thing in regard to chufing collectors as the^^ may
think propper

3'y To see what sum of money the Town will raise

to support the Revend M^ Worcester the year enfuing.

4'7 To see what sum of money the Town will raise

to support the schools the 3'ear infuing and act any thing

theiron as they shall think propper
5'7 To see what sum or sums of money the Town

will raife to pay the Towns Debts and other necefsary

charges the year infuing . . . . .

6*?^ To see what sum or sums of money the Town
will raife to repair their highways and liridges the prefent

3^ear

7'/ To see what method the Town will take to sup-

port their poor the year infuing and act any thing their-

on as they shall think propper

8ly To see if the Town will chufe a committee to set-

tle with the Town treafurer

917 To see if the Town will vote the Swine to run

at Large under the regulation of the Law
10'7 To see if the Town will abate Abraham Maces

taxes for the years 1798 & 1799. which is in the hands
of My Ezra Ritter or any part theirof

ll'y To see if the Town will chufe a Saxton or Sax-

ton to take care of the meeting houfe and burying ground
or act any thing theiron as they may think propper . .

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

day and time above mentioned, given under our hands
and Seals at Fitchburg this twelfth day of February in

the year of our Lord AD 1801.

John Thurston JunY
John Farwell [Selectmen
Phinehas Brown
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Fitchburg March 2°.'^ 1801 Persuant to the within

warrant I have notified the freeholders and other Inhabi-

tants of said Town QualHfied to vote in town meetings

as the Law directs to meet at time and place and for the

purpose within mentioned. Abijah Goodridge Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 2°"^ day of March
1801.

Voted & chose Mr Afa Perry Moderator . Moderator
Voted & chose Joseph Fox Town Clerk . Town Clerk

Voted & chose Mr Paul Wetherbee Town Treafurer

Town Treafurer

Voted to chufe Five Selectmen for the year infuing

year and they to serve without pa}^ except for befinefs to

be done out of the Town and la^-ing out roads . . .

Voted & chofe Israel Turner Esqr M"" Reuben Smith,

Doc^ Peter Snow M*" Abijah Goodridge & M*" Joseph

Poll^^ Selectmen.

Voted & chofe Israel Turner Esq'.' M'; Reuben Smith,

& Doc* Peter Snow Aflefsors.

It was motioned and seconded to see if the Town will

chufe the other two Selectmen to be Affefsors. The vote

being called for it pafs^ in the negative

Voted to let out the Collectorfliip to the lowest bider

as useal.

[128] Voted to chufe Eleven a Committee to let out

the Collectorlhip at vendue at the houfe of Capt Will™

Brown at three oClock this day
Voted & chofe Mr Afa Perry, Joseph Fox, Doer Jonas

Marfliall Mr Jacob Upton, Israel Turner Esqr Majr Mar-
fliall M"" Jofeph Polly, M"" Paul Wetherbee, Mr Moles

Hale, M*" Simeon Farwell & Capr Jacob Burnap . . .

Voted to add two this Committee voted & chofe

Mr Daniel Wetherbee & Mr Abel Bawldin the above com-

mittee to make report at the adjornment

Voted & chofe the following persons for highwaj^ Sur-

veyors the present year, viz Mr Afa Perry Cornet Eliflia

Chamberlin, Simeon Farwell, Arrington Gibson, Solomon
Carlton, John Meflenger, Joseph Fox, John Carter Man-
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field Stearns, John Willard, Elias Macintire, Cap* E\v^ Dn-

rant Daniel Harrifs Ehnr Hutchinlon & Aron Eaton
Highwa^^ Surveyors

Voted & chose W™ Brown, Joseph Willard, John Keep*
Sworn, EphY Kimboll Jur Calven Meffenger Tho? Eaton
S*".^ & Joshua Phillips Hoggreves

Voted & chose Tho-1 Hilton & John Smith Firewards

Voted & chose John Meffenger & John Willard

Surveyors of Lumber
Voted & chose George Wood & Joseph Downs

Field drivers

Voted & chose Joseph Simons & Timothy Garfield

Sealers of Leather

Voted & chose Jonas Marfhall JuV . . Pound keeper

Voted & chofe Simeon Farwell & Capt Tho? Thurston
Tytheingmen

Voted & chofe Jo^ Downs Ju':

Surveyor of hoops & Staves

Voted & to pafs over the S*"? article in the warrant
for the present (viz) to know what sum the Town will

raife for the Support of M*" Worcester,

$500 Voted to raife Five hundred dollars for the Sup-

port of the schools the year Enfuing

Voted that the school mone\' be laid out in the same
way and manner as last year.

Voted to chufe a School Committeeman for each

deftrict,

Voted & chofe Capt Edw*? Durant, Amos Parce, Joseph
Simons, EphT Osborn, David Pratt, Seth Phillips, Benj'>

Kemp, Solomon Carlton, Simeon Shattuck, Amos Ord-

way, Solomon Gibson School Committee
Voted that the Several deftrict be refticted, each quar-

ter to his own quarter to which he belongs

*The following certificate is affixed to page 128:
Certificate of John Keeps^ being Sworn as a hogreve

Worcefter fs July 3 1801 to Joleph Fox town Clerk for the town
of Fitchburg

this Certifies that John Keep Came before me and was Sworn to the

faithfull Difcharge of his Duty as a hogreave for the faid town iox one

year from march La ft Daniel Putnam
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Voted that the school Committeemen be directed to

agree with the Masters and Miftrefes upon the Same prin-

fable as last year refpecting their being allowed for Sat-

terdays in the afternoon & publick days unlefs they keep

the schools,

Voted to pafs over the fifth article in the warrant
untill the adjornment (viz) to see what sum or sums of

money the Town wall raise to pay the Towns debts.

£200 for highways & bridges Voted to raife Two
hundred pounds to be workt out on the highways and

bridges the present year to be workted out the same as

last year, and to be allowed for Labour, Cattle Tools &c
the same as last year

Voted to let out the Poor to the lowest bidder upon
the same prinfables as last year

Voted to chufe a Committee of Thirteen to let out the

Poor at the same time & place as the Collectorfliip and

to make to the Town at the adjornment

Voted & chose Deacon Boutell, Lieu^ Saml^ Phelps, Jo-

seph Downs, David Pratt, Jonas Marfhall ]\x\ Cap^ Du-

rant, Doc* Snow, Oliver Brown, Cap^ Tho! Thurston,

Joseph Low, Amos Sheldon, Tho! French, Joshua Parce a

committee for the above purpofe

Voted to chufe a committee to Settle with the Treafur

and make report at the adjornment

Voted that the committee confist of three ....
Voted & chofe Mr John Thurston Ju^ Joseph Fox &

Israel Turner Esq*; a committee for the above purpose.

Voted that the Swine run at Large under the regula-

tion of the Law the present year

Voted to abate Abraham Mace? rates in the hands of

Ezra Ritter for the year 1798 & 1799
Voted to let out the Saxton befmefs at vendue to the

lowest bidder with regard to taking care of the meeting

houfe to the same Committee as was to let out the Poor
& at the same placce & time, and make report to y*' Town
at adjornment

Voted to chose two Saxtons to take care of the bury-

ing Ground
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Saxtons— Voted & chofe Tho^ French, & Solomon
Carlton for the above purpose

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the houfe of Capt

W"? Brown at four oClock this afternoon, the meeting

accordingly adjorned

The Town meet according to adjornment and the

meeting oppened

Voted & chofe Tho** French Conftable for the year En-

fuing

Voted & chofe Abijah Goodridge Conftale for the year

Enfuing Conftables

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the meeting houfe on
the first munday of April next at four oClock afternoon

and the meeting was accordingly adjorned

The Town meet according to adjornment & the meet-

ing oppened, & voted to adjorn the meeting to munday
the 13^^ day of April Inf* at 3 oClock in the afternoon

The Town meet according to adjornment 13<^!' April

1801
The Committees chosen to Settle with Treafurer Let-

ing out Collectorfliip Towns poor &c carried to 3''?' & 4
pages from this

Voted to accept the report of the committee to Settle

with the Town treafurer which report is carried to 3''?

page from this

Voted to accept the report of the Committee chosen to

let out the Collectorfliip & Towns poor &c which report

is carried to forth page from this

Voted that the Selectmen see to repairing or building

a new^ the Bridge nigh Maj^ Goodridg? in the best way
and manner they shall think for the Interest of the Town.

Voted that the Selectmen see to repairing the Bridge

nigh Cap^ Browns Mills in that way they shall think

Most for the Interest of the Town
$700— Voted to raife Seven hundred dollars to pa^-

the Towns Debts and other Necefsar\^ charges

Voted to Accept of M*" Afa Perry & Maj^ John Good-
ridge as bondsmen for M*" Tho^ French as Collector on
the north side the Town
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Voted to accept of Israel Turner Esq': & David Pratt

as bondsmen for M'" Abijah Goodridge as Collector on the

south side 3^^ town
The remainder of March meeting carried to S*"? page

from this.

[l'^9] Worcester, fs. To either the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting.

You are hereby required in the name of the

J^^,| Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and warn

^^ 1 the Male Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg of

^ ^^
' Twenty one years of age and upward having a

freehold eftate within this Commonwealth of the Annual

income of Ten Dollars, or an Eftate to the value of Two
hundred Dollars to meet at the meeting houfe in said

Fitchburg on Munday the sixth day of April next at one

of the Clock in the afternoon to give in their Votes for

Govenor, liutenant Govenor, and Senators and Counfellors

agreable to the Conftitution of said Commonwealth.
Given Under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

twentv first day of March 1801
Israel Turner

)

Reuben Smith ^Selectmen
Peter Snow J

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified and

warned the Male Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg

quallified by Law to vote for Govenor, lieutent Govenor,

Senators and Counfellors to meet at the time & place and

for the purpose within mentioned

Fitchburg April 6*'^ 1801 Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the sixth day of April

AD 1801 In order to give in their votes for Govenor,

Eieu* Govenor, Senators & Counfellors. at the Close of the

meeting the votes were as follows (viz)

Govenor
For Elbridge Garj^ Esq*: 60

His Exelency Caleb Strong Esq'." 35

The Ilonnobl Edw*? H. Robins 1
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Leiutenant Govenor

For General William Heth 61

The Honabl Edw^ H. Robins 22

Elbridge Gary Esq^ 1

The Honobl Sam" Phillips 1

Senators and Counfellors

For Col? Jonathan Grout 3 For Samuel Jones Esq*" . 35

Genei. John Whiting 38 Salem Town Esq^ . 24

Edward Bangs Esqr 24 Josiah Stearns Esq"" 35

Joseph Stone Esq": . 29 Daniel Bigelow Esq"" 9

Elijah Brigham Esq^ 26 David Hinfliaw Esq"- 37

Berzelial Tafts Esq-: 24
Thomas Hale EsqT 23

Israel Turner
|

Reuben Smith ^Selectmen
Peter Snow J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[130] Worcefter. fs. To either of the Conftables of

the Town of Fitehburg Greeting

You are hereby Required in the name of the

^^ \} Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notif^^ and

,1 \, warn the free holders and other Inhabitants of said
( Seal

)

Town quallified by Law to vote in town meetings

(viz) Such as pay to one single tax besides the Pool or

pools a sum eaquel to two thirds of a single poole in said

Town, on munday the sixth day of April next at two of

the Clock P. M. to act on the following articles viz

—

1?* To chufe a moderator to Govern said meeting
2"^ To see if the Town will take into conlideration

the contract made with the Reve^ Saml' Worcester and if

they think a difsalution of said contract in regard to his

minefterial office necefsary for the peace and harmony of

said' Town, to chufe a committee to inform him and re-

quest his anfwer or act any thing theiron refpecting his

difmifsion they may think propper

31^ To see if the Town will build a chimney in the

Center school houfe, or act any thing theiron refpecting

building chimne^^s in the school houfes they may think

propper
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Given under our hands & seals this Tw^enty first da}'

of March AD 1801 Reuben Smith]
Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Joseph Polly J

Fitchburg April 6t»> 1801
Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

freeholders and other Inhabitants of said Town quallified

to vote in Town meetings as the law directs to meet at

time and place & for the purpofes within mentioned.

Thomas French Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 6t^ day of April 1801
Voted & chose Doc^ Peter Snow moderator
It was motioned and Seconded to try a vote of the

Town to see who was against M^ Worcester, no vote,

It was motioned and Seconded to know the minds of

the Town whether it would be for their peace and happi-

nefs to difsolve the contract with the Reven^ Samuel Wor-
cester as their Minefter agreable to the Contract made
with him at the time of his Settlement. The vote being

put it pafs*? in the affirmative

Voted to chufe a Committee to inform the Reverend

Saml' Worcester of the above vote

Voted to chufe five as a Committee for the above pur-

pose

[131] Voted and chofe Cap* Edward Durant, Israel

Turner Esqr M^ Afa Perry Daniel Putnam Esqr Doct Jo-

nas Marfhall and M»: David Boutell in the rome of Daniel

Putnam Esq^ decline serving as a Committeeman.
Voted that the Committee make their report at the

may meeting.

Voted to pafs over the S*"? article in the warrant
Voted to difsolve the meeting.

Peter Snow moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Here follows the remainder of the tranfactions of the

March meeting — viz
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Voted & chofe M'' Thomas French Collector the pres-

ent year for the North Side Voted & chose M'' Abijah

Goodridge Collector the present year for the South Side

Collectors

Fitchburg March 4*?^ 1801 The Committee appointed

to settle with M*" Ebn': Thurston, Town treafurer find due

to the Town as follows (viz)

We find in the hands of Samuel Harrifs JuV

Collector for the year 1798 $51.. 62.

7

We find in the hands of Ezra Ritter Collector

for the years 1798 & 1799 $134..96.7

We find due from the Eftate of David Hodg-
skin deces^ $46. .36.6

We find in the hands of Abijah Goodridge Col-

lector for y^ year 1799 $4.. 67.

2

We find in the hands of Ezra Ritter Collector

for the year 1800 $624..06.0

We find in the hands of Abijah Goodridge Col-

lector for the year 1800 727.. 24.0

a note given by the Revend John Payson dated

Novr 7*1' 1799 .......". $42. .07

Rec<? March IS*?' 1800 $7. .00 Rec^ June
23'-d 1800 $5.00 Rec'' Sep* 14*1'

$4.00 is 16. .00

Due befides the Interest . 26 07 . $26..07.0

a note given by Capt Afaph Goodridge
dated Ocf. 21?* 1797 $55. .16

Rec^ Nov': 7*!^ 1799 42.. 6

Due on this note besides the Interest 13. .10 . 13. .10.0

a note given by Daniel Wetherbee
dated Nov-; 21?* 1796 $36. .38

Reed January 8*^ 1798 $2 - 18 Cents

the Interest for one year

Rec^ May 7*1' 1800 25..00

Due on this note besides the Interest 11. .38 . $11. .38.0

We find in the Treafurers hands a Con-

fefsion signd by Maj^ John Good-
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ridge dated May la^^ 1800 & pay-

able on the last of June 1800 . . $25. .15 . $25.. 15.0

and promised to pay the Interest from the last day of

June 1800 untill paid

a note against William Small Nov^
30t^ 1798 $10. .25

Rec^ Mareh 2"/^ 1801 6..00

4..25 . $4.. 25.0

a note against William Small NovT SO^h 1798
$10.. 25. besides y^ Interest $10.. 25.0

a note against M^f Hannah Cowdin Nov"" 30*?!

1798 $13..50 besides y^ Interest .... 13. .50.0

a note against Ezra Dana Nov^ 30*?^ 1798
$19. .00 besides the Interest $19. .00.0

carried over

[132] a note against Ezra

Dana Nov-: 30^^ 1798 $19. .00

Rec^ 13^^ December 1800 15..50

Due on this note . . 3. .50 besides Interest $3. .50.0

a note against Tho« Eaton NovV 30*^ 1798
$11. .00 besides y^ In* $11. .00.0

a note against Peter Snow Nov": 30*^ 1798
$18. .17 besides the Interest $18. .17.0

a note against Jonathan Low NovV 30^?" 1798
$18. .17 besides the Interest $18. .17.0

a note against W"? Brown Nov': 30*?' 1798
$4.. 16 besides the Interest $4.. 16.0

a note against W™ Brown Nov'. 30*?^ 1798
$18.17 besides the Interest $18. .17.0

a note against John Putnam Nov": 30: 1798
$12.00 besides the Interest $12. .00.0

a note against Afa Perry NoV: 30th lygg
$10.72 besides the Interest $10..72.0

a note against Jeremi-

ah Kinfman NovV
30th 1798 $15..00

Rec^ T"? May 1800 7..67

Due $7..33 besides the Interest $7. .33.0
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We find an obligation against Ephraim Kim-
boll dated Jan^ 30*?^ 1800 the Interest to

be paid yearly $100..00

We find in the Treafurer^ hands which we have

setled with the Treafurer for vouchers for

money paid the Reverend Samuel Worces-

ter but good against M*" Worcester . . . $82..40

$1996. .20.

2

We alfo find the Town of Fitchburg

is indebted to Sundry persons as

follows (viz)

Notes due to Jonathan Smith . . . $247. .75

note due to Joseph Fox 406. .12

note due to Joseph Fox 96..94
note due to Ebn*; Thurston on y'^

12th March 1801 '

. 136..27.1

note due to John & Joseph Farwell 40.. 00.

Due to M*"? Cowdin & y^ F'ew holder

of y^ old meeting houfe . . . 135. .66.

Will be due to the Revend Mr Wor-
cester Sept 1801 333. .33.

for schooling 500. .00

$1896. .07.1

Joseph Fox
I

Israel Turner [Committee
John Thurston JuV j

Ebn*" Thurston Town Treafurer.

The committee appointed to let out the Collectorfliip

at the houfe of Cap* Will™ Browns to the lowest bidder

oppened the Vendue and proceeded to befinefs by feting

up the South side of the Towm upon the hundred pound,
upon the same prinfables as Useal in years past viz, South
side of the*Town sut up to the lowest, bidder upon the

hundred pound and the person who bids it of to bring

bondsmen to the acceptance of the Town and was l)id of

to Mr Abijah Goodridge at Tw^enty four shillings & three

pence
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The North side the Town set up to the lowest bidder

upon the hundred pound and the person who bids it of

to bring bondfmen to the acceptance of the Town and
bid of to Mr Thomas French at Twenty five shilHngs.

The Saxtons befinefs to take care of the meeting houfe

set up at Vendue to the lowest bidder to be kept clean

and decent and in the winter Season the Snow to be

cleaned of the Stones of the meeting houfe doors when
Necefsary and bid of to M*" Thomas French at nine shil-

lings for the year Afa Perry p"" order.

The committee chosen to let out the Towns Poor at

the lowest bidder meet at the houfe of Cap^ William and
them that bids them off to be accountable for their be-

haiver Efpecially Smith & upton the same as useal or as

last year.

Set up Ephraim Smith to the lowest bidder agreable

to the above conditions and bid of to Abijah Goodridge

at two shillings & two pence pr weak,

carried up.

[133] Set up Oliver Upton to the lowest bidder agre-

able to the above Conditions and bid of to Mr Reuben
Smith at two shillings & Eleven pence per weak.

Set up Mary Wares to the lowest bidder agreable to

the above conditions and bid of to Simeon Farwell for

nothing Samuel Phelps per order

Afa Perry Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester : fs : To either of the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

, In the name of the Commonwealth of Maffa-

^ ,^ chufetts you are hereby required to notify and warn

^
'

^
verbally the freeholders and other Inhabitants of

^ ^ the Town of Fitchburg quallified by Law to vote
'^

in Town meetings to afsemble on Munday the

sixth day of April inftant at five of the Clock P. M. and
when meet to act on the following articles viz

I'y To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting.
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2'/ To fee if the Town will here and accept the report

of the committee appointed to make the propotion of the

Sundays for those persons to improve the meeting houfe

who are of a defirent denomination from the Reverend

Samuel Worcester.

31^ To see if the Town will chufe a committee to

determine which days those persons who are of a different

denomination from the Reverend Samuel Worcester shall

improve the meeting houfe or act any thing theiron as

they may think propper.

4'^ To see if the Town will chufe a committee to sell

the Towns Land if they can do it to the advantage of the

Town or act any thing theiron as they shall think propper.

5'y To see if the Town will give liberty to the deftrict

wherof MV Timothy Garfield was Survayor the last year

to work out the remainder of their last years highway
tax which v^as not worked out on the roads in that

deftrict or act any thing theiron they think propper . .

6'7 To see if the Town will accept any roads layed

out by the Selectmen or others,

hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings theiron, on said day Given under our hands
& Seals this Sixth day of April AD 1801

Israel Turner
]

Reuben Smith I ^ i .

Peter Snow ' Selectmen

AJoseph Polly

In obedience to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg quallified by Law
to vote in Town meetings to meet at time and place

within mentioned & for the purpose within mentioned.
Abijah Goodridge Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of
Fitchburg affembled on munday the Sixth day of April

1801.

1 Voted & chose Mr Afa Perry Moderator
Voted to accept the report of the Committee that was

appointed to propotion the Sundays for each denomina-
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tion to improve the meeting houfe whieh report is as fol-

lows

We the Snbfcribers agreeable to a vote of the Town
pafs^' on the Seeond day of March 1801 Authorising us

to make the propotion of the Sundays for those persons

to improve the meeting houfe who are of a different

denomination from the Rev"? Samuel Worcester, beg leave

to report as follows (viz)

The Society in the East part of the Town Twenty
four Sundays in a 3'ear M'' Worcesters Society Seventeen

Sundays in a year, The Society- in the west part of the

Town Eight Sundays in a year. The baptist Society three

Sundavs in a year
Israel Turner

\

Fitchburg March 21^* ^^sq^ Reuben Smith [Affelsors

Peter Snow j

This report was accepted 13*^ April 1801.

[134] Voted to chufe a committee to point out the

perticular Sunday's each denomination shall improve the

meeting houfe

Voted to chufe five as a Committee
Voted & chofe Deacon Kindoll Boutell, Israel Turner

Esq": Joseph Polly Paul Wetherbee & Samuel Calwell a
committee for the abve purpose

Voted that the Committee furnish each Societ\^ with
their determination refpecting the perticular Sundays each

Society is to improve the meeting houfe

Voted to adjorn this meeting to munday the 13^.^ day
of this Inftant April at two oClock afternoon.

13**" April 1801 The Town mett according to adjorn-

ment.

Voted that M': Jonas Marlhall Jun'.' have the fead that

is upon the Towns land upon the South side the road it

being a part of the land the Town bought of Thomas
Boynton for this present year upon the following condi-

tions that the said Marfliall see that their is no timber or

live Wood cut on any of the Towns lands besides what
is already difposed off to the Revend Mr Worcester

Voted that the highwaj^ list that was committed to

M'' Timothy Garfield the last year as a highway Surveyor
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be returned to Capt Edw^ Durant Surveyor for the pres-

ent year for him to See what is not now work"? out to be

work^ out in the same deftrict under his directions sum
time before the first of July, and if not work*? out by the

first of July next what remains then unpaid to be return";^

to the affefsors, in order to be put into the next Town tax

Town road or private way, laid out as follows

—

Laid out in the Town of Fitchburg a Town or private

way begining at a small Chesnut Tree about 12 rods

South of Samuel Ta^-lors barn thence runing East north-

erly to a marked logg in the fence thence Easterly to a

dr^^ pine Tree in Kendolls Intervel & on to a marked pine

East of the Bridge from said Tree a direct Corse to Kin-

dolls sawmill to a marked pine tree, thence a little more
north to a Stake in Said Mill yard, thence a Streight Corse

to Daniel Harrifs? fence west of where the road is now
trod & as said fence is laid to the old County road & on

the same direction to the Turnpike road about 12 rods

west of the new Bridge, the road to be two rods wide &
to be made South & East of the bounds theirof, the

owners of the Land Except Cap* Ward agreed to give the

land provided the road is, fenced out, dated at Fitchburg

this Sixth day April 1801. Israel Turner
\ ^pip + nen

Abijah Goodridge/

Voted to accept the report for the above defcribed road

so far as it is given without any expence to the Town
Voted to difsolve this meeting, and the meeting was

accordingly difsolved Afa Perry Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[135] Worcester fs To either the Conftables of the

Town of Fitchburg, Greeting

,^, ,. You are hereby required in the name of the

/c.'n Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notif)^ and

,i^ \^ warn the Male Inhabitants of said Town being

twent}' one 3'ears of age and refident in said Town
for the space of one year next preceeding, having a free-

hold eftate within said Town, of the Annual income of

Ten dollars or an eftate to the value of Two hundred
Dollars, to meet at the meeting houfe in said Fitchburg
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on munday the eleventh day of May next at two of the

Clock P. M. for the purpose of chusing a reprefentative to

reprefent them at the General Court appointed to be con-

vened, and held at Boston on the last Wednesday of May
next hereof fail not & make return of this warrant with

your doings on or before said day—Given under our hands
& seal at Fitchburg this twenty fourth day of April AD.
1801 Israel Turner

|Reuben Smith \ Selectmen
Peter Snow^

J

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned the Male Inhabitants of the Town of Fitchburg

quallified by Law to vote for a reprefentative to meet at

the time and place and for the purpose within mentioned
Thomas French Conftable

Fitchburg May 11^^ 1801.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town
of Fitchburg affembled on munda3' y^ 11*^ day of May
1801 in order to chufe a reprefentative

The meeting oppened by the Selectmen, and a vote

put to see if the Town would send a reprefentative the

present year, and it pafs^ in the affirmative

The votes called for counted & sorted and made
choice of Joseph Fox for their reprefentative

Israel Turner
|

Reuben Smith /-Selectmen
Peter Snow J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting,

. You are hereby directed in the name of the

\c^^ 1 Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and
( Seal

)

...
^„ ' warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

Town quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings

viz. such as pay to one Single tax tax besides the Pool

or Pools, a sum equal to two thirds of a single Pole tax,

to meet and affemble at the meeting houfe in said Fitch-
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burg on niuiiday the Eleventh day of ma}^ at four of the

elock in the afternoon to act on the following articles viz.

V'} To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting.

[136] 2'/ To see if the Town will here the report of

a committee chosen to wait on the Reve"? Samuel Worces-

ter, who ware to request his anfwer refpecting the difso-

lution of the contract made between him and the Town
or act any thing theiron they may think propper . . .

S'.y To see if the town will do any thing in regard to

the Defsalution of the contract made with the Reve^

Samuel Worcester, either by chufmg a counfel, if agreed

upon, or act any thing refpecting his difmifsion the Town
may think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings on or before said day given under our hands

and Seals this Twenty fourth day of April AD. 1801.

Israel Turner ]

Peter Snow }^ Selectmen
Abijah GoodridgeJ

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

freeholders and the other Inhabitants of said Town qual-

lified to vote in Town meetings as the Law directs to

meet at the time & place & for the purpose within men-

tioned Thomas French Conllable.

Fitchburg May 11*1^ 1801

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday y*:' ll^'' day of May 1801

Voted & chose Daniel Putnum Esq^ Moderator
Voted to excufe Daniel Putnum Esqr as Serving as

moderator
Voted & chose Israel Turner Esqr Moderator
Voted to chuse a committee to consider the anfwer

The Reve? M^ Worcester presented the Town this da^^

refpecting his dismifsion

Voted that the committee confist of five.

Voted & chose Israel Turner EsqV Mr Afa Perry, Jo-

seph Fox, Ephraim Kimboll & Daniel Putnam Escj^

Voted to add four to this committee, viz MV Paul
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Wetherbee, Deacon Boutell, M": David Boutell, & Cap*

William Brown.
Voted to adjorn this meeting for one hour in order for

the above committee to make their report to the Town.
The Town meet according to adjornment

The committee that was appointed to conllder the

anfwer the Rev^ Mr Worcester presented the Town this

day refpecting his difmifsion beg lieve to report as follows

(viz) We have talked over the matter and cannot at this

time make a propper report to his anfwer but would sug-

jest to the Town that it is our oppinnion that the Town
chufe a conmiittee to confer with Mr Worcester with re-

gard to difsolving the contract with him, and his anfwer,

and that the committee make report to the Town at sum
future meeting as soon as is convenient.

Voted to accept the above report.

Voted to chufe five as a committee to wait upon Mr
Worcester and confer with him with regard to the con-

tract made with him & the anfwer he presented the Town
this da3% and the committee to make their report at sum
future meeting as [137] as soon as is convenient.

Voted & chose Joseph Fox, Israel Turner Esqr MV Afa

Perry M^ David Boutell and Capt Edward Durant a

committee for the above purpose.

Voted that this meeting be adjorned for one fortnight

from this day at two oClock in the afternoon and the

meeting was accordingly adjorned

On munday May 25^^ 1801 The Town meet according

to adjornment & the meeting oppened

The committee chosen by the Town of Fitchburg on

y': 11^^ day of may 1801 to wait upon the Rev*? SamV
Worcester, in order to confer with him with regard to the

contract the Town made with him, and the anfwer he

presented to the Town on y^ 11*.^ which anfwer vv^as dated

the 9*^ inftant and for their report to be made at sum
future meeting, report as follows viz.

The committee chosen by the Town of Fitchburg on

the 11^^ day of May 1801 to wait upon the Rev"? SamV
Worcester in order to confer with him with regard to the
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contract the Town made with hira, and the anfwer he

presented the Town on y^ 11^^ which anfwer was dated

the ^^y^ Inf! and for their report to be made at sum future

meeting report as follows viz

—

That they have waited on MT Worcester and con-

versed with him refpecting his anfwer to the Town, and
though he chose not to recede from any of the articles he

had communicated to the Town yet gave his word that

he sincerely wished that a disallution of the contract

between the Town and him might take place in an eafy,

and peacable way, and as soon as it could be done in a
regular manner, and that he would represent to the Coun-
fell that it is his oppinnion that it is best for the Town,
and for himfelf, that the contract be difsolved, and MV
Worcester alfo says he expects no compenfation from the

Town in confequence of the Contract being difsolved, and
your committee are of oppinnion that he will abide by
what he has promised ; and they give it as their oppin-

nion that it is best to accept of his anfwer and proceed

on the befmefs agreal)le to his Statement provided the

Council sets on the befmefs any time between this day
and the middle of August next. But it shall be underftood

that if a difallution of the contract does not take place

on y« meeting of the Councill contemplated, that the

Town foregoes no previledge they now pofsefs in confe-

quence of their accepting of M': Worcesters anfwer.

Joseph Fox
)

/ Israel Turner
Afa Perry Committee
David Boutell |

Fitchburg May 12*^ 1801 Edward Durant)

Voted to accept of M^ Worcesters proposals to the

Town refpecting his difmifsion upon the prinfables as

stated in the above report.

Voted to chufe a committee to wait upon M*" Worces-
ter and present him a coppy of the proceedings of the

Town in anfwer to his propofalls with regard to his dif-

mifsion and for the committee to la}- before the Counfel
the contract made with M*" Worcester and the votes of

the Town refpecting M^ Worcesters Difmifsion alfo for the
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Committee to provide for the Council when they shall

attend upon the befmefs.

Voted to chule five as a committee

Voted & chose Israel Turner Esq": Doc^ Peter Snow,

M*- Afa Perry, M"- David Boutell and M"- Paul Wetherbee

a committee for the above purpose.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the last Wednesday of

June next at two oClock in the afternoon then to meet

at this place, and the meeting was accordingly adjorned

Wednefday y^ 24*.** June 1801 The Town meet accord-

ing to adjornment & y^ meeting oppened

Voted to chufe a committee to confer with the Rev':*

M*" Worcester with refpect to a difallution of the contract

between him & the Town & make their report at sum
future meeting.

Voted that the committee confist of three

Voted & chofe Cap* Edward Durant, M'- Paul Wether-

bee & Mr Reuben Smith to be a committee for the above

purpose

voted that the committee make their report at the

adjornment.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the second munday in

August next at two oClock in the afternoon and the

meeting was accordingly adjorned.

[138] On munday the 10^^ of August 1801 the Town
meet according to adjornment and the meeting oppened.

Fitchburg June 27*^ 1801
We, the Subfcribers being chosen a committee to con-

fer with the Rev^ SamV Worcester with refpect to a difsa-

lution of the Contract between him & the Town, have

attended to that befmefs and report as follows (viz)

Mr Worcester Says he is not willing to attend to the

befmefs unlefs it can be in a regular way and Suppofes,

that we are not in order, and would not tell us au}^ way
that he would attend to the matter.

Edward Durantl .^ _.,

,

Paul Wetherbee /

<-«"im^ttee

A Question was moved and Seconded to see if the

Town would act upon the Refult of the Council to know
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whether they would accept of it or not and it pafs^ in

the affirmative

a motion was then made to know the minds of the

Town whether they would accept of the refult of the

Council, the vote being put it pafs^ in the affirmative.

The refult was as follows (viz)

At an Ecclefiastical Council convened at the house of

Cap^ W?^ Browns in Fitchburg in confequencc of letters

mifsive from the Pastor & church of Christ in said Town
were present from y^

Church in Pastures Delegates

. , 1 , T t, r- t,- / M*: Wl" StearnsAshburnham John Cushmg
( ^, ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ j.^^^,

Royalfton Joseph Lee
J

M*" Daniel Bragg

Rindge '"^"%eth Pa,so„ ^^.^^^^^^
^'wotesLV" Sam" Austin { K John Chamberlin

^ir r T-vi r "LT-ii I
M*" Hcnchman WarrenMafon Ebn'; Hill

|
^j, ^^^^ ^.^^^.p

The above named Pastures & Deligates formed them-

felves into a Council by chusing 3^^ Rev^ M'' Cushing Mod-
erator & Seth Payson Scribe, At the request of the parties

adjorned to the meeting houfe & after seeking divine Direc-

tion, attending to the Several Statements & communica-
tions by the Rev^ M*" Worcester & the refpective Commit-
tees of the Church & Town, & solemnly deliberating upon
& weighing impartially y*^ things offered to our confidera-

tion, came to the following Refult. (viz)

Although a spirit of Divifion & Seperation appears to

have been most unhappily prevalent among the people of

Fitchburg in consequence of which y^ situation of their

Rev^ Pasture is rendered very uncomfortable, & the pros-

pects of his Usefullnefs among them greatly' impaired, yet

taking into view y^ continuing & even increafmg attach-

ment of y*: Church to Mr Worcester the Union which sub-

fists among those who have not seperated themfelves to

other Denominations, & the chearfull readinefs of Mr Wor-
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cesters Friends, exprefsed by the Committee of the Church

to sulimit to y*" increased burden of his Support, we can-

not conceive that it will be promotive of y'^ interests of

Religion [131)] in general or the wellfare of this particu-

lar Society that M*" Worcesters pastoreal Relation to them
should be difsolved and we feel our— bound to recom-

mend to MV Worcester that he submit still longer to the

inconveniences of his Situation, trusting in that God who
can change our darkest prospects, & increase the confola-

tives of his Suffering Servants in propotion to their Tri-

als, We have not been inattentive to the fair Profpects

which invite M^ Worcesters Removal, & the Sacrifice

which he is called to make by a compliance with this

request, yet, believing that y! greatest Good in his view

is the interest of Religion, we doubt not his ready com-
plyance with what we now unitedly recommend to him
as the path of duty. We are not infenfable that this

refult is ver3^ defirent from y^ expectations of many, but

we perfuade ourfelves y*^ propriety of it will be obvious

to those who take a serious view of the refpectable num-
bers of this Church warmly attached to Mr Worcester

and the confiderable majority of those yet forming the

Congregational vSociety in this place, who seem defireous

of his continuance with them ; it being evident from writ-

ten statements that from the number one hundred &
eighty five voters, there are Seventy who have exprefsly

& b^^ name manifested a defire that M!' Worcester should

tarry with them, & that fifty two have w^ithdrawn under

a compact for the support of Univarfal Teachers, leaving

a remainder of sixtj^ three some of whome are of defirent

denominations, & 3-*^ remainder, at least man}^ of them
have not exprefsed their Sentiments. While we cannot
but exprefs our tender Sympathy with y^ Rev^ Pastor of

this Church under the weight of so formidable & we think

so unreafonable & unchristian an oppofition, as exists in

this Town to him & his ministry, we are extreamly

happy to find that he is exonerated, even b^^ y^ united

testimony of his oppofers from all imputations of irreli-

gious & immorral conduct — that his discharge of the

duties of the Christian mineftry, has ben apparently so
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faithfiill & so faultlefs, and that while he has been offi-

cially Set for the defence of the Gospell, he has contended

so earnestly, & for ought that appears to the Contrary,

so discreatl^' for the Faith once delivered to the Saints,

We most earnestly supplicate for him ye anointings of

divine Grace, the Confolatives of habitual Communion
with his ever present Redeemer, Such acceptance with the

people of this Town as will render his labours extenfively

ufefull, & a happy probation for a triumphant exchange
of y'^ afflictions of this state of trials, for the Joys of a

better world. We are confident that he will not shrink

from the faithfull Labours, or be removed from y^ firm &
inflexible defence of the glorious Gospel of Christ, to

whatever conflicts he may be reduced, in this day of

growing Scepticism & enfidelity, & that he will continue

Stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of

the Lord, under the strong afsurance that his Labour
shall not be in vain in the Lord. The Council are ex-

treamly happy to find this Church, as a branch of y*"

Kingdom of our dear Lord, so apparently eftablish in the

faith, so united, so affectionate, & so faithfull in holding

fast the word of Truth, & maintaining y^ all important
concern of the disciplinary purity of Christs house. We
congratulate them on the pleasing Symtoms of y^ pres-

ence of God with them, by which they are influenced to

arise & trim their Lamps, & to stand as a part of the

Hosts of the Lord, in oppofition to that flood of demor-
alization & error which threatens to inundate y^ Land.
We exhort them to put on bowels of mercy towards those

whose Efforts ar directed, or which seem to be directed, to

weaken their Christian hopes, & to betray them into a
deriliction of Gospel Truth, & Gospel Zeal ; to be meak
and inoftencive in all their ways, & to glorify God in their

bodies, & in their spirits which are his.

As the Council cannot dicern any Justifiable reason

why so considerable a portion of y*^ people of this Town
should become difaffected to y^ minillry of y« Rev^ MT
Worcester, as nothing whatever is alledged against his

personal Character, or ministerial Refpectability, as it is

not made evident that y*' currant of his preaching, is the
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exhibition of any other doctrines than those, which he

was underflood to hold at the time of his ordination, &
which are established in the Platform of y*' generallity of

New England Churches; & the Formula? of most protes-

tant Churches in Amiraca, & in Europe, we beg of them
Seriously to deliberate, w^hether thej' can Justify their

alienation under the E^^e of the Sovereign of y^ World —
whether it really promifes to ifsue in the harmon}^ & hap-

pinefs of y^ Town — in the advancment of true Religion

here, or y^ augmentation of any well formed hopes of

future Glory. Though it is not the province of the Coun-

cil to determine any legal Questions refpecting any prop-

erty which is deamed common, & the3^ have no inclination

to interfere with any of the civil or religious Rights of

any Individuals, or bodies, yet, they beg lieve to Suggest,

that they are of opinnion that the Church ought not to

be denied those accomedations, for the celebration of such

ordinary acts of Worship and Duty, as have been confid-

ered as afsential to its Exiftance and prosperity from its

foundation. The Council cannot give any countenance to

those irregular & equivocal meafures which appear to

have been adopted to strip y^ Church of its Previledges

in this refpect & to take from them a pasture apparently

so dear to them, we hope that so unhappy a precedent

will not be drawn into General indulgance. We beg for

the best prosperit\^ of this church & Town, & commend
you Brethren & Friends to God & y^ Word of his Grace

which is able to build you up, & to give you an Inhari-

tance among all them that are Sanctified.

voted unanimously except that one member of the

Council hifsatated with refpect [140] refpect to the expe-

diency of M^ Worcesters continuance in this place

John Cushing Moderator
a true coppj^

attest Seth Payson scribe

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Israel Turner Aloderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.
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Worcefter. fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the

J'^'^^l
Commonwealth of MalTaehufetts forthwith to no-

]^^1 tify and warn the Inhabitants of Fitchburg QualH-

^ ^^ ' fied to vote in Town meetings as the Law directs

to meet and aflemble at the New meeting houfe in Fitch-

burg on munday the tenth day of August next at Three

oClock P. M. to act on the following articles (viz)

1'7 To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting

2'7 To see if the Towm will raife any Sum of money
to repair the bridges or for any other necefsary charges

they may think propper.

317 To see if the Town will chufe an agent or agents

to attend at the Court of Common pleas to be holden at

Worcester in August next to oppose the report of a view-

ing Committee making certain alterations in the County

roads through the Town of Fitchburg or act any thing

theiron refpecting said alterations the Town may think

propper.

Hei'cof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron on or before said day given under

our hands & seals this Twenty seventh day of July AD.

1801 Israel Turner |

Peter Snow^ [Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge)

August IQth 1801
Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town Quallified as the Law directs to

vote in Town meetings to meet at the time and place and

for the purpofes within mentioned.

Abijah Goodridge Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg alTembled on munday the lO*'' day of Octr 1801
Voted & chose M*" Thomas Eaton Moderator

$300 Voted to raise Three hundred dollars in addi-

tion to what is already voted at sum former meeting to

defray the expence of building and repairing bridges and
other necefsary Expences
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Voted to chufe an agent to attend the Court of Com-
mend pleas to be holden at Worcester at August Term to

oppose the report of a viewing Committee making altera-

tions in the County road through the the Town of Fitch-

burg
Voted to reconfider the last vote refpecting chusing an

agent to attend the Court of Common pleas at August

pleas at August term

Voted to chuse a committee to view the propofed alter-

ations in the County road and make a report the prob-

able expence at the adjornment of this meeting

Voted to chuse Three as a committee for the above

purpose.

Voted & chose Daniel Putnum EsqV Doc^ Peter Snow
& Joseph Fox.

Voted to add two to the above committee free from

from expence.

[141] Voted and chose W\ Afa Perry & Israel Turner

Esqr

Voted to excufe Israel Turner Esqr from serving cm the

above committee

Voted and chose Mr Paul Wetherbee in the romc of

Israel Turner EsqT difmised

Voted to excufe Mr Afa Perry from serving on the

above committee

Voted to chufe Cap^ Edward Durant to serve on the

above coinmittee in the rome of M": Afa Perry excufed.

Voted to adjorn this meeting a fortnight from next

Wednesday at five oClock in the afternoon then to meet

at this place.

August 26**^ 1801 The Town meet according to ad-

jornment the meeting oppened by the Town Clerk. MT
Tho? Eaton the moderator being abfent.

It was motioned and Seconded to chuse Majr Benj?

Marfliall Moderator pro tempore the vote being put it

pafs^ in the affirmative and he was accordingly chosen

It was motioned and seconded to see if the Town
would chufe an agent to oppose the propofed alterations

in the County road in Fitchburg at the next Court of
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General Sefsions of the Peace to be holden in Worcester

this present month.
The vote being put it paf*? in the affurmative.

Voted to chufe Israel Turner Esq^ an agent for the

above purpose

Voted to excufe Israel Turner Esq*" from serving as an
agent.

Voted to chuse M*" Paul Wetherbee an agent for the

above purpose

Voted that the agent act difcrefanerj^ with regard to

opposing the alterations or any part as he shall think

propper

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Benj^.^ Marlhall Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

To either of the Conltables of the Town of Fitchburg

Greeting.

^^ . You are hereby required in the name of the

^„ ^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify & warn
^„ ,^ the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said Town
^cJi\ (luallified by law to vote in Town meetings (viz)

such as pay to one single tax besides the Pool or

Pools a sum eaquel to two thirds of a single Poole tax
to meet and aflemble at the meeting houfe in said Fitch-

burg on Wednesday the twenty sixth day of August in-

ftant at three oClock P. M. to act on the following arti-

cles (viz)

1'7 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting
2'7 To see if the Town will give to each Society in

said Town the Use of the meeting houfe on Sundays in

propotion to the taxes they pay, agreable to a late vote

of the town or act any thing theiron refpecting the Divi-

fiion of said Houfe they may think proper

Given under our hands and seals this tenth day of

August AD 1801 Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow Selectmen
Jofeph Polly
Abijah Goodridge^
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Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned the free holders and other Inhabitants of said

Town qualHfied by Law to vote in Town meetings to

meet at the meeting house in said Town at the time &
place & for the purpofes above mentioned

Thomas French Conflable
Fitchburg August 26^1 1801

[142] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg affembled on munday the 26^*^ day of

August 1801
Voted & chose M^ Paul Wetherbee moderator
It was moved & Seconded to know the minds of the

Town to see if each Society in said Town should have
the Use of meeting house on Sundays in propotion to the

taxes they pa}^ agreable to a late vote of the Town
The vote being put it pafs*;^ in the affirmative

It was moved & seconded to see if the Town will

chufe a committee to Enquire into the number of Regular
Christian Conftatutional Societies in said Town

The vote being put it pafs^ in the Negative

It was motioned and Seconded to difsole this meeting
and it was accordly difsolved by vote.

Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcester, fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

.^ ,, You are hereby required in the name of the

,^',, Commonwealth of Mafsachufets to notify and

,^^ 1 warn the Inhabitants quallified by law to vote in

^ J^
. Town meetings to meet and afsemble at the meet-

ing houfe in said Fitchburg on tusday the Seven-

teenth day of November inftant at one of the Clock P. M.
and when meet to act on the following articles (viz)

1 To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To see if the Town will take into confideration the

contract made with the Reve^ Samuel Worcester and act

any thing theiron refpecting a difallution of said contract

as they shall think will be most for the peace and happi-

nefs of the Town.
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3 To see if the Town will chufe a committee from

each party in the Town to confer together, upon the diffi-

culties Subfisting in the Town, and upon a Union of the

parties, and alfo the expediency of the difallution of the

Contract made with the Rev"? Saml^ Worcester, & if necef-

sary to confer with him on the befmefs

4 To see if the Town will do any thing refpecting

chusing a mutual Council with The Rev*? Saml' Worcester,

or agreeing upon a Council in any other way they may
think proper

5 To see if the Town will difmifs the Rev^ Saml' Wor-
cester from any further minefterial Services in the Town,
& notify him of it, or act any thing theiron they may
think proper

6 To see if the Town will raife any money to support

publick teachers the Infuing 3^ear

Hereof fail not & make return of this warrant on or

before said day.—given under of hands and Seals this

Second day of Nov-: AD. 1801
Israel Turner j

Joseph Polly J

[143] Persuant to the within warrant I have noti-

fied the freeholders & other inhabitants of the said Town
quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings as the Law
directs to meet at the time & place for the purpose within

mentioned

Fitchburg NovT ITti^ 1801. Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on tusday the 17*.^ day of Nov": 1801.

Voted & chose Israel Turner Esq": moderator
A vote was put to see whether the Town will pafs

over the 2"^' article in the warrant and it pafs*? in the

negative

It was motioned & seconded to see if it is the minds
of the Town that a difallution of the contract between
the Rev"? Sam^ Worcester and the Town be difsolved.

The vote being put it pafs^ in the affermative.
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It was motioned & seconded to see if the Town will

pafs over the 2»\^ article in the warrant. The vote being

put it pals*;^ in the affermative

It was motioned & .seconded to see if the Town will

chufe a committee to wait upon The Rev^ Sanil' Worces-

ter in order for them, that is the Committee & Mr Wor-
cester to agree upon a Council in order that a difallution

of the contract between The Town & M"" Worcester take

place

The vote being put it pafs*J in the affirmative.

Voted to chuse five as a committee for the above pur-

pose

Voted & chose Deacon Kendol Boutell, Mv Paul

Wetherbee, Joseph Fox Cap* William Brown, M'.' Afa

Perry.

Voted to excufe Deacon Kendol Boutell as serving on

the above committee as he refused to Serve

Voted & chose M"; Moles Hale as one of the above

committee in the rome of Deacon Boutell excused.

Voted to excuse Mr Mofes Hale for serving on the

above committee as he refused to serve.

Voted & chose Mr Thomas Cowdin as one of the

above committee in the rome of Mr Hale excused. . .

Voted to add two more to the above committee

Voted & chose Capr Edward Durant & Doct Peter

Snow to be added to the above committee.

It was motioned & seconded to see if the Town will

difmifs the Rev*:' Samuel Worcester from any further Min-

efterial Service in this Town & notify him of it. The vote

being put it pafs^ in the affirmative

Voted to reconfider the last vote.

Voted to adjorn this meeting for half an hour then to

meet at this place the meeting was accordingly adjorncd.

[144] The Towni meet according to adjornment &
the meeting oppened

Voted to take up the 3''.'^ article in the warrant, to

act upon it.

It was motioned and seconded to know the minds of

the Town whether they would chufe a committee from

each party in the Town, to confer together upon the defi-
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culties Subfistiiig in the Town. The vote being put it

pafs^ in the affirmative

Voted that the Committee confist of nine, three from

each part3^

Voted & chose Daniel Putnum EsqV Mr John Thurs-

ton JunY & M'' Ephr Kim boll on the part that confisted

of M'; Worcesters friends as was exprefs'.'

Joseph Fox, Mr Afa Perry, & M"" Paul Wetherbee, on

the part belonging to the east part of the Town. M*" Jo-

seph Polly, Mr Benj? Herrick & Majr Benj^^ Marfhall on

the part that belonged to the west part of the Town.
Voted that the Committee make their report at the

adjornment of this meeting

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the first munday in

December next at one oClock then to meet at this place.

And the meeting was accordingly adjorned.

The Town meet on munday the 7*? December accord-

ing to adjornment & the meeting oppened.

The committee of nine appointed by the Town to

meet and confult upon the deficulties Subfisting in the

Town made their report as follows (viz)

The committee voted that while Mv Worcester was
our minester the Town would not be united. Unanimus

Alfo it was the minds of the committee that if M*"

Worcester was dismifed the Town would not be united 5

against 4.

Alfo that it would be for the peace of the Town, and
the interest of the Town and for the Interest of Religion

that the contract with m"" Worcester should be difsolved

4 against 3. M*" Polly would not say in the last case nor

rayfelf Daniel Putnam pr order
"^

Fitchburg Novr 27^1^ 1801.

Voted that the report of the committee lie upon the

files in the Clerks office.

The committee appointed to confer with Mr Worcester

relative to chufing a Council made their report as follows

viz.

The committee appointed by the Town of Fitchburg

afsembled on the 17^^^ Novr 1801 bv their vote, to wait
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upon the Rev^ SamV Worcester in order to agree with him
upon a council that a difallution of the contract between

the Town & M^ Worcester take place, have attended that

Service, and make their report as follows (viz)

On the 3':'i December 1801, We meet The Rev^ M": Wor-
cester, and a committee from the Church who we under-

ftood was chosen by the Church to allist with M'' Wor-
cester for the purpose exprefs*' in our Commifsion. after

debating upon the befmefs, MY Worcester and the commit-

tee from the Church informed us that if a Council was to

be agreeded upon it altogether belonged to the Minefter &
Church to agree upon them, And that the Town had no
right to a voice in the choice of the Council, And by the

explanation of their right, it was not in our power to

accomplish the befmefs for which we ware appointed, un-

Icfs the Town was excluded from any choice and give up
all right that the Town claimed, which we conceived to

be an eaquel right with MY Worcester. We strove hard

to convince them that the Town in a Joint vote ought to

have an Eaquel voice with MY Worcester in chufing the

Council in the same way that the contract was made, but

notwithftanding all we could Say upon the Justice & rea-

fonablenefs of it. Still they say all the right for the choice

of a council is in the Minester & the Church. Therefore

we could not confent [145] to give up what we supposed

was the Towns right, £ind so our conference ended, ex-

cepting the conditions upon which MY Worcester proposed

to submit the matter to the Council, which was handed

to the Committee in writing and we shall now communi-
cate to the Town

Paul Wetherbee pY order of the Committee.

Here follows the propofals of MY Worcester.

In confequence of an application of the town of Fitch-

burg through the medium of a committee, appointed to

confer with me, relative to a council for m}' difmifsion I

offer the following proposals.

1. A council shall be called in the regular eclcseastical

manner If their can be such an underftanding, between

the Town, and the Church, as that the choice of the
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Council may be Satiffactory to the Town, it will be a cir-

cumflance very agreable to me.

2. To the council it shall be submitted, whether it be

expedient for a difmifsion to take place ; and if it be upon
what terms, due regard being had to the contract.

3. If any allegations are to be brought before the

council against me, the3' shall be fairly exhibited to me in

writing at least fourteen days prior to the Sefsions of the

council, it shall be particularly understood, that I shrink

not from the fullest investigation, both of my Sentiments

and conduct

Fitchburg S"-? Dec. 1801. Samuel Worcester.

To M^ Paul Wetherbee chairman of the Committee of

the Town.

Voted that the report of the Committee & M^ Wor-
cesters propofals lie upon the files in the Clerks office.

It was motioned & seconded. That this Town have
used their endevours to obtain a mutial Council agreable

to the true intent of the contract entered into between
them and the Reve^ Samuel Worcester as exprefs? in the

same contract and being unable to obtain the Same by
reason of his declenfion & refusal they now declare that

they consider the Contract for his Support defolved, and
that they have no right to, nor any occation for his fu-

ture servifes as a minester, Teacher, or publick Inftructor

in this Town, and that thej-- have a right to imploy any
other Preacher or publick Inftructor when ever the Town
shall think it proper so to do.

The vote being put it pafs^ in the affirmative.

Voted to chuse a committee to notify The Reve? Samuel
Worcester of the above vote, & present him with a coppy
of the same, that he may govern himfelf accordingh^

Voted that the committee confist of three.

Voted & chose Joseph Fox, Cap^ Will™ Brown, & Mv
Paul Wetherbee a committee for the above purpose.

Voted to raise One hundred & thirty dollars for the

purpose of hireing preaching

Voted to defsolve this meeting, and the meeting wras

accordinglj^ difsolved — Israel Turner Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk
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[146] Worcester, fs. To either of the Coiiftables of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting.

,„ ,, You are hereby required in the name of the
(Seal) "

,„
' Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to Notify and

(Seal)
^^_,

' w^arn yerbally the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg quallified by Law to vote in Town
meeting to meet and affemble at the meeting houfe on
munday the Seventh da}^ of this inflant December at three

oClock P. M and \vhen meet to act on the following

articles (Viz)

1 To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To see if the Town will hire preaching, or act any
thing theiron refpecting supplying the pulpit the Town
may think proper.

3 To see if the Town will give the Saxton any orders

refpecting opening the meeting house on Sunda3's, or act

any thing theiron they may think proper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings to sum one of us Israel Turner
j

Reuben Smith [Selectmen
Peter Snow j

In obedience to the within warrant I have notified

and warn,d the Inhabitants as wathin directed.

Thomas French Conllable

Fitchburg December T^^ 1801

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the 7^?^ of December 1801
1 Voted & chose Mr Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Voted to hire preaching

Voted to chufe a committee to hire preaching & sup-

pi}^ the pulpit

Voted that the committee consist of three

Voted & chose M"; Paul Wetherbee, Joseph Fox, M-:

David Boutell a committee for the above purpose.

Voted to add two more to the above committee

Voted & chose Cap^ W"} Brown & M*" Daniel Farwell

to be added to the above committee

Voted that the Saxton be directed not to open the

meeting houfe doors vipon any Occafion unlefs, it should
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be by the direction of the Selectmen, or the committee

chofen to hire preaching to supply the pulpit.

Voted to difsolve this meeting. & the meeting was
accordingly difsolved. Paul Wetherbee Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[147]
1801 —
Capt

Divifion of the School mone3' for the year

Edward Durant
Amos Parce

Joseph Simonds
Ephraim Osborn
David Pratt

Jabez Sawyer
Benj^ Kemp
George Wood
Simeon Shattuck

Amos Ordway
Solomon Gibson

N?
N?
N?

N?
N?
N?
N°
N?
N?
N?
N?

1

2

3

4
5

6

7

8

9

10
11

Fitchburg Jany 9*^^ 1802

$84..58..4

42..68..1

38..02..4

36..48..9

27..16..0

35..93..5

33..36..9

44.. 23. .3

55..87..3

64..40..3

37..24..9

Selectmen

Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow
Abijah Goodridge
Joseph Polly

Worcester fs. To either of the Conllables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the

Commonwealth of Maflachufetts, to notify and
warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

Town quallified b3^ law to vote in Town meetings,

Viz. such as pay to one Single tax besides the Pool

or Pools, a sum equal to two thirds of a single

Pool tax to meet & affemble at the meeting house on
munday the first day of March next, at nine of the Clock

in the forenoon, to act on the following articles, viz

I'y To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting
2'7 To chuse a Town Clerk, Town Treafurer, Select-

men and all other Town ofifercers as the Law directs, and
act any thing refpecting chusing Collectors the Town ma3^

think propper.

(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)
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3ly To see if the will raise a sum of money Sufficient

to pay the Rev"? Saml Worcester for his Services from the
27tb day of Sep* 1801 to December l^y^ 1801 or act any

thing thereon the Town may think proper.

4^y To see what sum or sums of money the Town
will raise to Supply the Pulpet the enfuing year, or act

any thing theiron they may think proper,

5 To see what sum of mone^^ the Town will raise to

support their schools the j^ear enfuing year or act any

thing thereon they may think propper.

6 To see what sum or sums of money the Town will

raise to pay the Towms debts and other necefsary charges

the year enfuing.

7 To see what sum or sums of money the Town will

raise to repair the Highways & bridges the Enfuing year.

8 To see what method the Town will take to sup-

port their Poor the year enfuing or act an^^ thing theiron

the Town may think proper

9 To see if the Town will chuse a committee to settle

with the Town Treafurer,

10 To see if the Town will vote to let the swine to run

at Large under the regulation of the Law the present year.

[148] Illy To see if the Town will chufe a Saxton

or Saxtons to take care of the meeting houfe and burying

Ground the year enfuing or act any thing theiron they

may think proper.

12 To see if the Town will accept of any road or

roads laid out by the Selectmen or their order

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings to sum one of us on or before said day.

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this fifth

day of February AD 1802. Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Joseph Polly

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned all the Inhabitants of the Town quallified by Law
to vote in Town meetings to meet at the time & place

for the purpose within mentioned

FitchburiT Febr? 27*.'^ 1802 Thomas French Conftable
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munda^^ the 1*!* day of March
1802.

Voted & chose MT Afa Perry Moderator
Voted to adjorn this meeting for one hour then to

meet at the houfe of Capt Will™ Browns
The Town meet according to adjornment & meeting

oppened.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the meeting houfe

their to meet in five minutes from this time & the meet-

ing was accordingly adjorned.

between 60 & 70 voters present The Town meet ac-

cording to adjornment and the meeting oppened.

Voted & chose Joseph Fox Town Clerk . Town Clerk.

Voted & Chose M'' Paul Wetherbee Town Treafurer

Town Treafurer

Voted to chufe five Selectmen for the present year, and
they to Serve & have pay for no other Services than they

had the last year.

Voted & chose Israel Turner EsqT M'' Reuben Smith,

Doc^ Peter Snow M"" Abijah Goodridge, & M'" Joseph
Policy Selectmen Selectmen.

Voted to chufe Three Affefsors for the present year

Voted & chole Israel Turner Esq^ M"" Reuben Smith &
Doct Peter Snow Affefsors.

Voted to accept the list of the Jurymen as presented

by the Selectmen

Voted to chuse a committee to let out the Collector-

ihip and that the committee consist of five.

Voted & chose Cap^ Edward Durant, Doct Peter Snow,
Joseph Fox Mr Afa Perry & Cap! Allen Hallet. Voted to

add two more to the above committee Voted & chose Mr
Amos Ordway & M'' David Boutell

committee to let out the Collectorfliip

Voted that the Collectorfhip be let out at the houfe

of Cap* Willr" Browns at half after three this afternoon

and those persons that bid of the Collectorfliip are to

bring two good bonsmen to the acceptance of the Town
& the Committee to make their report at the adjorn-

ment
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[149] Voted & chofe Maj«- John Goodridge, Cap^

Allen Hallet, Mf Amos Parce M": David Bawldin M": Solo-

mon Gibson, M'' Phinehas Brown, M*" Jacob Jaquith, Lieu*

Daniel Putnam Ju^ M'' Levi Farwell, M"" Joseph Polley,

Mr Zachariah Sheldin, M': Joseph Low, M'' Eph'' Osborn,

Deacon EbnT Thurston & M*" Thomas Eaton highway
Surveyors and they to allow the same as last year for

Labour &c Highway Surveyors

Voted to Raife two hundred Pounds to repair the

highways & bridges the present year

Voted & chose MT Demon MV John Farwell JuT M''

Joseph Holt Ju": M'' Jacob Upton, M": Silvester P. Flint,

M': John Willard, M^ George W. Chaplin M': Thos Eaton

JuT M": Levi Farwell, jVP Benj^ Parker, M"" John Badcock
JVP Micah Shattuck, M': William Brown Ju": & M'" Mofes

Jewett Hoggreaves
Voted & chose M': Thomas Hilton & M"- John Smith

Firewards

Voted & chose M': John Willard & M-; WilHam Small

Surveyors of Lumber
Voted & chose IVP Peter Haskiel & M«- Benj^ Fuller

Field drivers

Voted & chose M*" Timothy Garfield & M'' Joseph
Simonds Sealers of leather

Voted & chose M"" Jonas Marfliall JuT . Pound keeper

Voted & chose M^ John Thurston Ju^ & M"" Joseph
Simonds Tytheingmen

Voted & chose M*" John R. Kemp
Surveyors of hoops & Staves

Voted & chose Mv David Macintire s^^"™ 2nd j«iy 1S02

& M": David Boutell S"«™ -"^' -^"'y 1^"-
. . Fence viewers

Voted to raise Twenty pounds to pa}^ Mr Worcester

for his Services as a Minester from the 27 Sep^ to the

7^^ December last.

Voted that the Town Treafurer be directed to pay the

Rev^ Saml' Worcester for his Servifes as a Mineller from

the 27 Sept 1801 to the 7*^ December last past and that

he take his recpt for the Same.

Voted to pafs over the fourth article in the warrant
for the present
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Voted to raise Five hundred dollars for the support of

schools the present year

Voted to chuse a committee to lay out the school

money in the same way and manner as last year.

Voted & chose Mr Jonas Marfliall Jur Majr John
Goodridge Deacon John Farwell M"^ Joseph Downes M*"

Benj^ Fuller W Thol Cowdin, Mv Amos Sheldin M"- Saml
Gibson M*" Benj? Herrick Mf Joseph Farnfworth & Mr
Reuben Gibson School Committee

Voted that each Quarter be reftricted to their own
quarter.

Voted that the school committeemen be directed to

agree with the M afters & Miftrefses upon the same prin-

sables as last year refpecting their being allowed for Sat-

terdays in the afternoons and on publick days unlefs they

keep the schools.

Voted to pafs over the 7*.^ article in the warrant for

the present

Voted to chufe a committee to let out the Poor as

useal in years past.

Voted that the committee confist of Nine.

Voted & chose Majr John Goodridge, M"" Joseph Policy

M"" Jacob Gibson, Cap* James Cowdin Mr Aaron Eaton
M'' David Macintire M^ Benj^ Fuller, M*" Tho^ French &
M*- Daniel Farwell

Voted that the committee proceed upon the befmefs at

four OClock this afternoon at the houfe of Cap* Willr"

Browns and make their report at the adjornment
Voted to chuse a committee to Settle with the Town

Treafurer and they to make report at the adjornment.
Voted to chufe three as a committee
Voted & chose Joseph Fox Israel Turner Esqr & Doct

Peter Snow a committee for the above purpose
Committee to settle with y«" Treafurer

Voted that the Swine go at large under the regulation

of the Law the present year

Voted to let out the Saxton befmefs by way of Vendue
at the houfe of Cap! Will'." Browns at four oClock this

afternoon

Voted that the Committee confist of three
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[150] Voted & chose M-" Jonas Marfliall Jur M^
Abijah Goodridge & M'' Verian Daniels to a committee
for the above purpose and make their report at the ad-

jornment

Voted to be adjorn this meeting for one fortnight from

this time, at one OClock in the afternoon then to meet at

this place

March \^^y 1802.

The town meet according to adjornment and the meet-

ing oppened.

Voted to pafs over the fourth article for the present.

Voted to accept the Report of the Committee that

was chosen to settle with the Treafurer, which report is

as follows Viz

Fitchburg March W^y^ 1802
We the Subfcribers a committee to settle with the

Town Treafurer find in the hands of the Collectors &
others (viz)

We find in the hand of Ezra Ritter $25..53 —
We find an obligation in the Treafurers hands

against Ephraim Kimboll dated Jany 30^^

1800 Interest to be paid Annually for

$100. One years Interest paid 100. .00

One note against John Putnam dated NovY
30*11 1798 (jue on this note besides the

Interest 12..00
One note against William Brown dated Novr

30*11 1798 due on this note besides the

Interest, 18. .17

One note against William Brown dated Nov*"
30*ii 1798 due on this note besides the

Interest, 4..16

One note against Ezra Dana dated NovY 30*1'

1798 due on this note besides the Interest, 3. .50

One note against Ezra Dana dated NovV ?>Wy^

1798 due on this note besides the Interest, 19..00
One note against William Small dated Nov^

30*11 1798 due on this note besides the In-

terest 10..25
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One note against William Small dated Novr
30^^ 1798 due on this note besides the In-

terest, 4..25

We find in the hands of the Treafurer a Con-

fefsion signd by MajT John Goodridge dated

May 13th 1800 for 25. .15

We find in the hands of Abijah Goodridge Col-

lector for the year 1801 Town Rate . . . 592. .14

We find in the hands of Thomas French Col-

lector for the year 1801 Town Rate . . . 339..80

We find in the hands of Abijah Goodridge Col-

lector for the year 1801 tax to supply the

Pulpet 81. .48

We find in the hands of Thomas French Col-

lector for the year 1801 tax to supply the

Pulpet 57..56
We find in the Treafurers hands not accounted

for 171. .94..

3

[151] We find the Town of Fitchburg indebted to

sundry persons viz

Jonathan Smith besides the Interest .... $21 7..59
Notes due to Joseph Fox besides the Interest 503. .06

To the Widow Hannah Cowdin it being her

due towards the old meeting houfe besides

what she has rec<^ 14..79
Due to the Pew Holders in the old meeting

houfe 67..83
Due to the Rev^ Saml' Worcester for his Ser-

vices as a Minefter for the 27t^ Sep* 1801
to 7th December 64..83

Errors Excepted Joseph Fox )

Israel Turner ^Committee
Peter Snow )

Paul Wetherbee Town Treafurer

Voted to accept of the report of the Committee chosen

to settle with the Town treafurer as reported above.

Voted to raise Seven hundred dollars to pay the Towns
Debts & necefsary charges

Voted to accept the report of the Committee that was
chosen to let out the poor which is as follows (viz) . . .
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This may certify that the Committee has attended to

the befmefs of Selling the Towns poor, and have sold them
as follows Viz.

To Silvester P. Flint — Oliver Upton at 1/4 pr weak.
To David Macintire — EphT Smith at 2/8 pT weak.
To Jacob Upton Molly Wares said Upton to pay to

the Town 2/2 for the year
John Goodridge
James Cowdin
Joseph Polle^^

Benj'? Fuller Committee
Jacob Gibson
Daniel Farwell Ju"^

David Macintire

Voted to accept the report of the Committee that was
chosen to let out the Saxton befmefs viz the meeting house

and burying ground which report is as follows (viz

The committee appointed to let out the Collectors

befmefs have attended that Service and let out the Saxton
befinefs to Thomas French at One dollar & Seventy Cents

Jonas Marfliall Ju"" p^ order

Voted to accept the report of the Committee that was
chosen to let out the Collector befmefs which report is as

follows viz

March 1^*^ 1802 The committee chosen by the Town
for the purpose of leting out the CoUectorfliip, have at-

tended to the befmefs and report as follows (viz)

Set up the South side of the Town and Struck of to

Thomas French at $1..15 Cents on the hundred Dollars.

Set up the North Side of the Town and Struck of to

Thomas French at $1..10 Cents on the hundred dollars.

Peter Snow p'' order of the Committee

Voted to accept of M'" Blaney Phillips, & IVP Paul

Wetherbee as bonsman for the Collector befmefs for the

whole Town.
Voted & chose Mr Thomas French Collector for the

whole Town the present year Collector
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[15'^] Voted & chose M'' Thomas French Conftable

Conftable

Voted to difsolve this meeting, and the meeting was
accordingly diisolved

Afa Perry Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcester, fs. To Thomas French Conftaljle of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the
^'*''

^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

^^*^'l\
warn the Male Inhabitants of the Town of Fitch-

^^ '
^ burg of twenty one years of age & upwards, hav-

' ing a freehold eftate within the Commonwealth of

the annual income of Ten dollars or an Eftate to the value

of Two hundred dollars to meet at the meeting houfe on

munday the fifth day of April next at one of the Clock in

the afternoon, to give in their votes for Govenor, Leiuten-

ant Govenor, Senators and Counfellors, agreable to the

Conftitution of said Commonwealth.
Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

nineteenth day of March AD 1802. Hereof fail not and

make return of this warrant with your doings theiron on

or before said day.
Israel Turner ]

Reuben Smith [ o i ^^n , e I
Selectmen

Peter Snow
f

Abijah Goodridge)

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed to

affemble at the time & place and for the purpose within

Mentioned. Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday y'' 5**" day of April 1802
being the first munday in said month for the purpose of

chusing a Govenor, Lieut. Govenor, Senators & Counfellors

The meeting oppened and the Votes called for in order,

counted and Sorted, and declaration made as follows viz

—



254 The Old Records of the

Goveilor

For His ExcelancY Caleb Strong Esq^ 70
Elbridge Gary Esq*" 72
General Will'." Heath 1

The Hon. Edw^ H. Robins Esqr 1

Leu! Govenor
For The Hon. Edward H. Robins 64

Gen'. William Heath 68

[153] Senators and Counfellors

For The Honol Elijah Brigham Esqr 59
The Honl Salem Town Esq": 60
The Honl Thomas Hale Esq": 60
The Honl Berzelial Tafts Esq'" 60
The Hon! Daniel Bigelow Esq'" 60

For Genrl John Whiting 60
Pliney Mirick Esq'- 60
Edward Bangs Esq*- 60
Mofes White Esq*^ 60
Saml' Jones Esq*- 60

Israel Turner
|

Peter Snow > Selectmen
Joseph Polly J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To Thomas French Conftable of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

^^
. You are hereby required in the name of the

^^
"^

,^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

^^^
'

^ warn the free holders and other Inhabitants qualli-

fied by law to vote in Town meetings to meet and
affemble at the meeting houfe in said Fitchburg on mun-
day the fifth day of April next at four of the Clock in the

afternoon to act on the following articles (viz)

l!* To chufe a Moderator to govern said meeting.
2°^ To see if the Town will defra3' the expence of

the Council convened at Capl W'." Browns on the sixteenth

day of March Initant or act any thing thereon they may
think proper
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3'^ To see if the Town will accept of any roads

laved out by the Selectmen or their order or act any
thing theiron they may think proper

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

nineteenth day of March AD 1802
Israel Turner ]

Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Abijah Goodridgej

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabit£ints of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed to

afsemljle at the time & place and for the purpose within

mention. Thomas French Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsemliled on munday the 5^^ da^- of April 1802.

Voted & chose Daniel Putnam Esq'' moderator
Voted to pafs over the 2'."^ article in the warrant
Voted to Accept the report of A road as it is laid

out by the Selectmen for the benefit of Solomon Gibson
which report and difscription of the road is as follows —
viz

over

[154] We the Subfcribers have lay^ out a Town road
begining opefite to Solomon Gibsons house, from thence on
M^ Jacob Gibsons line, till it comes to his corner opesite

Mv Chase's land, thence on Mr Chase's line to the road
leading to Ashby. said road is laid out two rods wide,

said Land is all on said Solomon Gibsons land, and laid

out for his benifit & given by him.

Peter Snow | o i -

Abijah Goodridgej
Selectmen

Fitchburg Sept igth igQl

Voted to accept the report of A road with the amend-
ment as it is laid out by the Selectmen for the benifit of

Timothy Batchelor which report is as follows (viz)

The Subfcribers by request of Mr Timothy Batchelor
have laid out a bridle road one rod wide on land of Mr
Amos Lawrence, and is bounded as follows (Viz) begining



256 The Old Records of the

at the Town road leading to Ashby at an old ehesnut

Stump, Just within Mr Lawrences fence, from thence a
strait line to a small white Oak tree marked, thence to a

small ehesnut tree marked, thence to Mr Batchelors Stone
wall. Where it Joins the wall between Mr Larence & Mr
Batcheldor and have apprised the damage at $10..00

Israel Turner
)

Reuben Smith
J
Selectmen

Peter Snow J

Fitchburg December 23r'i 1801
N. B. the marked trees on the East side of the road.

The Subfcribers further report that Mr Batcheldor en-

demnify the Town from all expences that may accrew in

confequence of said road, and that Mr Batcheldor erect

and maintain two gates or bars, one at each End of the

road ; and if M'' Lawrance make any fences acrofs said

road he shall erect gates or bars at his own expence which
shall be convenient for said Batcheldor to use in pafsing

& repafsing Israel Turner
]

Reuben Smith } Selectmen
Fitchburg April 5^^ 1802 Peter Snow J

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Daniel Putnam Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[155] Worcefter fs. To Thomas French Conftable of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

, You are hereby required in the name of the

^j^
'

^
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

rt;. n warn the male Inhabitants of said Town being

/c
'

i\
twenty one years of age, and refident in said Town

^^^
',^ for the Space of One year next preceeding having a

freehold Eftate wnthin said Town of the Annual
income of Ten dollars, or any eftate to the value of Two
hundred dollars to meet at the meeting houfe in said

Fitchburg on Friday the fourteenth day of may next at

two of the Clock P. M. for the purpose of chufing a

reprefentative to represent them at the General court ap-

pointed to be convened and held at Boston on the last

Wednesday of may next.
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Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant to

some one of us on or before said day. Given under our

hands and Seals this Twentj^ ninth day of April AD 1802.

Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Abijah Good ridge

Joseph Polley

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned the Male Inhabitants of said Town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to meet at the time & place & for the

purpose within mentioned Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on friday y^ 14^*^ day of May 1802
for the purpose of chusing a representative

The meeting oppened.

Voted not to Send a representative the present year

to represent the Town at the General Court.

Israel Turner 1

Reuben Smith > Selectmen
Abijah Goodridgej

Joseph Fox Tow^n Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To Thomas French Conftable of the

Town of Fitchburg, Greeting

^_,
,. You are hereby required in the name of the

^j^*^,^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

^^;^ ,^ warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants qualli-

^„ 1 fied by Law to vote in Town meeting, verbally, to

^j^ .^ meet and afsemble at the meeting houfe in said

Fitchburg on the thirty first day of may Inftent at

six of the Clock in the afternoon, and when met to act

on the following articles (viz)

\^^ To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting
2^^ To see if the Town wall chufe a committee to settle

with the Rev^ Saml^ Worcester in regard to his back arear-

ages, or act any thing theiron the Town may think propper.

3'y To see if the Town will chufe an agent or agents

to obtain a discontinuance of a road latelj^ laid out by a

Courts committee round Leitches hill (so called)

18 Hereof
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[156] Hereof fail not and make return of this war-
rant to sum one of us on said day. given under our

hands and Seals at Fitchburg this thirty first da3^ of May
1802 Israel Turner

Reuben Smith
Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Joseph Polly

j

In obedience to the within warrant I have notified the

Inhabitants as within directed to meet at time and place

as within directed Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 31^^ da\^ of May 1802.

Voted & chose Mr Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Voted to chuse a committee to make a Settlement

w^ith the Reverend Samuel Worcester with regard to his

back Arearages and make their report as soon as soon as

is convenient.

Voted that the Committee confist of five

Voted & chose David Boutell, Joseph Fox, Cap^ Ed-

ward Durant, Cap* Will™ Brown & Mv John Thurston Ju^

Voted to adjorn this meeting for a Quarter of an hour.

The Town met according to adjornment

Voted to accept of the Propofifsion that Mr Worcester

made this day by letter to the Town through the Select-

men with regard to a Settlement for the Arearages due

him for his Support.

Voted to chufe a committee for the above purpose and
the Committee to be authorised to make a Settlement in

behalf of the Town
Voted that the Committee confist of three

Voted & chose M*" Paul Wetherbee, Joseph Fox & Mr
David Boutell be the Committee for the purpose of mak-
ing a Settlement with the Reverend Samuel Worcester and

take a discharge agreeable to his Propofifsion and make
their report at sum future meeting.

Voted to chuse an agent to go to Worcester to obtain

a discontinuance of a road lately laid out by a courts

committee round Leitches hill (so called)



To%vn of Fitchburg. 259

Voted to chtise Israel Turner Esq^ an agent for the

above purpose

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Paul Wetherljee Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[157] To Thomas French Conftable of the Town of

Fitchburg Greeting

you are hereb}' required in the name of the

)e!^i\ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

^^
'

^
warn the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of

^^
'

^
said Town quallified by Law to vote in Town

^„
'

^
meetings to meet and afsemble at the meeting houfe

"^

in said Town on munday the thirty first day of

Ma3^ inftant at one of the Clock P. M. to act on the fol-

lowing articles Viz.

1 To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To see what method the Town will take to make
the New county road lately laid out from Eph^ Kimboll

Ju^ to Joseph Pollys, or act any thing theiron the Towni

may think propper.

3 To see if the Town will Sell the Land belonging to

the Town lying on the South side of the road adjoining

to Jonas Marfliall Ju^ or act any thing theiron the Town
may think propper

4 To see if the Town will purchase another burying

Cloath or Cloaths for the west part of the Town or act

any thing theiron they ma^' think propper.

5 To see if the Town will excufe the Committee
chosen the Seventh of December 1801 to hire publick

Teachers from any further Service or act any thing theiron

as they shall think propper.

6 To see what Ufe the Town will appropriate their

meeting houfe too the present year and Act any thing

theiron as they shall think propper.

7 To see if the Town will raife any money to Supply

the pulpit the enfuing Season and chufe a committee for

that purpose or act any thing theiron the Town may
think proper.

8 To see if the Towm will oppose the eftablishing the
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proposed alteration in the County road from Maj^ John
Goodridge to Leominller Hne, or act anything theiron they

think propper

9 To see if the Town will comply with the request of

the Committee of the Town of Westminfter refpecting a

Divifion of the County or act any thing the Town may
think propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this Warrant with

your doings theiron on or before said da^^ Given under

our hands and Seals this fourteenth day of may AD. 1802.

Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow [Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Joseph Policy

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned all the Inhabitants of said Town quallified as

theirin exprefs*? to meet at the time & place & for the

purposes theirin mentioned. Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsemliled on munday the 31^^ may 1802
Voted & chose M*: Paul Wetherbee Moderator.

Voted to pafs over the 2?*^ article in the warrant
Voted to pafs over the 3''.'' article in the warrant

refpecting Selling sum of the Towns land

Voted to chuse a committee to provide burying Cloaths

for each part of the Town.
Voted to chuse three as a Committee to provide bury-

ing Cloaths for each part of the Town, and they to re-

port the expence to the Town for allowance.

Voted and chose Joseph Fox, Joseph Policy & Ephraim
Kimboll a committee for the above purpose.

Voted to difmifs the Committee chosen the Seventh day
of December 1801 to hire publick teachers from an^' fur-

ther Service.

Voted to chufe a committee to confider the 6'^.*' article

in the warrant and report to the Town as soon as may be

Voted that the Committee confist of Seven.
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[158] Voted and chose Samuel Gibson, Abraham Wil-

lard, Joseph Fox David Boutell Cap* William Brown, John
Thurston Jur & Daniel Putnam Esqr a committee for the

above purpose.

Voted that this meeting be adjorned for half an hour
then to meet at this place

The Town met according to adjornment and the meet-

ing oppened.

The Committee appointed to confider the 6*^ article in

the warrant have attended to the befmefs and beg leave

to report (viz) that the befmefs of this meeting be omitted

untill another meeting be warned by verbal warning and
a committee chosen for the purpose of Setling with M^
Worcester, and untill they make their report to the Town,

Voted to accept the report of the Committee
And then, after another meeting was warnd by the

Conftables by verbal warning. The Town voted to adjorn

this meeting untill half after six oClock this day then to

meet at this place

The Town met according to adjornment.

Voted that each denomenation in the Town be intitled

to improve the meeting house on Sundays in propotion to

the taxes they pay.

And on all Sundays when any denomenation that is

intitled to the meeting house do not wish to improve it

and Mr Worcesters adhereants apply to them, and they

consent that Mt Worcesters adhereants improve it the

Town has no objections.

Voted to chuse a committee to propotion the Sundays
for each denomenation to improve the meeting house on
Sundays in propotion to their taxes

Voted that the Committee confist of five.

Voted & chose M"" Reuben Smith, M*" John Thurston

Jur Doc^ Peter Snow Israel Turner EsqV & M^ Samuel
Gibson, to be a committee for the above purpose and to

make their report.

Voted to pafs over the 7*!^ article in the warrant.
Voted that Israel Turner Esq^ be an agent for the

Town to oppose the Efstablishing the proposed alteration

in the County road from Majr John Goodridges to Leom-
infter line.
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Voted to comply with the request of a Committee of

the Town of Westrainfter refpecting a Divifion of the

County for chusing an Agent or agents to attend at

Gardner for the purpose exprefs"? in y^ request, providing

their is no Expence to the Town for the Agent or agents

that shall attend.

Voted & chose Deacon Kendol Boutell, & Cap^ Wil-

liam Brown agents for the above purpose and they to

make their report at sum future meeting.

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Paul Wetherbee Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[159] Worcester : fs : To Thomas French Conllable of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

„ , You are hereby required in the name of the

^^
'

^
Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

^(^
'

^
warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

' Town quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings

to meet and afsemble at the meeting houfe in said Fitch-

burg on thursday the Seventeenth day of June inftant at

three of the Clock in the afternoon, and when met to act

on the following Articles (viz.).

1 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To see if the Town will raise Money to Settle the

Arearages due to the Reve^ SamV Worcester agreable to

a Settlement made with him by a committee chose by the

Town for that purpose

3 To see if the Town wall raise an}- money to Supply

the Pulpit or act any thing theiron as they shall think

propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this w^arrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or laefore said

day given under our hands this first da3^ of June AD.

1802. Israel Turner ]

Peter Snow JSelectmen
Abijah Goodridgej

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

inhabitants of the Town quallified as theirin Exprefsed to

aflem1)le at the time & place & for the purpose within

mentioned Thomas French Conllable
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on thursday the 17^^ day of June

1802 —
1 Voted & chose Israel Turner Esq': Moderator

Voted to raise One hundred and fifty nine dollars &
eighty one Cents to settle the Arearages due to the Rev^

Saml' Worcester agreable to a Settlement made with him
by a committee chofen for that purpose on the 31®^ day of

May 1802, that sum together with twenty pounds that

has ben raised at sum former meeting makes up the full

Sum due him from y^ 17^^ Sep* last untill the 1^* June

Inftant at the time the committee made a Settlement with

him & took his recp^

Voted not to raise any mone3^ to Supply the Pulpit

the present year

Voted to difsolve this meeting

the meeting was according^ difsolved

Israel Turner Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[160] Here follows a coppy of a letter MT Worcester

handed in to the Town in which is the ground work of a

Settlement made with him, and likewise a coppy of M^
Worcesters recp^ to the Town for his Support untill the

l^t June 1802 and forever.

Fitchburg 31^* May, 1802
Gentlemen

As a majority of this Town have for sum time

past manifested a wish that their contract with me for my
Support might be difsolved as it is thought it may con-

duce to the peace and harmony of the Town, should a tax

upon the Town for my Support be in future difpensed

with — and as a plan is now in progrefs making perma-

nant provision for my Support without an afsesment upon
the Town :

— I now declare to you, and through you as

the regular channel, to the Town of Fitchburg, that, pro-

vided the Town still think it best, I am willing to relin-

quish on my part, the Original contract for my support

;

and to accept in lieu of what was therein Stipulated for

my Support, such provision as may otherwise be made for
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the same purpose, and I propose and consent, that, from

and after the day, on which the Town shall regularly

notify me of their acceptance of this proposal, my present

contract with the Town so far as it relates to my sup-

port, shall cease to be in force, And with a view to pre-

vent any future contention or litigation, and Amicably to

adjust, as far as pofsable, all differences and disputes, I

beg leave refpectfully to suggest whether it may not be

adviseable for a committee to be appointed on the part of

the Town to arrange and Settle with me refpecting Arear-

ages which may be due; fully persuaded that should such

a meafure be adopted, no conliderable difficulty would at-

tend an amicable and final adjustment, this letter you will

be pleased to communicate to the Town as soon as

convenient.

with great refpect, I am Gentlemen your very humble

Serv* Samuel Worcester

To the Gentlemen Selectmen of the Town of Fitchburg.

Fitchburg !«* June 1802 Received of Mefr^ Paul

Wetherbee Joseph Fox, and David Boutell, Committee

appointed to make a Settlement with me in behalf of the

Town of Fitchburg, the Sum of One hundred and Ninety

six dollars, and fortj' eight cents, in full of all Arearages

due to me from said town, as a minester or religious in-

ftructor. And I do hereby declare my consent to relinquish,

and do wholly and forever relinquish the contract made
with me by the said Town for my Support.

Attest Samy Scolley
Samuel Worcester

The above is a true coppy of Mr Worcesters letter &
his Recpt

attest Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[161] Worcester, fs. To Thomas French Conftable for

the town of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the

{^^\\ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

^
*

^ warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants qualli-

fied by Law to vote in Town meetings to meet and

afsemble at the meeting houfe in said Town on munday the
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twenty third da3' of August inllant at Four of the Clock

P. M. and when meet to act on the following articles viz.

1?* To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To see if the Town is willing that the Rev*? M*:

Worcester should be continued with the Petitioners to the

General Court for an incorporation for the management
of a fund for the Support of the said M*: Worcester with

such others as shall here after join with them upon con-

dition that those who are not willing to contribute to his

the said Mr Worcesters support, be for ever excluded from

that burden, or act any thing theiron the Town may
think propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron on or before Said day, given under

our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this ninth day of

August AD. 1802 Reuben Smith]
Peter Snow >Selectmen
Joseph Policy J

Gentlemen Selectmen I have rec*? a warrant from you
dated August the 9*^ inftant but I did not receive it till

the 10^^ of this inftant at about nine of the Clock, A. M.
by the hand of M^ Thomas Eaton, and I put it up about
Eleven oClock, A. M. Sir? I cannot make a return in the

Useal form ; for the Law says a warrant shall stand four-

teen days, but this stands but about thirteen days.

Thomas French Conftable

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Fitch-

burg afsembled on munday the 2?>\^ August 1802 —
1 Voted & chose M*" Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Voted to difsolve this meeting

Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter. fs To Thomas French Conftable of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

,j^ ,. You are hereby required in the name of the

^^
'

^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

/'«s

'

U ^^'^^^^ ^^^ f^^^ holders and other Inhabitants of said

Town quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings

to meet and affemble at the meeting houfe on munday the
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2Z\^ day of August inftant at one of the Clock P. M. and
when meet to act on the following articles (viz)

1 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To see if the Town will raise a sum of money to

hire preaching, and chuse a committee for that purpose or

act any thing refpecting supplying the pulpet they think

propper.

3 To see what method the Town will take to defend

the Action commenced against the the Town by John
Putnam or act any thing theiron they ma^' think proper.

[165<J] 4 To see if the Town will allow Joseph Fox
Esq^ highway Surveyor for the year 1801 to work out

the remainder of his list on the road or common, or act

any thing theiron they may think propper.

5 To see if the Town will refund to all those persons

that were exempted from minefterial taxes by certificates

their propotion of the expences of the Rev^ MT Worcesters

ordination, and the expence of the Cotmcil in June 1801 or

act any thing theiron they think proper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

day, given under our hands & Seals this Sixth day of

August AD. 1802 Israel Turner]
Peter Snow >Selectmen
Joseph Polle3^J

Perfuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned all the Inhabitants of the Town quallified by Law
to vote in Town meetings to meet at the time & place

for the purpofes within mentioned.

Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 23':'' day of August
1802

1 Voted and chose Doc* Peter Snow Moderator
Voted not to Raise any money to hire preaching

Voted to chuse three Agents, they or either of them
to defend the action comminced against the Town by John
Putnam of Dracut, either by defending the action at
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Court, or Submitting it to a rule, or Setling it in a private

way as they shall think best.

Voted to chuse three Agents for the above purpose

Voted & chose Joseph Fox, Doc* Jonas Marftiall, & Mr
Reuben Smith agents for the above purpose.

Voted to lay out the work remaining due on Joseph

Fox list of highway taxes for the 3^ear 1801 on the Hill

West of Eph": Kimboll J^ in the middle Deftrict.

Voted that Cap! Allen Hallet be requested to take y^

list of highw^ay taxes that Joseph Fox had in his hands

as highway Surveyor for the year 1801 and See that

[1G3] that the remaining taxes are worked out on the

hill West of Ephr Kimboll Jur! which is in the middle

deftrict and make return of his doings to the affefsors at

the time he is directed to return his list so that if their

should be any deficient they may be put into the next

town tax.

Voted to chuse the aflefsors a committee to look into,

and conlider the 5*^ article in the warrant and make their

report to the Town at sum future meeting.

Voted to adjorn this meeting for one fortnight from

this day at two oClock in the afternoon.

Sep! 6*^ 1802 The Town meet according to adjorn-

ment and the meeting oppened.

The Affefsors as a committee after looking into and
confidering the 5!^ article in the warrant made their report

as follows (viz)

We the Subfcribers a committee chosen by the Town
to take into consideration the fifth article of the Warrant
of the meeting refpecting those that were exempted from
Minefterial Taxes at the time of Mr Worcesters ordination

to be reimbufed their propotion of said expence and like-

wise the expence of the Council in June 1801 and to report

at sum future meeting have attended the befinefs and beg
leave to report (viz) That on examining the Valuation

and making the proprotion for y\.\ Abraham Willard &
Mr Joseph Policy, by working each cafe by the Rule of

three find Mr Willards part to be Seventy One Cents, and
M! Joseph PoUeys Sixty four Cents, and confidering every
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circumftances It will take confiderable time to make ac-

curate calculations; and that their are a number more
which the fifth Article in the Warrant does not compre-

hend, who will naturally come in for claims, do fully

recommend Mr Willards motion at the last meeting which
was, that the parties to give up all their demands of this

kind provided the Town will give them afsurance that

they shall not be taxed in future for an^^ miniflerial ex-

pences

Sept 6t? 1802 Israel Turner
jReuben Smith
J
Committee

Peter Snow J

Voted to accept the above report.

Voted to difsolve this meeting,

and the meeting was accordingly difsolved

Peter Snow Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcester : fs : To Thomas French Conflable of the

Town of Fitchburg, Greeting.

you are hereby directed in the name of the

^„ .^ Commonwealth of Maflachufetts to notify & warn

^ ^ the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said Town

^^ ^ quallified by Law to vote in Town meeting to
^ meet and affemble at the meeting houfe in Said

Town on munday the eleventh day of Oct*: next at One of

the Clock P. M to act on the following articles (viz,)

l^t To chufe a moderator to Govern said meeting
2°- To see if the Town is willing the Church of Christ

together with such others as shall hereafter Join with them
in making choice of a Gospell minefter in this place upon
condition, that they take upon themfelves the burden of

his support, and such others as are not willing to con-

tribute to his support be [1(54:] be forever excluded from

that burden or act any thing theiron the Town may think

propper.

3 To see if the Town will chuse a committee with

directions to confer together, in order to form a Union &
hire preaching: or act any thing theiron the^' may think

propper.
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4 To see if the Town will raise a Sum of money to

hire preaching : or act any thing theiron they think propper.

5 To see if the Town will build a bridge over the

brook Ijetween M^ Benj^^ Smiths and MT Stephen Thurs-
tons, or act any thing theiron they may think propper

6 To see if the Town will make any alteration in the

road from Phinehas Aliens, to Abraham Farwells land for

the better accommedation of the traveling, or act any
thing theiron they may think propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant to

some one of us on or before said day
Given under our hands & Seals this twenty first day

of Sept AD 1802 Israel Turner
]Reuben Smith I o i 4.D , r> ; Selectmen

Peter Snow [

Joseph Policy
J

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned all the Inhabitants of the Town quallified by Law
to vote in Town meeting to meet at the time and place

and for the purpose within mentioned

Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday y^: 11^^ Octr 1802 —
Voted & chose Daniel Putnam EsqT Moderator
Voted to pafs over the second article in the warrant
Voted to chuse a Committee with directions to confer

together in order to form a Union, and that the Commit-
tee report to the Town in half an hour.

Voted that the Committee confist of Eight

Voted & chose Deacon Kendol Boutell, Mr Ephr Kim-
boll M"" John Thurston Junr Mr Mofes Hale, Cap* Edward
Durant Mr David Boutell Mr Paul Wetherbee & Mr Tim?
Garfield

Voted to add Daniel Putnam Esqr to the above Com-
mittee

Voted & chose Mr Joseph Policy Moderator Pro tem
Voted to adjorn this meeting for ten minutes then

to meet at this place.
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[1G5] The Town meet according to adjornment

Voted to take up the fifth article in the warrant

Voted to take up the Sixth article in the warrant in

connection with the 5^^ article.

Voted to chuse a committee to view the proposed

alteration in the road as proposed in the 6*^ article in the

warrant
Voted that the Committee confist of five

Voted that the five Selectmen be the committee for the

above purpose and they to make report at the adjornment.

Voted to take up the 3';'^ article in the warrant and

here the report of the Committee which was chosen for

that purpose and was to report in half an hour

The Committee reported as follows— viz— It is agreed

by the Committee to recommend to the Town
1^* That this meeting be adjorned to the first munday

of November next at one oClock P. M.
21^ that at the meeting on adjornment we advise to

raise a sum of money Sufficient to hire preaching untill

the 2^^ Saboth in March next.

31^ To have every man who is unwnlling to be taxed

to pay money to hire preaching bring in his name to the

Town Clerk previous to the adjornment, & shall be exempt

from Minifterial taxation
4^h That a committee be chofen of eaqual numbers

from each party forming the Congregational Society to

hire preaching, and that all those which are exempt from

payment of ministerial tax shall be excluded from the

said Committee
By order of the Committee

Kendol Boutel Chairman

Ocf: ll^h 1802.

Voted to accept the above report.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the first munday of

November next at One OClock P. M.
On munday y^ 1^* Nov!: 1802 The Town meet accord-

ing to adjornment & y^ meeting oppened

A motion was made and seconded to see if the Towm
w^ould raise a sum of money to hire preaching untill the
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2°*^ Sunday in March next, The vote was tryed b}^ divid-

ing the houfe, & it pafs in the Negative

Voted to accept the report of the Committee that was
appointed to view the road from Phinehas Aliens to

Abraham Farwells which report is as follows viz

Agreable to a vote of the Town we have viewed the

proposed Alteration as directed and beg leave to report

(Viz) that it is our Opinion that it was best to wait till

it was known whether the New alteration in the County
road from Mr Ephr Kimljolls Ju^ to Mr Hartwells should

take place or not, as the people may be Accommedated
better that way than any other waj-

Peter Snow pr order of the Committee
Fitchburg Nov-: 1^* 1802.

Voted to difsole this meeting.

Daniel Putnam Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[166] Worcefter, fs. To Thomas French Conflable of

the Town of Town Fitchburg Greeting.

CQ ,i\
^ou are hereby required in the name of the

^^^^.^ Commonwealth of MalTachusetts, to notify and
^^'' f warn the Male Inhabitants of said Town being

twenty one years of Age, and refident in said town
being twenty one years of age, and refident in said Town
for the Space of One year next proceeding having a free-

hold eftate within said town of the Annual income of ten

dollars, or any Eftate to the value of two hundred dollars,

to meet at the meeting houfe on Munday the first day of

November next at three of the Clock P. M. for the pur-

pose of chufing a Reprefentative to reprefent them in the

Congrefs of the United States to be convened at the City

of Wafliington on the forth day of March next. Hereof

fail not and make return of this warrant to sum one of

us on or before said da3^

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

Sixteenth day of October AD 1802
Israel Turner ]

Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Abijah Goodridgej
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F^ersuant to the within warrant I have Notified &
warned all the Male inhabitants of the Town being

twenty one years old & upwards to meet at the Time
and place and for the purpose within mentioned

Thomas French Conflable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchl)urg affembled on Munday yf l*?* Novr 1802 for the

purpose of chusing a Reprefentative to Congrefs for the

North Worcester Deftrict

The votes called for counted & Sorted and was as fol-

lows Viz.

For William Stedman EsqV . . 55
For Genl John Whiting .... 64

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Israel Turner
\

Reuben Smith I ^ i ^D , c ) Selectmen
Peter Snow

f

Joseph Policy J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[1G7] Worcefter Is. To Thomas French Conflable of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting.

You are hereby required in the name of the

^„
" ^ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

^j^ ^ warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants qualli-

fied by Law to vote in Tow^n meeting to meet &
afsemble at the meeting houfe in Said Town on Munday
the first day of November next at four of the Clock P. M.
and when meet to act on the following articles Viz. . . .

1 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To See if the Town will raise Three hundred dol-

lars to be laid out towards finishing the meeting house in

the west part of the Town, on condition that the Societies

in the West part of the Town, relinquish their right of

bringing a teacher into the Towns meeting houfe or act

any thing theiron they may think propper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant to

sum one of us on or before said day given under our
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hands & Seals at Fitchburg this eighteenth day of Ocf:

AD. 1802 Reuben Smith]
Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Joseph PolleyJ

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned all the Inhabitants of said Town quallified by Law
to vote in Town meetings to meet at the time & place and

when meet to act on the articles within mentioned

Tho? French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday y^ 1^^ Nov^ 1802
Voted & chose Doc^ Peter Snow Moderator
Voted to chuse a committee to look into the 2?"^ article

in the warrant, and they to make their report what is

advifeable to be done refpecting said article at Sum future

meeting.

Voted that the Committee confist of five

Voted & chose Cap* Edward Durant, Daniel Putnam
Esq": M'- Eph': Kimboll Israel Turner Esq': & M": Abijah

Goodridge a committee for the above purpose.

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Peter Snow Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[168] Worcester fs. To Thomas French Conftable of

Fitchburg Greeting

^j ,. You are hereby required in the Name of the

^^^ ,^ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

^„ , warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of

Fitchburg Quallified to vote in Town meetings to

afsemble and meet at the meeting houfe in Fitchburg on

Monday the 29^1^ day of Nov": Inftant at two of the Clock

in the afternoon and when meet to act on the following

articles (viz)

l!* To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting

2\y To see if the Town will raise a sum of money to

hire Preaching which sum to be affefed on the Pooles and
Eftates of all the Inhabitants of the Town Excepting all
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those that has been heretofore Cleared by Certificate, or

act any thing thereon the Town shall think proper, Here-

of fail not and make return of this warrant with your
Doings thereon to sum one of us on or before said day
given under our hands this Eleventh day of NovV AD 1802

Israel Turner
\

Peter Snow JSelectmen
Abijah Goodridge]

Persuant to the within warant I have notified &
warned all the Inhabitants of the Town quallified by Law
to vote in Town meeting to meet at the time and pkice

and for the purpose within mentioned

Thomas French Conflable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday y*^ 29*^.** Novr 1802
Voted & chose Israel Turner Esq^ Moderator
Voted to raise money to hire preaching

Voted to raise Two hundred dollars to hire preaching

Voted to chuse a Committee of five to lay out the

two hundred dollars for preaching.

Voted & chose M^: Joseph Richard fon [*M': Mofes

Hale] Excused Mr David Boutell [*Deacon Kendal Bou-

tell] Excused Cap^ Edward Durant M'- Paul Wetherbee &
Daniel Putnam EsqY a committee for the above purpose

Voted to difsolve this meeting, the meeting was ac-

cordingly Difsolved Israel Turner Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[169] A Divilion of the school money made by the

Subfcribers agrealjle to a vote of the Town.

School Committeemen for the year 1802

Jonas Marfliall Jun'" . . . N? 1 $ 92. .64..

7

John Goodridge 2 . 47. .05. .8

John Farwell 3 . 40..44..2

*These names are canceled in the original.
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Joseph Downe
Benj> Fuller . .

Thomas Cowdin
Amos Shelden

Samuel Gibson

Benj'? Herrick

Jose]3h Farnfworth
Reuben Gibson

4
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[170] Persuant to the within warrant I have notified

& warned all the Inhabitants of the Town quallified by
Law to vote in Town meeting to meet at the time and
place for the purpose within mentioned

Thomas French Confbable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on Friday the 21^^ Janury 1803.

Voted & chose Cap^ William Brown Moderator
Voted that the Town are willing that a Turnpike road

should be made on the road leading from the Guide post

west of Wards Mill through Fitchburg on the road lead-

ing to Ashburnham
Voted to difsolve this meeting.

the meeting was accordingly difsolved

William Brown Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcefter, fs. To Thomas French Conftable of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

,^^ , You are herebj^ required in the name of the

^^^
"

^
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts, to notify and

^^ ^ warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

^„ J Town quallified by law to vote in Town meeting

^^^ i\ "to meet and Aflemble at the Meeting houfe in said

Town on munday the Seventh day of March next

at two of the Clock P. M. to act on the following articles

(Viz).-

1?^ To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To see if the Town will refund to all those persons

who adherared to The Reve*? Samuel Worcester as their

minester, and paid him untill he was regarly difmifed, all

the money they paid towards a tax, which was granted

for to pay for preaching on the seventh day of December
1801 or act any thing theiron they shall think propper.

3 To see what order the Town will take with the last

grant of the Town for the Sum of Two hundred Dollars

to pay for preaching now in the Collectors Hands.
4 To see if the Town will appropriate the Meeting
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house for the Use of the Church & regular Congregational

Society for the future, or act any thing theiron as they

shall think most the peace and interest of the Town, ex-

cepting the right to the Univarfa Society in the West part

of the Town, and the Baptists

5 To see if the Town will chuse a Deligate at Gard-

ner agreable to request, or act any thing theiron they

shall think propper

6 To see if the Town will refund to all in the west
part of the Town, that are now Certificated all the monej^

they have paid towards building the Towns meeting houfe

on conditions that thej-- relinquish their right of bringing

their Teachers into to Towns meeting house on Sundays
or act any thing theiron they may think propper ....

[171] Hereof fail not and make return of this War-
rant with your doing theiron on or before said day.

Given under our hands and seals this Sixteenth day of

February AD 1803. Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow J^Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Joseph Policy

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned all the Inhabitants of said Town quallified by
Law to vote in Town meeting, to meet at the time and
place within mentioned Thomas French Conflable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of The Town
of Fitchburg afsembled on munday the 1^^ day of March
1803.

Voted & chose M*; Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Voted not to refund to those persons who adheard to

the Rev^ Mr Worcester as their minester, as requested in

the 2?*^ article in the warrant.

Voted to pafs over the 3T*^ article in the warrant.

Two motions was presented to the Moderator at one
and the same time, A, dispute took place to know which
should be acted upon. The Town Voted not to act upon
cither, which votes was worded as follows, (viz)
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One of the motions was as follows (viz) I motion that

the fourth article be pafs^ over. Signd by Edward Durant
& seconded by Jonas Marfhall JuT this motion was in

writing.

the other Motion was as follows (viz) It is moved
and seconded that in future the Regular Congregational

Church in this place and those adhereing to them and
afsociated with them in the publick worfhip of God, Shall

have the Ufe, previledge and injoyment of the meeting houfe

for Religious worihip under the lead of Such person, or

persons as shall be imployed, or approved by a Commit-
tee the Majority of which shall be chosen by the Church,

excepting the right formerly alloted to the Baptists, and a

Just aportionment to every other dnomination in the

Town according to their property in the house and when
Actuall}^ used by them agreable to such apportionment,

Signd b}^ Ephr Kimboll & Thomas Thurston.

Voted to pafs over the 4^^^ article in the warrant.

Voted that the deligates formerly chosen upon the

Subject of a New Count3', attend a Convention at Gard-

ner agreable to a Circular letter sent to the Selectmen of

this town by a committee chosen for that purpose. On
y^ second tusday in April next, at Ten oClock A, M. and

they to act when meet in convention what they shall

think best for the good of the whole.

Voted to pafs over the 6^"^ article in the warrant.

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Paul Wetherbee Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[17'^] Worcefler. fs. To Thomas French Conftahle of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereb}- required in the name of the
(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)

/c , n Commonwealth of MaiTachufetts to notify and warn
the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said Town

,j^^ , quallified b}^ Law to vote in Town meetings to

^' '.^ meet and afsemble at the meeting house in said

Town on munday the Seventh day of Alarch next

fit nine of the Clock in the forenoon to act on the follow-

ing articles (viz.)
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1 To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting

2 To chuse a Town Clerk, Town Treafurer, Selectmen,

and all other Town officers as the Law directs, and act

any thing theiron in regard to chufmg Collectors as they

may think propper

3 To see what sum of money the Town will raise to

repair the Highways & Bridges, make new roads, or act

any thing with regard to repairing or making roads the

Town may think propper.

4 To see what method the Town will take to support

their poor the present year or act an^^ thing theiron the3^

may think propper.

5 To see what sum of money the Town will raise to

defra^^ the Necefsary charges of the Town the present year

or act any thing theiron they may think propper.

6 To see if Town will chuse a Saxton to take care of

the meeting houfe or act any thing theiron they think

propper

7 To see what Sum of money the Town will raise to

support the schools the present year.

8 To see if the Town will chuse a committee to Settle

with the Treafurer

9 To see if the Town will accept any roads laid out

by the Selectmen, or their order, or difcontinue any roads
that may be requested.

10 To see if the Town will allow the Swine to run

at Large under the regulation of the Law.
11 To see if the Town will do any thing to prevent

neat Cattle runing at larg on the common, or act any
thing theiron they may think propper

12 To see if the Town will give any bounty on
Crows, or act any thing theiron they think propper.

13 To see if the Town will here the report of any
committes which have ben chofen by the Town.

14 To see if the Town will chuse a committee to set-

tle with Doc^ Jonas Marfliall refpecting his being an agent
in a Law Sute with Eliflia Smith or act any thing theiron

thc}^ think proper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doing [173] doings theiron on or before said day,
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Given under our hands & Seals this Sixteenth day of

February AD. 1803. Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Joseph Policy

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and

warned all the Inhabitants of the Town quallified by Law
to vote in Town meetings to meet at the time and place

within mentioned. Thcunas French Conllable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the T**' day of March 1803.

Voted & chose M": Afa Perry Moderator.

Voted & chose Joseph Fox Town Clerk . Town Clerk

Voted & chose Mr Paul Wetherbee Town Treafurer

Town Treafurer Sworn
Voted to have five Selectmen for the present year and

they to serve and have no pay for their Servifes, no other

than the same as last year.

Voted and Chose Israel Turner Esq': M": Reuben Smith,

Doct Peter Snow M": Abijah Goodridge & M': Amos Put-

nam Selectmen

Voted that Israel Turner Esq': M': Reuben Smith &
Doc^ Peter Snow be the Affefsors the present 3^ear

Affefsors. Affefsors Sworn
Voted to let out the Collectorfliip Upon the hundred

pound to the lowest bidder and the lowest bidder to bring

Bondsman to the acceptance of the Town
Voted to chuse a committee to let out the Collector-

fliip at the house of Capt William Browns at six OClock

this Evening

Voted that the Committee confist of Three

Voted and chose Cap* Edward Durant, M': Jonas

Marfliall Ju': & M': David Boutell a committee for the

above purpose.

Voted to excufe M*" David Boutell & chose M": Thomas
Cowdin in the rome of M'^ David Boutell
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Voted to add four to the above Committee.

Voted & chose Doc^ Peter Snow, M^ Afa Perrj^ Capt

Jacob Burnap & Cap* Selvester, they to make their report

to the Town at the adjornment.

Voted to adjorn this meeting for half an hour then to

meet at this place

The Town meet according to adjornment

Voted & chose M": Abijah Goodridge, Doc* Peter Snow,
M^ Amos Parce M"" Benj^ Kemp David Pratt, Jacob Gib-

son, Amos Putnam, Joseph Richardfon Mr Daniel M.
Stearns, Mr Elijah Macintire, Mr Benj^ Herrick, Doc*

Jonas Marlhall Mr Daniel Harrifs, Mr Abraham Farwell

& M'- Seth Phillips, and the pay pr hour Cattle, Tools &c
to be allowed for, the same as last year,

Highway Surveyors
Voted & chose Mr John Thurston Jur Lieut Aaron

Wheeler, Leu* Aaron Eaton Mr Paul Wetherbee Jur Mr
Sam'} Harrifs Jur & M'' Timothy Downe . . Hoggreaves

Voted & chose Mr Jacob Gibson, & Mr Jonas Mar-
fliall Jur Firewards

Voted & chose Mr John Willard, & Mr John MelTenger

Surveys of Lumber
Voted & chose Cap! Edw^ Durant swom & y^r David

Pratt Sworn
pjg|(^ drivers.

Voted & chose Mr Joseph Simonds & Mr Timothy
Garfield Seallers of Leather

[174] Voted & chose M'' Jonas Marlhall Junr

Pound keeper

Voted & chose M*" Jacob Jaquith & Mr Simeon Far-
well Tythingmen

Voted & chose Mr Joseph Downe Jur & Mr John R.

Kemp Surveyors of hoops & Staves
Voted & chose M': Selvester P. Flint & Mr Tho^ Gib-

son Sworn Fence Viewers
Voted to raise Five hundred dollars to repair the high-

ways & bridges and New roads the present year ....
Voted that the Poor be let out at Vendue to the low-

est bidder at the houfe of Cap! William Browns this

Evening upon the same prinfables as last year.
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Voted to chuse a Committee to let out the poor

Voted that the Selectmen be the Committee to let out

the poor
Voted to add Three to the above Committee

Voted that M": Jacob Gibson, M": Afa Perry, & Doct

Jonas Marfhall be added to the above Committee.

Voted to pafs over the 5*^ article in Warrant untill

the adjornment

Voted that the Committee cliofen to let out the Col-

lectorfhip be a Committee to let out the Saxon befmefs at

the same time & place

Voted to raise Five hundred dollars to support the

schools the year infuing

Voted that the money be laid out in the same way &
manner as last year

Voted & chose Deacon Ebn*: Thurston, M*" Afa Perry,

M^ Daniel M. Stearns Mr Daniel Harrifs, Mr Daniel Far-

well Jur Mr Thomas Eaton Mr Thomas Carter, M*- John
Willard, M"" Zachariah vSheldon M'' Jacob Jaquith & M""

Arrington Gibson School Committee

Voted that each Deftrict be reftricted to his own Quarter

Voted that the Committeemen be directed not to pay
the Masters or Miftreffes for any time more than they

keep the school, nor allow them any thing for Saterdays

in the afternoons

Voted to chuse a Committee to Settle with the Treaf-

urer

Voted that the Committee confist of Three.

Voted & chose Mr Jonas Marlliall Jur M'' John Thurs-

ton Jur & M*" Jo^ Policy to be a committee to Settle

with the Treafurer and they to report at the adjorment

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the first Munday in

April next at One OClock in the afternoon then to meet

at this place.

On munday the 4^^ April 1803 The Town meet accord-

ing to adjornment and the meeting oppened

Voted to raise Eight hundred dollars to pay the Towns
Debts & Necefsary charges

Voted that the Swine be confind in pens or pastures

and not go at Large the present year.
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Voted that Neat Cattle & Horfes be confind in pas-

tures or otherways and not go at Large on the Common
the present year.

Voted to give a bounty on Crows that are killed in

the limits of Fitchburg the present year, and is left with
the Treafurer to be satiffied, whether they are killed in the

limits of the Town, and if Satiffied, he to pay the person

who [IT 5] who shall present them Seventeen Cents each,

& bring his account into the Town for allowance.

Voted to pafs over the 14*.*' article in the warrant
Voted to accept the report of the Committee that was

chosen to let out the Collectorfliip which report is as fol-

lows viz —
The Collectorfhip on the South side let out to the low-

est bidder on y^ hundred pound & was bid of to M*"

Abijah Goodridge at $4..00 upon the hundred pound
$4.00

The Collectorfliip on y'^ North side let out to the low-
est bidder on y^ hundred pound & was bid of to M^
Thomas French at $4.50 — upon the hundred pound

$4..50
Voted to accept of Mr Afa Perry & Cap* Lemuel. H.

Selvester as bondfmen for M"" Thomas French as Collector

the present year for the North Side of the Town.
Voted to accept of M": Afa Perry Bz. Doc* Peter Snow

as bondfmen for M*" Abijah Goodridge as Collector for the

present year for the South side of the Town.
Voted & chose M*" Abijah Goodridge Collector for the

South Side of the Town Collector

Voted & chose M*" Abijah Goodridge One of the Con-
ftables for the present year Conftables

4 April — Sworn by Town Clerk

Voted & chose M'' Thomas French Collector for the

North side of the Town Collector

Voted & chose M^ Thomas French One of the Con-
ftables for the present year Conftables

Sworn before Town Clerk

Voted to accept the Report of y*= Committee to Let
out the Poor, Ephraim Smith Bid of to Seth Phillips at

2/11 p'- weak 2/11
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Mary Wares bid of to Ahimaas Wood at 4<? p'' weak
0/4''

The committee appointed to let out the Saxton befi-

nefs made their report as follows (viz)

The Saxton befmefs let out to Thomas French, & he

to give the Town Six shillings & Six pence for the year

Enfuing

Voted to accept the report of the Committee ....
The Committee appointed to make a Settlement with

the Treafurer, made their report as follows Viz

Fitchburg March 21^* 1803.

We the Subfcribers being chosen a Committee to Settle

with the Treafurer find due in the hand of the Collectors

& others as follows viz

We find an obligation in the Treafures hands

against Ephr Kimboll Dated Januar}^ 30^^

1800. Two years Interest paid $100..00

One note against WP Brown dated 30^?^ Nov":

1798 due. on said note besides the Interest 18. .17

One other note against W^™ Brown dated 30

Nov'; 1798 due on this note besides the

Interest 4.. 16

One note against Ezra Dana dated 30 Nov':

1798 due on said note besides the Interest 3. .50

One other note against Ezra Dana dated 30

Nov^ 1798 due on this note besides the

Interest 19. .00

One note against Maj^ John Goodridge dated

24 December 1802 of 5..18

We find due in the hands of Abijah Goodridge

Collector for the year 1801 Town rates . 16. .00

We find due in the hands of Thomas French

Collector for the year 1802 1280. .48.9

We find in the hands of The Treafurer in Cash 22.. 95.

1469. .44.9

We find the Town of Fitchburg is Indebted to Sundry

persons (viz)

Notes due to Joseph Fox besides the Interest $503..06
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Due to the Widow Hannah Cowdin being her

part of y*^ old meeting house 10..73

Due to the Pew Holders in the old meeting

house 67. .83

Due in orders now out and other Small Debts

to the amount of 500..00

$1081. .62

Jonas Marfliall Ju- \ Committee
John Thurston Ju": /

Paul Wetherbee Town Treafurer.

Voted to accept of the above report

[176] The Committee chosen at a legal Meeting of

the Inhabants of the Town of Fitchburg Afsembled No-

vember l!* 1802, to look into the second article in the

warrant to confider what is advisable to be done theiron,

Beg leave to report as follows (viz,)

That when the Society in the West part of the Town
shall make it appear to the Town, that they are a lawfull

Conftitutional Society and known as such so as to give

the Town a legal discharge of their right in the meeting

houfe your Committee are of Opinnion the Town ought
to give them a Just Compenfation

Edward Durant p^ order of the Committee.

Fitchburg Novr 26*^^ 1802

4^*^ day of April the Town voted to accept this report

Voted to difsolve this meeting, and the meeting was
accordingly difsolved Ala Perry Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter. fs. Thomas French Conflable of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts to notify and warn the male

Inhabitants of said Town of Fitchburg, of twenty one

years of age and upwards, having a freehold eftate within

the Commonwealth, of the Annual income of Ten dollars,

or any eftate to the value of Two hundred dollars to meet
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at the Meeting house on niunday the 4*.'' day of April

next at Three OClock in the afternoon to give in their

votes for a Govenor, Lieu^ Govenor, & Senators & Coun-

fellors agreable to the Conllitution of this Commonwealth.
Given under our hands & Seals at Fitchburg this four-

teenth day of March Anno Domini, 1803.

Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Amos Putnam

Persuant to the within warrant I have warned the

Inhabitants of the Town quallified as theirin exprefs^' to

meet at the time & place & for the purpose theirin men-

tioned Thomas French Conftable

[177] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg afsembled on munday the fourth da}^

of April 1803. To vote for Govenor, Lieu^ Govenor, Sena-

tors & Counfellors

The meeting being opened

Votes for the following persons ware given in, counted,

and Sorted, and record, and declaration theirof made as

by the Conftitution directed viz,

Govener

For His Excelency Caleb Strong 63

The Honbi Elbridge Gary 63

Leiu^ Govener

For His Honour Edw^ard. H. Robins 61

The Hon'?' James Bowdin 58

Senators & Counfellors

For The Hon^?' Elijah Brigham 57
The HonVi Daniel Bigelow 58

The Honbi Salem Town 58

The Honi?» Thomas Hale 58

For Genl John Whiting 59

Samuel Jones EsqT 59



Tozv)i of Fitchbicrg. 287

Edward Bangs Esq": 60
Pliney Mirick Esq'' 59

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Amos Putnam
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcester: fs : To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

/Q , n ^oyy. are hereby required to notify & warn in

^^
'

^
the name of the Commonwealth the Freeholders &

^
'^ other inhabitants quallified b^^ Law to vote in

^„ ^ Town meetings, to meet and afsemble at the meet-

ing house in said Town on thursday the twelfth

day of May next two OClock P. M. and when meet to

act on the following articles viz —
l!^ To chufe a moderator to govern said meeting
2?*^ To see if the Town will make the Rev"? John

Payson any conpenfation for his Servifes in attending

Funeral Solemnities, or act any thing theiron they may
think proper.

2>\^ To see if the Town will annex David Whitemore
to the school deflrict N? 1 agreable to his request

[17 8] 4th xo see if the Town will chuse an Agent to

attend at the General Seffions at Worcester to obtain if

pofsable a discontinuance of a road lately laid out by a

committee round Leitches hill (so called)

S*.'^ To see if the Town will difcontinue any road or

roads which may be requested.
6*h To see if the Town will direct the Affefsors to go

to the Inhabitants of said Town for a General Valuation

the present year.

Given under our hands and Seals at said Fitchburg

the twenty fifth day of April AD 1803.

Israel Turner |

Reuben Smith
Selectmen

Peter Snow
Abijah Goodridge
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Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and

warned all the inhabitants of the Town quallified by Law
to vote in Town meeting to meet at the time and plaee

for the purpose within mentioned.

Thomas French Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on thursday the twelfth day of May
1803.

Voted and chose Israel Turner Esqr Moderator

Voted to make the Reverend John Payson sum com-

penfation for his Servifes in attending funeral Solemnities &c.

Voted to make Mr Payson a compenfation by way of

a contribution

Voted that the contribution be on the last Sunday of

this Inftant May after divine Service.

Voted that the Deacons be a committee to receive the

money at the Contribution and deliver it to M^ Payon, or

lay the money out for Mr Paysons benifit in any other

way the Committee shall think proper.

Voted that David Whitemore with his Eftate be An-

nexed to the school deftrict N? I agreable to his request.

Voted to chufe an Agent to attend at the Court of

Sefsions at Worcester, to obtain if poffable a difcontinu-

ance of a road lately laid out by a Courts committee

round leitches hill (so called)

Voted and chose Israel Turner EsqT an Agent for the

above purpose

Voted that the road to the houfe formerly Mr Sam'.i

Berrys and now sold to Daniel Holt & Jeremiah Kinfman

Jur be discontinued through through the land formerly

owned by said Berry, as it was given by the said Berry,

& laid out for his benefit only

Voted to pafs over the 6*?^ article in the warrant.

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Israel Turner Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[179] Worcester, fs To either of the Conflables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting
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You are hereb}' required in the name of the- Common-
wealth of Maffachufetts to notify & warn the Male in-

habitants of said Town quallified b}^ Law to vote for a

Reprefentative to the General Court to meet at the meet-

ing house in said Town on thursday the twelfth day of

ma3^ next at Three of the Clock P. M. for the purpose of

chusing a representative to represent them at the General

Court appointed to be convened and held at Boston on

the last Wednesda}' of may.
Given under our hands and Seals at said Fitchburg

the twenty fifth day of April AD. 1803.

Israel Turner
|

Reuben Smith
j Selectmen

Peter Snow
(

Abijah Goodridgej

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned the male Inhabitants of said Town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to meet at the time & place & for the

purpose within mentioned. Tho? French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on thursday the 12*^ da}^ of May
1803 in order to chuse a representative.

The meeting oppened by the Selectmen, and a vote

put to see if the Town would Send a Reprefentative the

present year, And it pafs"? in the affirmative..

Voted & chose Joseph Fox to represent them in Gen-

eral Court the year insuing Israel Turner \

Peter Snow } Selectmen
Amos Putnam J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter. fs To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

,„ , You are hereby required in the name of the

,^ " ,! Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notifv and

^„ . warn the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

Town quallified by law to vote in Town meetings

to meet and afsemble at the meeting houfe on munday the

20
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Twenty fourth day of Oct^ next at One OClock P. M. and
when meet to act on the following articles (viz)—

l!* To chuse a moderator to govern said Meeting.
2?^* To see if the Town wall concur wnth the Congre-

gational Church, who have this day renewed their Cove-

nant in giving M^ Aaron Hovey a call to the work of the

Gospell mineftry, and see what Support they will give

him, or act any thing theiron they may think propper.
3^*^ To see if the Town will regulate the Juror Boxes

agreable to a late Law of this Commonwealth.
[180] 4^*^ To see if the Town will repair the school

houfes, or act any thing theiron they may think propper.

S!'' To see if the Town will fence and clear the new
burying ground, or act anj' theiron.

6^*^ To see if the Town will raise a sum of money to

supply the pulpit, or act any thing theiron refpecting Sup-

plying the Pulpit.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

day, given under our hands and Seals this Twenty first

day of Sept aD. 1803. t i -r^ ^ Israel Turner |

Peter Snow >Selectmen
Abijah GoodridgeJ

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned the freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town
quallified by law to vote in Towm meetings to meet tit

the meeting house at the time & place for the purpofes

within mentioned. Thomas French Conftable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday 3-? 24*^ of October 1803.

Voted & chose Israel Turner EsqV moderator
Voted to pafs over the 2^^ article in the warrant, re-

fpecting the Towns concuring with the Congregational

Church for giving Mr Aaron Hove\^ a call to the work of

the Gospell minestry.

Voted to chuse a committee to regulate the Juror

boxes according to Law
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Voted to chuse five as a Committee for the above pur-

pose.

Voted & chose the Selectmen to be the Committee for

the above purpose

Voted that the Committee when the3' have Selected

the persons Sutable in their opinnion that they make
their report to the Town, and lay their doings before

the the Town, as soon as is conveniant for their accept-

ance

Voted that the Selectmen make such repairs up-

on the School houfes in this Town as they shall think

proper, and lay their account before the Town for accept-

ance.

Voted to chuse a committee to let out the clearing the

New burying ground and fenceing the frount with Stone

wall, and lay out the ground for the graves, and make a

streightning upon the road on Mr Pa3'Sons Land, if they

can agree with him.

Voted & chose Mr Paul Wetherbee M"" David Boutell,

& Joseph Fox a committee for the above purpose.

Voted to raise One hundred dollars to Suppl3^ the

Pulpit

Voted to chuse a Committee to lay out the hundred

dollars to Supply the Pulpit.

Voted to chuse a Committee of Three

Voted that the Committee be chofen 133^ ballot.

[181] Voted & chose Joseph Fox Mr Paul Wetherbee

& M*" Jacob Jaquith a committee for the purpose of laying

out the hundred dollars.

A motion was made & seconded, that the Committee
chosen to lay out the hundred dollars in Supplying the

Pulpit be directed to imploy Mr Aaron Hove3^ for that

purpose.

The vote being put it pafsed in the Negative, 53.

to 45.

Voted to difsolve this meeting, and the meeting was
accordingly difsolved

Israel Turner Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk
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Worcefter. fs. To either of the Conftables of the Town
of Fitchburg, Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the
(Seal)

warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

,„ ,. Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and
(Seal) ^

(Seal) Town quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings

to meet and afsemble at the meeting houfe on munday the

twenty fourth day of October next at four of the Clock in

the afternoon to act on the following articles (viz)

1?^ To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting
2^^ To see if the Town will concur with this Church

in giving Mr Aaron Hovey a call to settle with us in the

work of the Gospell miniftry

3^7 To see w^hat provifion the town will make for Mv
Hoveys Support or act any thing theiron.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings on or before said daj', Given under our

hands and Seals this twenty fourth day of September
Anno Domini 1803. Israel Turner ]

Peter Snow >Selectmen
Abijah GoodridgeJ

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned the freeholders & other Inhal^itants of the Town
quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings to meet at

the meeting house at the time & place for the purpose

within mentioned Thomas French Conftable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg affembled on munday the 24^^^ of Octr 1803
Voted & chose Daniel Putnam Esq": Moderator
It was motioned & seconded to pafs over the 21"'

article in the warrant, refpecting concuring with this

Church in giving M!" Aaron Hovey a call to the work of

the Gospell mineftry.

The vote being put it pafsed in the affirmative 55
to 44

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Daniel Putnam Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.
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[182] Worcester, fs. To either of the Conflables of

the Town Fitchburg Greeting

^^
. You are hereby required in the name of the

^^
'

^
Commonwealth of Massachufets, to notify and

^^, ^ warn the Freeholders and other Inhabitants qualli-

fied by law to vote in Town meeting to meet and
assemble at the meeting house in said Town on munday
the Twenty eighth day of November instant at one of the

Clock P. M. and when meet to act on the following

Articles Viz

1 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To see if the Town will so far concur with the

first congregational Church in this Town, as to approve
of said Church, and those who shall associate with them,

in the publick worship of God to settle M^ Aaron Hovey
in the work of the Gospel Minestry in this Town, pro-

vided his Support be by a publick fund for that purpose,

and be free of charge to all the other Inhabitants of said

Town, or act any thing theiron as the Town may think

propper.
3*^ To see if in case the Town do not approve of the

second Article above written, that they will vote to have
the parochial powers of said Town desolved, and that

each society be impowered to support their own religious

Instructor for the future, and act any thing theiron as the

Town shall think, proper
4*^ To see if the Town will receive the report of the

committee v^ho w^ere chosen to select Jurymen agreable to

Law, or act anything theiron.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with
your doings theiron on or before said day, Given under
our hands & Seals this seventh day of November AD.
1803. Israel Turner

|Reuben Smith VSelectmen
Peter Snow j

Persuant to this warrant I have notified and warned
all the Inhabitants of the Town quallified by Law to

vote in Town meetings to meet at the time & place for

the purpose within mentioned

Thomas French Constable.
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[183] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg assembled on munday the 28*^ day of

November 1803.

Voted & ehose Mr Abraham Willard moderator
Voted not to agree to the request in the second ar-

ticle in the warrant 58 to 42
Voted not to agree to the request in the third article

in the warrant 58 to 45
Voted to accept the report of the committee respect-

ing selecting those persons they think propper to put into

the Jury boxes Abraham Willard Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Agreable to a Vote of the Town the Subsribers have
made a Division of the school money which is as follows

viz.

—

D? Ebenr Thurston $97..80
Afa Perry 42.. 11

Daniel. M. Stearns 42. .17

Daniel Harriss 39. .90. .9

Daniel Farwell Jur 21..08..4

Thomas Eaton 25.. 60. .2

Thomas Carter 34.. 03..

6

John Willard 31. .62. .6

Zacheriah Shelden 51. .95. .7

Jacob Jaquith 63.. 25. .5

Arington Gibson 50..45..1

Fitchburg December 5*^ 1803.

Israel Turner )

Reuben Smith l o i x.
T-, , e / Selectmen
Peter Snow

j

Abijah GoodridgeJ

[184] Worcester, fs., To either of the Constables of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the

Commonwealth of Maffachufets to Notify & warn
the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said Town
quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings to

meet and afsemble at the meeting houfe in said

Town on Munday the fifth day of March next at

(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)



Town of Fitchburg. 295

nine of the Clock in the fournoon, and when meet to act

on thQ following Articles Viz,

1^* To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To chuse a Town Clerk, Selectmen, and other Town
officers as the law directs and act any thing in regard to

chusing chusing Collectors as the3^ may think proper.

3 To see what sum of money the Town will raise to

repair the highways and Bridges the year ensuing or act

any thing theiron they may think proper

4 To see what sum of money the Town will raise to

pay the Towns debts and other necefsary charges of the

Town or act any thing theiron

5 To see what sum of money the Town will raise to

support the schools the year ensuing, or act any thing

theiron respecting laying the money they think proper.

6 To see what method the Town will take to sup-

port their Poor the year ensuing or act any thing theiron

they may think propper.

7 To see if the Town will permit the swine to run

at large under the regulation of the Law the ensuing

year.

8 To see if the Town will vote to restrict the cattle

from runing at large on the commons & highways the

year ensuing or act any thing theiron they think proper.

9 To see if the Town will accept of any road or

roads laid out by the Selectmen or their order.

10 To see what sum of money the Town will raise

to supply the Pulpit the year ensuing, and act any thing

in regard to laying out the money thej'- think Proper.

11*? To see if the Town will refund the Sum of

$64-..50 out of the publick money to be raised to suppl3''

the pulpit to those persons who subscribed their propo-

tion of said Sum according to the taxes they pay, said

Sum of money was for the purpose of Supplying the Pul-

pit the last six sabbaths, or act any thing theiron they

think proper.

12 To see if the Town will Chuse an agent to attend

the Court of General Sefsions, to obtain a discontinuance

of the proposed new road from Ephraim Kimbolls Jun*".

to Joseph Polleys.
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[185] 13 To see if the Town will vote to pay to

the Rev"? Titus. T. Barton all the money paid in the last

Hundred Dollars that was raised in the Town to supply

the Desk that was afsesed on the Hopkinfions Society (so

called) or act any thing theiron they think proper

To see if the Town will Join with the Congregational

Church in this Town in giving Mv Eliflia Clap a call to

the work of the Gospel minestry, and to see what sup-

port they will give him for his encoragement, or act any
refpecting his Setling with them they may think proper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings theiron on or before said day and time, given

under our hands and Seals this eighteenth day of February

AD. 1804 . Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow \ Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Amos Putnam.

Persuant to this warrant I have notified & w^arned

all the freeholders & other Inhabitants of the Town qual-

lified by Law^ to vote in Town meeting to meet at the

time and place for the purpose within mentioned

Thomas French Constable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town
of Fitchburg afsembled on the 5*^?^ March 1804

Voted & chose Afa Perry Moderator.

Voted & chose Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Voted & chose Oliver Fox Town Clerk Protem
Voted to have five Selectmen for the ensuing year &

they to serve and have no pay for their services, no other

than the same as last year.

Voted & Chose Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Doc^ Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Amos Putnam

Voted & chose Paul Wetherbee . . Town Treasurer

Voted to have three afsefsors

Voted & chose Israel Turner EsqY Reuben Smith &
Doc* Peter Snow Affefsors
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Voted to let out the Collectorfliip upon the hundred

pounds to the lowest bidder, they to bring bondsman to

the aeceptance of the Town.
Voted & chose the Selectmen for a Committee for the

above purpose & they to make report to the Town, to be

let out at Cap^ W?^ Browns this Evening.

Voted & chose Oliver Fox, Joshua Phillips Maj^ John
Goodridge EpM KendoU Joshua Stickney Joseph Downe
JunV Ephraim Gibson, Nathan Badcock Ju^ Samuel Cas-

well JuV Leut Paul Wetherbee, David Macintire Benj?

Shelden, Elias Mefsenger, Saml^ Harrifs, Tim? F. Downe &
Cap* Aaron Wheeler Highway Surveyors

and the pay pY hour, Cattle, Tools &c to be allowed

for, the same as last year

[180] Voted & chose Nehemiah Fuller, Oliver Fox,

Stephen Dole, Thomas Carter, Josiah Macintire, Amos
Brown, Peter Sandin, EphT Smith, Henrey Haskell &
Benj^ Scott Hogreves

Voted to adjorn this meeting for half an hour
The Town meet according to adjornment
Voted & chose John. R. Kemp & Benj? Kemp

Cullers of hoops & Staves

Voted & chose Timothy Garfield & Joseph Simonds
Sealers of Leather

Voted & chose John Willard & Amos Parce
Firewards

Voted & chose George Wood & Levi Farwell

Field drivers

Voted & Chose Jonas Marshall Junr . Pound Keeper.

Voted & chose Jacob Jaquith & John Farwell Ju*:

Tytheingmen
Voted & chose John Willard & Jacob Stickney

Surveyors of Lumber
Voted & chose Abijah Goodridge & SamV Phelps

Fence Viewers
Voted to raise Six hundred dollars to repair Bridges,

highways & new roads the present year.

Voted to let out the Poor of the Town at the lowest
bidder, by the Selectmen, at the house of Cap^ William
Browns this evening.
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Voted to pafs over the 4*?^ article in the warrant iintill

adjornment

Voted to raise Six hundred dollars for the support of

schools the year ensuing

Voted to lay out the school money in the same man-
ner as last 3^ear

Voted & chose Doct Peter Snow, Afa Perry, Person

Brown, Timothy F Downe, Saml' Harrifs, Benj-? Hartwell
Joshua Stickney, David Macintire, Cap* Tho*? Thurston

Joseph Richardson & Timothy Batcheler

School Committee
Voted that the Swine run at Large the present year

under the regulation of the Law.
Voted that the Cattle be reftrained and not run at

large the present year

Voted to raise four hundred dollars for to suppW the

pulpit the present year.

Voted to chuse a committee of three for the above
purpose

Voted & chose M'' Jacob Jaquith, Edward Durant, &
Paul Wetherbee for the committee.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the 14*^ Instant at

ten oClock. A. M.
Fitchburg March 14*^ 1804 The Town meet accord-

ing to adjornment & the meeting oppened, by reading the

warrant, and by reading what the Town had done at the

meeting on 3^^ 5^^ March.

[187] Voted to raise Five hundred dollars to pay the

Towns debts and other necefsary charges the present year.

It was motioned and seconded that the four hundred

dollars that was raised the last meeting to supply the

pulpet be reconsidered.

The vote being put it pafs in the Negative.

Voted to refund the sum of Sixt\^ four dollars & fift3'

Cents to those persons who Scubscribed their propotion

of said Sum according to their taxes for the purpose of

Supph'ing the Pulpet the last six sabboths to be taken

out of the four hundred dollars raised to supply- the pul-

pet the present year.

It was motioned & seconded to raise One hundred dol-
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lars to be added to the six hundred dollars raised to sup-

port the school the last meeting. The vote was put &
pafs*^ in the Negative

It was motioned & seconded to reconsider the vote

pafs"? last meeting respecting laying out the school money
as the year before; The vote being put it pafs^ in the

Negative.

It was motioned and seconded to pafs over the thir-

teenth article in the warrant.

The vote being put it pafs^^ in the affirmative.

It was motioned & Seconded to pafs over the four-

teenth article in the warrant refpecting Joyning with the

congregational Church in this Town in giving MT Elifha

Clap a Call to the w^ork of the Gospel minestry and to

see what support they will give him for his incoragement.

The vote being put it pafs"? in the Negative.

It was motioned & seconded to see if the Town will

Join with the Congregational Church in this Town, in giv-

ing M^ Eliflia Clap a Call to the work of the Gospel

minestry

The vote being put it pafs^ in the affirmative.

It was motioned and seconded to see if the Town will

chuse a committee to consider and report to the Town the

prinsables, and encoragement the Town will give Mr Clap,

in order to encorage him to settle with us. The vote

being put it pafs^ in the Affirmative

Voted that the committee consist of nine

Voted & chose Joseph Fox, William Cuningham, Cap^
Edward Durant Thomas Cowdin, David Boutell, Deacon

Joseph Tilden, Israel Turner Esq^ Doct Jonas Marlhall &
Doc* Peter Snow, a committee for the above purpose

Voted that the committee make their report to the

Town as soon as may be.

Voted to adjorn this meeting for two hours then to

meet in this place

The Town meet according to adjornment.

Voted to chuse an Agent to attend the Court of Sef-

sions March term in order to obtain a discontinuance of

the Road laid out from Ephraim Kimbolls Jun';® to Joseph
Polleys.
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Voted & chose M'' Paul Wetherbee to be the agent for

the above purpose.

Voted to accept the report of the Selectmen respecting

leting out the Collectorship, & likewise the Towns Poor
which Report is as follows viz.

The Collectorfliip on the South side bid of to William

Brown Jur at $4..38 on the hundred pound . . . $4..38

The Collectorftiip on the North side of the Town bid

of to John Willard at $4..44. on the hundred pound
$4..44

[188] Ephraim Smith one of the Towns Poor bid off

to M': Benj'? Fuller at three shillings and Eleven pence p^

weak £0.3.11

Mary Wares one of the Towns Poor bid off to Cap*

Tames Cow^din at Six Cents p^ weak $0..6

Samuel French bid off to Benjamin Kemp w^ho is to

give the Town six Cents p!" weak for his labour . $0..6

March l*." 1 804 Israel Turner,
^^^^,^^^

Peter Snow |

Voted to accept of Doc* Peter Snow & Cap* William

Brown as bondsmen for William Brown JimV for the Col-

lectorship the south side of y^ Town
Voted to accept of Sam'.^ Phelps & David Macintire

as bondsmen for John Willard for the Collectorship the

North side of y« Town.
Voted & chose William Brown Ju^ Collector for the

South side of the Town Collector

Voted & chose John Willard Collector for the North
side of the Town Collector

Voted & chose John Willard one of the Constables for

the present year Constable

Voted & chose William Brown Ju'' one of the Con-
stables Constable

Voted to accept the report of the committee chosen to

consider and report the prinsables upon which it would
be expedient for the Town to adopt in order to Settle

M^ Elifha Clap in the work of the Gospel minestry and
to state the encoragement, which report is as follows viz.
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The committee, to whome it was referee! to consider

and report the prinsables upon which it would be expedi-

ent for the Town to settle Mr EHfha Clap in the work of

the Gospel Minestry, and to State the encoragement it

would be proper to propose, have, after mature consider-

ation. Unanimously agreed to the following

That Mr Clap be setled by the Town subject to a

removal when ever, within four years from his Ordination,

two thirds of those being voters, who pay to his Sup-

port, may become opposed to his continuance provided

that those, thus qualHfied, who may be opposed, shall

continue to vote his dismifsion in the manner hereafter

specified

After four years from the day of his Ordination, the

Majority of those, being voters, who pay to his Support,

shall be Sufficient for his dismifsion upon the Same condi-

tion refered to in the proceeding provifsion.

To remove all misunderstanding as to the compleat

authority of the Town to dismiss him, your committee

recommend an exprefs provision, that when the Town
may be convened on the Subject of his difmifsion, the

Church shall not be regarded as in any manner distrinct

from the Town, but that the Town & church shall

always, for that purpose, be considered as indivifible.

But that Mr Clap's removal may not be effected

rashh^ [189] rashly and precipetately, and that the Sence

of the Town may be exprefs? with that coolnefs delibera-

tion and firmnefs which the Seriousnefs and importance of

the subject so evidently require, your committee recom-

mend that an exprefs provision, that two thirds of those

being voters, who pay to his Support, and who may
manifest a dislike of M*" Clap wathin the first four years

after his Ordination ; and that a majorety of the same
difscription of persons afterwards, shall not be considered

as sufficient for his difmifsion on the first determination,

but that the meeting at which such a quallified decifsion

against him may be obtained, shall be adjorned for pre-

cisely six months, when the question shall be again tried,

when the question shall be again tried ; and if at the

adjornment the Same result should appear, his dismifsion
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shall lie considered as compleat. And their shall not be a

convocation of an Ecclefiastical Council for an}- other

purpose than to consider and determine upon Mr Clap's

Minesterial character, and of the fitnefs of a recommenda-
tion of him to the work of the Ministr)^ in an other

place. A council for that purpose only, may at the pleas-

ure of Mr Clap, be convened by him and the Town, the

expence of which to be eaqually divided between them.

And Mr Clap on his part may leave the Town at an^^

time upon six months Notification of such an intention.

Your committee further recommend, that for his en-

coragement there be offered Mr Clap a Settlement of Six

hundred dollars, payable One third on the first of January
Succeeding his Ordination, and the remaining two thirds

on the first of January following. But if Mr Clap's offi-

cial relation to the Town should be difsolved by Death,

removal or resignation, before six years from his Ordina-

tion, his estate or himfelf shall be held to refund to the

Town at the rate of One hundred dollars pr year for all

the time, from the difsolution afore said, which ma}^ re-

main unexpired of six 3'ears from his Ordination.

And your committee further recommend, that a yearly

Salary of four hundred dollars be granted him during the

time that his pastoral relation to the Town may continue,

payable, at that rate, upon the first of January Succeed-

ing his Ordination, for the time then due ; and after wards
from that period Annually.

All which is refpectfully Submitted by your Committee

Joseph Fox Chairman
Fitchburg March 14^^ 1804

Voted to chuse a committee to preset Mr Clap with

the vote of the Town, and likewise present him the prin-

sables, & encoragement the Town proposes to give him

for his encoragement to settle with us in the work of the

Gospel Minestr^'.

Voted that the Committee consist of five

Voted & chose Mr William Cuningham, Cap^ Edward
Durant, Joseph Fox Mr David Boutell & Deacon Joseph

Tilden a committee for the above purpose
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Voted to difsolve this meeting

Afa Perry Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

[100] Worcester. Is. To either of the Constables of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

, You are hereby required in the name of the

^„ J Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts, to notify and

)q n ^^'^i"!! verbally, the freeholders and other inhabi-

tants of said Town quallified by Law to vote in

Town meetings to meet and afsemble at the meeting houfe

on munda3^ the fifth day of March inftant at five of the

clock. P. M. to act on the following articles viz.

1 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To see if the Town will protest and Remonftate

against the Installation of The Rev^ Titus. T. Barton over

a minor part of this Corporation, or act any thing theiron

they may think proper.

Given under our hands & seals this fifth day of March
1804 Reuben Smith )

Abijah Goodridge
J
Selectmen

Amos Putnam J

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned all the freeholders and other Inhabitants of the

Town quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings to

meet and afsemble at the time & place for the purpose

within mentioned Thomas French Constable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on Munday the 5^^ day of March
1804

Voted and chose M^ Asa Perry Moderator
Voted to chose a committee of Five to draft a protest

or remonftrance against the Installation of the Rev^' Titus.

T. Barton over a minor part of this Corporation, and
the Committee to make their report at the adjornment of

this meeting.

Voted & chose Joseph Fox, William Cuningham, Cap*
Will".' Brown David Boutell, & Doc* Peter Snow, a com-
mittee for the above purpose
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Voted to adjorn this meeting to the l^*"^ March In-

stant then to mett at this place at Ten OClock A. M.
March 14*^?' 1804 The Town meet according to ad-

jornment, the meeting oppened by reading the warrant &
what votes pafs"? the last meeting

Voted to adjorn this meeting for two hours then to

meet at this place.

[191] The Town meet according to adjornment

The committee that was appointed to draft a protest,

or remonftrance, against the Installation of the Rev^ Ti-

tus. T. Barton, made their report as follows, viz.

To the Ecclesiastical Council which may be convened

for the Installation of the Rev"? Titus Theodore Barton
over an aifsociation nominally Hopkinsian, a minor part

of this Corporation.

We the Town of Fitchburg in Town meeting afsem-

bled, Protest against your proceeding to said Installa-

tion ; and as the basis of this Protest we afsign the fol-

lowing reasons, derived from civil and ecclesiastical law.

The conftitution of the Commonwealth while it gives

the utmost consistant indulgence to the rights of con-

science, empowers the Legaslature to require every mans
tittendance on the publick Worship of Almighty God, and
to enact laws for the regulation of religious Societies.

The laws thus made in persuance of Conftitutional au-

thorit}^ contemplate ever\^ Town, undivided into parishes,

precints, districts and religious Societies, as a Corporation

for the management of all ecclesiastical concerns. The
town of Fitchburg is of that description, and are now
engaged in a course of regular proceeding for the Settle-

ment of a Gospel Minester. The persons over whome the

Installation of the Rev? Titus. T. Barton is proposed, are

a minor part of that corporation ; the induction into

office of a minester over the minority of a regularly' con-

stituted society is, we deem, an unwarrantable and un-

precedented invasion of the liberties and rights of the

majority; it is, we conceive, in direct violation of that

fundamental rule in all our inflitutions, that the majority,

conforming to the Original prinsaples of the compact.



Town of FitcJiburg. 305

shall govern, and it is a measure flagrantly irregular, and
compleatly disorganising.

Every citizen of the Commonwealth is a member of

a relijious Society, constituted such by Law. If an inhabi-

tant of a Town, or a resident in any parish, precient or

district, it is within these Geographical limits, or within a

distinct Society specially incorporated, that the civil power
authorizes the use, and protects him in the enjoyment of

all the rights and priveledges appertaining to publick wor-

ship. But if he difsents from the regularly, constituted

society in which he is included, he may attach himfelf to

any other Sect or denomination, "and on his producing a

formal certificate of his attendance on a public Teacher of

that other Sect or denomination," he may have the tax

affesed upon him transfered to his own Instructor. But
for a number of difsenters to combine against the Will of

the body politic, of which they are a part, and in the

Settlement of a minester to afsume and exercise the rights

given exclufively to the majority, is a proceeding Subver-

sive of all order civil and religious. And a Spirit by which
such a combination is actuated, is fitly described in a
publication from the Church lately under the pastoral care

of the Reverend Samuel Worcester, entitled "Facts and
documents" — A spirit disposed to trample on all order

and authority, civil and ecclesiastical, and to introduce un-

bounded licentiousnefs and confusion into Church and
State."

To illustrate the truth of these sentiments, we advert

to the tranfactions of the same Church when last afsem-

bled under the authority of this Corporation to manage
our civil and ecclesiastical concerns. At a meeting of the

Town on the fifth of the present month the said Church
protested against their future taxation for any relejious

purpose, and presented a certificate for their exemption,

and immediately after conbined their whole strength,

against [192] against the Majority, in a design to pre-

vent the raising of money for supplying the Pulpit, the

mere state-ment of this conduct is Sufficient to expose its

contrariety to law, reason, and social order. This instance

is not Solitary. An opposition. Similar in every respect
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has ben frequently' exhibited during the last three 3^ears.

Such disorderly conduct has raised a spirit in the Town,
that will not, probably, be allayed with any thing short

of the peacable Submifsion, for the future, of the Minority,

or of their seperation from the Town in such manner as

the laws prescribe.

The Constitution considers every man in the two-fold

character of a disciple of Christ, and a subject of civil

Government: As free to worship God, according to the

dictates of his conscience, but as acquiring that freedom

by his conformity to such regulations as the preservation

and tranquillity of Societ}^ require.

The call of the Rev? M^ Barton, and, as we under-

stand, the letters mifsive for your convocation were in the

name of the First Church of Christ in Fitchburg. This

rank it cannot at present claim in a legal point of view,

for being, unafsociated with any incorporated body, it is

a society wholly unknown in law; and that it could not

claim it, we think evident from the following considera-

tions. The statute of the Commonwealth restricts to

Churches connicted and afsociated with corporations, legal

protection in the use, exercise and enjoyment of their ac-

customed previleges respecting Divine Worship. And where
parishes, precincts and other corporations are formed in a

town, the law exprefsly declares that the old Town shall

be the first or prinfable parish, which would give the rank

of first or prinfaple Church to the Church connected and
afsociated theirwith. So far as Ecclesiastical authority

can settle this question of precedence we conceive that the

Church afsuming the distinction of the First Church of

Christ in Fitchburg, are schismatics from the first regu-

larly established Church in this place, and that, therefore,

your recognition of them under that afsumed title, would
would be unwarranted by any Ecclesiastical Judicatory.

Upon these considerations we Protest against your
recognising the Church, nominally Hopkinsian, under the

appellation of the First

In connection with this Solemn act and the reasons

for it, the Town of Fitchburg, refpectfulh^ and unequivo-

cally afsure the Reverend Council, that they have not the
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least aversion to the Settlement of a Minester by any
portion of the people constituted a religious Society ac-

cording to Law. Without such constitution there cannot

be, in this Commonwealth, a Society authorized to make
and efficient Settlement of, and provide legal Support for

a Minester. Where a Settlement is attempted by a minor-

ity with party views, and especially with avowed inten-

tion of becoming the Majority, the peace of Society is

interrupted and its Laws tranfgrefsed.

They who sustain the high commifsion of public In-

structors in the Divine Law, should themfelves observe,

and enjoin upon others the obfervance of the Laws which

Protect and preserve an orderly community

:

Jo! Fox p^ order

At a legal meeting of the Town of Fitchburg holden

by adjornment on [193] on Wednesday March 14*^ AD.
1804. Voted that the foregoing inflrement, drafted by a

Committee chosen for that purpose, be accepted : that the

same be tranfcribed upon the Towns Books, and that a

Committee be appointed to present it to the Council when
convened.

Voted that the Committee consist of Five

The following persons were duly chosen, viz, Joseph

Fox, William Cuningham Cap^ William Brown. David

Boutell & Doct Peter Snow.
Voted to difsolve this meeting

Afa Perry Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the Town
of Fitchburg, Greeting.

. You are hereb3^ required in the name of the

^^ ',^ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

^j^ ^ warn the Male Inhabitants of Said Town of Fitch-

^^ .^ burg, of Twenty one years of age and upwards,

having a freehold estate within the Commonwealth
of the Annual income of Ten dollars, or any estate to the

value of Two hundred dollars to meet at the meeting



308 The Old Records of the

house on munday the Second day of April next, at One of

the Clock in the afternoon to give in their Votes for a

Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Senators & Counfel-

lors, agreeable to the Constitution of said Commonwealth.
Given under our hands and Seals at said Fitchburg

this Seventeenth day of March AD. 1804.

Israel Turner ]

Reuben Smith ( ^ i ^
r, , e I Selectmen
Peter Snow
Amos Putnam

Persuant to the within warrant I have warned the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed to

meet at the time & place and for the purposes theirin

mentioned William Brown ]yx\ Constable

Fitchburg April 2"^' 1804

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the second day of April

1804 To vote for, Governor, Lieu* Governor, Senators &
Counfellors.

The meeting being opened. Votes for the following per-

sons were Given in, counted and Sorted, and record and
declaration theirof made as by the Constitution directs

viz.

Govenor

For His Excelenc^' Caleb Strong 59

The Hon. James Sullavan 74

Liut Governor.

For His Honour Edw"? H. Robins 61

The Hon William Heath 68

Senators & Counfellors

For the HonV' Elijah Brigham 55

The HonV' Daniel Bigelow 55
The HonVi Salem Town 56

The Hon'?' Thomas Hale 56

For General John Whiting 55

Sam'' Jones Esq'' 56

Edw"? Bangs Esq"" 56

Mofes White Esq"" 55
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The meeting dissolved —
Israel Turner

]

Reuben Smith ^Selectmen
Peter Snow J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[194] Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

,j^ ,, You are hereby required in the name of the

^^ ,^ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts, to Notify & warn
the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said Town,
quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings to

meet and afsemble at the meeting house on Mun-
day the second day of April next at four of the Clock in

the afternoon to act on the following articles viz.

1?* To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting
2?*^ To see if the Towm will chuse a committee to

Settle with the Town Treafurer or act any thing theiron.

3*? To see if the Town will build or repair the bridge

over Pearl Hill brook near Ephraim Gibsons, or act any
thing theiron they may think propper.

4 To see if the Town will purchase some burying
cloaths or act any thing theiron they may think propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant to

sum one of us on or before said day.

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

Seventeenth day of March AD. 1804.

Israel Turner ]

Reuben Smith [ Selectmen
Peter Snow ' i^electmen

Amos Putnam

Persuant to the within warrant I have Summoned
and notified the Inhabitants of said town quallified as

theirin exprefs? to afsemble at the time and place, and for

the purpofes within mentioned

William Brown Ju*" Constable
Fitchburg April 2"?^ 1804:

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg assembled on munday the second day of April

AD. 1804.
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Voted & chose Doc* Peter Snow Moderator.

Voted to chuse a Committee to settle with the Town
Treasurer.

Voted that the Committee consist of three.

Voted & chose Mr John Thurston Jur Israel Turner

Esq^ & Doct Peter Snow a committee for the above pur-

pose.

Voted that the committee make a report to the Town
at sum future meeting

Voted to chuse a committee to view the place where a

Bridge is requested, nigh Ephraim Gibsons, and make their

report at May meeting.

Voted that the Committee consist of three.

Voted & chose Saml^ Caswell, Doc^ Peter Snow &
David Boutell a committee for the above purpose.

carried up
[195] Voted to purchase a decent burying Cloath

for the Use of the Town.
Voted & chose Joseph Fox a committee to purchase

the burying Cloath and lay his account before the Town
for allowance.

Peter Snow Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

To W*? Brown JunT One of the Constables of the

Town of Fitchburg, Greeting

„ ,. You are hereby required in the name of the

^j^ y. Commonwealth of Maffachusetts, to notify and

^„ ^ warn the Male Inhabitants of said Town, being

twenty one years of age, and resident in said town
for the Space of one year next preeceeding having a free-

hold estate within said Town of the Annual income of

Ten Dollars, or any estate to the value of Two hundred

dollars to meet at the meeting house on Munday the four-

teenth day of may next, at two of the Clock in the after-

noon, for the purpose of choosing a representative to rep-

resent them at the General Court appointed to be con-

vened, and held at Boston, on the last Wednesday of

May
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Given under our hands and Seals at said Fitchburg

the twenty fourth day of April AD. 1804.

Israel Turner
|
Selectmen

Reuben Smith > of
Peter Snow j Fitchburg

Persuant to the within warrant, I have notified and
warned the male Inhabitants of said Town, quallified as

theirin exprefs^ to meet at the time and place and for the

purpose within mentioned. W'^ Brown JuY Constable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the 14^^ day of May
1804 for the purpose of chusing a representative.

The meeting opened by reading the warrant, the Se-

lectmen prefided.

A vote was put to see if the Town will send a rep-

resentative the present year and it pafs"? in the affirma-

tive by dividing the house.

Voted and chose Joseph Fox to represent them in

General Court the year ensuing

Israel Turner
|

Reuben Smith ^Selectmen
Peter Snow J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[196] To W"^ Brown Jun": one of the Conftables of

the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

^, , You are hereby required in the name of the

^(^ ^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

^„ ,^ warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

Town quallified by law to vote in town meetings,

to meet and assemble at the meeting house on Monday
the fourteenth day of may next at four of the clock in

the afternoon to act on the following articles viz.

l!* To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting
2?*^ To see if the town will provide burying Cloaths

to be kept in the West part of the Town.
ST*^ To see what method the Town will take to repair

the Great bridge near Cap* W™ Brown Mills or act any
thing theiron they may think proper.
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4tii To see if the Town will accept the report of any

Committee chosen by the Town or act any thing theiron.

5 To see if the Town will take any method to obtain

a discontinuance of the old County road from Westmin-

ster line to Leominster by Deacon Boutells, or act any

thing theiron they may think proper.

6 To see if the Town will give a bounty on Crows,

or act any thing theiron.

7 To see if the Town will repair the fence round the

old burying yard or act any thing theiron.

Given under our hands and seals at said Fitchburg

the twenty fourth day of April AD 1804.

Israel Turner \

Reuben Smith \ Selectmen
Peter Snow J

Pcrsuant to the within warrant, I have summoned
and notified the Inhaliitants of said town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to assemble at the time and place and

for the purpose within mentioned.

W™ Brown Jun": Constable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg assembled on munday y^ 14^f* May 1804.

Voted and chose Daniel Putnam EsqT Moderator

Voted that the Town provide burying Cloaths for the

West part of the Town
Voted that Joseph Fox be a committeeman to provide

bur3nng Cloaths for the West part of the Town, to be

kept their, & bring in his account to the Town for allow-

ance

Voted that the Selectmen be impowered to repair the

great bridge nigh Cap* Browns Mills by leting it out at

Vendue to the low^est bidder, and that the Selectmen see

that it is faithfully done according to the conditions they

shall propose, and bring the account in to the Town for

allowance.

[197] Voted to accept the report of the Committee

chosen by the Town to settle with the Treasurer, which

report is as follows viz.
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March 9*^ 1804 Agreable to a vote of the Town we
the Subscribers have attended the besinefs of settHng with

the Town Treasurer wdiich is as follows

We find an obligation in the hands of the Town
treasurer against M"" Eph*" Kimboll dated

June 30t? 1800 of $100..00 three years In-

terest paid $100..00

Also one note against Cap^ W'." Brown dated

NovT 30*^ 1798 due on said note besides the

Interest 18. .57

Also another note against Cap^ W?^ Brown
dated Novr 30 1798 due on said note besides

the Interest 4.. 16

Also one note against Ezra Dana dated NovT 30..

1798 due on said note besides the Interest 3. .50

Also one other note against Ezra Dana dated

Novr 30^*^ 1798. due on the note besides the

Interest 19..00
Also one note against Maj^ John Goodridge

dated December 24*> 1802 due on said note

besides the Interest 5..18

We find in the hands of Abijah Goodridge Col-

lector for the year 1803 676..42
We find in the hands of Thomas French Col-

lector for the year 1803 379..65
We find in the hand of the Town Treasurer in

cash 39. .09

We find due from the Town to the Wid? Hannah
Cowdin it being for part of the old meeting

house 10. .73

We find due to the pew holders in the old meet-

ing house 67. .83

John Thurston Jur ]

Israel Turner J-Committee
Peter Snow. J

Town Treafr

Voted to accept the report of the Committee that w^as

chosen by the Town to view the bridge nigh Ephr Gib-

sons, which report is as follows (viz)
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The committee chosen to view the bridge near Mr
Eph": Gibsons, beg leave to report as follows (Viz) It is

our opinion that it is necefsary there be a New bridge

built, and a causway from one bank to the other, that

the butraents of the bridge be Stone four feet high in

front, six inches of the wall Sunk below the bed of the

stream.

That the bridge be thirteen feet wide with nine feet

water corse.

that the string peaces be of chesnut six inches thick

& ten wide.

The bridge to be covered with white pine plank three

inches thick and well penned down.
and that the bridge be carried three feet higher up the

Stream than the old one.

That the caufeway be built with a good firm stone

wall on each side, then filled with small Stones and cov-

ered with gravil, and raised as high as the bridge.

Sam'.i Caswell)
Peter Snow ) Committee
David BoutellJ

Fitchburg May 14*^ 1804.

[198] Voted that the Committee that was chosen by

the Town to view the Bridge nigh Eph^ Gibsons, & make
their report to the Town be a committee to see that the

bridge and causway be built and put in good repair agre-

able to their report. And for that purpose to let it out to

the lowest bidder at Vendue, and the Committee see that

it be done faithfullj- as proposed by the viewing com-

mittee.

Voted that Israel Turner EsqT Daniel Putnam Esqr

& Joseph Fox Esq*" or either of them be a committee, or

agents, in behalf of the Town, to Petition to the Court of

General Sefsions of the Peace if necefsary, in order to have

the old County road discontinued leading from West-

minster to Leomenter.

Voted to give a bounty on crows that shall be killed

this present year within the liments of this Town.
Voted that the bounty on crows be twenty cents, and

that those persons that is intitled to the bounty on crows,
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that they call upon the Treasurer for the pay, And that the

Treasurer be directed to pay the bounty, if he is satiffied

that they have been killed within the limits of the Town.
Voted that the Selectmen be directed to repair the

fence round the old burying ground, and likewise the gate,

and bring in their account to the Town for allowance.

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Daniel Putnam Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

To either of the Constables of the Town of Fitchburg

Greeting

„ ,, You are required in the name of the Common-

^ ^ wealth of Mafsachufetts to notify & warn the free-

^j-,
'

^
holders and other Inhabitants quallified by Law

^ i\ "to vote in Town meetings to meet & Afsemble at

^„ ^ the meeting house on mundaj^ the twenty Seventh

da^' of August inftant at two OClock in the after-

noon to act on the following Articles (Viz).

1 To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To see if the Town will repair the school houfes,

or act any thing respecting the school houfes the^' may
think propper

3 To see if the Town will repair the bridge near M^
Seth Phillips? or act anj- thing theiron.

4 To see if the Town will raise mone\' to repair

the school Houfes or Act any thing theiron.

5 To see if the Town v^ill vote that the Church under

the pastoreal care of the Rev^ Titus. T. Barton and those

who meet with said Church for the worship of GoD, shall

have the Use & improvement of the meeting house their

propotional part of the time reckning from the time that

My Hovej' closed preaching for the Town in Ocf: last, or

act any thing theiron refpecting the meeting house as the

Town shall think propper. Given under our hands and
Seals this Eleventh day of August AD 1804

Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow /Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Amos Putnain
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[199] Persuant to the within warrant I have sum-

moned and notified the Inhabitants of s*? Town quallified

as theirin exprefsed to afsemble at the time and phice, and

for the purpose within mentioned

W'?^ Brown Ju": Conftable

August 27*.^ 1804.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsemljled on munday the 27^^ day of August

1804.

Voted & chose Israel Turner EsqT Moderator.

Voted that the five Selectmen, View the Several School

houses in the Town, and make such repairs as they shall

think is necefsary, to make them convenient & comfort-

able.

Voted that the Selectmen be impowered to repair the

Bridge nigh M«- Seth Phillips

Voted not to raise any money to repair the School

houfes.

It was motioned & Seconded to see if the Town
would agree to chuse a committee to see if the parties

could compromise the besinefs on account of the dispute

respecting the meeting house. The vote being put it pafs^'

in the Negative.

for the motion 55. against it 78. Majority 23.

It was motioned & seconded to pafs over the 5 Arti-

cle in the warrant
The vote being put it pafs^ in affarmative.

For the motion 73. against it 45. majority 28 for

pafsing over the 5!^ article

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Israel Turner Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

October — 1804 Return of Selectmen for perambela-

ting the line between Ashburnham & Fitchburg

We the Selectmen of Fitchburg, and Ashburnham have
perambelated the line between said Towns & renewed the
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bounds, and find the point of Compafs to be 8 degrees

west of South. Eben^ Munroe
Amos Parce

Amos Putnam
J

Fitchburg Ocf: 20^^ 1804
Rec^ and recorded by Joseph Fox Town Clerk

We the Subscribers have this day perambulated the

line Isetween the Town of Lunenburg and the Town of

Fitchburg, and renewed the bounds according to Law
October 25*^ 1804

Josiah Stearns \Two of the Selectmen
William Jones Ju": \ of Lunenburg.

Abijah Goodridge )Two of the Selectmen
Amos Putnam

\
of Fitchburg.

[200] October 29*1^ 1804 The Subscribers hereby

Certify that we have this da3' perambulated the lines be-

tween the Towns of Leominfter and Fitchburg and re-

newed the bounds between said Towns according to Law.
Abijah Bigelow | Selectmen
Abel Kendall /of Leominster

Abijah Goodridge ( Selectmen
Amos Putnam \ of Fitchburg

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the

Town of Fitchburg, Greeting

. You are hereby required in the name of the

^^ ^ Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

^j^ ^ warn the Inhabitants of the said Town of Fitch-

burg, dul}^ quallified to vote for representatives in

the General court of said Commonwealth (viz.), the Male
inhabitants of said Town, being twenty One years of age,

and resident in said Town for the space of One year next

preceeding, having a freehold estate to the Value of Two
hundred dollars, or an Annuel income of Ten dollars, to

Afsemble at the meeting house in said Town on Munda3'
the fifth day of November next, being the fist munday of

said month, at One of the Clock in the afternoon, to give

in their Votes for Nineteen Electors of President and Vice-
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President of the United States. Given under our hands &
Seals this twelfth day of Ocf; AD. 1804

Israel Turner
|

Peter Snow >Selectmen.
Abijah Good ridge J

Persuant to the . within Warrant I have notified and
w^arned the Male Inhabitants of said Town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to meet at the time and place and for

the purpose within mentioned John Willard Constable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the 5^^ day of NovY 1804
For the purpose of chusing Nineteen Electors, for the

choice of a President, and Vice-President, of the United

States. The Town being affembled the Votes called for,

and brought in, Counted & sorted, and declaration made
of the persons voted for, and was as follows viz.

For

, y \Hon David Cobb EsqV of Goldsborough . 61
at i^arge ^^^^ Oliver Wendall Esq-" of Boston ... 60

Suffolk District Hon John Coffin Jones Esq^ of Boston 60

Effex South District Hon. Benj-? Goodhue Esq"" of Salem 60

Effex North District Hon Bailey Bartlett Esq*" of Ha-
verhill 60

Middlefix District, Hon. Eleazer Brooks Esq'' of Lincoln 60

Hampshire South District Hon Will"? Sheperd Esq*" of

Westfield 61

Hampshire North District Hon Eben'' Mattoon Ju^ Esq''

of Amherst 60

Plymouth District Hon Will"? Sever Esq"" of Kingston 60

Barnstable District. Ebenr Bacon Esq": of Barnftable . 60

Bristol District. Hon. George Leonard EsqT of Norton 60

Worcester South District Joseph Allen Esq'' of Worcester 61

Worcester North District Hon. Josiah Stearns Esq": of

Lunenburg 61

Berkshire District. Hon David Rofsiter Esq'^ of Rich-

mond 60

Norfolk District. Hon Cotton Tufts Esq": of Weymouth 60

York District Hon John Lord EsqY of Berwick ... 61
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Cumberland District. Hon Isaac Parker Esq*: of Port-

land 61
Lincoln District. Hon Tho! Rice Esq'; of Wifcafset . 60
Kennebeck District. Saml' S. Wilde EsqT of Hollowell 61

*For.

,

I
)Hon. James Sullivan Esqr of Boston . . 88

at i.arge
^^ion. Elbridge Garey Esqr of Cambridge . 87

Suffolk District Hon. James Bowdin Esq'' of Boston . 87
South Effex District. Col. John Harthorne of Salem . 88
North D? D? Doc* Tho? Kittridge of Andover 88
Middlefex — D? Hon. James Winthrop Esq^ of

Cambridge 88
South Hampshire D? Jonf Smith Ju*" Esqr of W. Spring-

field 87
North. D° D° Edward Uphani Esq": of New

Salem 88
Plymouth. — D? Hon. James Warren Esq": of Ply-

mouth 88
Bristol — D? Hon Josiah Deane Esqr of Rayn-

ham 88
Barnstable — D^ Hon John Davis Esqr of Barn-

stable 88

South Worcester — D? Gen. Tim? Newell of Sturbridge 87
North D? D? Gen. John Whiting of Lancaster 87
Berkshire— D? Hon John Bacon Esq*" of Berkshire 88
Norfolk — D? Hon. Will"^ Heath of Roxbury . 88
York — D? Hon John Woodman EsqT of

Buxton 87
Cumberland — D? Hon Charles Turner Esq*: of

Turner 87
Kennebeck Hancock & Washington. Col Tho*? Fille-

brown of Hollowell 87
Lincoln. John Forbes Esqr of New Castle 88
Suffolk District. Charles Jarvis of Boston 1

[201] This meeting difsolved.

Peter Snow
]

Abijah Goodridge > Selictmen
Amos Putnam

J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

*The arrangement in the original makes the remainder of the record of the

votes a second column beside the first.
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Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the Town
of Fitchburg, Greeting.

(^ .. You are hereby required in the name of the

)c. \\
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts, to notify and
warn the Inhabitants of the said Town of Fitch-

burg duly quallified to vote for reprefentatives in

the General Court of said Commonwealth viz. the Male
inhabitants of said Town being twenty One years of Age,

and resident in said Town for the space of One year next

preceeding, having a freehold estate within said Town of

the Annual income of Ten dollars or any other estate to

the value of Two hundred dollars, to afsemble at the

meeting house in said Town on munday the fifth day of

November next being the first munday in said month, at

four OClock in the afternoon to give in their votes for a

Representative of the people of said Commonwealth in

the Congrefs of the United States, for the Worcester North
District.

Given under our hands & Seals this twelfth day of

Oct-: AD. 1804. Israel Turner )

Peter Snow }^Selectmen.
Abijah GoodridgeJ

Persuant to the within warrant, I have notified and

warned the Male Inhabitants of said Town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to meet at the time and place, and for

the purpose within mentioned John Willard Constable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town
of Fitchburg afsembled on munday y« 5*^ day of NovT
1804- for the purpose of chusing a representative, for the

north Worcester district, of the Commonwealth of Maffa-

chufetts, to represent us in the Congrefs of the United

States.

The town being afsembled, the votes called for, and

brought in. Counted & Sorted, and declaration made of

the persons voted for, and was follows viz.

For The Hon Will'" Stedman Esq": 46

For Gen John Whiting 70
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this meeting difsolved

Israel Turner )

Peter Snow \ Selectmen.
Abijah GoodridgeJ

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

„ , You are hereby required in the name of the

^^ ^ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

^„ ^ warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

^ ^ Town quallified by Law to vote in Town meetings

to meet and afsemble at the meeting house on mun-
day the fifth day of November next at three of the Clock

in the afternoon to act on the following articles Viz.

1 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To see if the Town will show caufe why the prayer

of the Petition of Daniel Putnam and others, praying

that the Congregational Church in Fitchburg may be

incorporated, should not be granted, or act any thing

theiron they may think propper.

3 To see if the Town will raise a sum of money to

supply the pulpet, or act any thing theiron.

4 To see if the Town will accept of any roads laid

out by the Selectmen.

5 To see what the Town will do with the Stoves

belonging to the Town, or act any thing in regard to dis-

posing of them they think propper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant to

sum one of us, on or before said day. Given under our
hand and Seals this fifteenth day of Ocf: AD. 1804.

Israel Turner ]

Peter Snow [ ^ , ,

Abijah Goodridgej^
Amos Putnam

[303] Persuant to the within warrant, I have sum-
moned, and notified the Inhabitants of said Town qualli-

fied as theirin exprefsed to afsemble at the time & place,

and for the purpofef within mentioned.

John Willard Constable.
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the 5*^ day of Nov*: 1804.

Voted & chose Israel Turner EsqT Moderator.

On motion. Voted to oppose the Petition of Daniel

Putnum Esqr & others, respecting a fund.

Voted to chuse a committee to make a Draft, for a

remonftrance to oppose the Petition of Daniel Putnam Esq*"

and others, respecting a fund, to be presented to the

present General Court at their third Sefsions.

Voted that the Committee consist of Seven.

Voted & chose Will?^ Cuningham, Thomas Cowdin,
Edward Durant, Israel Turner Esqr David Boutell, Peter

Snow & Timothy Garfield, a committee for the above pur-

pose.

Voted to adjorn the meeting for half an hour, in order

for the committee to make their report.

The Town meet according to adjornment, and the

meeting oppened.

The Committee made their report as follows (viz.)

The committee to whome it was refered to draft a

Remonstrance against the Petition of Daniel Putnam &
others, beg lieve to make the following Report.

W™ Cuningham per order.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Repre-

sentatives of the Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts.

The Inhabitants of Fitchburg in the County of Wor-
cester in legal Town meeting afsembled, beg leave to Re-

monstrate against the Petition of Daniel Putnam & oth-

ers for an Act of Incorporation.

The Petition sets forth, that Since the Ordination of

the Reverend M*: Worcester in 1797 "A Baptist fociety

and two Universal focieties were formed in the Town,
which together formed a major part of the legal voters in

the Town, so that at the two Annual march Meetings in

1801 and 1802 no vote could be obtained to afsefs M^
Worcesters falary." The whole number of persons in the

Town of all denominations who are cleared from minis-

terial taxes by certificates, in the manner required by law,

is thirty nine; not one of these we believe ever voted
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against the affesment of Mr Worcesters falary. In respect

to difsarters from the CongregationaHsts their is not, in

any ])oint, a meterial variation from the circumstances of

the Town for a long period before M*; Worcesters fettle-

ment. Exclusive of all difsenters their is a great majority

of the Town in opposition to the petitioners, who Stile

themfelves "The Congregational Church," but are here

and in this vicinity denominated " Hopkinsians," and are

avowedly fuch. Those acquainted with the true principles

of the controversy, both Clergy and Laity, are generally

agreed that the petitioners are the feceders from the Con-
gregational order in this place. Occasionally, as they may
have conceived w^ould best answer their designs, they have

called themselves "the Church"—"The Church of Christ"

—

"The first Congregational Church"—The regular Congre-

gational Church "The Strict Calvanistic Church"—and
" The regular Congregational Constitutional Church;" and
these tittles they have at different times, afsumed and af-

serted. The whole history of the Church in New England,

for a centr}' past will not perhaps, exhibit so much Ex-

clesiastical Tyranny as has [303] has ben displayed by
the Small body of Hopkinsians in this Town for the Short

space of five years. They have excommunicated from their

fociety Six and Sufpended from their communion two, and
pafs"? votes purposely to prevent the occasional communion
with them of persons in regular Standing in Congrega-

tional Churches. The characters of the Excommunicated
and Sufpended persons are of estimation in fociety, and
wnth One exception are irreproachable as to morality and
general deportment. One, in particular, highly respected

for his examplary life and a long course of Usefullnefs in a

number of Publick ftations was, at the venerable age of

Sixty nine facrificed to their relentlefs rigour. The Excom-
municant above excepted from this just description of the

character of the others, has ben restored to the fociety

from which he was expelled, they refusing the restoration

of the others contrary to the Result of a Mutual Council,

a majority of w^hich was of their own appointment.

These truths are manifested in Solomn acts of Council,

and in correct publication before the community. The dec-
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laration in the petition that "persons who before had
been memljers of the univarsal fociety, with two or three

others, were collected and recognized as a Church," is a

mifrepresention, the wickednefs, of which is agravated by
appearances of intention. It is observeable that the pe-

titioners State that the lately recognized Church was
formed of persons who before had been members of the

Universal fociety" which can apply but to One, they be-

fore had said there were "two universal focieties." At the

time of the Call of the Candidate refered to in the peti-

tion, there existed in the Town no mOre than the small

number of profefsed Universalists who do not interfere in

the management of the Ecclesiastical concerns of the

Town. It is plainly, and without doubt designedl}^ in-

sinuated in the petition that the Church now in connec-

tion and afsociated with the Town was composed from

among them. The insinuation is contemptible in the peti-

tioners as Men, and is crimenal in them as profefsing

Christians. The Town suppose that a fociety is Alluded

to by the petitioners that had a temporary duration

under the name of the " Fitchburg Universal Christian

Society." But this fociety was abolished soon after its

formation. And for more than eighteen months proceed-

ing the recognition of the Church now connected and af-

sociated with the Town, this Society, like many which

took their rise in times of religious despotism, and intol-

orance was formed in the midst of the opprefsions and
persecutions of the Hopkinsian Church, which was then

the onh^ Church in the Town.
It was inftituted in a mistaken hope of refuge and of

public usefulnefs, and has these motives for its apology.

Its provifsions being found inadequate to its objects —
caused its difsolution. This state of things, in connection

with a formal vote which the Town conceived they might
confistantl}^ with the conditions of their contract, pafs for

his difmifsion, explain the reason why the Town did not

vote M^ Worcesters falary at the periods fpecified in the

petition. The obstacles to Union that our opposers pre-

tend were created by that compact, were l)y their own
acknowledgement wholly removed, for they declare that
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they "Voted to Join with those Who had been the means
of removing their Pastor" (meaning the afsociates in the

compact.) "in hearing Candidates for the Gospel Minestry

as though no difficulties had heretofore existed," It is a

truth that may be afserted with the utmost confidence,

that the v^hole work of "discord" here originated with

and has been unremitingly prolonged by the Hopkinsians

party. Full in proof of this is their own declaration that

as soon as the Town refused to concur with them in the

Case of a Candidate, they "proceeded in imploying, hire-

ing and paying" instructors of their own choice. Then it

was that "all hope of harmony vanished." Then was
destroyed "all hope of reconciliation." The Town cannot
refrain from an exprefsion of their astonishment that all

this should be done by those who have arrogated to

themfelves exclusively the distinction of friends of "Reli-

gion and order," but whose whole conduct has formed a
striking contrast to their pretentions. If it would not be

tedious and unnecefsary we would be circumstantial.

Transactions are plenteous and plenary to our purpose.

We shall pafs them over with one exception :—The his-

tory of fannatics Seem sufficiently to Authorise the fufpi-

cion of their inconfistancies to preclude a particular recital

of their grofs and repeated absurdities. To the long cato-

logue of irrelijious and disorderly Acts we have one to

mention of our opposers flagrantly repugnant to the fecial

regulations that are intended for the preservation of our
rights civil and facred :—They while as at present, the

Minority of this corporation, Still holding their connec-

tion with the Town, and Still impelling and embarrefsing

to the utmost of their power, all regular proceedings for

the Settlement [204] Settlement of a minister, did by an
Ecclesiastical Council Specially felected, in disregard of a
folomn protest of the majority, place over them an In-

structor!

This conduct so hostile to Religion and order is, we
presume, unprecedented in the Church Annals of our

Country, And we appeal to the impartial whether it must
not have been directed by the first feelings of that di'cad-

ful exterminating fpirit which, in the name of the God of
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Mercy, has fcourged the earth with mercilefs vengeance?

Were not this Council actuated by the proud and over-

bearing fpirit of Dioscurus? And did they not practice as

if, Hke Valentinian, they had power to direct who, as

God's vicegerents, ftiould be umpires in all religious mat-

ters, and licenfors and dictators of preachers and preaching ?

"There being no religious fociet3' in the Town with

which the Church, and the worfhippers adhereing to them,

could Join without doing violence to their consciences,"

was no more than was the Cafe with a much greater

number in opposition to them, And was the Occafion of

the Recognition of a Church upon the rational and
Catholic principles of the Congregational Churches of New
England.

Your, Remonstrants are eaqually fensible with the

Petitioners that "the Constitution and Laws of the Com-
monwealth give liberty of conscence to all men." But no
liberty is given by our Constitution and Statutes to con-

travene the regulations, nor disturb the tranquillity of

society.

The petitioners State that they have provided a method
for Supporting "the Gospel in a way not grievous to

themselves, nor burdensome to any around them." The
Town fmcerely wish the petitioners all pofsable consola-

tion and religious improvement under the arrangements

they have made for establishing in this region the disci-

pline and the principles they practice and profefs. But we
beg protection from their enforcment of either by any
schemes they may have devised, under the apparently lib-

eral offer of maintaining the Gospel minestry is, we appre-

hend disguised the projects for recruiting Auxilliaries in a
warfare of principles. The request for the exemption from

taxes elsewhere of those who may merely afsemble with

the petitioners in publick worship is most obviously of a

disorganizing nature and tendency, not calculated to "pro-

mote religion, harmony and good order in Society," And
for these reasons will, we are confident, be rejected by the

Guardians of the public order and peace. We are per-

suaded that the enlightened Government of MafTachufetts
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will never fanction principles that have a direct tendency

to Give to the fpirit of Proselytism, a power to prevert

many to a league in plots.

The Town beg leave farther to represent to the Hon-
orable Court, that of the Subfcribers to the proposed fund

feventeen are not voters in Town affairs, and that the

personal fecurity of a considerable part of them would
not be accepted w^here their circumfiances are known.

Their "obligations" would form a curious basis for a

permanent fund, for the dispenfation of the Gospel, free of

expence to the poor.

The list of male voters in the Town comprifes 181 of

whome 52 are reputed Hopkinfians (43 having signd the

fund,) and 39 cleared by Certificates from Minesteral

taxes, leaving on the side of the Town in the Religious

controversy 91, who have regularly and Uniformly at-

tended to the maintenance of the Gospel ministry in the

Town. But deducting as Hopkinfians those only who
have fubscribed to the fund and the number on the side

of the Town will be 99.

The strength of the Hopkinsians relatively to the

Town is lefs in property than in numbers. Adopting the

table of Valuation as the rule to determine the propotion

they bear, we find the value of the Estates of all the

Hopkinsians who have figned to the Fund, to be 1579.

that of all other persons, exclufively of the 39. exempted
from Ministeral taxes, 4263. The Town on another Occa-

cion declared and they now renew the declaration, "That
they have not the least aversion to the fettlement of a

minester by any portion of the people constituted a reli-

gious fociety according to Law." It may be Superfluous

to explain the meaning of the Town to be, their entire

willingnefs that each feet may enjoy freely their own fcn-

tements, and in their own manner, but under restrictions

that shall [205] shall bar their molestations of others,

and effectually check all fpecious and infidious meafures

to undermine and overthrow fociety.

Averse to an interruption of the delibarations of the

Legislature in the weightier concerns of the Common-
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wealth, the Town forbear the minute and unefsential par-

ticulars of a local contraversy. But will supply them, so

far as maA^ be necefsary, in another manner.

For the reasons they have ftated the Town of Fitch-

burg respectfully request that the petition of Daniel Put-

nam and others may not be granted on the principles they

have proposed.

Voted that the foregoing Remonstrance be accepted,

and that it be presented to the Legislature by Joseph Fox
Esq^ our Reprefentative and that he take with him certi-

fied copies of such records on the Towns books, and make
such further details as may be necefsary.

Voted to raise two hundred dollars to Supply the

Pulpit

Voted to chuse a Committee to lay out the money
raised to supply the pulpit

Voted that the Committee consist of three.

Voted and chose William Cuningham, Deacon Tilden

and David Boutell a committee for the purpose to laying

out the two hundred dollars raised to supply the pulpit.

Voted to leive the report of the Committee respecting

the Road that leads to SamV Taylors with the Selectmen,

and for them to settle the besinefs in the best way and
manner for the Interest of the Town they can.

Voted to sell the Stoves at Vendue.

Voted that the Selectmen be a committee to sell the

Stoves for the most they will sell for at Vendue and make
their report to the Town.

Voted to difsolve this meeting

Israel Turner Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

This certifies that we the Subfcribers have this day
met at the north East corner of the Town of Westminster,

and the northwest corner of Fitchburg and have pre-

ambelated the line between the said Towns and renewed

the bounds agreable to a Law of this Commonwealth in

that case made and provided, and have hereunto inter-
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chanably set our names this twenty fourth day of Sep
tember 1804. Abijah Goodridge( Selectmen

Amos Putnam / of Fitchburg
Abel Wood \ Selectmen
Thaddeus Bond /of Westminfler.

This day met and preambelated the line between Ashby
and Fitchburg and renewed the bounds as the Law directs

Ashby Sept 27*^ 1804
Abijah Goodridge^ Selectmen
Amos Putnam / of Fitchburg
Gushing Burr \ Selectmen
W? Green | of Ashby

[*^06] Worcester fs. To either the Constables of the
town of Fitchburg

Greeting

(Seal)
^°" ^^^ hereby required in the name of the

(Seal)
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts to notify and

(Seal)
^^"""^^ verbally, the freeholders & other inhabi-
tants of said Town quallified by law to vote in

town meetings to meet and afsemble at the meeting house
on Munday the fourth day of March inftant at eleven of
the Clock in the forenoon, to act on the following arti-
cles viz.

1 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting.
2 To see if the town will chuse a committee to settle

with the Town Treafurer or act any thing theiron.
3d To see if the Town will vote to let the Swine run

at large under the regulations of the Law the year en-
suing.

4 To see if the Town will restrict the Cattle from
runmg at large on the Common & highways the year en-
suing, or act any thing theiron.

Given under our hands and seals this fourth day of
March Anno Domini 1805. Israel Turner

)Reuben Smith [selectmen
Peter Snow

J

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned the freeholders and other Inhabitants qualHfied by
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law to vote in town meetings to appear at the time and
place and for the purpose within mentioned.

John Willard Constable.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the fourth day of March
1805.

Voted and chose Cap^ Edward Durant Moderator.

Voted to adjorn this meeting for two hours then to

meet at this place.

The Town meet according to adjornment.

Voted to chuse a committee to settle with the Town
treafurer and they to make their report to the Town at

sum future meeting.

Voted to chuse Three as a Committee.

Voted & chose Israel Turner Esq": Doc^ Peter Snow, &
Jonas Marshall JuT a committee for the above purpose.

Voted to pafs over the S*"? Article in the Warrant
respecting the Hoggs runing at large

Voted that all cattle be restrained from going at large

the present year.

This meeting difsolved. Edward Durant Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[307] Worcefter. fs. To either the Constables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting.

„ , You are hereby required in the name of the

^„ ',^ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify & warn
^„ "^.^ the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said town

/o
'

i\ quallified by law to vote in town meeting, to meet

^^^
'

^
& afsemble at the meeting house on munday the

fourth day of march next, at nine of the Clock in

the forenoon to act on the following Articles viz.

1 To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To see what method the Town will take to notify

and warn their town meetings the year ensuing, or act

any thing theiron.

3. To chuse a Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Select-

men, and other Town officers as the Law directs, and act
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any thing in regard to chusing Collectors, the Town may
think propper.

4 To see what sum of money the Town will raise to

repair their Higways & bridges the year ensuing, or act

any thing in regard to repairing any particular bridge

the\^ may think propper.

5 To see what Sum of money the town will raise to

defray the necefsary expences of the Town.
6 To see what sum of money the town will raise for

the Support of schools, the year ensuing, or act any thing

in regard to laying out the money they may think proper.

7 To see what method the Town will take to Sup-

port their Poor the year ensuing or act any thing theiron.

8 To see if the Town will accept any road laid out

by the Selectmen.

9. To see what sum of money the Town will raise to

supply the Pulpit the year ensuing, or act any thing in

regard to la3dng out the money they think proper.

10 To see what order the town will take respecting

a number of Certificates presented to the Selectmen from
certain persons denominating themfelves Strict Calvinifts,

or act any thing theiron.

11 To see if the Town will cliuse a Committee to lay

out the New burjnng ground in regular form, or act any
thing theiron.

12 To see if the Town will dispose of the Hooppoles
on the towns land, or act any thing theiron.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant wnth
your doings theiron to sum one of us on or before said

day.

Given under our hands and Seals this fifteenth day of

February AD. 1805. Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow. } Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge.
Amos Putnam

Persuant to the within warrant I have Summoned
and notified the Inhabitants of said town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to afsemble at the time and place, and for

the purpose within mentioned.

William Brown Ju^ Constable
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[^08] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg afsembled on munday the 4^^ day of

March 1805.

Voted and chose Mr Afa Perry Moderator.

Voted that the Town meetings for the future be

warned as heretofore

Voted and chose Joseph Fox Town. Clerk

Voted to chuse five Selectmen for the present year.

Voted & chose Israel Turner Esqr Reuben Smith Doc^

Peter Snow, Abijah Goodridge & Amos Putnam
Selectmen

Voted & chose Paul Wetherbee . . Town Treasurer.

Voted to chuse three Affefsors the present year.

Voted & Chose Israel Turner Esq^ Reuben Smith &
Doc* Peter Snow Affefsors

Voted to let out the Collectorfliip upon the hundred

pound to the lowest bidder at the house of Cap* Wr"

Browns at four OClock this afternoon, the person, or per-

sons, who bids of the Collectorfliip to bring two good
bondsmen to the acceptance of the Town, the Selectmen

to be a committee for this purpose, and they to make
their report to the Town at the adjornment.

Voted and chose Joseph Fox, Jabez Sawyer, Abijah

Goodridge, Amos Parce, Deacon Joseph Tilden, Asa Far-

well, Abial Holt, Samuel Gibson Jur Josiah Macintire,

Simeon Farwell Jacob Upton, Elias Macintire, Cap! Ed-

ward Durant, Samuel Harrifs & Cap* John Upton
Highway Surveyors.

Voted that the pay pr hour, cattle &c to be allowed

for the same as last year, the Surveyors to be governed

by that rule.

Voted & chose Amos Parce, Leiu* Joseph Farwell, Eze-

kiel Knolton Aaron Houghton, Thomas Leitch, Blan\'

Sampson Abijah Hartwell, & James Wares. . . Hogreves

Voted and chose John. R. Kemp & Joseph Downe Jur

Cullers of hoops & Staves.

Voted and chose Timothy Garfield & Joseph Simons
Sealors of leather

Voted and chose Afa Farwell & Tho^ Hilton

Firewards
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Voted and chose Person Brown & Joseph Willard

Field drivers

Voted and chose Jonas Marshall Ju"" . Pound keeper

Voted & chose William Cuningham & Stephen Thurs-

ton Tytheingmen
Voted & chose John Willard, Daniel Harrifs, & Liu*

Aaron Eaton Surveyors of Lumber
Voted and chose David Macintire & Israel Turner Esq*"

Fence Viewers

$700.00 Voted to raise Seven hundred dollars to

repair the highways & Bridges the present year.

[209] Voted to adjorn this meeting for half an hour
then to meet at this place

The Town meet according to adjornment & the meet-

ing oppened.

$550.00 Voted to raise Five hundred & fifty dollars

to defray the necefsary expences of the Town
$600.00 Voted to raise Six hundred dollars to sup-

port the schools the present year.

Voted to chuse a committeeman from each school

destrict to meet and consider what each destrict shall

draw in money for their propotion of the w^hole sum
raised, and make their report at the adjornment of this

meeting.

Voted and chose Joseph Fox, Asa Perry, Israel Turner

Esq^ Eph^ Osborn, David Pratt, Thomas Cowdin, Reuben
Smith, Joseph Policy, Benjf Herrick, Daniel Putnam Esqr

& Jacob Gibson a committee for the above purpose.

Voted and chose Joseph Fox, Majr John Goodridge,

Paul Wetherbee Ephraim Osborn, Afa Farw^ell, Joshua
Phillips Cap^ Selvester, George Wood, Benj-? Herrick, Sam-
uel Caswell, & Daniel Holt, .... School Committee

Voted that the Poor be let out at publick vendue at

five oClock this afternoon, at the house of Cap^ William

Browns to the lowest bidder by the weak, or year, as

shall be agreed upon by the Selectmen, they to make
their report to the Town at the adjornment.

Voted to accept the report of the Selectmens laying out
a road from David Bawldins house w^here it is now trod so



334 The Old Records of the

far as to meet the town road that goes by David Pratts

which report is as fohows (viz)

The Subscriliers have laid out a two rod road from
Mr David Baldwin house, where it is now trod, so far as

to meet the town road that goes by M*" David Pratts

house. The land is given & no expence to the Town.
Israel Turner \

Reuben Smith \ Selectmen
Peter Snow J

Fitchburg Febry IS*'' 1805

Voted to raise Four hundred dollars to supply the

Pulpit the present year.

Voted to chuse a committee to supply the Pulpit.

Voted that the committee consist of three

Voted & chose Deacon Joseph Tilden, David Boutell, &
Timothy Garfield a committee for the above purpose to

lay out the Four hundred dollars

Voted to pafs over the 10*^?^ article in the warrant
respecting sum Certificates presented to the Selectmen

from certain persons denomenating themselves Strict Cal-

venists.

Voted to pafs over the ll^f^ article in the warrant
respecting laying out the burying ground, in regular form.

Voted to pafs over the 12^^ article in the warrant re-

specting cuting hoop poles on the towns land,

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the first munday in

April at One oClock in the afternoon, at this place,

April 1^* 1805 The Town meet according to adjorn-

ment & the meeting opened

The Committee appointed to consider and report re-

specting laying out the school money, made their report

as follows (viz)

At a meeting of a committee, consisting of one man
from each school district, chosen by the Town to agree

upon, and report to the Town at the adjornment of

March meeting [310] meeting, what each school destrict

shall draw in money as their propotion of the whole sum
raised for schooling the present year, on the 18*^ day of

March 1805 the committee meet and have agreed upon
the following, for the consideration of the Town (viz)
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proposed the present year

ftrict N? 1 $100..00.2
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The Subscribers a committee chosen by the Town to

Settle with the Town Treasurer do make the following

report. (Viz.)

We find in the Treasurers hands a note against

Eph-: Kimboll dated Jan 30*^^ 1800 of $100. .00

four years Interest paid $100..00
Also one note against Ezra Dana dated NovT

30*^ 1798 due besides the Interest .... 3..50
Also one other note against Ezra Dana dated

Nov'?'" 30^^ 1798 due besides the Interest . 19..00
Also a note against Majr John Goodridge dated

DecmbT 24^.^ 1802 due on s*^ note besides

Interest 5..^
We find in the hands of Abijah Goodridge Col-

lector for the year 1803 the sum of ... . 28..00

We find in the hands of Thomas French Col-

lector for the year 1803 the sum of ... . 11 3..88

We find in the hands of W*:" Brown Ju^ Collector

for the year 1804 the sum of 648..66
We find in the hands of John Willard Collector

for the year 1804 the sum of 407.. 17

We find in the hands of the Town Treafurer in

cash the sum of 32. .03

We find due from the Town to the Wid? Hannah
Cowdin it being for the old meeting houfe . 10. .23

We find due to the Pew holders in the old meet-

ing house 67. .83

Fitchburg March 25*11 i805
Israel Turner

|

Peter Snow >Committee
Jonas Marshall JuV ]

Voted to excuse Cap^ John Upton for Serving as a

highw^ay Surveyor the present year.

Voted & chose Abraham Farwell highway Surveyor

for the present year in the rome of Cap^ John Upton ex-

cused.

[211] Voted and chose Amos Wheeler T3^theingman

for the present year.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to Cap! William Browns,

and their to open the meeting Emidiately.
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The Town meet according to adjornment & the meet-
ing oppened.

The committee appointed by the Town tc^ let out tlic
Poor have attend the Ijesinefs and beg leave to report as
follows (viz)

take 7 Cents Samuel French Struck off to Israel Tur-
ner Escf who is to give seven Cents pr Weak

give 61 cents. Ephraim Smith Struck off to Benj- Ful-
ler for Sixty One cents pV week.

give scents. Mary Wares Struck off to Verien Daniels
for three Cents pr week.

Fitchburg March 4t.h 1805 Peter Snow pr order

Voted to accept the report of the Committee

The committee appointed by the Town to let out the
Collectorlliip have attended to the besincfs, & beg leave
to report as follows (Viz)

$1..00 The Collectorfhip on the South side Struck off
to Wilham Brown JuV for One dollar on the hundred dol-
lars

$1.09 The Collectorfhip on the North side, Struck off
to John Willard for One dollar & nine Cents on the Hun-
dred dollars.

Fitchburg March 4t.h 1805 Peter Snow pV Order

Voted to accept the report of the Committee.
Voted to accept of W? Brown & Doc^ Peter Snow as

bondsmen for W- Brown JuT as Collector for the South
side the Town.

Sworn Voted & chose William Brown Ju-" Collector
for the South side the Town Collector

Sworn Voted and chose William Brown fu'" Consta-
ble for the Town the present vear

^

Constable
Voted to accept of John Tilden & David Macintire as

bondsman for John Willard as Collector for the north side
the Town.

Voted & chose John Willard Collector for the north

V /.'''. ^r" C«"-tor
Voted & chose John Willard Constable for the Town

the present year
Constable
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Voted to (lifsolve this meeting

Asa Pern' Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcefter, fs. To either of the Constables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

,,, ,, You are hereby recmired in the name of the
(Seal) '

^^^
' Commonwealth of MafTachufetts to notify and

)ti ' n ^^'''^''" ^^^^ IVIale Inhabitants of said Town of Fitch-

^" '
^ burg, of Twenty one years of age and. upwards,

,\ \[ having a freehold estate within this Common-
(Seal)

wealth, of the annual income of Ten dollars, or

any estate to the value of Two hundred dollars, to meet

at the meeting house on JMunday the first day of April

next, at three of the Clock in the afternoon, to give in

their votes for Govenor, Leu^ Gov^ And Senators & Coun-

cellors agreable to the Constitution of S? Commonwealth.
Given under our hands & seals at said F'itchljurg this

Eleventh day of March AD. 1805
Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow > Selectmen
Abijah Goodridge
Amos Putnam

[^1*4] Persuant to the within warrant I have warned
the inhabitants of said Town quallified as theirin exprefsed,

to meet at the time and place for the purpose within

mentioned W'^ Brown JunT Constable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the first day of April,

1805 to vote for GovV Leiut GovT Senators & Councel-

lors.

The meeting being oppencd. Votes for the following

persons ware given in, counted & sorted. And a recorded

and declaration theirof made as b^^ the Constitution

directs (viz)

Govener
For His Exelancy Caleb Strong 82

Hon James Sullivan 87
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Lciu*: (iovciK-r
For His Hon- Iv.Kvrud. II. K(,l,i„s . 77

Gen'. William Heath
79

Senators and Councellors
Hun Ehjah Brigham Esq-" 72 Genljohn Whitin-^ yjHon Darnel Bi.,.elow Es,-- 72 Sam" Jones Esqr' 83

on T?
"" T\ ""y ''' ^''^' Bangs Esqr 83Hon Thomas Hale Esq- 72 I>li„ey Miriek Escf 83

Israel Turner
)

Peter Snow iSeleetmen
AlDijah Goodridge)
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Fitchburg Jan 15*^ 1805
The subscribers have this day Made a division of theschool money which is as. follows (Viz)

Xo 2 rr"p^"°"'
Committee $127..04..2A. 2 Ala Perrv D" /-a a a

NO
3 Person Brown D" ! ko tt y

N? 4 Timothy. F. Downe DO 477^0
N? 5 Samuel Harrifs D" ol^la'l
N? 6 Benja Hartwell Do l^lll,N? 7 Joshua Stickney D" . Ta J^ 1
N? 8 David Maeintii-e D^ It 7^'t
N? 9 Thomas Thurston D" foM
N? 10 Joseph Richardson D^ Xa'tttNO 11 Timothy Batchelor D" .

.'

;
: : ; ; '^ff^^

Israel Turner
)Reuben Smith Selectmen

Peter Snow
J

the Town ofpTfr- '" ''^" "'^"^ "^ ^''^ Constables oftne lown of Fitchburir ^
y.

" ureetmg
(Seal) ^,

^"" ^"'^ hereby required in the name of the
(^Seal)

Commonwealth of Maffachufets to notify and warn
(Seal) ^^'^\\^^ ^;f^l^7 and other inhabitants of said town
(Seal)

^l"al ihec by law to vote in town meetings to meet& alsemble at the meetino- honc^ ^« ^1.^ „• x„_ ..,

dav of M. . . } .

'"^^^^"^ ^'«"se on the sixteenthda3 of May at two of the Clock P. M. to act on the fol-lowmg articles. Viz.
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\^} To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting
2^ To see if the Town will vote that the people who

attend on the ministry of the Rev*? Titus. T. Barton
should be ineorperated into a religious soeiety, on the

prinfables that the joint Committee of the General Court

in the last Sefsions, Stated in the report they had formed

on the petition of Daniel Putnam & others.

o'' To see if the Town will erect a Monamental Stone

with Suitable inscriptions over the Grave of the late Rev^

John Payson.
4*?^ To see if the Town will accept of a report of a

committee chosen to view the proposed road from Samuel

Phelp*? to the meeting house, or act an^^ thing in regard

to accepting the road they shall think proper.

5^'^ To see if the Town will raise a sum of money to

support a singing school, or act jiny thing they ma^y think

proper.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

3'our doings to sum one of us on or bef(;re said da3\

Given under our hands & Seals this first day of May
Anno Domini 1805. Israel Turner

)

Reuben Smith I o i 4.

Tj - o I Selectmen
Peter Snow
Abijah Goodridge^

Persuant to the within warrant I have summond and
notified the Inhabitants of said Town quallitied as theirin

ex])refsed to afsemble at the time & place, and for the

purpofes within mentioned William Brown Constable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

P^'itchburg aisembled on thursday y^ 16*^.^ day of May
1805.

Voted & Chose Israel Turner EsqT Moderator
Voted that the Town of Fitchburg do freely antl fully

consent— That those persons in said Town who Stile

themfelves. The ftrict Calvinistic Societ}^ in said Town, be

Ineorperated into a Body Politic agreable to the Report
of the Committee of both houfes of the Legislature, of

which The Honorable William Brown w^as Chairman, on
the Petition of Daniel Putnam & others, exprefsed in the

I
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following words— "That the faid Daniel Putnam and oth-

ers, and those in said Fitchburg who shall unite with

them for Rehgious Worship in the Space of six months
from the date of their Incorperation, with their Polls &
Estates, may be Incorperated into a Religious Congrega-

tional Calvinistic Society in Fitchburg, with full powers
to manage any Funds or Donations which they do or

may pofsefs, for the fupport of their public Worship ; with

their right to the common Lands belonging to the said

Town of Fitchburg, in propotion to their Valuation, with

the right and power also, of afsefsing and Collecting Par-

ish Taxes as the Law directs, provided they present their

Petition at the first Sefsion of the next General Court.

Voted to adjorn this meeting untill another meeting is

over refpecting the choice of a Reprefentative.

[214] The town meet according to adjornment

Voted to pafs over the third article in the warrant

*The Subscribers have laid out a town road as follows

Begining at the town road between Mr Samuel Phelp! &
M*" Jacob Jaquiths and runs as follows (viz) begining

upon the Town road leading to the school houfe from M''

Jacob Jaquiths begining One rod west of the line between

M*" Sam'J Phelp^ & M"" Jacob Jaquith, Courfes & distance

as follows viz South 21° west 65 rods then South 13° W
10 rods, then South 14° W 8 rods, then South 24° W. 6

rods, then South 21° W. 14 rods, then West 41°. S. 31

rods, then West 27°. S. 10 rods, then West 31°. S. 18

rods then South 43° W. 19 rods, then South 15° W. 90

rods, then South 25° W. 58 rods then South 35°. W. 24
rods, then South 23°. W. 10 rods, then South 11°. W. 10

rods, then South 19°. W. 10 rods, then South 17°. W. 16

rods, then South 5°. WIS rods, then South 18°. W 8 rods

then West 35°. South 18 rods total four hundred & forty

three rods, the road is expected will all be given except

through a corner of Cap^ Will Browns land we have
apprised the damage to him at Eighteen dollars

March 30^!^ 1805. Israel Turner
j

Peter Snow / Selectmen
Abijah GoodridgeJ

•Discontinued March, 1810.
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The committee chosen by the Town to veiw the pro-

posed road leading from Samuel Philp*! land to the meet-

ing house have attend the besinefs & beg leave to report

as follows Viz.

That your committee are of opinion that the road

lately laid out by the Selectmen is the best rout to accom-

medate the Inhabitants in the north quarter of the Town,
and that the Town accept the road on the following con-

ditions that the Town pay all the damage thro the land

belonging to the heirs of Joseph Low & Cap^ William

Browns only, and that the Town have the benefit of the

Subscription Subscribed to be worked on the road under

the direction of a committee chosen for that purpose

Fitchburg May 16*^ 1805
Israel Turner

j

Joseph Richardson
[ r„,„jn:ttee

Peter Snow [
«^ommittee

Reuben Smith
J

Voted to accept the report of the Committee respect-

ing the above descrbed road upon the conditions exprefsed

by the last committee.

Voted to chuse a Committee to See that the work
subscribed be faithfully worked out on the road

Voted & chose Seven a committee for the above pur-

pose viz Joseph Richardfon Samuel Caswell JuV Samuel
Phelps, Doc^ Peter Snow, John Farwell JuT Oliver Fox &
Cap! Allen Hallet.

Voted to difsolve this meeting, the meeting was ac-

cordingly difsolved

Israel Turner Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

The following is affixed to page 214:

Fitchburg May the 29 1805
This may Certify that I Calvin Meffingcr have given Leave for the

Road Lately Laid out by the Selectmen to go through my Land where

they Laid it out by Receiving PaA" for the Land in proportion to what
I gave for the Land hy the Acre & not to have vcny Gangway below

the Bridge

Att Palamdus Perkins Calvin Mefsinger

Amos Lawrence Jr
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[315] Worcester, fs To either of the Constables of

the Town of Fitchbtirg Greeting

„ .. You are hereby required in the name of the

^„',^ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

)^ \! warn the male inhabitants of said Town being
(oeal)
^ . twenty one years of age and resident in said Town

for the Space of one year next preceeding, having

a freehold estate within said Town of the annual income

of Ten dollars or any eftate to the value of two hundred

dollars to meet at the meeting house on the Sixteenth day
of may at four of the Clock P. M. for the purpose of

choosing a representative to represent them at the General

Court appointed to be convened & held at Boston on the

last Wednesday of May
Given under our hands & seals at said Fitchburg the

first day of May 1805 Israel Turner ]

pSe'rSn'ot'"
''Selectmen

Abijah Goodridge

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and
warned the male inhabitants of said Town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to meet at the time & place and for the

purpose w^ithin mentioned.

William Brown Ju^ Constable

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on thursday the le^.'^ day of May
1805 for the purpose of chusing a Representative.

The meeting oppened by reading the warrant, the

Selectmen presided

A motion was made & seconded to see if the Town
will send a representative the present year. The Vote
call^ for and pafs"? in the afl&rmative.

Voted & chose Deacon Samuel Gibson to represent

them in General Court the year ensuing.

Israel Turner
j

Reuben Smith [^Selectmen

Peter Snow J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk
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Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting.

„ , You are hereb3^ required in the name of the

^^ ^ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

^
^ warn the freehoolders and other Inhabitants of

^
^ said Town Quallified by Law to vote in town

meetings to afsemble and meet at the Meeting

house on Munday the 16*.^ day of this Instant, at one

OClock P. M. to act on the following articles viz.

1^* To chuse a moderator to Govern said meeting.

2"?^ To see wheather the Town will Chuse an agent

or agents to defend an action comminced against the

town by the Town of Nubury, or act any thing theiron

as they may think propper.

31^ To see what method the Town will take to com-

pleat fencing the New burying ground
4'/ To see if the Town will accept of any road laid

out by the Selectmen or their order.

5ly To see if the Town will give liberty to have a

road made through the towns land Southwest of where

the road is now trod.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doing theiron. [216] theiron on or before said day
given under our hands at Fitchburg this second day of

December AD. 1805. Israel Turner )

Reuben Smith (e i ^
AU-- u r^ 1 -J , Selectmen.
Abijah Goodridgef
Amos Putnam J

Pursuant to the within warrent I have Summoned and
notified the Inhabitants of said town quallified as theirin

exprefsed, to afscml)le at the time and place, and for the

purposes within mentioned. W'V Brown Jul Constable.

Fitchburg December 16*^ 1805.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on munday the 16<^^ day of December
1805.

Voted and chose M^ Thomas Cowdin Moderator.
Voted to chuse two agents to defend the action the

town of Nubury has comminced against the Town of
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Fitchburg, to be heard and tryed at Ipfwich in the County
of Eflex on the last munda3' of December Instant, for the

support of Rhoda Thurlo, they, or either of them to

manage the besinefs in behalf of the Town.
Voted and chose Joseph Fox & Israel Turner Esq":

Agents for the above purpose.

Voted to build a stone wall at the east & west ends

of the New burying ground.

Voted to fence the back side of the New burjnng

ground with a Virgina fence, with chesnut timber.

Voted to chuse a committee to see that the fence is

made agreable to what is proposed.

Voted to chuse three as a committee for the above

purpose

Voted and Chose Mr Abijah Goodridge, M"" Asa Perry

and Cap^ Edward Durant a committee for the above pur-

pose.

Voted that the fence above proposed to be built, to be

done according to the best Judgment of the Committee.

Voted to pafs over the last article in the warrant.

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Thomas Cowdin Moderator.

Joseph Fox Town Clerk

At the above meeting the Town voted to accept a

road laid out by the Selectmen provided their shall be no
expence to the Town, more than common highway work,

which road is described as follow^s. Viz.

A mamarandam of a road, or an alteration of a

Town road laid out by the Subscribers Near Mr Thomas
Cowdins viz

:

Begining at the road now occupied at the upper end

of a wall aliout twenty roads northeast of said Cowdins
house, and runing Southwesterh' by Stakes and one small

chefnut tree on the Southeast side of said road about
fort}' eight rods to the road, from whence it began, the

proposed alteration will shorten the way about six rods.

Israel Turner j

Reuben Smith
J
Selectmen.

Amos Putnam)
N. B. done b\' request of Mr Thomas Cowdin.
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[317] The Subscribers appointed by the Town to

make a Divifion of the school money have attended to

that besinefs and hence the division which is as follows

Viz.

Destrict N? 1. Joseph Fox Esqr Committeeman $130. .55.

2

.80.0

.94.5

.53.3

..76.7

.35.5

.79.1

.93.8

.12.3

.55.8

.63.8

N?
No
No
No

N?
N?
N?
N?
N?

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

N? 11.

John Goodridge

Paul Wetherbee
Ephraim Osborn
Asa Farwell

Joshua Phillips

Leml H. Sjdvester

George Wood
Benj^ Herrick

Samuel Caswell

Daniel Holt

D"
Do
Do

Do

Do

Do

Do

Do
Do
Do

Fitchburg Jany 6*^ 1806.

46.

46.

51.

35.

38.

45.

44.

60.

63.

35.

Israel Turner
Reuben Smith
Peter Snow
Abijah Goodridge
Amos Putnam

$600..00.0

Selectmen

Worcester, fs. To either the Constables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereb3^ required in the name of the
(vSeal)

(Seal)

(Seal)

Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

warn the freeholders and other Inhabitants of said

Town quallified by law to vote in town meetings,

to meet and assemble at the meeting house on monday the

third day of March next, at nine of the Clock in the fore-

noon to act on the following articles. Viz.

l^t To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To chuse Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Selectmen,

and other town officers as the law directs, and act any
thing in regard to chusing Collectors the town may think

propper.

3 To see what sum of money the town will raise to

repair their highways and bridges the year ensuing, or act

an3^ thing thereon they may think proper.
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4 To see what sum of money the Town will raise to

defray the necefsary expences of the town
5 To see what sum of money the Town will raise for

the support of schools the year ensuing, or act any thing

in regard to laying out the money they think proper.

6 To see what method the Town will take to Sup-

port their poor the year ensuing or act any thing theiron,

7 To see if the Town will accept of any roads laid

out by the Selectmen.

8 To see if the Town will chuse a Committee to set-

tle with the Town Treasurer.

9 To see if the Town will allow the swine to run at

large under the regulations of the law the present j^ear.

[^18] 10 To see if the Town will give a bounty for

killing Crows the year ensuing or act any thing theiron.

11 To see if the Town will chuse a committee to set-

tle with Doc^ Jonas Marshall respecting a law suit with

Cap* Eliflia Smith, he being an agent for the town or act

any thing theiron.

12 To see if the Town will provide a Carriage to

carry the dead to the graveyard, or act any thing theiron.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant to

some one of us on or before said day with your doings

theiron.

Given under our hands & seals this thirteenth day of

February AD 1806. Reuben Smith
)

Peter Snow ^Selectmen
Amos PutnamJ

Persuant to the within Warrant I have summoned,
and notified the Inhabitants of said town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to meet at the time & place and for the

purpofes within mentioned

William Brown Jun'.' Constable

Fitchburg 3"^ March 1806.

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afsembled on monday the SV'' day of March
1806.

Voted and Chose M"" Asa Perry Moderator
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Voted and Chose Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Voted and chose M\ Paul Wetherbee Town Treasurer.

Voted to chuse Five Selectmen for the present year.

Voted & Chose Doc* Peter Snow, Deacon John Thurs-

ton JuT M'' David MS Intire, M"" Thomas Cowdin & Mv
Jo^ Simonds Selectmen

Voted that the three first Selectmen be afsessor for

the present year, viz

Doc* Peter Snow, Deacon John Thurston Ju^ & AP
David M? Intire Affefsors

Voted to adjorn this meeting for One hour.

The Town meet according to adjornment.

Voted to let out the Collectorship upon the hundred

pound to the lowest bidder at the house of Cap^ William

Browns at five OClock this afternoon, the person, or per-

sons, who bid off the Collectorship to bring tw^o good

bondsmen to the acceptance of the Town the last years,

and this present years Selectmen to be a committee for

this purpose, and they to make their report to the Town
at the adjornment.

[319] Voted and Chose Joseph Farwell, Thomas Ea-

ton, Cap^ James Cowdin W'? Cuningham, Benj? Kemp,

Joseph Simons, Amos Lawrance JuT Solomon Carlton,

Samuel Phelps, Paul Wetherbee, Cap^ S. Flint, Benj-? Her-

rick, W".^ Kilborn, Daniel Harrifs, & Ephr Smith,

Highway Surveyors

Voted that the pay pr hour for Men, And for Cattle

&c p": day at highwa^^ work, be the same allowed as last

year, and the Surveyors to govern themselves accordingly.

Voted & chose Mr Daniel Farwell, Saml' Ta3'lor, Sam-

uel Cowdin Daniel Hodgskin, John Goodridge JuT Phillip

Cowdin, Saml' Caswell }\V. Joel Eaton, Nehemiah Andrews,

George. S. Putnam, David Alf Intire, and Joseph Boyn-

ton Hogreves

Votcfl and chose John. R. Kemp (S: Joseph Downs
Jun'.' Coller of hoops & Staves.

Voted and chose Joseph Simonds & Timothy Garfield

Sealers of leather

Voted and chose Amos Parce & Jonas Marshall Jun*:

Firewards



Toxvn of FitcJibiirg. 349

Voted and Chose Benj-? Fuller & Bpliraiin Kindall

Field drivers.

Voted and ehose Jonas Marshall JuV . Pound keejjer

Voted and ehose Verien Daniels, Timoth\' Demon &
Tim? Garfield Tythingmen

Voted & ehose Cap* Aaron P^aton & John Willard

Surveyors of Lumber.

Voted & ehose Phillip Cowdin, John Willard & Asa

Perry Fence viewers

$700..00 Voted to raise Seven hundred dollars to re-

pair the highways & bridges the present ^^ear.

$600.00 Voted to raise Six hundred dollars to tlefray

the Necefsary expences the present year.

$600..00 Voted to raise Six hundred dollars to sup-

port the sehools the present ^-ear.

Voted to lay out the school money the same as last

3'ear.

Voted & chose John Farwell Ju": Asa Perry, Simeon
Farwell, Daniel Harrifs, Daniel Farwell Jur Setli Phillips,

George. S. Putnam Cap^ Selvester. P. P^lint, William Bol-

ton, Sam'.' Phelps, & Daniel Andrews
School Committeemen

Voted that the Selectmen see to the Supporting of the

Poor in the best wa3^ and manner they can for the Inter-

est of the Town.
Voted to chuse a committee of three to Settle with

the Town Treasurer.

Voted and chose John Thurston JuV Doc^ Peter Snow,
& Joseph l"ox a committee for the above purpose.

Voted to pafs over the 9^*^ Article respecting Swines

runing at large.

20 '^'^s Crows Voted that the Town Treasurer Ijc au-

thorised to pay to any person who shall kill any Crows
within the limits of this Town between this and the next

march meeting. Twenty Cents for each Crow.
[^^O] Voted to chuse a Committee to Settle with

Doct Jonas Marshall he being an agent for the Town, re-

specting a law Sute the Town had with Cap^ Eliflia Smith.

Voted that the Committee consist of Three.
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Voted & chose Reuben Smith, Paul Wetherbee &
Joseph Fox a committee for the above purpose, and make
a report at the adjornment respecting the besinefs.

Voted that the Town provide a carriage to carry the

Dead to the grave.

Voted that the Selectmen l)e impowered to procure a

Carriage to carry the Dead to the grave, and they to re-

port to the Town the expence tor their acceptance.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to the first monday of

April next at three OClock in the afternoon at this place.

The meeting was accordingly adjorned.

On the IS^ daj^ of April 1806. being the first monday
of April the Town meet according to adjornment.

Voted to adjorn this meeting to Cap^ William Browns
at six OClock this afternoon, then & their to proceed to

besinefs.

The Tow'U meet according to adjornment at Cap^
W'." Browns and the meeting opened.

Voted to accept the report of the Committee that was
chosen to Settle with the Town Treasurer, which report

is as follows Viz.

March &}" 1806 The Subscribers a Committee chosen

by the Town to Settle with the Town Treasurer make
the following Statement, viz

We find in the Treasurers hands a note against

Eph': Kimboll for the Sum of $100..00 dated

30 Jan-y 1800, on Interest, five years Interest

paid $100.,00
Also two notes against Ezra Dana dated NovV

30, 1798 on Interest both notes amounting
too $22. .50. prinsapai 22. .50

Also a note against Maj^ John Goodridge dated

24 DecembT 1802 on Interest 5.. 18
Also a note against Timothy Garfield dated 3*:'^

December 1804 on Interest 8..75
Also a note against William Brown }\x\ dated

Z\^ December 1804 on Interest 5. .80

Also a note against Joseph Farnsworth dated
?>\^ December 1804 on Interest Sum of . . . 6..00
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We find due to the Pew holders in the old meet-

ing house the Sum of 67..83

We find in the hands of W'." Brown JuV Collee-

tor for the year 1805 the Sum of 588..32
We also find in the hands of John Willard Col-

lector for the year 1805 the vSum of ... . 462..22
We find in the Treasurers hands the Sum of . . 112. .77

We have Setled with the Treasurer and allowed him
Twenty' four dollars for two years Services which is in full

to the 3Vd day of March 1806. Peter Snowj ,.^
T u r> / CommitteeJoseph Pox

/

[2Jil] Voted to excuse William Bolton from Serving

as Highway Surveyor the present year.

Voted and chose Benj> Herrick one of the Surveyors

of Highways the present year in the Rhome of William

Bolton excused.

Voted to accept the report of the Committee to let

out the Collectorrtiip which report is as follows Viz.

Agreeable to a vote of the Town pafs^ March 3':'^ 1806
The committee appointed to let out the Collectorfhip have

attended to the besinefs, and make the following report

Viz,

The collection on the South side of the Town is let

out to Daniel Farwell Ju^ for One dollar on the hundred

dollars.

The collection on the north side of the Town to Henry
Haskiel for One dollar & twelve cents on the hundred

dollars. Peter Snow pr order of the Committee

Voted to accept of Porter Kimboll as Collector for the

South & north sides of the Town in the rome of Daniel

Farwell JuV for the South side of the Town & in the

rome of Henry Haskiel for the North Side of the Town
his bringing Ephraim Kimboll Jur & Daniel Farwell JuV

as bondsmen, for which he is to be allowed the same as

Farwell & Haskiel bid it of at.

Voted and chose Porter Kimboll Collector for the

Town of Fitchburg for the present year . . . Collector

Voted to chuse two Constables for the present year.

I
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Voted tS: chose Porter Kimboll Constable for the pres-

ent year Constable

Voted is. chose Daniel Farwell JnV Constable for the

present year Constable

The constables, and Collector was notified to take the

Oaths required by law by one of the Selectmen viz M*"

John Thurston Ju^ Asa Perry Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Mamarandani of the Sclectniens report, for providing

for the ]Joor, See second leaf from this was not deli^ to

the town Clerk untill may meeting is the reason of its

not being rccrded in its proper place J. Fox T. Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the Town
of Fitchburg Greeting

, You are hereby required in the name of the

^
"

^
Commonwealth of Maffachusetts to notify & warn

Jc^! 1\
t^i^' male inhabitants of the said Town of Fitch-

/c !i\
^3urg of Twenty one years of age and upwards,

^ "^ having a freehold estate within this Common-
wealth of the Annual income of ten dollars, or any other

estate to the value of two hundred dollars, to meet at

the meeting house on monday the Seventh day of April

next, at One of the Clock in the afternoon to give in their

votes for a Govenor, Lieutenant Governor, and Senators

& Counfellors, agreeable to the Constitution of said Com-
monwealth.

Given under our hands and Seals at said Fitchburg

this IS^b day of March 1806
Peter Snow

\

^^}'\
Thu^-ston Jur I ^,i,,tnien

Tho! Cowdm
j

Joseph Simonds J

Persuant to the within warrant I have warned the

Inhabitants of said Town quallified as therin exprefsed to

meet at the time and place for the purpofes theirin men-

tioned. William Brown Ju*^ Constable

Fitchburg April 5^1^ 1806.
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[222\ At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg aflenibled on nionday the 7*^^ day of

April 1806 To vote for Govenor Leiut Govenor, Senators

& Counfellors.

The meeting being oppened, Votes for the following

persons ware given in, counted and Sorted, and recorded,

and delaration theirof made as by the Constitution di-

rects, viz.

Govenor
For His Exc Caleb Strong Esq': 76

Hon James Sullaven EsqV 112

Leiu* Govenor
For His Honor Edw^ H. Robins Esq": 73

Gen' William Heath 114

Senators and Counfellors

Hon Daniel Bigelow Esqf 74
Hon Thomas Hale EsqV 74
Hon Elijah Brigham Esqr 74
Hon Salem Towne EsqV 74
Edward Bangs EsqV 115
Pliny Mirick Esqr 115
Samuel Jones Esq*: 115
Mofes White EsqV 115

Peter Snow
)

John Thurston JuT } Selectmen
David Al^ Intire J

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

„ . You are hereby required in the name of the

^„ . Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

)c. i\
"^"^'^i^ri the freeholders, and other inhabitants of

^„ . said Town, quallified b}- Law, to vote in town
meetings, to meet and afsemble at the meeting-

house on monday the Seventh day of April next at five

of the clock in the afternoon to Act on the following

articles viz.

1^} To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting
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2*^ To see if the Town will consent that an alteration

be made on the County road up the sand Hill (so called)

thro' the towns land without an\' expence to the town,
or act any thing theiron.

3*^ To see if the Town will allow the Cattle to run

at large on the Common and Highways the year ensuing,

or act any thing thereon

Given under our hands and seals at said Fitchburg

this 18*}^ day of March AD 1806.

Peter Snow
John Thurston Tu^ I o i .

Tho! Cowdin Selectmen

Joseph Simonds J

Persuant to the within warrant I have Summoned and
Notified the Inhabitants of said Town ciuallified as their-

in Exprefsed to meet at the time and ])lace and for the

purposes within mentioned.

Fitchburg ^V^ April 1806. W™ Brown ]w\ Constable

[223] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg afsembled on monda^- the 7^*^ day of

April 1806.

Voted and chose Mr Asa Perry Moderator
Voted to pafs over the 2^^ article in the warrant

. Voted that Cattle be not allowed to go at large on

the highway's & Common the present year

Voted to defsolve this meeting.

The meeting was accordingly difsolved

Asa Perr\^ Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the Town
of Fitciiburg Greeting

/c ,i\ You arc hereby required in the name of the

/Q> \\ Commonwealth of ]Mafsachusetts to notify and

i\
^"^'^ii^i^ flit^ male inhabitants of said town being

^
'^ ^ t\vent\' one \'ears of age, and resident in said Town

for the space of one 3^ear next proceeding having a

freehold estate within said town of the Annual income of
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ten dollars, or am- estate to the value of two hundred

dollars, to meet at the meeting house on P'riday the Six-

teenth day of May next at four oClock in the afternoon,

for the purpose of chusing a representative to represent

them, at the General Court api)ointed to hit convened to

be convened and held at Boston on the last Wednesday of

May.
Given under our hands and seals at said Fitchl3urg

the twenty eight day of of April AD 1806.

Peter Snow
]

John Thurston Ju'.' [01 .

•4
1 o- 1 ; Selectmen.

Joseph Smionds (

Tho? Cowdin
j

Fitchburg May 16^^ 1806 Pcrsuant to the within war-

rant I have notified and warned the male inhabitants of

said Town, (juallified as theirin exprefsed to meet at the

time and place and for the purpose within mentioned.

Porter KimboU Constable.

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of

P'itchburg afseml)led on friday y^ 16*!' day of May 1806
for the purpose of chusing a representative.

The meeting was ojjpened by reading the warrant, the

Selectmen presided.

A motion was made, & Seconed, to see if the town
will send a representative the present 3'ear. The vote

called for, and pafsed in the affirmative.

Voted & chose Deacon Samuel Gibson to represent

them in General Court the year ensuing.

Peter Snow
John Thurston Jur
David Ms Intire 1 Selectmen.
Tho? Cowdin
Joseph Simonds
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[224] The Selectmen for the Town of Fitchburg

agrealjle to fi vote of the Town March 3^ 1806 have at-

tended to the besinefs of providing for the poor and make
a statement of the besinefs as follows viz.

Sanmel P'rench is let out Israel Turner EsqV he to
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uav the Town thirty three Cents pV weak for Freneh-

Sei-viee
' $«--33

Mary Wares to Joshua Farce he to have two cents

p": weak for Supporting her $0..02

Ephraim Smith to Benj? Fuller, he to have Seventy

five Cents p"; weak for Supporting him $0..75

this Statement I rec^ of the Selectmen.

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester fs. To either of the Constables for the

Town of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the

(Seal) Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and
^^^^^^ warn the free holders and other Inhabitants of said

^^^^^^ town quaUified by law to vote in town meetings to

^^^''^^^
meet and afsemble at the meeting house on Monday

(Seal)
^^^ eighth day of September next at two OClock

P. M. and when meet to act on the following articles, viz.

l«t To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting.

2 To see if the town will regulate the list of Jurymen

as exhibeted by the Selectmen or act any thing theiron

the town may think proper.

3 To see if the Town will give the Selectmen any fur-

ther directions respecting the carriage to carry the Dead

on, or act any thing theiron the Town may thmk proper.

'

4 To see if the Town will make A Settlement with

M-- Jonas Marshall Ju': respecting the line between said

Marshalls land, and the town land or act any thmg

theiron the town mav think proper.

5. To see if the Town will erect a Powder house or

act anv thing theiron the Town may think proper.

6. To see w^hat method the town will direct the Con-

stables to Notify the Inhabitants for the choice of Jury-

men, or act any thing theiron.

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

eighteenth day of August AD. 1806.

Peter Snow
John Thurston Ju
David Ms Intire.

Tho? Cowdin.
Joseph Simonds.

Selectmen
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Worcester, fs. Fitchburg Sep* S^h 1806
Persuant to the within warrant I notified the free-

holders and other Inhabitants of said Town qualhfied as

the Law directs to meet at the time & place and for the

purpose within mentioned

Porter Kimboll Constable for Fitchburg.

[235] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

town of Fitchburg afsembled on mondaj- y^ 8*** day of

September 1806.

Voted and Chose Israel Turner EsqV Moderator.
Voted that the Selectmen be a Committee to regulate

the Jur3' boxes according to Law in behalf of the Town
Voted that the Selectmen be impowered to procure a

two wheel carriage for the Use of the Town, to carry the

Dead to the grave.

Voted to chuse a committee to look into the cercum-

stances of the lines between M'' Jonas Marshall Ju^ and
the towns land in order to form their opinnions respecting

a Settlement with said Marshall

Voted that the Committee consist of five.

Voted that the Selectmen be the Committee for the

above purpose, and the^- to report to the Town at sum
future meeting.

Voted to add two to the above Committee, and the

Committee to settle with the said Marshall in the best

way and manner they can, and in that wa3' that thc}^

shall think will be for the Interest of the Town.
Voted & chose Abraham Willard & Joseph Fox to be

added to the above Committee
Voted that a Committee be chosen to look out a Suit-

able place for a Powder house, and Afsertain what in

their opinnion will be the best meterials for building the

house, and procure a plan of the house, and afsertain the

expence as near as they can, and make their report to the

town at sum future meeting.

Voted and chose Joseph Fox, Asa Perr3', and Israel

Turner Esq': a committee for the above purpose.

Voted that the Constable upon his receiving the
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Venires, for Grand & Petit Jurys, give notice to the Select-

men & the Town Clerk, of the time and place for the

drawing the Jurymen required by the Venires, And this

shall be the method to notify for the drawing of Jurymen
in future.

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

Israel Turner Moderator

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the

Town of Fitchl^urg in said County . . . . . Greeting

Y(ju are hereby required in the name of the

,' '
,, Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and

(Seal) . .

'

^
' warn the inhabitants of said Town of Fitchburg

duly quallified to vote for representatives in the

general Court of said commonwealth (Viz) the Male
inhabitants of said town being twenty one years of age

and resident in said town for the space of One year next

preceeding having a freehold estate within said town of

the Annual income of three pounds or an3^ estate to the

value of Sixty pounds, to assemble at the meeting house

in said town on Munday the third da}- of Novemlicr next,

being the the first munday in said month, at three GClock
in the afternoon to give in their Votes for a representa-

tive of the people of said commonwealth in the Congrefs

of the United States for the Worcester North district.

Given under our hands and seals at F'itchburg this

sixteenth day of Ocf: AD. 1806.

Peter Snow
)

John Thurston Junr \ Selectmen
Thomas Cowdin

J

Worcester, fs. Fitchburg Ocf 20'?^ 1806.

Pursuant to the within warrant I have notified the

freeholders and Inhabitants of said Town of Fitchburg

quallified to vote in the choice of representatives to assem-

ble at the time and place and for the purpose within men-
tioned Porter Kimball Constable.
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[*42(>] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

town of Fitchburg afsembled on munday the 3'"'^ da^^ of

November 1806 it being the first munday in said month
for the purpose of ehusing a representative for the North
Worcester district of the commonwealth of mafsachusetts,

to represent us in the Congrefs of the United States.

The towm being afsembled, the Votes called for and
brought in, counted and Sorted, and declaration made of

the persons voted for and was as follows. (Viz.)

For William Stedman EsqV Fifty.

General John Whiting Fifty five.

The Selectmen declared this meeting dissolved

John Thurston JunV
]

David Ms intire

Tho^ Cowdin
Joseph Simonds
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Selectmen

Division of school money for

The Committee chosen by the town
fion of the school money have attended

and is as follows, viz.

Diftrict N? 1. John Farwell Committee
2. Afa Perry 0°

3. Simeon Farwell D"

4. Daniel Harrifs D^
5. Daniel Farwell JuT D°

6. Seth Phillips D"
7. Geo. S. Putnam D"
8. vSelvester. P. Flint D"

9. William Bolton D^
10. Samuel Phelps D°
11. Daniel Andrews D°

Peter Snow p^ order of

1806.

to make a divi-

to the besinefs,

$133.. 59..

5

44.. 17..

6

48..58..4

54.. 90..

2

37.. 03. .5

38.. 69. .6

41..60..1

45..20..1

54.. 90..

2

62. .22. .2

35. .36..

6

$596..34..0

the Committee

[35i7] Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of

the town of Fitchburg Greeting
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,„ ,, You are hereby reriuired in the name of the
(Seal

)

'

,,^ ,' Commonwealth of Maffachusetts to notify and
(Seal)
/c , n ^^"i^ii the freeholders and other inhabitants of said

/c \\\ town quallified by law to vote in town meetings,

/c.'i! to meet and affemble at the meeting house on

monda}- the second day of March next at Nine of

the Clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following arti-

cles viz.

1 To chuse a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To chuse Town Clerk, town Treasurer, Selectmen,

and all other town officers as the law directs, and any
thing in regard to chusing, Collectors the town may think

proper.

3 To see what sum of money the town will raise to

repair their highways and bridges the A'car ensuing, or act

any thing theiron they may think proper.

4 To see what sum of money the town will raise to

defray the necefsar\^ expence of the town.

5 To see what sum of mone^' the town will raise for

the support of the schools the year ensuing or act any
thing in regard to laying out the money they think proper.

6 To see what method the town will take to support

their poor the ensuing year, or act an3' thing theiron.

7 To see if the town will accept of any roads laid

out by the Selectmen, or their order

8 To see if the town will chuse a committee to settle

with the town treasurer

9 To see if the town will allow the Swine to run at

large under the regulations of the law the present year.

10 To see if the town will give a bounty for killing

Crows the year enfuing or act any thing theiron.

11 To see if the town will relieve M^ Ephraim Kim-
ball in regard to the Bridge near the Farwells Shop, or

act any thing theiron respecting said Bridge they think

proper

12 To see what method the town will take to notify

their town meetings in future, or act any thing theiron.

13 To see if the town will purchase a small pice of

land in addition to their burying ground, or act any
thing theiron they think proper.
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14 To see if the town will chuse Saxtons to take

care of their burying yards, or act any thing theiron.

Given under our hands and seals this ninth da^^ of

February AD 1807 Peter Snow
John Thurston Ju*:

David Macintire Selectmen
Tho! Cowdin
Joseph Simonds.

Worcester, fs. February 2^^^ 1807

Pursuant to the within warrant I have summoned,
and notified the inhabitants of vSaid town quallified as

theirin exprefsed to affemble at the time and place and

for the purpofes within mentioned.

Daniel Farwell Ju^: Constable

[^28] At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the

town of F'itchburg assembled on monday the 2".^' day of

March 1807.

Voted and chose Mr Samuel Gibson Moderator.

Voted & Chose Joseph Fox swom Town Clerk

Town Clerk

Voted & chose Paul Wetherbee swom Treasurer

Treasurer

Voted to chuse five Selectmen the present year

Voted & chose Doc* Peter Snow, s^o™ John Thurston

Jun': s^'O" John Willard ^wom Thomas Cowdin s^^^™ & Jo-

seph Simonds, swom Selectmen Selectmen

Voted and Doc* Peter Snow, sworn John Thurston Ju^:

Sworn & ^o\m Willard ^wom Affefsors

Voted to adjorn this meeting for one hour.

The town meet according to adjornment, and the

meeting oppened.

Voted that the Collectorship be let out at Vendue to

the lowest bidder at the house of Timothy Garfields, at

five OClock this afternoon, and that the Selectmen be a

Committee for that purpose, and those who bid of the

Collectorship to bring two bondsmen to the acceptance of

the Town,
Voted and chose David Boutell, sworn Ephraim Davis

Sworn Asa Wood, Sworn Amos Parcc, Sworn Abraham Willard
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Sworn Benj-» Fuller, swom phinchas Wetherbee, swom Amos
Putnam JuV Jeremiah Kinsman ]\x\ swom Simeon Farwell,
Sworn Joseph Willard ^^^^^^ W"? Bolton, Amos Wheeler, Tim-

othy F. Downe, s^^o™ r^^(\ John. R. Kemp swom Surveyors

of highways Highway Surveyors

Voted that the highway Surve3'ors allow for men per

hour, and Ox work, Cart, plow, &c pV day, the same as

last year and the Surveyors to govern thimselves accord-

ingly.

Voted & chose Benj? Herrick, Cap* Thomas Thurston,

Abial Holt, swom Jonathan Thurston Elijah Macintire Ju^

Joseph Carter, swom isaiah Putnam, William Kimball Joel

Page, Abel Farwell ^worn Samuel Kimball, ^wom ^sa Perry
jyr Sworn Nathan Ordway, Reuben Smith JuV Amos Law-
rance JuV Josiah Wilder swom ^ Samuel Taylor to be

Hogreves the year ensuing Hogreves

[*/i29] Voted and chose Joseph Downe Jur and John.

R. Kemp s^om Cullers of hoops and Staves

Voted & chose Joseph Simonds s^om & Timothy Gar-

field ^""^™ Sealers of leather

Voted & chose Thomas Hilton & Jacob Gibson
Fire wards

Voted & chose Levi Farwell, *^^"™ & William Brown

JuV Sworn Field drivers

Voted & chose Cap^ Aaron Eaton swom Pound keeper

Voted & chose Capt Thomas Thurston & Ephraim

Kimball JuV Tythingmen

Voted & chose John Willard s^^"''" & Thomas Eaton

Jyr declined taking the oath. SurvCVOrS of LuUlbcr

Voted & chose Samuel Gibson JuV sworn William Brown

JuV Sworn & Jacob Uptou s^^o™ Fcncc viewers

Voted to raise Seven hundred dollars to repair the

highways & bridges the present year.

Voted to pafs over the 4^?^ article in the warrant untill

the adjornment

Voted to raise six hundred dollars to support the

schools the preset year.

Voted to laj^ out the school mone3^ the same as last

year.

Voted & chose John. R. Kemp, Amos Parce, Asaph
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Botitell, Ephraim Osborn, David Bawldiii, Tho! Cowdin,

Jonathan Boynton, Stephen Dole, Benj? Sheldon, Pelleme-

dus Perkins and Abial Holt .... Sehool Committee.

Voted that the school money be laid out the same as

last year.

Voted that the number of schollars be returned by

each school Committeeman belonging to his destrict to

the Selectmen, by the first monday of September, and not

to be rec"? b\^ the Selectmen after the first monday in

September.

Voted that each School Committeeman take the num-
ber of schollars in his destrict the last weak in August.

Voted that the Selectmen be impowered to see that

the Poor belonging to the town, be supported in the best

way that they shall think is for the Interest of the town.

Voted to chuse a Committee of three to settle with

the town treasurer.

Voted & chose Simeon Farwell, George Wood & John
Thurston Ju": a committee for the above purpose.

Voted not to have the Swine run at large under the

regulation of the law the present year.

Voted that the town treasurer be authorised to pay
to any person or persons, belonging to this town, who
shall take, and kill, any Crows wnthin, the limits of this

town, between this date and the next March meeting,

Twent}' cents for each Crow.
[ii30] Voted to relinquish two years Interest to

Ephraim Kimball on a note the town holds against him
for one hundred dollars for mone3' said Kimball borrowed
of the town to build his Bridge.

Voted to relinquish to Ephraim Kimball the one half

of the prinsaple of A hundred dollar note the town holds

against him which was loaned to said Kimball for the

purpose of building a Bridge over the river nigh Farwells

shop which Bridge is now carried awaj' by the freshet, in

consideration that the said Kimboll rebuilds the Bridge

and keeps it in good repair for the future.

*This vote, is voted, to be reconfidered at the adjorn-

ment and recorded.

•This is an annotation on the margin opposite the preceding paragraph.
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Voted that notifications for town meetings be notified

as usal, and be posted up at both meeting houses.

Voted that the Selectmen make enquiry, whether the

town can procure a peace of land adjoining to the New
burying ground, and make report at the adjornment of

this meeting.

Voted that the Selectmen be Authorised to appoint

such a number of Saxtons as they shall think proper to

take care of the burying Yards, Dig graves, &c
Voted to adjorn this meeting to the first monda^^ of

April next at One OClock in the afternoon.

The meeting was accordingly adjorned.

On Monday the 6^?^ day of April being the first Mon-
da3^ in said month. The town meet according to adjorn-

ment, and the meeting opened, and proceded to besinefs.

Viz.

Voted to accept the report of the Committee chosen

to Settle with the town Treasurer, which is as follows

Viz.

Fitchburg March 5*^ 1807 The Subscribers a Com-
mittee chosen by the town to settle with the town Treas-

urer made the following Settlement, Viz.

We find in the Treasurers hands a note against

Ephraim Kimball dated 30 Jany 1800 on In-

terest $100..00

Five years interest paid

Also two notes against Ezra Dana dated 30

Novr 1798 on Interest both notes amounting

to 22. .50

Also a note against Mr J John Goodridge dated

24*? DecT 1802 on Interest 5.. 18

Also a note against William Brown Jur dated
3'-d Deer 1804 on Interest of 5..80

We find in the hands of WilHam Brown Ju": Col-

lector for the year 1805 the sum of ... . 167..20

We also find in the hands of Porter Kimball Col-

lector for the year 1806 the sum of ... . 1016.. 91

We also find in the hands of the Treasurer which

he is accountable to the town for in cash . 86.. 58
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We have setled with the treasurer and allowed him

twelve dollars for his Services as Treasurer in full to the

above date

We find due to the pew holders in the old meet-

ing house the sum of 67. .83

Simeon Farwell ]

George Wood. | Committee
John Thurston Ju"; )

Paul Wetherbee Treasurer.

['^31] Voted to raise Four hundred dollars to defra3^

the Neeefsarv^ expences the present year.

Voted to accept the report of the Selectmen as a Com-
mittee respecting leting out the Poor which report is as

follows viz.

Fitchburg March 4-ti^ 1807. The Subscribers a Com-
mittee chosen by the town to let out the Poor and to

appoint Saxtons in the middle & West parts of the Towm,
have attended' to the besinefs, and have agreed with Israel

Turner EsqT to take Samuel French he to pay thirty five

cents p*: weak for French's Services

We have agreed with Cap^ James Cowdin to take

Mary Wares and to give him thirty three Cents p!; weak
for keeping her

We have agreed with Mr Levi Farwell to take Eph'."

Smith, and to give him Sixty seven Cents pT weak for

keeping him. Peter Snow
John Thurston Ju'.

John Willard ^ Committee
Thomas Cowdin
Joseph Simonds

The Selectmen report that they have appointed Levi

Davis a Saxton in the middle of the town.

And Solomon Carlton a Saxton in the west part of

the town
Fitchburg March 4*^^ 1807.

Peter Snow
John Thurston Jun'.

John Willard Selectmen
Tho*? Cowdin
Joseph Simonds
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Voted to reconsider the Vote pafsed the 2".'^ day of

March last respecting giving Ephraim Kimboll Fift}^ dol-

lars out of the note he owes the town of One hundred

dollars

Voted to accept the report of the Committee respect-

ing leting out the Collectorship which is as follows Viz.

March 2".*^ Five oClock in the afternoon, The Commit-
tee chosen to let out the Collectorship attended to the

besinefs afsigned them at the house of Timothy Garfield's

and was bid of to the following persons Viz.

The South side of the town set up to the lowest bid-

der upon the hundred dollars, and whoever bids it of to

bring two bondsmen to the acceptance of the town. And
was bid of to Asa Perry at $1..25

The North side of the town set up to the lowest bid-

der upon the hundred dollars, and whoever bids it of to

bring two bondsmen to the acceptance of the town, And
was bid of to Abijah Goodridge at $1..15

Peter Snow pT order of the Committee

Voted to adjorn this meeting to Five (3Clock this

afternoon to MV Timothy Garfields Hall. The meeting

was accordingly Adjorned.

The town meet according to adjornment. And Chose
Doc^ Peter Snow Moderator Pro tem

Voted & chose Porter Kimball swom ^^ \^^ collector for

the South & North sides of the town upon the same prin-

saples. And for the same sums as bid of to Asa Perry &
Abijah Goodridge for collecting the whole of the taxes the

present ^-ear. Viz. upon the South side at [332] at $1..25

upon the hundred dollars. And upon the North side at

$1..15 upon the hundred dollars Collector

Voted to accept of Asa Perry & Ephraim Kimball JuT
Bondsmen for Porter Kimball as Collector for the whole
of the taxes on both sides of the town.

Voted to chuse two Constables for the present year.

Voted and chose Porter Kimball sworn Constable

Constable
Voted and chose Ephraim Kimball JuV S"'"rn Constable

Constable
Voted to pafs over the thirteenth article in the Warrant.
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Voted to difsolve this meeting and the meeting was
by the Moderator declared difsolved

Peter Snow Moderator pro tem
Joseph Fox Town Clerk

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the town
of Fitchbiirg Greeting

j^ ,, You are hereby required in the name of the

^^^ .^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

)q i( warn the Male inhabitants of said town of Fitch-

^„ J. burg of twenty one years of age and upwards

,c^ ,{ having a freehold estate within the Common-
(Seal)

wealth of the Annual income of ten dollars or any
estate to the value of two hundred dollars, to meet and
Afsemble at the meeting house on Monday the sixth day
of April next at three of the clock in the afternoon, to

give in their votes for a Governor, Lieut Governor, and
Senators and Counfellors agreeable to the Constitution of

this said Commonwealth.
Given under our hands, and Seals at said Fitchburg

this fouth day of March AD. 1807.

Peter Snow
John Thurston ]\x\

John Willard Selectmen
Thol Cowdin
Joseph Simonds

Worcester, fs. Fitchburg March 16^!' 1807
Persuant to the within Warrant I have notifietl the

inhabitants of said town c[uallified by Law to vote in

said meeting to meet at time and place and for the pur-

poses within mentioned. Porter Kimball Constable

[333] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

town of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Mafsachusetts, quallified by the Constitu-

tion to vote for Governor, And Lieu* Governor, holden on
the 6*?^ day of April, being the first Monday of said month,
in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and
Seven, for the purpose of giving in their Votes for Gover-

nor, and Lieut Governor of said Commonwealth. Votes

I
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for the following persons were given in, Sorted, eounted

and recored, and declaration thereof made as by the Con-

stitution is directed Viz.

-, ,^ \ His ExcclancY Caleb Strong Esqr . . 95
^^^^'

^'^'''^'''"*''' I The Hon James Sullivan Esq-: . . .113

]
His Honour Edward. H. Robins Esfjr 87

For Lieu^ Governor
J
Hon — Levi Lincoln Esq-" . . . .111

j His Excelaney Caleb Strong Esq-" . 1

Attest. Peter Snow
John Thurston Ju
John Willard Selectmen
Tho': Cowdin
Joseph Simonds

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Commonwealth
of Mafsachusetts quallified by the Constitution to vote

for Senators and Counfellors, holden on the 6*^ day of

April being the first Monday of said month, in the year

of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and Seven for

the purpose of giving in their Votes for Senators and

Counsellors for the Destrict of the County of Worcester

Votes for the following persons w^ere given in, Sorted,

counted, and recorded and declaration thereof made, as

by the Constitution is directed to Wit.

For The Hon Salem Towai Esq-- 87

The Hon Elijah Brigham Esq-: 87

The Hon Thomas Hale Esq': 87

Jonas Kendall Esq-: 87

For Pliny Merrick EsqV 114

Edward Bangs EsqY 114

Samuel Jones EsqV 114

Mofes White Esqr 113

John Whiting 1

Attest. Peter Snow^
John Thurston Jur
John Willard ^Selectmen
Tho^ Cowdin
Joseph Simonds

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.
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[234] Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of

the town of Fitchburg Greeting

^^
, You are hereby required in the name of the

^„ ^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify & warn

^
^ the freeholders and other inhabitants of said

to\A'n quallified by law to vote in town meetings,

to meet and Assemble at the meeting house on monday
the fourth day of may next at two of the clock in the

afternoon to act on the following Articles Viz.

l!^ To chuse a Moderator to govern said meeting.

2^ To see what method the town will take to repair

the bridge near MT Jo? Richardson, or act any thing re-

specting said bridge they may think proper.

2fi^ To see if the Town will discontinue a bridle road

laid out from where Mv Tim? Batchelor liv,'' thro' Mf
Amos Lawrance? land to the town road, and accept of a

road laid out from M^ Phinehas Wetherbee's to the town
road hy Mr Law^rence's, by the Selectmen or their order,

or act any thing theiron.

4 To see if the town will do any thing toward open-

ing the road lately laid out from Mv Saml^ Philips', to the

meeting house or act any thing respecting said road they

maj^ think proper.

5t'* To see if the town will accept of an^^ roads laid

out by the Subscriber and repair any bridges they think

necefsary or act any thing theiron.

Given under our hands and Seals at said Fitchburg

this thirteenth day of April AD 1807.

Peter Snow
John Thurston Ju^ ^^Selectmen

John Willard

Worcester, fs. Fitchburg April 20*1^ 1807.

Pursuant to the within warrant I have notified as

within directed Porter Kimball Constable

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the Towm of

Fitchburg assembled on munday the 4^^^ day of May 1807.

Voted and chose W'." Cuningham Moderator.
Voted to refer the 2?*^ article in the warrant to the

descrestion of the Selectmen.

w\ i^



370 The Old Records of the

[335] Voted that a bridle road laid out to com-
mode Timothy Batchelor through Amos Lawrances land,

be discontinued.

Voted to accept of a bridle rode laid out by a com-
mittee to commode Phinehas Wetherbee be accepted if the

land is given the difscription of the road is as follows Viz.

The Subscribers by order of the Selectmen have laid

out for the use of Mr Phinehas Wetherbee a bridle way
which is as follows Viz.

begining at said Wetherbee, s house, from thence runing

Southwesterly on a Streight line on said Wetherbee,s land

till it comes to Mr Amos Lawrence,s land by an Oak
Stump on the westward side of said road, thence on the

Same line till it comes to a Chesnut Stump thence bearing

a little more towards the west so as to come out in frount

of said Lawrance,s house as near said house as can be

convenient, to the town road.

Fitchburg April 23":^ 1807
John Thurston Jun^ )

Phinehas Wetherbee l^Committee
Amos Lawrance Jur j

Voted to chuse a Committee to converce with Cap*
W'." Brown & the Rev W™ Bascom respecting making an
alteration in the road laid out from M*" Saml^ Phelp! to

the meeting house, and the Committee to make their re-

port at the next town meeting.

Voted that the Committee consist of three

Voted & chose M"" David Boutell, Israel Turner EsqV

& Cap^ Edward Durant a committee for the above pur-

pose.

Voted to difsolve this meeting.

W?' Cuningham Moderator
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

Worcester, fs. To either of the Constables of the town
of Fitchburg Greeting

„ , You are hereb^^ required in the name of the

^^^,^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts, to notify and

^^ ^ warn the male inhabitants of said Town, being

twenty one years of age & resident in said town
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for the space of One year next preceeding, having a free-

hold estate within said town, of the annual income of ten

dollars, or any estate to the value of two hundred dol-

lars [336] dollars, to meet at the meeting house on mon-
day the fourth day of May next at four of the Clock in

the afternoon, for the purpose of chusing a representative

to represent them at the General Court, appointed to be

convened, and held at Boston on the last Wednesday of

May.
Given under our hands and Seals at said Fitchburg

this thirteenth day of April AD. 1807.

Peter Snow
]

John Thurston Ju^ /-Selectmen

John Willard J

Worcester fs. Fitchburg April 20*^ 1807.

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified as

within mentioned. ^ . . t^- i n t ^bphraim Kimball Ju^

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg Assembled on Monday the A^^}^ day of May 1807.

The meeting w^as oppened by reading the warrant,

and the Selectmen precided.

A motion was made and seconded to see if the town
will Chuse a representative the present year to represent

the town in General Court.

The vote was called for by the Selectmen, and it pafsed

in the aflfermative.

Voted & chose MY Samuel Gibson to represent the

town in General Court the year ensuing

Peter Snow
John Thurston JuY
Tho^ Cowdin J-Selectmen

John Willard
Joseph Simonds
Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[337] Worcester, fs To either of the Constables of

the town of Fitchburg Greeting
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^ . You are hereby required in the name of the

^„ ^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

^
''

^ warn the freeholders and other inhabitants of said

^^^ ^ town quallified by law to vote in town meetings

to meet and assemble at the town meeting house

in said town on Wednesday the thirteenth day of May
next at four OClock P. M. to act on the following articles

viz.

\st fo chuse a moderator to govern said meeting.

21^ To see if the town will petition to the General

Court at their next Sefsion to grant to its inhabitants

the previledge to shift from one of the Parishes to the

other, or Join either of them if they chuse, by giving in

their names to the Clerks of the parishes of said town
annually on a certain day the Court shall see fit to ap-

point, or act an^' thing theiron the town may think

proper.

Given under our hands and seals at Fitchburg this

twenty seventh day of April AD 1807.

John Thurston JuT )

John Willard
I Ceiectmen

Peter Snow [

Selectmen

Tho? Cowdin )

Worcester, fs. Fitchburg April 29!'^ 1807.

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified the

freeholders and other inhabitants of said town quallified

by law to vote in town meetings to meet at the time and

place, and for the purpose within mentioned.

Porter Kimball Constable.

Fitchburg May IS^h 1807 At a legal meeting of the

inhabitants assembled on the IS*?' of May. the town
Clerk being absent the meeting was oppened by one of the

Selectmen.

A motion being made voted and chose Peter Snow
town Clerk pro temprore.

Voted and chose Deacon John Thurston JuT Modera-

tor.

The motion was made and seconded to pafs over the

second article, which pafs'd in the Negative.
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The motion was then made to see if the town will

petition the General Court agreablj to the article in the

warrant, which pafs'd in the affermative by a majority of

Eleven.

Voted to chuse a Committee to draft a petition the

General Court to \?iy before the town for their acceptance.

Voted the Committee consist of three Viz Deacon
Ehnr Thurston, Benj!' Herrick & M": Reuben Smith, and
they to report at the adjornment.

Voted to adjorn the meeting for fifteen minutes, and
then to meet again at this place.

The town meet again agreable to adjornment.

Voted to accept the petition, presented h\ the Com-
mittee, which petition is as follows. Viz

To

['^38] To the Honorable the Senate and House of

Representatives of the Commonwealth of Maffachusetts.

The petition of the inhabitants of the town of Fitch-

burg in the Countj' of Worcester, in legal town meeting
assembled, Humbly Sheweth,

That there are two religious Societies in the town,
both denominated Congregational, yet differing so widely
in religious sentiments, that those who compose one of

the Societies petitioned for, and obtained of the Honora-
ble Court an Act of incorporation June 1805. The plea

of the petitioners was, "There being no religious Society

in the town with which to petitioners could Join without
doing violence to their own Confciences, and the Consti-

tution and laws of the Commonwealth giving liberty- of

Consience to all Men." The Honorable Court in the Act
of incorporation in consequence, it is thought of a vote

of the town consenting to the petitioners being heard,

and their petition Granted under certain restrictions gave
but six months for persons to determine to which of the

Societies they would belong, after that period closed there

could none regularly pafs from One to the other Society

Short of petitioning to the Honable Court to be removed
by a Special Act, believing that petitions from individuals

will be forwarded to the Honorable Court to be removed
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in this way, from one to the other Society ; and that too

in repeated instances, Men being chanable Cretures ; believ-

ing it perfectly consistant with the Constitution and laws

of the Commonwealth, and pecularlj- congenial with

republican Government ; believing it will tend to promote
practical virtue religion and morality, and remove Occa-

tion for discontent. It is therefore the praj'er of your

petitioners that the Honorable Court will grant to the

inhabitants of the town of Fitchburg liberty to pafs over

from either of the religious Societies to the other Annu-

ally, the person so doing making known in writing to the

Clerk of the Society to which they before belonged there

intention to leive the Society ; and to the Clerk of the So-

ciety to which they wish to belong there desire to be

inroled as belonging to said Societj^, And as in duty

bound Shall pray.

Fitchburg May lOT 1807 Eb« Thurston

J
^.^^^^^j^^^^

Voted to chuse an Agent or Agents to forward the

petition to the General Court.

Voted that Deacon Samuel Gibson be an agent for the

above purpose

Voted to send another agent to afsist Deacon Samuel
Gibson for the above purpose.

Voted and chose Deacon John Thurston JuV for the

Afsistant Agent.

Voted to defolve this meeting

John Thurston Ju^ Moderator
Peter Snow Clerk pro. temprore

Joseph Fox Town Clerk.

[339] Agreeable to a vote of the town the sub-

scribers have attended to the loesinefs of dividing the

school money which is as follows Viz.

Destrict N? 1. John. R. Kemp $130..32
2. Amos Parce 47..22

3. Afaph Boutell 47..22
4-. Ephraim Osborn 51..94
5. David Bawldin 36..54
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6. Thomas Cowdin 41. .11

7. Jonathan Boynton .... 42. .90

8. Steph Dole 42. .66

9. Benj'? Shelden 52..88
10. Pell^ Perkins 67..05

11. Abial Holt 40. .16

$600. .00
Fitchburg NovV 22,1^ 1807.

Peter Snow
]

John Thurston Ju': I ^ i ^
Tho^ Cowdin

i

Selectmen

Joseph Simonds J

Worcester fs To either of the Con.stables of the town
of Fitchburg Greeting

,„ ,. You are hereby required in the name of the

.j^ .. Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify & warn
^„ .^ the freeholders and other inhabitants of said town
,^ .. qualified by law to Vote in town meetings, to meet,

^(^ ^ and afsemble at the meeting house on Monday the

seventh day of March next, at nine of the clock in

the forenoon to act on the following articles Viz.

1 To Chuse a Moderator to Govern said meeting

2 To chuse a Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Select-

men, and all other town officers as the law directs, and
act any thing in regard to chufing Collectors the town
may think proper

3 To see what sum of money the town will raise to

repair their Highways & bridges the j-ear ensuing.

4 T see what sum of money the town will raise to

defray the necefsar\' expences of the town.
5 To see what sum of money the town will raise for

the support of schools the year ensuing, and any thing in

regard to laying out the money they may think proper.

6 To see what method the town will take to support
their poor the year ensuing, or act any thing thereon

7 To fee if the Town will chuse a Committee to settle

w^ith the town Treasurer

8 To see if the town will allow the swine to run at

large under the regulations of the law, the present year
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[340] 9 To fee if the town will give a bounty for

killing Crows the year ensuing, or act any thing thereon.

10 To fee if the town will give up to M'' Ephraim
Kimball the obligation the town holds against him for

money to build the bridge near Mr Farwells shop, pro-

vided he will give a bridle road through his land where it

was laid out by the Selectmen last year, or act Q.T\y thing

thereon respecting said bridge, and bridle road,

11 To see if the town will chuse overfeer of the poor

seperate from the selectmen.

12 To fee if the Town will build a house in some
convenient place to secure the Hearse from the weather,

or act any thing thereon

13 To fee if the Town will build a Powder house or

act any thing thereon

14 To fee if the Town will chuse a Committee to

confer with a Committee from the Town of Lunenburg
respecting Paupers, Public lands, and Taxation, or any
other disputes between the town of Lunenburg & Fitch-

burg, with full power, and authority to Settle the same,

or act any thing thereon.

15 To fee if the town will chuse Saxons to take care

of the burying yards or act any thing thereon

16 To fee if the Town will chuse a Committee to

examine the schools, or act any thing thereon

Given under our hands & Seals this fifteenth day of

February AD 1808 Peter Snow
John Thurston
John Willard V Selectmen
Tho^ Cowdin
Joseph Simonds

Worcester fs Fitchburg February 22. 1808 Purfuant
to the within warr^mt I have notified as within directed

Porter Kimball Constable

[341] At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg afsembled on Monday the Seventh

day of March AD 1808
Voted & chose M'' W™ Cunningham moderator
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Voted & chose Oliver Fox swom .... Town Clerk

Voted & chose Joseph Simonds sworn
_ Town Treasurer

Voted to chuse five Selectmen for the present year

Voted & chose Deacon John Thurston, swo™ John Wil-

lard Sworn Simeon Farwell, s^^o''" Elijah M'^intire ^wom &
John Farwell swom Selectmen for the present year

Selectmen

Voted that the three first Selectmen be the afsefsors

for the present year

Voted that the Selectmen be the overfeers of the poor
the present year

Voted & Chose John Farwell swom phiHip F. Cowdin,
Sworn James Cowdin s^o''*^ Ephraim Kendall, s^^™ Jonathan
Boynton swom Amos Lawrence swom josiah Brown, s^om

Pelamedus Perkins, swom Israel Turner Esqr swom £ina-

than Policy, ^worn Miah Shattuck, swom Nathan Ordway
Sworn Jeremiah Kinsman, Abraham M. Farwell Abijah

Hartwell, Thomas Carter, sworu Asaph Boutell ^wom Sur-

veyors of Highways Highway Surveyors
Voted that the Highway surveyors allow for men per

hour Cart, plow, &c per day, the same as last year, &
the price of Oxen to be left to the discrefsion of the High-
way Surveyors.

Voted & chose Benj? Kemp swom Samuel Putnam Na-
than ordway Joseph Gibson, Abijah Hartwell & William
Downe Hogreaves Hogreves

Voted & chose John R Kemp swom ^ Joseph Downe
Jr Cullers of hoops & Staves

Voted & chose Tim? Garfield swom ^ Joseph Simonds
«^°"^ Sealers of Leather

Voted & Chose Tho? Hilton & Jacob Gibson

Firewards
Voted & Chose Ephraim Kendall, swom & Aaron Ea-

ton Sworn
pi^l^l Drivers

Voted & Chose Cap* Joseph Farwell swom

Pound keeper

Voted & Chose Thomas Thurston & Benj? Herrick

Tythingmen
Voted & Chose Jacob Stickney swom & Daniel Harrifs

Surveyors of Lumber
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Voted & Chose Joshua Phillips s^om Jonas Marshall

Jr swoni & Moses Hale Fence Viewers

Voted & Chose Joseph Fox Esq^ Cap^ James Cowdin
Jon?^ Lowe, Abraham M. Farwell, Joseph Downe Jur Verin

Daniels, Joshua Stickne3', Josiah Brown — Benj^ Herrick,

Elias Mefsenger and Amos Lawrence Jr school Committee-
men School Committee

[342] Voted to Chose a Committee to examine the

schools the present 3'ear

Voted that the committee consist of Eleven.

Voted & chose the Rev'd Titus T, Barton the Revd
M*" Bascom W™ Cunningham, Joseph Fox, Joseph Richard-

son Doc* Snow Deacon John Thurston. John Muzzy Rob-

ert Allen, David Boutell & Abraham Willard

Voted that the Committee be requested to attend the

schools when they begin & at the time of closing the

schools and it shall be the duty of the school Committee-

men of each destrict to inform the examining committee

when the schools shall begin

Voted that the school Committeemen shall the last

week in August make out an exact return of the number
of scholars in his destrict & present the same to the select-

men by the first monday of Sep^ that an accurate appro-

portionment of the money may be made, that the town
clerk be directed to furnish the school Committee with

this vote

Voted that a committee be chosen to let out the col-

lectorship for the present j-ear & the person who bids off

the Collectorship bring bondsmen to the exceptence of the

town.

Voted that the Selectmen be a committee for the above

purpose

Voted that the collectorship be let out at five oclock

this afternoon at the house of Timothy Garfield agreeable

to the above vote.

$700 Voted to raise Seven hundred Dollars to repair

the highways & bridges the present j^ear

Voted to pafs over the fourth article in Warrant un-

till the adjournment

$600 Voted to raise Six hundred Dollars for the sup-

port of schools the present year
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$40 Voted that fort3' Dollars be added to be raised

for the support of schools the present year, & that the

Selectmen be directed to distribute the forty Dollars

amongst those school destricts that the Selectmen shall

think most needs it.

Voted that the Six hundred Dollars voted to support
the schools the present year be distributed by the Select-

men amongst the school destricts according to the num-
ber of Sell oilars

Voted to Chuse a Committee to settle with the town
Treasurer

Voted that the committee consist of three

Voted & chose Doc* Snow Joseph Fox Esq": & John
Thurston

Voted to pafs over the 8t^ article in the warrant un-

till the adjournment.

Voted that the Town Treasurer be authorised to pay
to any person or persons belonging to this town, who
shall take and [343] and kill any Crows within the

limits of this town between this date & next March meet-

ing. Twenty cents for each Crow.
Voted that a Committee of conference be chofen to

confer wnth M*" Ephraim Kimball respecting the 10*^ arti-

cle in the warrant and the committee to report to the

Town at the adjournment
Voted that the committee consist of five.

Voted & chose Joseph Fox, Doct Jonas Marshall Cap*
Edwrd Durant, Deacon John Thurston & Doct Peter Snow

Voted to build a house to secure the Hears
Voted to chuse a Committee for the above purpose
Voted that the committee consist of three

Voted & chose John Willard Cap* Edward Durant &
Jo? Fox Esq^

Voted to chuse a Committee to confer with a Com-
mittee from the town of Lunenburg (if the town of Lu-
nenburg should chuse such a Committee,) respecting

Paupers, Public lands & Taxation or an^^ other disputes

between the Towns of Lunenburg & Fitchburg with full

power and authority to settle the same.

Voted that the committee consist of Three
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Voted & chose Asa Perry, Doc* Peter Snow & Paul

Wetherbee for the above purpose

Voted that the town build a powder house

Voted to chuse a Committee to see that the house is

built

Voted that the committee consist of three

Voted & chose Jonas Marshall J, David Boutell, & Oli-

ver Fox a committee for the above purpose

Voted that the Selectmen be authorised to appoint

Saxons for the burying yards.

Voted that this meeting be adjourned to the first mon-

day of April next at two oclock in the after noon then to

meet at this place.

On Monday the ^"^^ day of April being the first Mon-
day in said month. The town met according to adjourn-

ment, and the meeting oppened & proceded to businefs

(Viz)

Voted to accept the report of the committee to settle

with the town treasurer which is as follows

Fitchburg March 14 1804
The Subscribers a Committee chosen by the Town to

settle with the town Treasurer, have attended to the busi-

nefs and make the following report. (Viz)

We find in the treasurers hands a note against

Mr Ephraim Kimball Dated 30 Jan^ 1800 on

Interest $100..00

one years Interest due on y'^ 30 January 1808 . . .

[^44] Also two notes against Exra Dana Dated

30 NovT 1798 on Interest both notes amount-

ing to $22. .50

Also one note against Majr John Goodridge

Dated 24 December 1802 on Interest . . . 5..18

We also find in Porter Kimballs hands Collector

for the year 1806 446..87

We also find in Porter Kimballs hands Collector

for the year 1807 1068. .73

We also find in the hand of the Treasurer which

is paid over to his Succefsor 23.. 51

We find due to the Pew holders in the old meet-

ing house 67. .83
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We have settled with the Treasurer and allowed him
twelve Dollars for his services as Treasurer in full to this

day Joseph Fox ]

Peter Snow
J
Committee

John ThurstonJ
Paul Wetherbee — Town Treasurer

Voted to raise four hundred Dollars to defray the nec-

efsary expence of town present year

Voted to pafs over the S*^?' article in the warrant
Voted not to except the report of the committee cho-

sen to confer with D? Ephraim Kimball respecting the

10*? article in the warrant which is as follows

The committee chosen by the town to confer with
Deacon Ephraim Kimball respecting the lO*?' article in the

warrant beg lave to report (viz)

That your committee recommend to the Town to

relinquish to D? Ephraim Kimball the obligation the town
holds against him, provided he will give an obligation to

the Town, to let the people pafs and repafs through his

land where the road was lately laid out by the Selectmen,

att all times, and six months in the year without any
Gates or bars, and likewise bind himfelf & heirs to deliver

into the hands of the town the Bridge whenever they see

fit to receive it, free from any expence to the town

Fitchburg April 1. 1808 J^^'P^ ^°^ P"" °^^^'

The subscribers being appointed by the Town to pro-

vide for the poor have put them out as follows (Viz)

Put out Samuel French to Israel Turner Esq*" he to

give to the Town for his labour forty cents per week
Also Ephraim Smith put out to Levi Farwell he to

receive for his board Sixty cents per week
Also Rebeckah Smith was fet up at Vendue to be bid

off by the lowest bidder, he to take her at his own risque,

if she runs away he is to look her up, and keep her till

March 1809 and bid off to Amos Pierce at fifty seven

cents per week John Thurston
John Willard Over seers of the poor
Simeon Farwell > of the town of
Elijah M'^intire Fitchburg

March 7. 1808 John Farwell J
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['^45] Fitchburg March 7. 1808
The committee chosen by the town this day to let

out the Collectorfhip, met at time & place voted by the

town and proceded to let out the CoUectorship upon
South side of the town the person who shall bid it off to

bring two bondsmen to the acceptance of the Town.
Set up upon the hundred Dollars & bid of to Abijah

Goodridge Cm $2.80

then proceded to let out the north side of the town
& bid off to Abijah Goodridge ... at ... $1.39

John Thurston
John Willard
Simeon Farwell ^ Committee
Elijah M'^intire

John Farwell

Voted to except the report of the Committee chosen

by the town to let out the CoUectorship

Voted & chose Abijah Goodridge sworn collector for the

town the present year Collector

Voted & chose Asa Perry & Amos Pierce bondsmen
Voted to choose two Constables the present year

Voted & chose Abijah Goodridge sworn constable

constable

Voted & chose Oliver Fox swom constable . Constable

Voted to Difsolve this meeting & it is accordingly Dif-

solved W" Cunningham Moderator
Oliver Fox Town Clerk

Fitchburg April 4. 1808
At a Public vendue of one of the porpers Mary Wares

by name of said town, was struck off to Levi Farwell at

twenty six cents per week all Necefsary charges excluded

(Viz) Sicknefs & cloathing Simeon Farwell per order

Worcester fs. To either of the constables of the town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

.^^ . You are hereby required in the name of the

^^ ,^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts, to notify and

^^ .^ warn the male inhabitants of the town of Fitch-

^ ^ burg of twenty one years of age and upwards

^
^ having a freehold estate within the Commonwealth

of the annual income of three pounds, or any
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estate to the value of Sixt}^ pounds, to meet at the meet-

ing house on Monday the fourth day of April next at

four of the clock ['^46] clock P. M. to give in their votes

for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Senators and Counsel-

lors agreeable to the Constitution of said Commonwealth
Given under our hands & Seals at Fitchburg this sev-

enteenth day of March AD 1808
John Thurston

|

John Willard Selectmen
Simeon FarwellV of
Elijah Ms intire Fitchburg
John Farwell J

Worcester fs

Pursuant to the within warrant I have notified each

of the freeholders & other inhabitants as are qualified to

vote for Governor, Lieut Governor, Senators, & Counfel-

lors, to meet at time and place as within directed

Ephraim Kimball J Constable

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg in the county of Worcester and Commonwealth
of Mafsachufetts, qualified by the constitution to vote for

Governor, Lieut Governor, holden on the fourth day of

April being the first monday of said Month in the year of

our Lord Eighteen hundred & Eight for the purpose of

giving in their votes for Governor and Lieut Governor of

said Commonwealth Votes for the following persons

were given in, Sorted, counted & recorded and declaration

thereof made as by the constitution is directed, (Viz)

105
94
3

95
90
1

I
His Excelancy James Sullivan Esq*"

For Governor >The Honor Christopher Gove Esq'

j Hon Levi Lincoln

His Honor Levi Lincoln Esq*" .

For Lieut Governor \ Hon David Cobb Esq"" . .

Hon Christopher Gove Esq
John Thurston
John Willard
Simeon Farwell \ Selectmen
Elijah M^intire
John Farwell

Oliver Fox Town Clerk
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[247] At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the

town of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Mafsachufetts, qualified by the Constitu-

tion to vote for Senators and Counsellors, holden on the

fourth day of April in the year of our Lord one Thousand

Eight hundred and Eight for the purpose of giving in

their votes for Senators and Counsellors for the Destrict

of the County of Worcester.

Votes for the following persons were given in Sorted,

Counted, and recorded and declaration thereof made as

by the Constitution is directed — to wit

For The Hon. Salem Town Escf 88

Hon Elijah Brigham Esq^ 88

Hon Thos Hale Esq^ 88

Jonas Kendall Esq"" 88

F'or Pliu}^ Merrick Esq*" 95

Edward Bangs Esq'' 95

Sam^ Jones Esq'' 95

Moses White Esq"- 95

John Thurston
John Willard
Simeon Farwell \ Selectmen
Elijah M^ intire

John Farwell

Oliver Fox Town Clerk

Worcester fs To Either of the Constables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said County Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the

^ ^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

^„ ^ warn the freeholders and other inhabitants of said

\^^X Town qualified by Law to Vote in towm Meetings

\^^X to meet and afserable at the meeting house on
^ ) Monday the 9^^?^ day of May next at two oclock

P. Al to act on the following articles (viz)

1 To chose a Moderator to govern said Meeting

2 To hear the report of a Committee chosen to con-

fer with the Rev"? Mr Bascom & Cap* W"^ Brown respect-

ing a road that w^as latel}^ laid out through said Browns
land and act any thing thereon the tow^n may think

proper
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3 To see if the town will fix upon a time when the

road that was lately laid out through Capt Browns land

and others from the meeting house to the road that leads

by Samuel Phelps, shall be opned or act any thing there-

on the town may think proper.

[248] 4^^?^ To see if the town will accept of any
roads that is laid out by the Selectmen or their order, or

discontinue any roads that may become necefsary in con-

sequence of new ones being laid out and excepted, or act

an3^ thing there on the town may think proper.

Given under our hands and seals at Fitchburg this

twenty second day of April AD 1808
John Thurston
John Willard

I e^iectmen
Simeon Farwell

Selectmen

Elijah M^intireJ

Worcester fs. Fitchburg May 9*^ 1808
Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and

warned the freeholders and other inhabitants of said town
qualified by Law to vote in town meeting to meet at the

time & place & for the purpose within directed

Oliver Fox, Constable

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the Town of

Fitchburg afserabled on Monday O*'^ day of May 1808
Voted & chose Joseph Fox Moderator
Voted not to accept the report of the committee cho-

sen by the town to converse with the Rev"? MV Bascom &
Cap^ W™ Brown which is as follows (viz) Your commit-
tee chose by the town for the purpose of conversing with

The Rev"? M": Bascom & Cap^ W^" Brown for the best

terms they would dispose of Land for a Road leading

from Samuel Phelps to the Meeting-house, have attended

the businefs and report that the land on the line between

Capt William Brown & the Rev^ W™ Bascom for the road

agreeable to the terms, will cost seventy seven Dollars &
fifty cents. David Boutell ]

Israel Turner > Committee
Edward DurantJ

Fitchburg May 9^? 1808.
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Motioned & seconed to see if the town will open the

road lately laid out by the Selectmen leading from Sam'
Phelpses to the Meeting house on the 20 Sep* next being

put pafs in the negative.

Voted to have the above road opened on the last of

Oct^ next.

Voted to accept the report of the Selectmen, respect-

ing a road a road they laid out on the following Condi-

tions (viz) That the inhabitants [349] that live on the

road give the land and make the road passable which
report is as follows viz

The following is a description of a two rod road laid

out b^^ the subscribers (viz) Beginning at the north side

of the road that leads by Samuel Phelps & Jacob Jaquith
to a heap of stones opolite the road that was lately laid

out from the meeting house to said Phelps and runs north
1^ east partly on land of said Phelps & partly on land

of said Jaquiths forty one rods to a heap of stones on
the road that leads from said Phelps to Samuel Cas-

wells, thence following said road till it comes to Jere-

miah Kinsman Jun^ thence leaving said road at a large

stone in the fence on the east side of said road opposite

said Kinsmans barn and runs east 16^^ north forty

three rods on said Kinsmans land to a large rock with

a heap of stones on the top of it, just on the edge of

Daniel Holts land East 19^ north to a heap of stones

near said Holts house, thence north 28"? east Eighteen

rods to a heap of stones, thence north IT'^ east Eighteen

& V2 rods to a heap of stones at the foot of the ledge,

thence north 24^^ East thirty one rods & 1/2, to a heap of

stones on the line between said Holts land and Amos
Laurences land thence on said Laurences land North ll"?

east thirty six rods to a heap of stones on the west side

of the road that leads by said Laurences house. All the

above mentioned bounds are on the Eastwardh^ side of

said road, it is expected the above described road will be

all given free from any expence to the town except a little

corner of Jacob Jaquiths land for which we have estimated

five Dollars damage John Thurston)

Fitchburg May 7: 1808. John Willard JSelectmen^
Elijah M'^intireJ
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Voted to Difsolve this meeting & it was accordingly

Difsolved Joseph Fox Moderator
Oliver Fox Town Clerk

Worcester fs To Either of the Constable of the town
of Fitchburg in said Count\^ Greeting

,„ ,. You are hereby required in the name of the

,c^ .[ Commonwealth of Mafsachufetts to notify and
(Seal) . . .

^„ ' warn the male inhabitants of said town being

^„ ^ twenty one years of age and resident in said town

^^^ ^
for the space of one year next preceeding having

a freehold estate within said town of the annual
income of three pounds or any estate to the value of sixty

pounds to meet at the meeting house on monday ninth

day of May next at three oclock P M for the purpose of

chusing a Representative to represent them at the General

Court appointed to be convend & held at Boston on the

last Wednesday of May.
Given under our hands & seals at said Fitchburg

['^50] the twenty second day of April AD 1808.

John Thurston 1

John Willard I o i .

Simeon Farwellf^^^^^^^"^^"
Elijah M'^intire J

Worcester fs

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned the male inhabitants of said town qualified as

therein exprefsd to meet at the time & place & for the

purpose within mentioned Fitchburg May 9. 1808.

Oliver Fox Cons*

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg afsembled on Monday ^^^ May 1808
The meeting was opened by reading the warrant and

the Selectmen presided.

A motion was made and seconded to see if the town
will chuse a Representative & it pafsd in the Negative

John Thurston)
John Willard ^Selectmen
John Farwell J

Oliver Fox town Clerk
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Worcester fs To either of the Constables of the Town
of Fitchburg in said county Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the

^^ ^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify & warn

,,^ ,, the freeholders and other inhabitants of said town

^
' qualified by law to vote in town meetings to meet

and afsemble at the meeting house on monday the

twelfth day of September next at three o'clock P. M. and
when met to act on the following articles (viz)

l?t To chose a Moderator to govern said meeting

2 To see if the town will difcontinue any part of the

road that leads from the corner of Mrs Jane Garfields

orchard over pearl hill to Ashby line where it is not now
troden and except of said road where it [351] it is now
troden or act any thing thereon the town may think

proper, agreeable to a request of a number of the Inhabi-

tants of said town
Given under our hands & Seals at Fitchburg this

twenty ninth day of August AD 1808.

John Thurston]
John Willard [ Selectmen
Elijah M'^intiref

Selectmen

John Farwell J

Worcester fs

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified &
warned the freeholders & other inhabitants of said town
tjualified as therein exprefs'd to meet at the time & place

& for the purpofe within mentioned

^•, 11 e t -lo ior,o Oliver Fox Constable
litchburg Sept 12: 1808

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg afsembled on Monday 12*}^ Sept 1808
Voted & Chose Paul Wetherbee — Moderator
Voted to Defsolve this meeting & it is accordingly

Defsolved Paul Wetherbee Moderator
Oliver Fox Town Clerk

1808 Sept 12: Set up Rebecah Smith at Public Ven-

due at the Meeting house, upon the same condition that

she was l)id off to Amos Pierce last March & she was
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1)1(1 off to Israel Turner Esci"" at one Dollar & Eight Cents
per Week Jolm Thurston ]

Elijah M'^intier } Selectmen
John Farwell j

[352] Worcester fs To either of the Constables of

the Town of Fitchburg in said County .... Greeting

,^^ .. You are hereby- required in the name of the

^^^
'.. Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

^„ J warn the freeholders and other inhabitants of said

^^^ J Town qualified by Law to vote in Town meeting,

to meet and afsemble at the Meetinghouse on
Monday the Seventh day of Nov^ next at one o'clock P.

M. to act on the following articles (Viz)

1®* To Chose a Moderator to govern said Meeting
2".'^ To see if the Town will accept of the report of

the Committee from the Town of Lunenburg, respecting

the support of Lvdia Hawood, public lands, taxation.

&c &c.

3 To see if the Town will accept of the list of Jury-

men as made out by the Selectmen or act any thing there-

on the town may think proper.

4 To see if the Town will raise anj'^ sum of Monej^
to be laid out in Books and put into the hands of the

Committee chofen to examine the Schools, to be by them
given to those schollars who shall make the greatest pro-

ficency in Schollarship, in the several destricts or act any
thing thereon the Town may think proper, agreeable to

a request of said Committee
5 To see if the town will accept of the road from the

County road between the W^ Jane Garfields & Joseph
Upons to Ashby line as lately laid out by the Selectmen

and also discontinue any part of the former la3ang out

that shall become necefsary in confequence of the new one

being established or act any thing thereon.

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

twentith day of October AD 1808

John Thurston)
John Willard I ^ i -

Elijah Mcintierp^^^^^"^^"
John Farw^ell J
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Worcester fs Fitchburg Nov. 7. 1808
Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and

-vyarned the freeholders and other inhabitants of said town
quahfied as therein exprefsd to meet at the time & place

& for the purpofe within mentioned
Oliver Fox Constable

[353] At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg afsembled on Monday 7^^ day of

November AD 1808
Voted & chose William Cunningham — Moderator
Voted to pafs over the second article in the Warrant
Voted to accept the report of the Selectmen, respecting

Jurymen as made out by them in Oct^ last

Voted to pafs over the fourth Article in the Warrant.

Voted to accept the report of the Selectmen a two
rod road laid out by them between the Widow Jane Gar-

fields & Joseph Uptons, to Ashby line, agreeable to a plan

laid before the to^wn which is as follow^s (Viz)

*Beginning at the County road leading from Fitchburg

to Lunenburg by the Widow Jane Garfields, at a Stake &
Stones, on the West side of said road, a Corner of Joseph

Uptons land & runs north 13V2^ East 23 Rods by said

Uptons land, then North 35? east 32 rods by s'd Uptons

land, then north 41/2? East 58 rods by s'd Uptons land,

and land of Amos Wheelers, then North 6*^ west 40y2 rods

by sd Wheelers land, to land of Daniel Putnam Esq^

bought of said Wheeler, then one degree west 23 rods by

said Putnams land, then North 1^ East 26 rods by said

Putnams land, then North 5*^ East, 8 rods to a large

stone in the fence, then North 27? East 8 rods to an elmn

tree on the north side of the Brook, then north 2^ west

10 rods, then North 5"^ West 14 rods, then north 17^^ west

43 rods still by said Putnams land, then Due north 27

rods, partly on s*^ Putnams & partly on Calvin Mefsen-

gers land, then North 5? West 13 rods by s^ Mefsingers

land, then North 24? West 38 rods by said Mefsengers

land, then North 281/2"^ West 30 rods to said Mefsengers

*Now known as Pearl Hill Road.
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Corner. Then North lO'^ West 8 rods Lent Sam^ Phelps

land, then North 7"^ East 44 Rods by J. Kinsman and
Perkins land, to a Stake & stones near Pel! Perkins Shop.

Th^n North 26i/^^ East 21 rods by said Kinsmans land, to

Lieu* Eliphalet Perleys Corner. Then north 16^ East 54
rods b^^ land of Israel Wetherbee, then north \1^ east 26
rods to Perleys lane so call'd, then north 171/2'^ east 22

rods to the corner of said Wetherbees land, then north

281/^*^ east 14 rods land of Jacob Gibsons, then north 7*^

east 4 rods by said Gibsons land, then North 4"^ east 14

rods by said Gibsons land, then north 3^ West 34 rods

by said Gibsons land, then North 9"? east 8 rods by said

Gibsons land, then North 33? East 14 rods by s^ Gibsons

land, then North 21"? East 22 rods by s'd Gibsons land,

then North 8? east 26 rods by said Gibsons land, then

North 30? east 15 rods by said Gibsons land. Then north

18? east 14 rods by s.d Gibsons land. Then North 32*^

east 18 rods by sd Gibsons land, then north 27? east 19

rods supposed to be by Daniel Holts land, then North
19? east 26 rods by said Holts land, then North 301/2?

East 9 rods by said Holts land, then north 1/2? east 10
rods by sd Holts land, then North 12^/2? east 15 rods on

Amos Laurences land, then north 17*^ west 16 rods on

s'd Laurences land, then North 21i/^ West 33 rods on sd

Laurences land, then north 7? west 29 rods on said Lau-
rences land to a stake and stones opposite s? Laurences

house, then north 19? west 35 rods on said Laurences

land, then north 40? West 17 rods on said Laurences

land, then north 55? West 35 rods to a stake and Stones

near a large rock Daniel Andrews Corner, then north
411/^d West 6 rods on land of Wetherbee & Taylor, then

north 231/2? West 18 rods on sd Wetherbee & Taylor, then

north 44? West 19 rods, then west 18? south 8 rods. Dit-

to, then north 50? West 12 rods to a maple tree, then

north 241/2'^ west 34 rods on Amos Laurences land, then

North 3? east 18 rods, on s^ Laurence, then north 44?

West 20 rods on s"^ Laurence & land of Paul Gates, then

north 531/2? west 6 rods on s? Gates land, then north 30*^

west 29 rods by s'' Gates land, then north 261/2 west 21

rods to Ashby line



392 The Old Records of the

This plan laid down 40 rods to the inch on a scale.

Surveyed by Abraham Willard

[^54] Agreeable to a request of a number of the

inhabitants of said said town the Subscribers have laid

out a two rod road anew from the County road between
the Widow Jane Garfields and Joseph Uptons to Ashby
line and have taken the points and made bounds on the

westwardly side of said road agreeable to a plan that

will be herewith exhibited to the town. It is expected

that the land will be all given except a little corner of

Jacobs Gibsons land, which according to his own estima-

tion is about fourteen square rods for which we have es-

timated the damage to M*" Gibson at Six Dollars all of

which is Submitted to the town
Fitchl)urg Oct": 1808 John Thurston]

John Willard \ Selectmen
Elijah M'^intiref

selectmen

John Farwell j

To the Gentlemen selectmen of Fitchburg

—

This certifys that if the town road from the County
road near Mrs Garfields to Ashby line, be laid out a new,

and accepted by the town, I will give the land where it

is now trod and fenced, where it runs on m3^ land for a

road
Sept 15; 1808 signd by Daniel Putnam

Took up the second article in the warrant

Voted to accept the report of the committee respect-

ing the support of Lydia Heywood taxation &c &c. which

is as follows (viz)

We the subscribers being the Committee chosen by the

towns w^hich we respectively belong, to confer with &
agree upon a Settlement of the subject within written do

report that we are of opinion that it will be for the

Interest of each town to ratify the wathin written agree-

ment, and report without any alteration, and we do

recommend that each town, do accordingly^ ratify the

same b3^ causing the same to be recorded at length in the

town records Your Committee further report that being

unable to find any agreement respecting taxing lands in
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Lunenburg which lye in Fitchburg, & land in Fitchburg

which lye in Lunenburg, and being sensilDle that the prac-

tice is attended with inconvenience, do report that in

future, each town proced to tax the lands lying in their

respective towns and no other
sign Josiah Stearns ] Committee

Cha^ Gushing \ of
Z. B. Adams J Lunenburg
Asa Perry ) Committee
Peter Snow

)
of

Paul WetherbeeJ Fitchburg
Lunenburg May 23: 1808.

Proposals mutually made & agreed to by the Com-
mittees from Lunenburg & Fitchburg in order for an Ac-

comodation of all matters of Dispute between the two
towns, & to be laid before their respective towns for

their Acceptance, (Viz)

1^^ That Lunenburg shall release to Fitchburg all de-

mands for the support of Widow Abigail Heywood & her

Daughter Lydia Heywood forever

I'lao'X 2^^ That Fitchburg shall be at the Charge of

the Support of all others who may need support, & who
had their last legal Habitancy within the Limits of that
Territory which was incorporated by the name of Fitch-

burg, before Said Incorporation.
3*^ That Fitchburg shall release to Lunenburg all

claims or pretentions of Claims of any right to the Public

lands commonly called Ministerial & School Lands
Done at Lunenburg January 4^^ 1790

per order John Tullar

Asa Perr}^

Voted to Difsolve this meeting & it is accordingly dif-

solved William Cunningham Moderator
Oliver Fox Town Clerk

Division of the school money for the year 1808.
Destrict No 1 Joseph Fox Esq^ $152:83

2 James Cowdin 48:34
3 Jonathan Low 50:

4 Abra™ M. Farwell 50:94
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5 Joseph Downe 39:19

6 Verin Daniels 41:85

7 Joshua Stickney 40:98

8 Josiah Brown 47:44

9 Benj? Herrick 64:15

10 Elias Mefsinger 65:09

11. Amos Laurence Ju 39:19

$640:00

Fitchburo Ocf: 24: 1808 John Thurston)
John Willard ^Selectmen

John Farwell
J

[256] Worcester fs To either of the constables of

the Town of Fitchburg in said County . . . Greeting

You are hereb3^ required in the name of the

\^^X Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

^Q^^n warn the inhabitants of said Town duly qualified

/c^^n ^^ vote for Representatives in the General Court
(Seal)

^^ ^^^^ Commonwealth, (Viz) The Male inhabi-

tants of s'd Town being twenty one years of age and

resident in said town for the space of one year next pre-

ceeding, having a freehold estate to the value of Sixty

pounds, to afsemble at the Meetinghouse in said town, on

Monday the seventh day of November next, being the

first Monday in said month at three o'clock in the after-

noon, to give in their votes for a Representative of the

people of said Commonwealth in the Congrefs of the

United States for the Worcester north Destrict.

Given under our hands and seals at Fitchburg this

twentieth day of October AD. 1808.

John Thurston
)

John Willard Udectmen
Elijah M^ntiref
John Farwell )

Worcester fs Nov': 14: 1808

Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and

warned the male inhabitants of said town qualifi as

thirin exprefsd to meet at the time & place and for the

purpose within mentioned Oliver Fox Constable
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At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg afsembled on Monday the Seventh day of

November AD 1808 it being the first monday in said

month for the purpose of Chusing a Representative for the

Worcester North Destrict of the Commonwealth of Mafsa-
chusetts to Represent us in the Congrefs of the United

States. Votes for the following persons were given in

Sorted, Counted & record, and Declaration thereof made, as

by Law is directed — to Wit —
For Hon William Sedman Sixty six

Moses White Esq*" Twenty four

John Thurston
]

John Willard
\ e„ie.tmen

Elijah M^intierf
Selectmen

John Farwell j

Oliver Fox Town Clerk

[257] Worcester fs. To Abijah Goodridge one of the

Constables of the town of Fitchburg in said county . . .

Greeting

.^ ,. You are hereby required in the name of the

,^ .^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

,^ ^ warn the freeholders & other inhabitants on the

south side of said towai qualified by Law to vote
in Town meeting, fourthwith by verbal notice, to meet at

the meeting house in said town on Wednefday the sev-

enth day of December instant at nine o'clock in the morn-
ing to act on the following articles (Viz)

l!* To chose a Moderator to govern said Meeting
2°.*^ To see what encouragement the town will give

the men that are now call*^ for in case they will turn out
voentarily, or act an3' thing there on the town may think

proper Agreeable to a request of a number of inhabitants

of s'd Town
Given under our hands & Seals at Fitchburg this 5^?

day of DecT AD 1808 .... John Thurston)
John Farwell > Selectmen
Elijah M'^intire)

Deer 7: 1808 Persuant to the within warrant I have
notified & warned all the freeholders & other inhabitants
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of said South side of the Town qualified as the Law-

directs to meet at the time & place & for the purpose

within mentioned Abijah Goodridge Constable

Worcester fs — To Oliver Fox one of the Constables

of the town of Fitchburg within said County Greeting . .

You are hereby required in the name of the

/c!n Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

^

'

^
warn the freeholders & other inhabitants of the

^' ' ' north side of the town qualified by Law to Vote

in town meeting, forth wnth by verbal notice to afsemble

at the meeting house on Wednefday the seventh day of

this instant December at nine o'clock A.M. to act on the

following articles (viz)

\^y To chouse a Moderator to gov-ern said meeting
2°.*^ To See what encouragement the town will give

the men that are now call? for, in case they will turn out

volentarily or act any thing there on as the town may
think proper. Agreeable to a request of a numl)er of

inhabitants of said town.

Given under our hands and seals at Fitchburg this

fifth day of December AD 1808
John Thurston)
John Farwell } Selectmen
Elijah M^intier)

Worcester fs December 7: 1808
Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and

warned the freeholders & other Inhabitants living on the

north side of the town of Fitchburg to meet at the time

and place & for the purpose within mentioned, by verbal

notice & leaving word at their last & usual place of

abode Oliver Fox Constable

[358] At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the

town of Fitchburg afsembled on Wednefday the 7*? De-

cember AD 1808
Voted & chose William Cunningham — Moderator

Voted that the town offer as an encouragement to the

Soldiers who shall be spirited to turn out volentarily as
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minute men, to stand in readinefs if call? for, two Dollars

each at first, and should they be called into actual service,

a sum sufficient to make up the pay rec'd from Govern-

ment equal to ten Dollars per month from the time of

marching the Noncommifsioned officers & Music, they

have the same addition to their pa}- as the men
Voted to difsolve this meeting & it was accordingly

Difsolved William Cunningham, Moderator
Oliver Fox Town Clerk

Worcester fs To either of the Constables of the town
of Fitchburg Greeting:

„ ,, You are hereby required in the name of the

^„ ,, Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

|„ ,^ warn the Freeholders & other inhabitants of said

^„ ^ town qualified by law to vote in town meetings

to meet and afsemble at the meeting house on
monday the sixth da}^ of March next at nine of the clock

in the forenoon to act on the following articles (Viz)

l^t To choose a Aloderator to govern said meeting

2 To Choose a Towni Clerk, town Treasurer, Select-

men, and all other town officers as the Law directs and
act any thing in regard to choosing Collectors as the

towm may think proper.

3 To see what sum or sums of Money the town will

raise to repair their highw^ays & bridges the year insuing.

4 To see what sum or sums of money the town will

raise for the support of vSchools the year insuing & act

any thing in regard to laying out said mone\% they ma^^

think proper.

5 To see what sum of Money the town will raise to

defray the necefsary expences of the town
6 To see what method the town will take to support

their poor the year insuing, or act any thing thereon

7 To see if the town will choose a Committee to fet-

tle with the town Treasurer.

8 To see if the town wnll allow the swine to run at

large the present year under the regulation of the law
9 To see if the town will give a bounty for killing

crows the year insuing or act any thing thereon
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[359] 10 To see if the town will Choose a Saxon to

take care of their Burying ground or act any thing

thereon,

11 To see if the town will choose a Committee to

examine their Schools or act any thing thereon.

12 To see if the town will straighten the road from
the south west corner of Nathaniel Boughtells land to the

meeting house or act any thing thereon.

13 To see if the town will take Putnam Perley from
the town of Boxford and pay up the expences that has

arisen in confequence of his Support and Support him in

future without a lawsuit, or act any thing thereon the

Town may think proper

Given under our hands and seals at Fitchburg this

sixteenth day of February AD 1809
John Thurston)
John Willard U i ^
Elijah Mcintierp^l^^^^"^^"

John Farwell J

FitchlDurg March 6^^ 1809.

Pursuant to the within warrant I have notified the

freeholders and other inhabitants of said town qualified

as the law directs to vote in town meeting, to meet at

the time and place and for the purpose within named.
Abijah Goodridge Constable

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg afserabled on Monday 6^? March. 1809.

Voted & Chose Joseph Fox Moderator
Voted & Chose Oliver Fox Town Clerk

Voted & Chose Joseph Symonds Town Treasurer

Voted to Choose five Selectmen the present year

Voted & Chose John Thurston, «^o™ John Willard,
sworn Joseph Dowuc Ju^ ^^o''" Elijah M^intier ^^o"! & John
Farwell s^"*""

Voted that the three first selectmen be afsefsors the

present year s^om

Voted that the Selectm-en be overfeers of the poor the

present j^ear
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Voted & chose Aaron Eaton, ^^o^"" Jabez Sawyer, James
Cowdin ^^^'°''" Moses Hale, s^om Joseph Carter, *''^°''n Daniel

Andrews, ^'^"°'^" Stephen Dole, ^^^^^^ Samuel Phelps, *^^^'°''" Levi

Farwell, ^^-""^"^ Elijah M^intier «^o"
J. Benjamin Shelden,

Thomas Leach «^'°'" Jonathan Thurston ^^vom Abraham M.
Farwell, *^o™ John Badcock, «^°™ Jacob Stickney & Asa
Farwell highway Surveyors

Voted that the high wa}^ surveyors allow for men per

hour. Cart plow &c per day the same as last year & the

price of oxen to be left to the discretion [260] of the

Surveyor

Voted & Chose Abijah Goodridge, Ephraim Kendall,

David Baldwin, Abijah Hartwell, John Carter JuV Amos
Putnam J Jon? Haskell, Nehemiah Giles & Josiah Brown

Hogreves

Voted that John R. Kemp & Joseph Downe Jr bee

Culler of hoops & Staves

Voted that Timo. Garfield & Calvin Mefsenger be

Sealers of Leather

Voted & chose Thomas Hilton & Ephraim Kendall

Fire w^ards

Voted & chose Person Brown & Joseph Farwell

Field Drivers

Voted that Thomas Eaton Jr be . . . Pound keeper

Voted & chose Timo. Garfield & John R. Kemp
Tythingmen

Voted & Chofe John Willard & Aaron Eaton
Surve^'ors of Lumber

Voted & Chose Ephraim Davis, Benj. Fullar & David

Boutell Fence \newers

Voted to adjourn for half an hour & then meet at this

place

The town met according to adjournment.

Voted that the Collectorship be let out to the lowest

bidder at Paul Wetherbee 2^ at half past four o'clock

P. M. by the hundred Dollars

Voted that the Selectmen be a committee for the above

purpofe and they make report at the adjournment of this

meeting
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$700 Voted to raise seven hundred Dollars to repair

the highways & Bridges the present 3'ear

$640 Voted to raise six hundred & forty Dollars for

the support of Schools the present year

Voted that the School money be laid out the same
as last year.

Voted not to restrict the Destricts.

Voted that there be a committee man for each Destrict

and be under the direction of the destrict respecting la\'-

ing out the money
Voted & chose David Boutell, Asa Woods, Zach. Far-

well Joseph Downe, Benjamin Fullar, Phillip F. Cowdin
Elijah Carter, Amos Putnam J John Pratt Nathan Ord-

w^ay & Jeremiah Kinsman Ju': . . . School Committee
Voted to pafs over the eleventh article in the w^arrant

Voted to pafs over the fifth article in the warrant
untill the adjournment

Voted that the selectmen be a Committee to let out the

poor at the time and place that the Collectorship is to be

let out & make report at the next meeting.

Voted to choose a Committee to settle with the

Treasurer.

Voted that the committee consist of three

Voted & chose Joseph Fox, Levi Farwell & Paul

Wetherbee for the above purpose & make report at the

adjournment
Voted to pafs over the 8^?^ Article in the warrant
Voted to pafs over the 9*?^ Article in the warrant

[361] Voted that the Selectmen be a Committee to

provide saxons the present j-^ear

Voted to chuse a committee to enquire respecting the

12*?' article in the warrant, how they can have the land

& whether M'' Barton will let his land lay common that

now does Xscy common
Voted that the committee consist of three

Voted & chose Jonas Marshall Ju John Thurston &
Doc*^ Snow & the committee make report at the adjourn^

ment
Voted that the overfeers of the Poor be a Committee

to look into the matter respecting Putnam Perley & set-
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tie with the town of Boxford if the town is oblieged to

take him to support

Voted to adjourn this meeting untill the first monday
of April Next at one oclock P. M.

& it is accordingly adjourned

The town met according to adjournment & meeting

opned
Voted to procede to finish the businefs of the March

meeting

Voted to reconsider the last vote

Voted to adjourn this meeting without day
Joseph Fox Moderator
Oliver Fox Town Clerk

Worcester fs To either of the Constables of the town
of Fitchburg Greeting

-J-
^^, You are hereby required in the name of the

^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts to notify and

^
^ vv'arn the male inhabitants of the said town of

^ ^^ Fitchburg of twenty one 3^ears of age and up-

^ wards having a freehold estate within the Com-
^ ^ monwealth of the annual income of three pounds,

or anv estate to the value of Sixty pounds, to meet at

the meeting house on Monda^^ the third day of April next

at three o'clock in the afternoon to give in their Azotes for

a Governor, Lieut Governor, Senators and Counsellors,

Agreeable to the Constitution of said Commonwealth
Given under our hand and Seals at said Fitchburg this

Sixteenth day of March AD 1809
John Thurston
John Willard Selectmen
Joseph Downe J J-

of
Elijah M^^intire Fitchburg
John Farwell )

[36'^] Worcester fs — April 3. 1809
Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and

warned the male inhabitants qualified by the Constitution

to vote for GovV Lieut Senators & Counfellors to meet at

the time and place and for the purpose within mention

Oliver Fox Constable
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At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Common-
wealth of Mafsachusetts qualified by the Constitution to

vote for Governor Lieu^ Governor holden on the third da\^

of April being the first monday of said month in the 3^ear

of our Lord Eighteen hundred and nine, for the purpose
of Giving in their Votes for Governor, Lieu* Governor of

said Commonwealth. Votes for the following persons

were given in, Sorted Counted and declaration thereof

made as by as by the Constitution is directed (viz)

Hon Christoper Gore 113
Hon Levi Lincoln 132

David Cobb 1

Joseph B Varnum .... 1

Jonas Marshall Ju ... 1

Hon David Cobb 107
Hon Joseph B Varnum .... 136
Hon Levi Lincoln 1
Calvin Mefsenger 1

Remark Dunnell 2

Attest John Thurston
\

John Willard [Selectmen of
"Elijah Ms intierj Fitchburg
John Farwell J

Attest Oliver Fox Towni Clerk

[^63] At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the

towai of Fitchburg in the County of Worcester and Com-
monwealth of Mafsachusetts, qualified by the Constitu-

tion to vote for Senators and Counfellors, holden the third

day of April being the first monday of said month in the

year of our Lord Eighteen hundred and Nine, for the pur-

pose of giving in their votes for Senators & Counfellors for

the destrict of the County' of Worcester Votes for the fol-

lowing persons were given in forted counted, recorded and
Declaration thereof made as b^- the Constitution is directed

to wit

(Hon Elijah Brigham 109 (Phnv Merrick . 127

P J Thos Hale . . 109 p j Edward Bangs 127
^°^

' Salem Town . 109 ^°^
) Sam' Jones . . 127

Jonas Kendall . 109 [Moses White . 127
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Attest John Thurston
)

EHjah NPintier [Selectmen of

John Willard [ Fitchburg
John Farwell J

Attest OHver Fox Town Clerk

Worcester fs— To Cap"^ Oliver Fox one of the Con-

stables of the Town of Fitchburg Greeting

You are hereby required in the name of the

J
^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts, to Summon and

J ^^ Notify the freeholders and other inhabitants of said

[ J
tow^n Qualified by law to vote in towni meetings

(viz) Such as pay to one single tax besides the poll

or polls a sum equal to two-thirds of a single poll tax to

afsemble at the Towms meeting house in Fitchburg on

tuesday the eighteenth day of April Current at nine o'clock

A.M. to act on the following articles — (viz)

1 To choose a moderator to govern said meeting

2 To choose a Town Clerk, town Treasurer, Select-

men and [364] all other town officers as the law directs,

and act any thing in regard to choosing Collectors as the

town may think proper.

3 To see what sum or sums of money the town will

raise to repair their highways and bridges the year ensuing

4 To see what sum of mone3' the town will raise for

the support of schools the year ensuing or act any thing

in regard to lajnng out said money as they ma\' think

proper

5 To see what sum of money the town will raise to

defray their necefsarv expences of the town the present

year

6 To see what method the town will take to sup-

port their poor the year ensuing or act any thing theiron

they may think proper

7 To see if the town will choose a Committee to set-

tle with their town treasurer

8 To see if the town will allow the swine to run at

large the present year under the regulation of the law

9 To see if the town will choose a saxon to take

care of their burying Ground, or act any thing thereon
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10 To see if the town will straighten the road from

the southwest corner of Na^ Boughtells land to the meet-

ing house or act any thing thereon the town may think

proper

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant wnth

your doings thereon to some one of us on or before said

daj^ & time above mentioned

Given under our hands & Seals at Fitchburg this third

day of April AD 1809 John Thurston
j s^i^.^men

John Willard [ r

Worcester fs — Persuant to the within warrant I have

notified the freeholders & other inhabitants of the town
of Fitchburg qualified by hiw to vote in town meetings

to meet & afsemble at the time & place & for the purpose

w^ithin mentioned Oliver Fox Constable

Fitchburg April 18, 1809

[3(55] At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the

Town of Fitchburg afsembled on Tuesday April 18 AD
1809

Voted & chose Dea. John Thurston Moderator
Voted & chose Oliver Fox ^^o"^" .... Town Clerk

Voted & chose Joseph Simonds Clerk Pro. Tem.
Voted & chose Joseph Simonds sworn Town Treasurer

Voted to chose five Selectmen the present year

Voted & chose Dea. John Thurston, sworn John Willard
sworn Joseph Dowuc J

^^^o™ Elijah M^ intire ^^"'"'^ & John
Farwell ^^^•°'""

Voted to chose three afsefsors the present year

Voted that the three first Selectmen be the afsefsors

the present year — swom —
Voted that the Selectmen be the over Seers of the poor

the present year

Voted & chose Aaron Eaton, Jabez Sawyer, James
Cowdin, William Brown, Joseph Carter, Daniel Andrews,
Stephen Dole, Samuel Phelps, Levi Farwell Elijah M'^intier

Jr BenjV Shelden, Thomas Litch, Jonathan Thurston Abram
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M. Farwell, John Badcock Jacob Stickney Asa Farwell,

& John R. Kemp highway Surve^^ors highway Surveyors

Voted that the high wa^^ surveyors allow for men per

hour Cart plow &c per Day the same as last year, the

price of oxen to be left to the descretion of the surveyors.

Voted & chose Abijah Goodridge Ephraim Kendall

David Baldwin, Abijah Hartwell, John Carter Jr Jon?
Haskell, Nehemiah Giles, Josiah Brown & Amos Putnam
Jun': Hogreves hogreves

Voted & chose John R. Kemp. & Joseph Dov^mes J
Cullers of hoops & Staves

Timothy Garfield & Calvin Mefsenger

Sealers of Leather

Thomas Hilton & Ephraim Kendall . . . Firewards
Pearson Browm & Sylvester P. Flint . . Field Drivers

Thomas Eaton Jur Pound Keeper
Timothy Garfield & John R. Kemp . . . Tythingmen
John Willard & Thomas Eaton Jr

Surveyors of Lumber
Samuel Gibson, Benja Fullar & David Boutell

fence Viewers

Voted that the Collectorihip be let out to the lowest

bidder on the hundred Dollars at one o'clock P M. at the

house of Paul Wetherbee 2^

Voted that the Selectmen be the committee for the

above purpose and report at the adjournment of this

meeting

700$ Voted to raise seven hundred Dollars to repair

the highways & Bridges the present year

[2(56] 640$ Voted to raise six hundred and forty

Dollars for the support of schools the present year

Voted that the school money be laid out the same as

last 3'ear.

Voted that there be a school committeeman for each

destrict and be under the destrict respecting la3nng out

the monej^

Voted & chose David Boutelle, Asa Woods Zacheus

Farwell, Joseph Downe, Benj. Fullar Phillip F. Cowdin,
Elijah Carter Daniel Flint John Pratt, Nathan Ordwa^^,

Jeremiah Kinsman School Committeemen
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Voted to chose a committee to inspect the schools the

present year

Voted that the committee consist of five

Voted & chose Rev^ M'' Barton, Revd M*" Bascom
Doc* Peter Snow, Leonard Burbank & Jo^ Simonds

Committee

Voted to pafs over the fifth article till the adjourn-

ment
Voted that the overfeers let out the Poor to the best

advantage for the town
Voted that there be a committee chosen to fettle with

the Town Treasurer

Voted that the committee consist of three

Voted & chose Joseph Fox EsqV Paul Wetherbee &
Levi Farwell for the above Committee

Voted that the committee settle with the treasurer at

the adjournment of this meeting

Voted to pafs over the Eighth article

Voted that the Selectmen be a committee to provid a

Saxon to take care of the burying ground

Voted to adjourn this meeting for one & a half hour

The town met according to adjournment

Voted to accept the report of the committee chosen

to let out the collectorfhip

Voted & chose Abiel Holt Collector the present year

Voted to Chose two constables the present year

Voted & chose Abiel Holt «^o™ & Oliver Fox ^^^o"""

Constables

Voted to accept of the report of Joseph Fox, Paul

Wetherbee & Levi Farwell on their fettlement with the

treasurer the 9 day of March last

[367] 500$ Voted to raise five hundred Dollars to

defra3^ the necefsary expenc of the town the year ensuing

Voted that the tenth article be pafsed over till the

next meeting

Voted to difsolve this meeting

John Thurston Moderator

Joseph Simonds Town Clerk pro. Tem
Oliver Fox Town Clerk
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April 18: 1809 The committee appointed by the in-

habitants of the Town of Fitchburg afsembled on the
18th April 1809 to let out the Collectordiip to the lowest

bidder upon the hundred Dollars, they to find two good
bondsman, have attended to that businefs, and make our

report as follows (viz)

$2:00 The south side of the town was fet up to the

lowest bidder upon the 100$ and bid off to Abiel Holt at

two Dollar on the hundred

1:98 The North side of the town set up to the lowest

bidder upon 100$ & was bid off to Abiel Holt at one

Dollar & ninety eight cent on the hundred Dollars

John Thurston
John Willard
Joseph Downe Ju Committee
Elijah M'^intire

John Farwell

True Coppy Oliver Fox Town Clerk

[2(58] Worcester, fs — To either of the Constables of

the Town of Fitchburg in said County .... Greeting

„ You are hereby required in the name of the

\. „^ Commonwealth of Mafsachusetts, to notify &
.^ ^ warn the male inhabitants of said town being

\^ ^ twenty one years of age and resident in said town
for the space of one year next preceding having a

freehold estate within said town of the annual income of

three pounds, or any estate to the value of sixty pounds,

to meet at the meeting house on monday the fifteenth

day of May next at three o'clock. P M. for the purpose

of chosing one or more Representatives to represent them
at the General Court appointed to be convened and held

at Boston on the last Wednesday of May next.

Given under our hands and Seals at Fitchburg this

twenty eighth day of April AD 1809
Hearof fail not and make return of this warrant with

your doings thereon to some one of us on or before said

time above mentioned t i rm ^ ^o i .John Ihurston ) Selectmen
John Willard } ofjonn VYUiarci > oi

Joseph Dowme Ju J Fitchburg
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Worcester fs. Fitchburg May 15 1809
Persuant to the within warrant I have notified and

warned the male inhabitants of the town of Fitchburg
quaHfied by law to vote for Representatives to meet at

the time & place & for the purpose within mentioned
Oliver Fox Constable of Fitchburg

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the town of

Fitchburg afsembled on Monday 15 May AD 1809
The meeting opened by reading the warrant & the

Selectmen presided

A motion was made & sconed to see if the town
would not Send & representative & it pafsd in the

afl!irmative

A motion was made to difsolve the meeting & it pafsd

in the Negative

A motion was made & secod to reconfider the first

vote which was not to fend a representative which pafsd

in the aflfirmative

Voted not to send a reprefentative the present 3'ear, &
the moderator declared the meeting difsolved

John Thurston) o„i_4-men
John Willard [

Selectmen

EH)ah Al^intire f t:v. , ?,
T 1 o 11 Fitchburg
John Harwell J

°

Oliver Fox Town Clerk

[^69] We the Subscriber two of the Selectmen of

Fitchburg and two of the Selectmen of Ashburnham have

preambled the line and renewed the bounds between Fitch-

burg & Ashburnham according to Law
Fitchburg OctV 13: 1809

Thomas Hobert — | Selectmen
b}' order of Selectmen > of
Ruben Rice J

Ashburnham
Joseph Downe Jr\ Selectmen of
Elijah M'^intire / Fitchburg

True coppy Oliver Fox Town Clerk
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We the Subscribers two of the Selectmen of Fitchburg

& two of the Selectmen of Westminster have Preambled

the line and renewed the bounds between Fitchburg &
Westminster according to Law

Jacob Sawyer \ Selectmen of
Rufus Dodds (Westminster

Joseph Downe Jr\Selectmen of
Elijah AF'intire | Fitchburg

True coppy Oliver Fox town Clerk

We the Subscribers as the law directs have this thirty

first day of October one thousand Eight hundred & Nine,

Preambulated the lines between the Town of Leominster

& Fitchburg and renewed the bounds which are as fol-

lows (viz)

Beginning at the southeast corner of Fitchburg at a

white Oak Tree, and run west thirt}^ one Deg^ south Six

hundred and ten rods to a heep of stones on Menoosnock
hill, thence west twenty- six Degrees south one hundred

& forty rods to a white oak tree & Stones, thence west

nine degrees north two hundred & thirty nine rods to a

heep of Stones, being the Northwest corner of Leominster

Abel Kendall ^Selectmen of
Enoch Boutell ( Leominster

Joseph Downe J | Selectmen of

John Farwell } Fitchburg

True Coppy Oliver Fox town Clerk

We the subscribers have this da}-- preambulated the

line between the Town of Lunenburg and the town of

Fitchburg and renewed the bounds according to law
Josiah Stearns ITwo of the Selectmen
William Jones J \ of Lunenburg

John Thurston \Two of the Selectmen
Joseph Downe Jr| of Fitchburg

May 16 1809
true Coppy Oliver Fox Town Clerk

[270] We the Subscribers selectmen of Fitchburg &
Selectmen of Ashby have this daj^ preambled the line &
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renewed the bounds between Fitchburg & Ashby accord-

ing to Law of the Commonwealth NovV 20: 1809

Joseph Downe Jr\ Selectmen of
John Farwell / Fitchburg

r> I,- Tj 1 SelectmenCushmg Burrj^f ^^^^y
True Coppy Oliver Fox Town Clerk

A division of the school money for the year 1809
made out b\' the Subscribers Dec^ 4. 1809.

David Boutell committeeman ........ $162:78
Asa Woods 47:53

Zach! Farwell 50:32

Joseph Downe 48:43

Benj? Fullar 38:39

Phillip F. Cowdin 42:96

Elijah Carter 41:64

Daniel Fhnt 51:27

John Pratt 52:05

Nathan Ordway 67:19

Jeremiah Kinsman Jun^ 37:44

John Thurston
John Willard
Joseph Downe Ju
Elijah M<^intier

John Farwell

$640:00

Selectmen
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, Z. B., 393.
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150, 164, 165, 172, 187, 208, 269.
271.
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Ashbv, 126, 179, 203, 206, 255, 256,
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Bacon, Ebenezer, 318.
, John, 319.

Badcock, John, 248, 399, 405.
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143, 161, 212.
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363, 374, 399, 405.
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384, 385, 406.
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Battles, 143.
, David, 87.
, Joseph, 143.

Bennet, Abraham, 144.
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, Timothv, 155, 199.

Blanev, Mr.," 202.
Bolton, WilHam, 349, 351, 359, 362.
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Boston, 186.
Boutell, Asa, 143.

, Asaph, 208, 362, 363, 374, 377.
, David, 58, 166, 167, 184-186,

190, 200, 202, 204, 218, 228-230,
244, 247, 248, 258, 261, 264. 269,
274, 280, 291, 299, 302, 303, 307,
310, 314, 322, 328, 334, 335, 361.
370, 378, 380, 385, 399, 400, 405,
410.

, Enoch, 409.
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143, 148-150, 153, 171, 172, 186,
189, 203, 204, 208, 214, 224, 228,
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, Kendall, Jr., 29, 56, 113, 128,
185, 208, 262.

, Nathaniel, 398, 404.
Bowdin, James, 286, 319.
Boxford, 401.
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, John, 87.
, Josiah, 377, 378, 394, 399, 405.
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109, 113, 129, 149, 163, 187, 212,
281.

Burnham, Robert, 106, 117, 118.
Burr, Cushing, 179, 329, 410.
Burying cloths, 259. 260, 309-312.
Buss, John, 179.
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67, 69, 71, 72, 75, 77-79, 340,
341 ; see also First Congregational
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Carlton, Solomon, 212, 213, 215,
348, 365.

Carter, Elijah, 130, 144, 152, 157,
159, 177, 400, 405, 410.

, Elijah, Jr., 71.
, EHsha, 160.
, John, 96, 105, 184, 212.
, lohn, Jr., 48, 56, 399, 405.
, Joseph, 362, 399, 404.
. Thomas, 282, 294, 297, 377.
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314, 333, 346, 386.

, Samuel, Jr., 297, 342, 348.
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248.
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Chase, Mr., 144, 255.
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292, 293, 296, 301.
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1 , EHsha, 296, 299, 300-302.
Cobb, David, 318, 383, 402.
Common, 18, 85, 90, 103, 104, 115,
266, 279, 283, 295, 329, 354, 400.

I

Congregational societv, 277.

I

Cook, Sallv, 50.

Councils, 231, 239-243, 254, 266,
267, 302, 304, 306, 307, 323, 325,
326.

Countv, division of, 2, 4, 6, 7, 9,
124," 138, 139, 199, 200, 202, 260,

1
262, 278.

j

officers, election of, 210.
I roads, 6, 9, 17, 91, 95, 110,

115, 129, 155, 156, 165, 180, 186,
188, 225, 235, 236, 259-261, 271,
275, 312, 314, 354.

j

Court house at Worcester, 124.
Cowdin, Angier, 32, 48, 113.

, Widow Hannah, 17, 19, 20, 30,
88, 90, 93, 118, 132, 134, 151,
153, 220, 221, 251, 285, 313, 336.

, Ensign, Lieut. Tames, 38, 128,
144, 185, 204, 249, 252, 300, 348,
365, 377, 378, 393, 399, 404.

, Joseph, 70, 81.
, Philip F., 348, 349, 377, 400,

i

405, 410.
, Sally, 75.

, Samuel, 348.

[

. Thomas, 31, 36. 39, 87, 109,
113, 128. 130, 143, 145, 147, 157,
160, 162,167, 172, 175, 176,186,
193-195, 240, 249, 275, 280, 299.
322, 333, 344. 345, 348, 352, 354-
356, 358, 359, 361, 363, 365, 367,
368, 371, 372, 375, 376.

Crague, WilHam, 87.
Cunningham, Nathaniel F., 115, 161,
165.

, WilHam, 299, 302, 303, 307,
322, 328, 333, 348. 369, 370, 376,
378. 382, 390, 393, 396, 397.

, WilHam, Jr., 70, 81, 82.

Cushing. Col. Charles, 169, 192. 393.
, Rev. John, 231, 234.

Cutler, Silas, 170, 171, 192.
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Dana, Ezra, 220, 250, 284, 313, 336,
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Daniels, Verin, 54, 89, 250, 337, 349,
378, 394.

Darb3', Aaron, 118.
, Amos, 196, 197.
, Jonathan, 144.

Davis, Ephraim, 361, 399.
, John, 319.
, Jonathan, 47.
, Levi, 365.

Day, Solomon, 52, 54, 55, 87.
Deane, Josiah. 319.
Demon,' Mr., 248.

, Timothy, 349.
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261, 278, 315, 316.

Derby, Samuel, 52.
Dexter, Samuel, 15.

Dodds, Rufus, 409.
Dog taxes, 158, 162, 165.
Dole, Stephen, 297, 363, 375, 399,
404.
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213, 214, 249, 275, 394, 400. 405,
410.

, Joseph, Jr., 160. 161, 184, 188,
213, 281, 297, 332, 348, 362, 377,
378, 398, 399, 401, 404, 405, 407-
410.

, Timothv P., 281, 297, 298,
339. 362.

, Wilham, 377.
Dracut, 266.
Dunnell, Remark, 402.
Durant, Lieut., Capj;. Edward, 11,

57, 71. 73, 75, 77, 96, 106, 109,
118, 119, 128, 130, 144, 152. 157,
160, 162, 178, 180, 181, 186, 200.
202, 203, 207, 213. 214, 218, 225,
228-230, 236, 240, 245, 247, 258.
269, 273, 274, 278, 280, 281, 285.
298, 299, 302, 322, 330, 332, 345,
370, 379, 385.

Dustin, Alexander, 74.

Eaton, Lieut. Aaron, 34, 132, 145,
161, 185, 188, 208, 213, 249. 281,
333, 349, 362, 377, 399, 404.

, Joel, 348.
, Reuben, 69, 75.
, Thomas, 38, 74, 75, 93, 128,

132, 143, 185, 188, 213, 220, 235,
236, 248, 265, 282, 294, 348.

, Thomas, Jr., 248, 362, 399,
405.

Farnsworth, Joseph, 249, 275, 350.
Farwell, Abel, 362.

, Abraham M.. 18, 152, 185, 204,
269, 271, 281. 336, 377, 378, 393,
399, 404, 405.

, Asa, 143, 332, 333, 346, 399,
405.

, Daniel, 22, 23, 93, 128, 129,
244, 249. 348

. Daniel, Jr.. 128, 252, 282, 294,
349, 351, 352, 359, 361.

, Dea. John, 132. 143. 184. 191-
193,196, 197, 199-201, 204, 205,
207, 208. 211, 221, 249, 274, 359,
377, 381-384, 387-389, 392, 394-
396, 398, 401-404, 407-410.

, John. Jr., 208, 248, 297, 842,
349.

, Lieut. Joseph. 221, 332, 348,
377, 399.

, Levi. 81, 82, 248, 297. 362,
365, 381, 382. 399, 400, 404, 406.

, Sally, 67.
, Simeon, 38. 113, 129, 150, 151,

161, 164, 181, 208, 212, 213, 222,
281, 332, 349. 359. 362. 363, 365,
377, 381-385, 387.

. Zacheus, 44, 87, 93. 130, 143,
157. 166, 400. 405. 410.

Farwell's blacksmith shop, 159, 360.
363, 376.

Fenno, Joseph, 127, 131, 143, 182,
192-195.

Fillebrown, Col. Thomas, 319.
First Congregational church, 277.
278, 293. 304-307. 321-328, 334;
see also First Congregational so-

ciety.

First 'Parish, 65.

Fisk, 143.
, Amos, 2, 3.

Fitch, Burt, 73.
. WilHam, 72.

Pitzwilham, N. H., 75.
FHnt, Benjamin, 8, 73, 74, 82, 117,
118, 144, 161, 181.

, Daniel, 405, 410.
, Jonathan, 129, 132.
, Jonathan, Jr., 78, 79.
, Sylvester P.. 69, 248, 252, 281,
348, 349, 359, 405.

Forbes, John. 319.
Foster, William L. , 74.

Fox, Joseph, 27, 43, 44, 46-48, 50,
59, 60. 64. 66, 67, 70, 76. 79. 86,
87, 96, 104, 113-115, 119. 121,
126, 128, 138, 140, 153, 160, 161,
169, 181, 183, 184, 192, 202, 203,
212, 214, 221, 226-229. 236, 240,
241, 243, 244, 247, 249, 251, 258,
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Fox, Joseph,

—

Continued

:

260, 261, 264, 266. 267, 280, 284,
289, 291, 296, 299, 302, 303, 307,
310-812, 314, 328, 332, 333, 345,
346, 348-351, 357, 361, 378, 379,
381, 385, 387, 393. 398, 400, 401,
406; as town clerk, 2, 4, 6, 9, 12-
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